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news dumbs up • Jamie Lee Curtis, perfect PR for Lords 42-45 


Psychiatrist called in to hospital 


- P- -*c for poctfy jg 


Pinochet to 


claim he is 


unfit for trial 


By Joanna Bale 




GENERAL Augusto Pinochet 
_ was assessed by a leading psy- 
—-rjiiatrist yesterday as his law¬ 
yers prepared a bid to per¬ 
suade Jack Straw that he is 
mentally unfit to stand trial. 

The former Chilean dictator 
is said to be suffering from a 
stress-related disorder which 
could give the Home Secretary 
legal grounds to refuse to extra¬ 
dite mm to Spain. 

He is under the care of the 
distinguished psychiatrist 
Geoffrey Lloyd, the medical di¬ 
rector of the Grovelands Prio¬ 
ry Hospital north London, 
where he has been recovering 
from spinal surgery for the 
past four weeks. A highly- 
placed medical source said yes- 
. terday: “He is undergoing as- 
j sessraent for stress and stress- 
related disorders. It is well- 
docutnented that elderly peo¬ 
ple frequently react badly to 
stress.” 

The general. 83, has sur¬ 
prised doctors by making an 
excellent recovery from spinal 
surgery. This would rule out 
an application that he is unfit 
to stand trial on physical 
grounds. 

Wednesday's historic House 
of Lords ruling that the gen¬ 
eral's status as a former head 
of state does not protect him 
from prosecution for genocide 
is said to have plunged him 
into a deep depression at what 
he regards as an unjustified be- 



**Gone mad — get out 
of jail free” 


frayal from a trusted ally. His 
supporters have long said that 
die general is too old and frail 
to stand trial, but they have 
not been aware of any psy¬ 
chiatric problems. 

Baroness Thatcher said af¬ 
ter the ruling: “The senator is 
old, frail and side, and on com¬ 
passionate grounds alone 
should be allowed to return to 
Chile." 

His lawyers privately 
acknowledge that their only 
realistic option of challenging 
the extradition is if the general 
is unfit to stand triaL Mr 
Straw has until Wednesday to 
make his decision whether to 
approve the extradition to 
Spain or allow General Pino¬ 


chet to return to Chile. It is be¬ 
lieved that he is applying for a 
seven-day extension. 

A Home Office spokesman 
said yesterday: “Under the 
1989 Extradition Act the 
Home Secretary can refuse ex¬ 
tradition an compassionate 
grounds if a person is consid¬ 
ered unfit to stand trial for 
health reasons. 

“ Courts go to great lengths 
to establish someone's fitness 
to stand trial and it is down to 
the Home Secretary to inter¬ 
pret the evidence." 

General Pinochet was origi¬ 
nally under the care of his spi¬ 
nal surgeon. Farhad Afshar. a 
leading neurosurgeon whose 
Harley Street practice is next 
door to Dr Lloyd's. The former 
dictator was moved to the 
Grovelands Priory Hospital, a 
private psychiatric concern, on 
October 29 to continue his re¬ 
habilitation. 

But during his stay at the 
Grovelands it became appar¬ 
ent to staff that he was suffer¬ 
ing from severe stress and he 
was put under the care of Dr 
Lloyd. 

While the general's rigorous 
assessment is being complet¬ 
ed, Chile’s Foreign Minister. 
Jose Miguel Insutza. will con¬ 
tinue to press the case that he 
has diplomatic and state im¬ 
munity when he meets Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
in London today. 



Celia Larkin, who lives with Bertie Ahern, the Irish Prime Minister, in Dublin yesterday with Cherie Blair. The two women got on famously 


Blair’s historic visit delights Dail 


By Martin Fletcher 
Chief Ireland Correspondent 


TONY BLAIR used the first speech 
ever delivered by a British Prime Min¬ 
ister to Ireland's parliament yesterday 
to herald the end of centuries of Anglo- 
Irish enmity and the start of a new era 
of friendship and cooperation. 

So much shared-history. So much 
shared pain. And now the hope of a 
new beginning.” he told 300 Irish par¬ 
liamentarians and dignitaries who 
packed the Dail for the historic event 
and gave him several warm ovations. 

Down through the centuries Ire¬ 
land and Britain have inflicted too 
much pain each on the other. But now, 
the UK and Ireland as two modern 


countries, can try to put our histories 
behind us, try to forgive and forget 
those age-old enmities." 

Mr Blair acknowledged the present 
deadlock in the peace process and deliv¬ 
ered a stem message to Northern Ire¬ 
land’s Unionists and republicans. He 
said that “we have come too far to go 
back now”, and that it was “time for all 
the parties to live up to all their commit¬ 
ments”. It was “time to set up the insti¬ 
tutions of the new government. Time 
for the gun and the threat of the gun to 
be taken out of politics once and for all; 
for decommissioning to start. 

“I am not asking anyone to surren¬ 
der." he said as Gerry Adams watched 
from the gallery. “I am asking every¬ 
one to declare the victory of peace.” 


Mr Blair suggested that the removal 
of’ Northern Ireland as a constant 
source of friction opened the door to a 
much wider and deeper relationship be¬ 
tween Great Britain and Ireland. 

The fact of Mr Blair's address was as 
important as its content ‘Your very 
presence here today symbolises ... the 
coming of age of the relationship be¬ 
tween or two countries," Seamus Path- 
son. Speaker of the Dail, said in his in¬ 
troduction. Mr Blair replied with a few 
words of ill-pronounced Irish: "Go 
raibh mile maith agaibh". or “thank 
you", and "Oireachtas", Irish for the 
upper and lower houses of parliament 
His attempt brought warm applause. 

TVevor Sargent a fluent Irish speak¬ 
er and Green Party member of parlia¬ 


ment said, however, that President 
Clinton showed more fluency during 
his visits to Ireland: “I don't really 
know how much practice Tony Blair 
did before he used his phrases, but 1 
got the impression that he was not as 
carefully rehearsed as Bill Clinton.” 

Cherie Blair gave a helping hand 
while in Dublin with her husband and 
cemented the position of Celia Larkin 
as Ireland's first lady. Ms Larkin is in 
the odd position of living with Bertie 
Ahem, the Prime Minister he remains 
married to his estranged wife. Many 
Roman Catholics have expressed oppo¬ 
sition to the relationship, but Mrs Blair 
and Ms Larkin behaved (ike old 
friends throughout the visit after hug¬ 
ging on meeting at Dublin airport 


New M&S 
casualty 


The boardroom rift at Marks 
& Spencer claimed the head of 
Keith Oates, its deputy chair¬ 
man. Peter Salsbury. a manag¬ 
ing director, was appointed 
chief executive— Pages 7.29 


More drivers 


Train companies were 
pressed by John Prescott to re¬ 
cruit 800 new drivers within 
the next year. He said the per¬ 
formance on the railways was 
“unacceptable”. __Page 2 
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No word 
for sony 
in Japan 


From David Watts 

IN TOKYO 


JAPAN faced two opportuni¬ 
ties to break with some of its 
more unpleasant history yes¬ 
terday. but shrank from the 
challenge. 

Arthur Titheringion. 76. the 
chairman of the Japanese La¬ 
bour Camp Survivors’ Associ¬ 
ation, who spent three and a 
half years in slave labour, was 
overcome with emotion after 
Tokyo District Court rejected 
ex-prisoners’ claims for com¬ 
pensation and an apology. 

That judgment came as lit¬ 
tle surprise, but the Japanese 
Government had given the im¬ 
pression that a full and formal 
apology for the atrocities of 
Japanese farces in China from 
1937 would be made to Presi¬ 
dent Jiang Zemin. 

But Japan's Prime Minister, 
Keizo Obuchi. employed only 
the words, "remorse and heart¬ 
felt apology" in a statement 
which neither signed. 


Kowtow avoided, page 17 


Family hit by double rape 
suffers further tragedy 


By Michael Horsnell 


THE suffering of a family hit 
by a double tragedy was dis¬ 
closed yesterday after a bur- 
gJarwas given five life sentenc¬ 
es at the Old Bailey for rape. 

As William Kenealy went to 
prison for raping a woman 
and her nine-year-old daugh¬ 
ter. it emerged that the girl's 
elder sister had drowned in a 
fountain where her body lay 
undiscovered for two weeks. 
The dead woman, who died in 
shallow water in Kensington 
Gardens. Central London, is 
believed to have drowned 
about three days before the 
start of the rape trial on No¬ 
vember 16. 

Her body, with the words 
“funky pumpkin” tattooed on 
her stomach, was identified 
yesterday after being recov¬ 
ered the day before. Police are 
treating her death as suspi¬ 
cious. but said there was no ev¬ 
idence of foul play. 

The rape happened on 
Christmas night 1996 after 
family festivities at the fiat 
where the 20-year-old woman 



Kenealy: denied raping 
mother and daughter 


used to live, while her mother, 
55, and younger sister were 
sleeping in a shared bed. It 
came after the elder daughter 
had gone out for the evening 
and her mother hod been una¬ 
ble to lock the patio doors 
through which Kenealy 
walked. 

On November 6 this year, 
the 20-year-old woman, who 


had a history of psychiatric ill¬ 
ness. left her mothers home to 
visit friends In London. A 
member of the park staff saw 
the body on November 13 after 
a passer-by reported an object 
under the water, but he disre¬ 
garded it as rubbish in the 
fountain. 

Detectives want to interview 
anyone who saw the woman, 
who was single and unem¬ 
ployed. during the week after 
she left her mothers home. She 
had not been due to give evi¬ 
dence at the trial. 

The mother, a widow and 
former nurse, described the 
knife-wielding Kenealy as 
“pure evil" alter he was con¬ 
victed earlier this week. She 
said: “He needs to be put 
down a pit. I could almost for¬ 
give him for what he did to me 
but not for what he did to my 
daughter.” 

Kenealy, 25, from North olt. 
northwest London, denied 
twice raping mother and 
daughter, and later raping a 
17-year-old girl. 


Books for 
schools 
campaign 


By Victoria Fletcher 


THE TIMES today launches 
the biggest initiative to replen¬ 
ish the shelves of school librar¬ 
ies. 

Millions of free books will 
be available as part of the Free 
Books for Schools scheme, 
which has the backing of Dav¬ 
id Blunkett, the Secretary of 
State for Education and Em¬ 
ployment 

More than 14,000 schools 
have already registered for the 
scheme, which is being pit* 
moled by News International 
pic and Walkers Snack Foods 
Ltd. 

The scheme offers a range of 
150 different titles for each par¬ 
ticipating school in return for 
tokens found in 77ze Times and 
other News International 
newspapers, as well as on 
packets of Walkers snack 
foods. The tokens will start ap¬ 
pearing in the New Year. 


Books offer, pages 8.9 
leading article, page 25 


Centre for tearaways ordered to shape up 


By Richard Ford 
Home Correspondent 


ELEVEN teenage tearaways are to be 
removed from Britain’s troubled first 
child jail as the Home Office last night 
ordered urgent refurbishment* and 
improvements in staff training. 

The tough action plan was ordered 
hv Paul Boateng. a Home Office Minis¬ 
ter who visited Medway Secure Train¬ 
ing Centre near Rochester four days af¬ 
ter an investigation by The Times dis¬ 
closed a history of unrest, damage and 
staff departures ai the uniL The inter¬ 


vention by Mr Boateng was. however, 
clouded by the news that Sue Clifton, 
the director of the centre, has been ap¬ 
pointed as an unpaid adviser to the 
Youth Justice Board, offering advice 
on secure facilities for young people. 

The minister said he had asked Re¬ 
bound, the Group 4 subsidiary which 
runs tile centre, to implement a “refur¬ 
bishment*' programme so as to ensure 
a high standard of care, control, educa¬ 
tion and training as required by its 
contract He rebuked Rebound which 
admiTs that it was taken aback by the 
violent behaviour of many of the of¬ 


fenders. The centre opened this year. 
“We expect Rebound to deliver to tiiese 
young people in conditions in which 
their welfare and public safety are se¬ 
cured. Nothing less will do,” he said. 

The offenders have been excluded 
from schools for an average of four 
years and each of the 60 who have 
spent time there had been convicted of 
an average of seven serious offences. 

Mr Boateng was fully aware that a 
soda! services inspection team had crit¬ 
icised the centre, which can hold a 
maximum of 4012-14-year-old persist¬ 
ent offenders. He said: "Whilst there 


are clearly some difficulties at Medway 
which 1 want to see put right, there is a 
willingness amongst those working 
there to get to grips with these problems. 
We should all be aware that the children 
placed have troubled backgrounds and 
are characterised by challenging behav¬ 
iour. They require a high standard of 
care and management if they are to get to 
grips with their offending and make 
something of their young lives.” 

While work on the centre is being car¬ 
ried out the number of inmates will be re¬ 
duced to 25. There are presemly 36 chil¬ 
dren there. 
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Caravanner stands coolly amid her colourless colleagues 


I f the former Welsh Secre¬ 
tary Ron Davies’s favour¬ 
ite song is f am vihatl am, 
Margaret Beckett could find 
her theme tune in the Ellon 
John songbook: I'm still stand¬ 
ing, after all these years ... 

For the Leader of the House 
— formerly President of the 
Board oF Trade, formerly 
■Shadow Trade and Industry 
Secretary, formerly Shadow 
Health Secretary, Deputy 
Leader of the Labour Parly 
and Campaigns Co-ordinator, 
for a short lime Acting Labour 
Leader after John Smith’s 


death, and Shadow Chancel¬ 
lor before that — this is only 
the later phase of her political 
career. Earlier, as Margaret 
Jackson, she was a formidable 
minister in the Education De¬ 
partment. overseeing the com- 
prehensivisation of schools. 
This woman is no quitter. 

And Mrs Beckett is still 
standing, cool under fire, 
crisp, brisk and demure in her 
elegant trouser-suits and hard 
hair. Unfussed and unpreten¬ 
tious, she is an underrated as¬ 
set to Labour at Westminster 
a steady presence dyed in the 


natural hues of her party, not 
one of your new Labour In¬ 
stant Whip politicians market¬ 
ed in a bewildering range of ar¬ 
tificial colourings, all vanilla. 

Beckett's moods range from 
playful to icy but she never 
shouts. She has a steely quali¬ 
ty. Such passion as she com¬ 
mands is expended quietly. 

Wholly lacking airs and 
graces and an ‘out’ caravan¬ 
ner. she has never complained 
at this sketch—except once. Af¬ 
ter an unfortunate robbery at 
her home in Derby I re¬ 
marked that one of Britain^ 



»F^ttttEW PARRIS 


POLITICAL SKETCH 



finest collections of plastic ear¬ 
rings had been dispersed be¬ 
yond recovery. 

Mrs Beckett politely put me 
right: some of her earrings 
were Royal Doulton. When I 
wrote a sketch about a fly that 
had become caught in her hair 
during a press-conference, she 
presented me with a fly-swat 

Before Gelding a fabryn- 


thine briefing about possible 
Lords tactics'in the new Ses¬ 
sion, Mrs Beckett’s lot was to 
face her weekly grilling by 
MPs on the forthcoming “Busi¬ 
ness of the House". Business 
Questions bear no more than 
a nodding acquaintance with 
Business: really just an oppor¬ 
tunity for backbenchers to 
throw wet sponges at some¬ 


body in the Government. Mrs 
Beckett endured the kiddies' 
playtime with her usual poise. 
She has pioneered a new. no- 
nonsense approach to dealing 
with inquiries to which she 
does not know ihe answer: she 
replies that she does not know 
the answer. In British politics 
this is an astonishing novelty 
and leaves questioners floun¬ 
dering. 

Only Dennis Skinner (Lab. 
Bolsoverl slightly flustered 
her. In mocking reprise of a 
phrase of Peter Mandelson's. 
Mr Skinner told the Govern¬ 


ment that for General Pino, 
chet to be let off the hook by 
the Home Secretary would be 
pretty gut-wrenching stun. On 
ves, Skinner’s still standing. 

The debate following was 
led by Frank Dobson, die 
Health Secretary, a thought¬ 
ful. moderate, genial old social¬ 
ist. Mr Dobson, too. is still 
standing — a Corinthian col¬ 
umn. one of a few still upright 
among ihe rubble of a col¬ 
lapsed ideology. He was his 
usual, boisterous self. 

Not much later. Michael He- 
seltine rose. With easy grace 


he swung a few desulfoqnf 
punches at the Government .“9 
just to show he still can. cheer- v 
ing up his own side immense. / 
ly. Even when — as yesterday . 

— the engine is only idling at' 
the amber lights with a little 
rev here and there by way of 
display, we are reminded .of 
the horsepower under that day. - 
torical bonnet. 

In an age of Nescafe politics ■; 
and Nescafe politicians, it is-;;; 
good to encounter, in Bedcea,?^ 
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Prescott urges 
train firms to 


recruit drivers 


TRAIN companies were 
pressed by John Prescott last 
night to recruit 800 new driv¬ 
ers witliin the new year as he 
said the performance on the 
railways was “unacceptable”. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
has no statutory power to force 
the train companies to recruit 
drivers but he made it clear to 
a meeting of rail industry lead¬ 
ers that only companies that 
commit themselves to improv¬ 
ing the service will be consid¬ 
ered for future railway con¬ 
tracts. And. continuing his 
tough line, he told them that 
they had 12 months to improve 
punctuality and other stand¬ 
ards before tougher laws are 
introduced to tighten regula¬ 
tion of the rail network. 

However. Mr Prescott ad¬ 
mitted that introducing im¬ 
provements “will be a long 
haul” as senior rail managers 
concede that punctuality' could 
worsen over the coming 
months before standards get 
better. 

Shortages of drivers across 
the country have been blamed 
by many of the 25 train opera¬ 
tors for problems in running 
punctual services. However, 
some Z500 drivers lost their 
jobs in the run-up to privatisa¬ 
tion. leaving some 14.000 in 
the new private industry. 

The driver shortage, which 
has coincided with substantial 
increases in the number of 
train services, has forced 
many operators into an in¬ 
tense recruitment battle, with 
staff being poached at salaries 
of more than E25.000. esperial- 


Deputy Prime 
Minister says 
performance is 
unacceptable, 
writes Arthur 


Leathley 


ly by firms running long dis¬ 
tance services. 

Despite Mr Prescott’s de¬ 
mands that train companies 
sec out immediate plans to im¬ 
prove services he admitted 
that it would be some time be¬ 
fore passengers saw higher 
standards. “It would be a long 
haul but today we saw a very 
positive step towards improv¬ 
ing the system." he said after 
meeting rail industry leaders 
and regulators at his office. 

The meeting was called by 
ministers exasperated at the 
worsening standards of punc¬ 
tuality over the last year, 
which have taken many train 
services back to the levels of 
British Rail. At yesterday’s 
meeting, operators and Rail- 
track agreed to set up a joint 


working group to identify and 
tackle the 50 worst blackspots 


for delays and cancellations. 
Rail trade, the track and signal¬ 
ling company, has already 
identified some 20 sections of 
track that cause greatest con¬ 
gestion. but the firm has been 
criticised by the rail regulator, 
John Swift, for being too 


vague in its timetable for re¬ 
lieving the bottlenecks. 

Most of the worst sections 
are on the commuter routes 
into London, Birmingham. 
Manchester, Leeds and Edin¬ 
burgh but there are also other 
pans of the network that re¬ 
quire extra track because the 
current two-track layout is 
proving inadequate. 

Mr Prescott ordered the 
companies to set firm propos¬ 
als by next February, when 
they will be called to a public 
meeting at which passengers 
will be able to question them 
on their plans. 

Ministers also confirmed 
that they are planning to wid¬ 
en the range of targets that 
will be taken into considera¬ 
tion when deciding whether 
train companies will be al¬ 
lowed to renew their franchis¬ 
es. Currently, punctuality, 
train cancellations and over¬ 
crowding remain the main 
standards by which operators 
are judged and penalised fi¬ 
nancially. However ministers 
also plan to include levels of 
passenger- satisfaction over is¬ 
sues such as the cleanliness of 
trains, attitude of staff and lev¬ 
els of on-board catering. 

John Reid, the Transport 
Minister who also attended 
yesterday’s meeting, said that 
punctual!ry and cancellations 
would remain the most impor¬ 
tant factors, said He added 
that ministers would be set¬ 
ting up a shadow Strategic 
Rail Authority by next spring 
to co-ordinate policy between 
regulators and the industry. 



Undercover 
police may 
hunt for 
racists 


By Stewart Ten dler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 


BLACK London police officers 
may go undercover to test 
whether colleagues are racist 
and corruption investigators 
will set up traps with marked 
cash under Scotland Yard 
plans for “integrity tests”. 

The tests being planned by 
Sir Paul Condon, the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Metropolitan Po¬ 
lice. could be targeted at sta¬ 
tions. units or individuals who 
come under suspicion but sen¬ 
ior officers say that the opera¬ 
tions could also be random. 

Investigators might be infil¬ 
trated into the stations as 
“sleepers” posing as ordinary 
officers to get close to suspects. 
Cases could be set up where po¬ 
lice are confronted with large 
amounts of cash or drugs. 

Unknown to the officers the 
evidence would in fact be 
marked or monitored by hid¬ 
den cameras and micro¬ 
phones. Last month two 
former Flying Squad officers 
were convicted for a cannabis 


Tony Blair makes his historic speech to the Dublin parliament yesterday, watched by Irish MPs 


conspiracy. 

If there are suspicions of rac¬ 
ism the investigators may en- 
role members of local commu¬ 
nities to help them check alle¬ 
gations of racial bias and lan¬ 
guage towards members of 
the ethnic communities. The 
Yard could also use black offic¬ 
ers posing as civilians. A 
number already work under¬ 
cover for the Yard’s SOll crimi¬ 
nal intelligence unit 
The plans are the latest 
move by Sir Paul to drive cor¬ 
ruption out his force. Detec¬ 
tives from his enlarged com¬ 
plaints investigation bureau 
will also target officers suspect¬ 
ed of fabricating evidence in in¬ 
vestigations. 


Patten sees his future in Europe 


By Roland Watson, political correspondent 


CHRIS PATTEN yesterday gave the 
strongest signal yet that he would like his 
political future to be in Europe rather 
than Westminster. 

The former Hong Kong governor said 
that be would be “delighted” to be ap¬ 
proached as Britain's next European Com¬ 
missioner when the job becomes available 
next year. He contrasted his enthusiasm 
for the Brussels post with scepticism for 
the other possibilities open to him. name¬ 
ly returning to the Commons as an MPor 
running for mayor of London. 

The former Tory chairman and ex-MP 
for Bath said that there was a “very, very 
bad track record” of trying io parachute 
party grandees into the Commons, and 
suggested ihat he might not be whole¬ 


hearted enough to throw himself into con¬ 
stituency business for a second time. And 
although not ruling himself out of the race 
to become the Tories* candidate for may¬ 
or, he raised doubts about whether the 
role would have enough executive powers 
to make it a credible job. 

But asked abouL the job of succeeding 
Sir Leon Brittan as one of Britain's two Eu¬ 
ropean Commissioners next year, Mr Pat¬ 
ten said: “It’s an interesting idea. If any¬ 
body wants to talk to me about it 1 would 
be delighted to hear from them.” 

Although William Hague has suggest¬ 
ed that he could accept Mr Patten in the. 
job. such a move would present him with 
political difficulties because he has al¬ 
ready put forward Alastair Goodlad, the 


former Tory Chief Whip, as his nomina¬ 
tion. With Neil Kinnock holding the other 
post, the vacancy would by convention go 
to a Tory. The Prime Minister, who 
makes the appointment, is known to think 
highly of Mr Patten and gave him the job 
of heading the commission into the future 
of the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

Although predicting that William 
Hague would be the next Tory Prime Min¬ 
ister. Mr Patten criticised the party lead¬ 
er’s policy of ruling out the single curren¬ 
cy for the lifetime of the next parliament: 
“Waiting and seeing is more sensible than 
waiting a very long time and then seeing." 

But he also took a sideswipe at Mr 
Blair's adoption of the ‘Third Way” as the 
Government’s guiding philosophy. 


West too weak to keep 
peace, says Portillo 


By Philip Webster, political editor 


NUCLEAR confrontation is 
more likely than at any time 
in the last 30 years because of 
the collapse of the West’s mor¬ 
al authority, Michael POrtillo 
will say today. 

In an outspoken attack on 
the way the Nato alliance has 
responded to recent emergen¬ 
cies in Kosovo and Iraq, the 
former Defence Secretary will 
become the first senior British 
politician to suggest that Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's troubles over 
the Monica Lewinsky contro¬ 


versy have damaged western 
interests. In a speech to the 
Royal United Services Insti¬ 
tute in London. Mr Portillo 
will not name the president 

But he will say: “Our wish¬ 
es no longer hold sway, our 
words no longer convince and 
our willpower no longer im¬ 
presses. When Western lead¬ 
ers are involved in scandals, 
respect for the West is reduced 
further, and with it our influ¬ 
ence too.” 

His main criticism, howev¬ 


er, will be directed at the fail¬ 
ure of other European govern¬ 
ments sufficiently to back Brit¬ 
ain and the United States in 
the crises of the last few 
months. Referring to the series 
of Nato warnings to Saddam 
Hussein over weapons inspec¬ 
tions in Iraq, he says: “An Ira¬ 
qi undertaking was consid¬ 
ered sufficient reason to call 
off the mission, even though 
an American official de¬ 
scribed it as being full of 
holes." 
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Councillor 


35. 


resigns 
after arrest 


A councillor praised by Totfyf*- 
Blair for his leadership has re-\ .. 
signed as head of his party. ; ; 
group after being arrested by S’ 
fraud squad detectives. Mat/.'-f. 
colm Glover is the second lead- .*•» 
er of the controlling Labour f 
group on Doncaster councUin 
south Yorkshire to resign with- 
in two years after being guesr_.! 
tioned by officers investigating . 
corruption. He was appointed v- 
in March last year to replace. , 
Peter Welsh, who was also V 
questioned by police. . " - 

Mr Glover. 47. was arrested; 
on Wednesday by officers. 
working on the Operation pa- ‘V _ 
num investigation into claims 
of expenses fiddling, the . -' 
awarding of contracts and ' 
helping developers obtain';' 
planning permission. Before . 
the ocal government elections... • 
Mr Glover apologised for the 
council’s poor performance. 
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The Crown Prosecution Sere- 
ice was yesterday accused of. 
wasting millions of pounds foF . 
lowing the collapse of a court' 
case against two animal rights 
activists. After four years of le¬ 
gal argument, a judge has 
thrown out charges against 
Paul Rogers and Robin Webb - 
of inciting arson and criminal 
damage by publishing articles 
in the animal rights magazine . 
Green Anarchist, on the ? 
ground that the charges were ; 
wrongly worded. 1; 


Cash for colleges 6 
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The Government yesterday an- 
nounced £720 million to im- ~ r 
prove standards of learning 
and the appearance of further 
education colleges, in support.' 
of its pledge to add 400,000 ’ 
places to FE colleges before the 
next election. Announcing the. 
money at the annual confer¬ 
ence of the Association for Col¬ 
leges, in Harrogate. David 
Blunkett, the Secretary of 
State for Education, said he ex¬ 
pected colleges to work hard to 
raise standards. - 




lfccv 

JtOCc 


BJLr- 






Director quits 
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The executive appointed to ... 
oversee a restructuring of the 
Arts Council of England has 
resigned unexpectedly. The de¬ 
parture of Graham M&rchant. 

45, six months after he was ap- " 
pointed executive director of 
arts and policy, astounded the ‘ 
arts community. The former': 
genera] manager of the Norih • 
London dance centre. The ’:,, 
Place, and administrator af; 
Opera North was brought,in r 
last June to slim down the Arts 
Council operation. 
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Unbelievable. A unique Tape 
Library function means no 
more searching through 
endless videos. Our new HD630 


a 


aim end,ess videos. Our new HD 630 
Library r em<?mbers the title ;and : date of 
v: ; for example, 3 programmes bn 
to 200 tapes. So rt tells you what’s on any tape 
its.previously recorded on, without even puling 
a cassette in or near-the recorder. Then just put 
the tape m VCB, cKooM^eSrogr^me 
warn from the on-screen menu anti It takes y OU 

straight there. Bui the superior,ntelligetice ot lh ,, 
advanced VCR doesn't end there. You can even 
record and playback subtitles and with a host o' 
other features, include Ntoam stereo; „ a lrue 
phenomenon. To discover more, call C390 357 35 - 
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has gone, says 
custody judge 


after 


:'- v.-"- 1 ::, ^ bv Toni 
- -.M-r S- Inu ™ Pani 
" "«■ Mi 

-VfijgSEiS 

.• • T.**«»>? tp* 

■ • j • .:;•_ ^wiaann, 

■ •_• . .' ■■^'appoimui 

"■■ r !f> replac? 

.’ ^ y SajT 

'” '■ -Isuir 

z': :r - '* 

ac 

• •• r/ijir, 

■" ; 


A JUDGE has given a boost lo 
father power*' by ruling that a 
lather was ihe right parent of 
a broken marriage io bring up 
'A rwo-year-old child. 

Mr Justice Camlet, a family 
division judge, made dear in 
me Court of Appeal yesterday 
that the days had gone when 
mothers could assume they 
were the ones who should care 
for the children. 

In the past decade, he said, 
the growing equality of the sex¬ 
es in the chores of marriage 
had resulted in fathers being 
“much bener equipped to look 
after children nowadays” if 
necessary, on their own’ 

The judge's ruling appears 
to mark a shift from the House 
of Lords' ruling in 19% in 
which it was held that a voung 
yild’s place is normally with 
us mother, not its father. 

In the case before the court, 
both parents were Asian and 
the marriage — now dissolved 
— had been an arranged one. 
The mother did not work and 
the father was self-employed 
and worked from home using 
a computer. 

Mr Justice Cazalet upheld a 
Cambridge county court rul¬ 
ing in September that the little 
boy at the centre of the dispute 
should remain with his father. 

A factor in the decision was 
the court’s fear that if the child 
went to his mother, she might 
go to India and remain there; 


The stereotype of 
parental roles is 
losing ground in 
child access 
cases, reports 
Frances Gibb 


whereas ihe father was likely 
io allow the child tn remain in 
contact with his mother. 

Lord Justice Hirst, agree¬ 
ing. said he considered thai 
the father was the right and 
most trustworthy parent for 
the child to be with. 

He considered that if the 
mother — whom he described 
as unreliable and untrustwor¬ 
thy — was given the child, the 
likelihood was that the father 
would lose contact with his 
son. 

The ruling — the latest to 
confirm the equal parental 
rights of fathers — was wel¬ 
comed yesterday. 

Susan Maidment, counsel 
for the father, said yesterday 
that such a decision was unu¬ 
sual. 

She said- "The courts tradi¬ 
tionally have bent over back¬ 
wards to say that there is no pr- 
seumption that the child 
should be with the mother. 


But the reality is that the moth¬ 
er does get the child, unless 
there is some strong factor 
against her.” 

Jim Panon. the chairman of 
the fathers’ rights group. Fami¬ 
lies Need Fathers, welcomed 
the ruling and “the fan that 
judges are prepared to consid¬ 
er the possibility of giving resi¬ 
dence to a father.” 

But. he said, such rulings 
still made up only a tiny minor¬ 
ity of all decisions about the 
care of a child. 

He emphasised that the way 
forward was not for the child 
to go to one parent or Lhe oth¬ 
er. but for courts lo make more 
use of joint residence orders. 

“We are all victims of the 
present adversarial system in 
which the winner takes all. 
That is where it all goes 
wrong." he said. 

Another ruling which gave 
a judicial boost to fathers' 
rights, was in August this 
year, when a father who 
stayed at home while his wife 
worked, was granted sole 
rights to bring up their three 
children because of his role as 
the full-time carer. The mother 
was allowed to have the chil¬ 
dren on alternate weekends. 

The number of men who 
look after their children has 
risen from 44.000 to 89.000 in 
the past five years, according 
to the Office of National Statis¬ 
tics. 
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Nine O’Clock 
survivors hold 
pagan ritual 

By Ruth Gledhujl religion correspondent 
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MEMBERS of Sheffield's noto¬ 
rious Nine O’Clock Service, 
disbanded after its leader was 
found to have abused women 
members, are still going 
' recently celebrated 
i festival in a Church of ? 
England chapel, it is disclosed 
today. . 

The surviving members of 
the service, now renamed the 
Nine O’Clock Community, cel¬ 
ebrated Samhain. a pagan fire 
festival, in a service that made 
no reference to Jesus Christ 

The 20 adults and ten chil¬ 
dren sang along to a Sinead 
O’Connor track. Thank you 
for Hearing Me, in a service 
with a backbeat of continuous 
percussion provided by the 
children, who had been given 
an old baby milk can or mar¬ 
garine carton filled with dry 
peas. 

The service sheet described 
the festival as "associated with 
the remembrance of ances¬ 
tors". It listed ten activities for 
the season, which included the 
advice; “Seek the sun at mid- 
■'--jght the rich treasures that 
tfe in the land of winter." 

After a seven-minute ser¬ 
mon on the meaning of Sam- 
haim by Jim, a lay member of 
the church, the congregation 
were invited to take part in a 
"threshold ritual" where they 
wrote down their hopes and 
fears for the future. They then 
left the chapel to bum these on 
a bonfire. 

In the sermon, the congrega¬ 
tion was told that people in the 
West are so preoccupied with 
life and death they have forgot¬ 
ten their ancestors, and that 
they should try to remember 
and communicate with them 
in future to avoid repeating 


past mistakes. The Nine 
O’Clock Service, at one time a 
prototype for new forms of 
"rave" worship in the Church 
of England, was disbanded in 
the summer of 1995 after its 
leader, Chris Brain, faced alle¬ 
gations that he had abused 
women members. . . 

The following April, mem¬ 
bers were assigned a chaplain, 
the Rev Philip Allin. and die 
community moved to an Angli¬ 
can chapel in AtterclifTe. 

But the pagan service was 
"outed” on the Internet this 
week after a visit by an Angli¬ 
can who worships at another 
Sheffield church. According to 
a report in today’s Church 
Times, 

Mr Allin was not at the pa¬ 
gan service because he had 
flu. Instead, the service was 
led by lay members of the con¬ 
gregation. 

The service is described by a 
“mystery worshipper”, one of 
a team of worshippers who vis¬ 
it churches incognito, on a 
Christian website. Ship of 
Fools. 



Brain: leader who 
faced allegations 


Morphine 

killed 

surgeon’s 

wife 

By Paul Wilkinson 


A GPs future was in the bal¬ 
ance today after he was con¬ 
victed of the manslaughter of a 
consultant’s wife he was treat¬ 
ing fora migraine. 

Meer Abdul Raheem killed 
Patsy Helm. 41, with an over¬ 
dose of pain-kilting morphine 
20 times the normal dose. He 
had denied her manslaughter 
in May 1996while working for 
a GP deputising service. 

Dr Raheem, 55. who also 
runs two practices in Doncas¬ 
ter. South Yorkshire, was 
bailed to return to Sheffield 
Crown Court for sentencing to¬ 
day. A manslaughter convic¬ 
tion carries a penalty ranging 
from probation to a life sen¬ 
tence. Dr Raheem will also 
face an investigation tty the 
General Medical Council 

The woman's husband. Rog¬ 
er Helm, an orthopaedic sur¬ 
geon, who was working at the 
time at Doncaster Royal Infir¬ 
mary. had told the court that 
he railed a doctor when his 
wife was still unwell the morn¬ 
ing after they left a dinner par¬ 
ty early because of her mi¬ 
graine. 

Dr Raheem went to a local 
chemist for a milder pain-kill¬ 
er but could only get diamor- 
phine hydrochloride, a form of 
morphine, taking 100 milli¬ 
grammes. which he injected 
into Mrs Helm. Later her hus¬ 
band could not rouse her. 
Shortly afterwards she was 
certified dead. 

Dr Raheem told the court- "I 
was absolutely horrified at the 
most tragic incident in my 
whole life." He said he had 
mixed the dose of diamor- 
phine with distilled water and 
calculated the correct dose. 


^Experts cast doubt on site 
of Anglo-Saxon sword find 
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THE mystery surrounding 
the discovery of a rare golden 
Anglo-Saxon sword pommel 
deepened yesterday after an 
inquest was told that the toy 
metal detector said to have 
found it “could not pick up a 
dustbin lid”. 

Ernest Graves, who regular¬ 
ly searches for buried arte¬ 
facts, told a treasure trove in¬ 
quest in Holt “It is just unbe¬ 
lievable to find something like 
the pommel with a machine of 
that type." 

The hearing had earlier 

been toW that iwiice had inves- 

. ‘.(gated the daim by John Sut- 

tonand his son-in-law. Nigel 
Wilding, that they found the 
pommel which is worth up to 
£12 million, on a beach at AM- 
brough. East Riding. After 
checking allegations mat the 
pommel possibly once the 

property of a nobleman of roy¬ 
al blood, might actually have 


By Paul Wilkinson 

come from a known Saxon 
site at Melton, near Hull po¬ 
lice took no no further action. 

Mr Wilding has said that 
he found the four-inch pom¬ 
mel inside a day boulder with 
a second-hand children's de¬ 
tector that he had bought at a 
car boot sale for EI0. 

Mr Graves, a friend of Mr 
Sutton, said: ‘The size of the 
boulder and the day means 
there would be no chance in 
this world that something as 
small as the pommel could be 
detected inside." Mr Graves, 
of Hull contacted the coroner. 
Geoffrey Saul, shortly before 
the inquest opened m July to 
voice doubts about Mr but- 

^ He^said that he had taped 
conversations with Mr Sutton 
which he claimed showed dis¬ 
crepancies in the sm«y- Htr 
toldthe court that he had been 
on a trip with Mr button the 


day before the discovery of the 
pommel on November 13 last 
year to a farmer’s field m 
Melton. 

Experts from the Humber 
Archaeology Partnership told 
the inquest that there was no 
condusive evidence thai the 
pommel came from Melton 
HtiL Christopher Lovduck 
said that his group had made 
a comprehensive survey of the 
two sites, and that while there 
had been a discovery of Ari¬ 
el O-Saxon remains at Melton 
m 1907, no remains had been 
found on the beach at AJd- 
brough. 

“Because of the total ab¬ 
sence of other Anglo-Saxon re¬ 
mains in the area, no physical 
abrasion from the sea or any 
salt corrosion h seems ex¬ 
tremely suspicious that this 
find was made on the beach at 
Aldbrough," he said. 

TTie inquest continues. 
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The newly crowned Miss World, Linor Abargil from Israel after winning the title in the Seychelles last night 

Israel scoops unwanted double 


By Diana Biamires 

TO WIN one maligned competition 
could be considered unlucky, but to win 
two could be construed as careless. 

The unlikely honour fell to Israel last 
night when it added the title of Miss 
World to the Eurovision Song Contest 
Linor Abargfl. 19. was crowned the 
47th Miss World at a ceremoney in the 
Seychelles, broadcast on British terrestri¬ 
al television for the first time in ten years. 


Eric Moriey, who organised the first 
contest in 1951. insists the contest has 
shed its bathing beauty image and is now 
more about elegance and intelligence. As 
if to bade up his claims, it emerged that 
Miss Abargil wants a career in media 
communications and dances jazz, classi¬ 
cal modern and ballet 
Miss Abargil edged out Miss France. 
Veronique CaJoc, who came second, and 
Miss Malaysia. Pick Lim Lina Teoh. tn 
win the title. The new Miss World, who 


takes over from Diana Hayden of India, 
will have to address audiences across the 
world during her one-year reign, her job 
being to raise money for charities. 

According to the organiser. Gilbert 
Pool the Seychelles, which spent $6J> mil¬ 
lion on the pageant is hoping that the tel¬ 
evision exposure wQl increase die flow of 
tourists to the islands, where backpack¬ 
ers are discouraged in favour of well-off 
visitors who will leave the fntgfie environ¬ 
ment intact 


Children 
tortured 
schoolboy 
for three 
hours 

By A Correspondent 

A BROTHER and sister who 
tortured a boy for nearly three 
hours after abducting him on 
his way home from school 
have been detained for a total 
of seven and a half years. 

Their 11-year-old victim was 
repeatedly kicked, punched, 
stabbed, beaten with sticks 
and thrown into a river after 
being frogmarched to a lonely 
park. He suffered more than 
40 injuries before he staggered 
home to his parents nearly a 
mile away. Carlisle Crown 
Court was told. 

Yesterday Daniel Greer. 12. 
of Carlisle, was ordered to be 
detained in secure children's 
accommodation for four and a 
half years. His sister. Emma. 
15. was detained for three 
years. They had admitted false 
imprisonment and assault 
causing actual bodily harm. 

Judge Robert Brown took 
the unusual step of allowing 
them to be named in the me¬ 
dia. saying they posed a seri¬ 
ous risk of harming others. 

During the attack they hit 
the boy 40 times with his ten¬ 
nis racquet whipped him with 
branches and pushed him 
three times into the waist-deep 
River Petteril. 

Barristers representing the 
two children blamed the way 
they had been brought up by 
uncaring parents. Daniel 
Greer was described as “a 
deeply troubled child”. 
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FITTED BY 
CHRISTMAS 
- Guaranteed - 


Autumn Is the perfect time to 
plan a spacious new bedroom with 
Sharps - the UK's No.! fitted bedroom 
specialist. In the Sharps Autumn Sale 
you’ll now find great savings of up to 
55% oft* Plus, if you order your bedroom 
this week you can save an extra I0%t 
and hove ft fined In time far Christmas. 

Call in today! 

SHARPS 

9* Bedrooms 
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If you can rustle up a 30% deposit, we’ll rustle up a gleaming Rover 200 with two years’ interest-free finance,* [ 
power-assisted steering and a year’s free insurance. 1 

You have until 31st January 1999 to make up your mind, but why wait? (is it just us, or is it chillier today?) 

Call 0345 186 186 or visit your local Rover dealer for further details, www.rover.co.uk 

• •" 

FREE INSURANCE OM Alt ROVER 200 MODELS EXCEPT R0V1B 300 SE, ROWER 2UI AMD R0YEB 300 BRM. SU8ECT TO INS1ASIS TERMS AND CONOtltOSilS. OfFEft AWLABLE UNTIL 3UL99. •!>• RIMNCC E NOT AUULAKE ON HOVER 200 BUM OR ON JHE EBP SCHEME AMD CERTAIN CATEGORIES nc □> tenure* , 

EXAMPLE. ROVER 200 SE 3DS. OTR PRICE C&995 SUBJECT TO AVWLABUJTY. DEPOSIT JA507.00. AMOUNT OF O^DIT 1*438.00, TOTAL CHARGE FOR CREDIT tC 00 .24 MONTHLY PAYMENT5 OF UBTOO. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £0835. RNANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS AND IS AVAILABLE TO OVER lS^>^Wr!.,Tt21 SER5 MRV ^ EXCUinQl MWED DUrauCFTYPtG^ ■ 
ADREEMENTS OP 24 MONTH TERM WITH 50»« MINIMUM DEPOSIT A*D AHE SIMJECTIO »W«£ WITHOUT WJTiet OfTEP ENOS aj.isa GUARANTEES AND I7JDEMSHTSE5 HUW K fftQiaRED. WRITTEN QUOTAJCS& AVAaABLE ON REQUEUE R NANCE E PROVIDeD BY ROVU? RNANCW. SERVICED ica) UMrTED, E^ x Vr u !l^!^Jf RUS SHOWN ONLY AWULAar : 

e ”™*“NAL NOUSt SICKENHILL LANE. BRMMQHAM gU IB? 
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Santas sit 
exam in 
running 
a grotto 

Simon de Bruxelles on Britain’s 
first Father Christmas diploma 



THE telephone rings at the 
other end of the line. 

“Hello, shopping centre se¬ 
curity." a voice answers. 

“Can you pur me through to 
Santa’s grono please?” 

Click. “Good morning. Fa¬ 
ther Christmas speaking." 

“Hello, this is Simon de 
Bruxelles from The Times. Is 
that Rex?* 

“No. this is Faiher Chrisi- 
\ mas." 

J “Well, would you mind if I 
had a word with you about the 
course you are running in San¬ 
ta studies?” 

“Only if you say hello to the 
children first. This call is be¬ 
ing broadcast through a teddy 
bear which moves his mouth 
when you talk. Say hellu chil¬ 
dren." 

Childish giggles in the back¬ 
ground. I have finally tracked 
Santa to his lair. 

Rex. a middle-aged man 
who will only answer to the 
name Father Christmas, is 
running Britain's first course 
in Santa Clausing. 

For the past eight weeks 
three students at an adult edu¬ 
cation college in Somerset 
have been learning how to be¬ 
friend children without scar¬ 
ing their parents. No longer is 
it enough to dress up in a red 
costume, wear a cotton wool 
beard and slap your thighs 
while chortling “Ho, Ho, Ho”. 

Not only does today's Santa 
have to study voice projection 
and “ambient fighting for grot¬ 
tos”, be has to produce a cntifi- 
cate from the police proving 
that he has a dean record. 

Santa has been having a 
lean time recently: only half 
the number of stores have grot¬ 


tos this year compared lo last. 
Many department stores have 
banned children from sitting 
on Santa's knee, fearing it 
could be misconstrued. 

Father Christmas said: “For 
364 days of the year parents 
tell their children not to talk to 
strangers. When they take 
them to sec Santa they tell 
them not only to talk to this to¬ 
tal stranger but also to sit on 
his knee in a strange room. 

“Wc want to help parents 
feel absolutely sure that their 
children are with a trustwor¬ 
thy person.” 

Students are given trained 
in all aspects of Santa Claus¬ 
ing. including the history of Fa¬ 
ther Christmas, understand¬ 
ing the public, running your 
own grotto, choosing toys, 
how lo train elves and dealing 
with difficult situations. 

After the eight-week course, 
fully qualified Santas can 
hope to earn anything be¬ 
tween £8 and EI2S an hour. 

The three graduates of Wes¬ 
ton College in Weston-super- 
Mare who were aged between 
35 and 73 have taken their di¬ 
plomas in Santa Gausing and 
have found work in local shop¬ 
ping malls. 

Kath Panes, the head of 
adult education, said: “We be¬ 
lieve this is a professional job 
and that it should be treated as 
such. All people who pass the 
course gain a diploma and 
next year we hope to take on 
students from all over on our 
residential course.' 

Hundreds of inquiries have 
been received from as far 
away as Canada and Sweden 
since details of the course were 
released on the Internet 



Visitors to The Body win enter at the base of the torso. Inside they will learn about gurgles, heartbeats and how the organs deal with a hangover 

Legless man to greet Dome visitors 


By Mark Henderson 


A GIANT abstract sculpture 
showing a male and female 
figure embracing will wel¬ 
come visitors to the Millenni¬ 
um Dome, ft was announced 
yesterday. 

The monumental figures, 
dubbed The Body", are 90ft 
high and 200ft long and form 
the centrepiece of the Body 
Zone — the first exhibit the 
public will see on entering the 
£758 million canopy in 2000. 

The man reclines on an el¬ 
bow with his left arm embrac¬ 
ing the woman and both fig¬ 
ures lean towards the en¬ 
trance of the Dome in a ges¬ 
ture of welcome. They are 
joined at the torso, leaving 
only the woman with legs. 

The sleek design, by the an 
chitect Nigel Crates, echoes 
Henry Moore and removes 
the “giggle factor" of showing 
genitalia by giving the male 
figure an upper half only. Ear¬ 
lier plans for a single male, fe¬ 
male or asexual figure were 
abandoned in part because of 
worries about die effect of 
large or absent private parts. 

Visitors wffl enter at the 
bare of the torso and climb an 
escalator to take a tour 


through the workings of the 
human body. One section will 
explain how your insides deal 
with a hangover, and another 
will concentrate on body 
sounds — the heartbeat and 
the gurgles of the stnmarh 
The exit route leaves through 
the legs, into an interactive 
“exploration area” on health, 
beauty and medical advances. 

The long-awaited final de¬ 
sign for The Body was un¬ 
veiled yesterday to mark the 
landmark of 400 days until 
the site in Greenwich, south 
east London, opens its doors 
on December 31,1999. Earlier 
designs for the figure includ¬ 
ed large male or female fig¬ 
ures. and a mother and baby. 
It will be sponsored by £12 mil¬ 
lion from Boots the Chemist 

Michael Grade, a director 
of the New Millennium Expe¬ 
rience Company, said: “It is 
about getting into the body 
and finding out how you deal 
with things like a hangover.” 

Detailed plans for die Mind 
Zone were also revealed for 
the first time. An ambitious, 
gravity-defying shell designed 
by the Iranian-born architect 
Zaha Hadid, which has been 



The Mind Zone has been compared to a diving board 


likened to a giant diving- 
board, will house a celebra¬ 
tion of the human brain and 
its creative power. 

Visitors will be able to see 
scans of their own brains, 
showing how different parts 
respond to different stimuli. 
and there will be explanation 
of the brain's powers of recov¬ 
ery — one exhibit will show its 
ability to “rewire" itself after 
an accident. 

There will be a “Robot Zoo” 
showing die development of 
artificial intelligence from the 
1950s to the present day and 
the future, and an ambitious 
film wOl explore space from 


the tiniest partides to satellite 
images. British Aerospace 
and GEC were named as joint 
sponsors of the zone, each con¬ 
tributing £6 million, prompt¬ 
ing some disquiet about the in¬ 
volvement of two of Britain’s 
largest arms exporters. 

Jennie Page, chief executive 
of the New Millennium Expe¬ 
rience Company, said: “All 
tiie technology on show in the 
Mind Zone will have a aril ap¬ 
plication. We are not looking 
to have defence as a topic any¬ 
where in the Dome.” 

There was further controver¬ 
sy about the role of the Ameri¬ 
can fast-food chain McDon¬ 


ald’s as the E12 million spon¬ 
sor of Our Town Story, a daily 
pageant featuring different 
communities around Britain. 
One Libera] Democrat MP 
said that the involvement of 
such firms was turning the 
Dome into little more than a 
“trade fair". 

McDonald's will have two 
of the 30 food outlets inside 
the Dome. Ms Page said. She 
also announced that the 5,000 
capacity Baby Dome was like¬ 
ly to show films “celebrating 
one of the greatest gifts to the 
world of the last 2£00 years— 
the British sense of humour." 

Total sponsorship for the 
Dome has now readied £120 
million, just £30 million short 
of its £150 million target, and 
Ms Page said advanced nego¬ 
tiations were tinder way over 
another £15 million. 

□ London Transport's chief 
executive was attacked by 
MPs yesterday after setting a 
“last minute date” — the aid 
of next October—to finish the 
Jubilee Line in time for the 
opening of the Dome: The 
Commons Culture, Media 
and Sport Committee criti¬ 
cised Denis Tunnidiffe for 
not having any contingency 
plans in place. 


HOME NEWS 5 

Private 
schools 
claim 
distortion 
in tables 

By Victoria Fletcher 


THREE QUARTERS of inde¬ 
pendent schools will have 
their performance misrepre¬ 
sented in the league tables to 
be published next week, the 
private sector schools body 
claimed yesterday. 

Schools such as Winchester 
College, one of foe most aca¬ 
demically successful in the 
country, will be shown to have 
achieved grades 10 per cent 
worse than their candidates' 
actual results. 

The problem has arisen be¬ 
cause the Department for Edu¬ 
cation bases its statistics only 
cm the grades of pupils who 
were 15 ar foe beginning of the 
school year in which they look 
their GCSEs. In many* inde¬ 
pendent schools and some 
state schools, however, a small 
number of pupils in the GCSE 
year are just over or just under 
this statutory age. Although 
the results of foe under-age pu¬ 
pils are included in the year 
that they pass 15, children tak¬ 
ing the examinations when 
they are over the age oohort ap¬ 
pear, statistically speaking, as 
failures. 

A survey by the Independ¬ 
ent Schools Information Serv¬ 
ice compared the results of 470 
fee-paying schools with foe fig¬ 
ures for those schools pub¬ 
lished by the Government For 
one in four of these schools, 
the official statistics will show 
them performing more than 10 
per cent worse than they actu¬ 
ally did. Boarding schools, 
which have higher propor¬ 
tions of pupils from overseas 
or whose previous education 
has been disrupted, were par¬ 
ticularly hard hit 

The actual GCSE points 
score achieved at Felsted 
School in Essex was 51.2. but it 
is given as only 443 in Depart¬ 
ment for Education figures. 
The headmaster. Stephen Rob¬ 
erts said: “Despite meetings 
and letters^ the (department] 
continues to' publish statistics 
which do not represent fairly 
the performance of schools 
and thetr pupils.” 
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The hell 
being a 
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Sick husband 
saved by wife 
in a million 
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A WOMAN is to give ter ail¬ 
ing husband a new lease on 
life by giving him one of her 
kidneys. 

Doctors have discovered 

that the couple, related only by 
marriage, have not only the 
same blood group but toe 
same cell structure, giving the 
best possible chance of a suc¬ 
cessful transplant 

Peter Creteau, 58. an elec¬ 
tronic engineer from Corfe 
Mullen in Dorset was told 
that he would probably have 
to wait for at least five years 
for a transplant operation 
when he was diagnosed with 
renal failure. 

With 5,500 people on the na¬ 
tional transplant waiting list 
his chances of finding a suita¬ 
ble donor were slim and he 
faced years of relying on anal¬ 
ysis machine. It was then that 
his wile RaphaeUa volun¬ 
teered to give him one of her 
kidneys. 

“I made up my mind that 1 
would offer one of my kidneys, 
but I didn't tell Peter until we 
were in front of the doctors," 


Kidney swap 
couple have 
beaten huge 
odds against 

donor operation, 
writes Ian Murray 

she said last night. ‘They said 
our children were more likely 
to be a match, but I felt their 
life span is greater than mine 
so I should be the first to be 
eliminated.” 

Doctors told her that as she 
was not a blood relative it was 
unlikely that she would be a 
suitable donor. She was bom 
in Italy and he in France but 
she insisted they carried out 
tests anyway. 

“1 was amazed to discover it 
was a perfect match." she said. 
‘The doctor said he’d never 
heard of it happening in Brit¬ 
ain before. It was absolutely 


phenomenal. We were both 
stunned when we came out of 
hospital. 

T told Peter after 33 years of 
marriage we finally found 
something we had in common 
— the same blood group. Thai 
broke toe tension. 

“One doctor told me it was a 
chance in a million. My only 
worry is in case anything goes 
wrong with toe operation, but 
the surgeons have said there is 
a 96 per cent chance of success 
because it is a live transplant. 

“Nothing in life is 100 par 
cent so we decided to have a go 
for it it’s just amazing." 

Mr Creteau said: “ It’s abso¬ 
lutely amazing to share some 
thing in life with your wife oth¬ 
er than material things. I am 
more worried about Raphael- 
la having her operation than 
me, because hers is far more 
difficult" 

Rachel Stoddard-Mur den, 
transplant co-ordinator at Der- 
riford Hospital, said: ‘The 
chances of a wife being a 
match for her husband are 
less than 1 per cent." 



Peter and RaphaeQa Creteau: doctors were amazed that their cells matched so well 
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BA pilot 
accepts 
damages J 
over 
surgeiy 

By Tim Jones 

A PILOT who claimed his ca¬ 
reer was destroyed after a - 
failed reverse drcumdston 

shattered his confidence yester- 

day accepted more titan * 
£ 800.000 in damages to end. 
his High Court action. 

James Williams, 42, had 
been seeking more titan ■, 

£3 million in compensation 
from John Pryor, the consult-. . ' 
ant surgeon who operated to 
give him a new foreskin, but 
said he found it too traumatic 
to continue the case. Mr Wil¬ 
liams has made a complaint to 
the General Medical Cound] 
against Mr Pryor, who operat¬ 
ed on him at the private lister 
Hospital in Chelsea. 

The court heard that the 
skin graft Mr Williams had re¬ 
ceived in a reverse circumci¬ 
sion operation in 1994, de- j 
signed to cure discomfort dur- ^ 
mg sex, had turned gangre- ' 
nous and he had almost lost 
his penis. Nicholas Leviseur, 
his counsel had told the judge: 

“The effects have been cata¬ 
strophic. His moods are vol- 
that their cells matched so well a tile. His self-confidence has 

gone and his nerves are shot” 

Last night, Laurence Vick. 

— 'IV T ^ _a. his solicitor, said: “Mr Wil- 

liams considers himself ex-. 

© tremely fortunate to have sur- 

-g_ vived this operation. He suf- - 

f|3 fl'MPS fared toe most appalling iiiju- 
nes to his abdomen and geni- 
-g -g-j j tals as a result of what he un- 

I IP(1 derstood was to be a straight- 

m.\^ ▼ Vilvia forward procedure involving a 

> a short hospital stay." 

51T ^ “These 

Cl. I- VCU. ij events resulted in the loss of W 

his career as an airline pilot a£ 

V-- By Mark Henderson ter he had to be medically re- 
--■l tired by British Airways. It 

FIVE carers were being ques- had been his life-long amhi- . 

£*! tioned over neglect allegations tion to fly and he is under- 
last night after detectives and standably bitter.” The past 
'X social workers raided a resi- four years, he said, had been a 
dential home in Essex for vuJ- great strain for his client, who 
I:;; nerable children and adults. had suffered humiliation and 
rV-i Two women aged 59 and 39 trauma pursuing toe claim. 

L\7. were held on suspicion of ne- However, he added. Mr W3- 
■.ij. gleet and perverting the course liams“feels passionately this is 
; -r of justice, while two other a course of action he had to 
women, both aged 61. also face take to prevent this happening 
X neglect charges. to anyone else". 

A fifth carer, a man aged 26. Since the operation, in De- ■ 

X was arrested in Cornwall and cember. 1994, the court was :. . 

11 was being returned to Colches- tokL Mr Williams, who 
%. ter last night for questioning, earned £66.000 a year flying M 
gag Officers and social workers Jumbo Jets, had become a bro- *■' 
Wf from tiie Essex child pro tec- ken man who suffered from 
tion unit made the arrests fat- such depression and post-tratr~ 
lowing allegations of physical matic stress he was unlikely to 
X abuse of residents of the Old fly again. He had undergone 
■v-Lj Convent in Bfcknacre, near six operations to repair the 
X Chelmsford. damage he had suffered and. 

More than 100 police and so- had tost his family and tus „ 

Oi cial workers were involved on home in Devon. \ \ 

toe raid, which began at 7JO In a statement issued, 

am yesterday. through the Medical Defence 

jj& Twelve children and four- Union, Mr Pryor, who denied 
!& teen adults staying at toe negligence or breach of duty, 

13 home, which is run fry an inde- said: “I did not have the oppor- 
| pendent charity, were taken to tunity to give evidence in court 
j new accommodation in Col- but I maintain that his coro- 
f Chester, 15 miles away. plex surgery was performed 

J Detective Chief Superintend- properly and competently." 

enr Lee Weavers, head of Es¬ 
sex CID. said: ‘The focus of 
the intervention today was on 
behalf of the children and vul¬ 
nerable adults with disabili¬ 
ties. 

“Our principle objective was 
to ensure the safely of the resi¬ 
dents while minimising their 
anxiety and any possible dis¬ 
tress." 

Officers plan to search the 
premises for three to five days 
for evidence. A helpline has 
been set up for concerned rela¬ 
tives of residents. 

The home has been run by 
toe independent Family In 
Trust since 1985. 
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W illiams: complaint to. 
Medical Council 


Nationwide has done it ggf»n! We have just won six top mortgage industry awards. These indude the prestigious Best 
Overall Lender from “Your Mortgage” magazine and “Financial Adviser” magazines Five Star Service award. 

The real winners are our members. It’s because we’re a building society and not a bank that we don't have to pay 
dividends to shareholders. Instead we pass the benefits back to our members in the form of low mortgage rates and 
excellent service. We ikink that’s something to shout about, don’t you? 

It's your choice - you decide 


Straw defends 
leadership style 

By Valerie Elliott, Whitehall editor 


It payS tO decide... How do you join us? 

Call 0800 30 20 10, 
quoting TM99 
www.nationwide.co.uk 
Tkr, d._ or visityour local branch 


^Nationwide. 


T , ... Ul M m D ^ or visit your local branch 

The World s No-1 Building Society ____ 

YOUR HOME 15 AT RISK tF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGACE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


JACK STRAW, the Home Sec¬ 
retary, last night turned on 
critics who accused toe Gov¬ 
ernment of “control freakery” 
and said that what they were 
witnessing was strong leader¬ 
ship. The Government's style 
was one of “effective govern¬ 
ment a government with a 
dear purpose". 

Labour's manifesto commit¬ 
ments, particularly on consti¬ 
tutional reform, could not be 
carried out without such effec¬ 
tive leadership, he said. 

Speaking yesterday at a con¬ 
ference organised by Demo¬ 
cratic Audit and Charter 88, 
sponsored by 7he Times. Mr 
Straw took the opportunity to 
respond to critics of Tony 
Blair's centrist government 

Radical policies such as dev¬ 
olution and transfer of powers 
required a "strong and confi¬ 
dent government 

“For such a radical process 
of change to be effective and 
enduring, it does need to be 
managed in a co-ordinated 
and Structured way." 

_ Mr Straw also used the occa¬ 
sion io nail the impression 
that he was “a leading oppo¬ 


nent of Freedom of Informa- 0 
tion". 

The Home Secretary, who 
was given responsibility for 
the proposed new draft Pol 
Bill by Mr Blair last summer, 
denied the charge and saidhe , 
had already taken a number 
of steps to make toe HoraeOf- 
fice more open. 

Mr Straw has ordered that 
all official statistics should be 
published independently of 
Ministers. He has also pub- 
fished all immigration and 
casework manuals, except 
those covering intelligence, 
law enforcement and sensitive 
areasand has decided to give 
proper reasons for his deci¬ 
sion to refuse any applica¬ 
tions for British citizenship. 

Mr Straw has also pledged 
to publish all findings of Sir 
David Ramsbotham, the ^ 
Chief Inspector of Prisons, W 
and to set up voluntary regis¬ 
ters of freemasons in thecrimi- 
nal justice system. 

He made dear, however, 
that he was keen to ensure the,. 
detail of the draft bfli was 
“right" but expected to pub¬ 
lish in the new year. 
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Shades of MIS 
in battle for 
top store job 
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TTiE former Director-General 
of M15. Dame Stella Riming- 
ton. became a director of 
Marks & Spencer last year. 
She might have expected that 
me in the boardrooms of big 
business would have been 
very different from the Securi¬ 
ty Services. Instead, she found 
herself plunged rapidly into a 
situation fraught with waning 
factions and political intrigue. 
There was an international 
leadership crisis, and Dame 
Stella became a crucial mem¬ 
ber of the team charged with 
sorting it oul 

For 2!* weeks. Brian Bald- 
ock. a former deputy chair¬ 
man of Guinness, led the at¬ 
tempts to resolve the battle 
over who should run M&S. 
Dame Stella working closely 
with him. With the Baker 
Street headquarters in London 
shrouded in an information 
blackout that would have done 
credit to the Kremlin, they met 
al all hours, interviewing all 
the 15 executive directors of the 
company, some of them many 
times. 

The result of their delibera¬ 
tions was revealed yesterday, 
Peter Salsbury being promot¬ 
ed to chief executive of the firm 
and the deputy chairman. 
Keith Oates, clearing his desk 
and continuing to negotiate a 
pay-off. 

After the intense secrecy of 
the last couple of weeks, it was 
-,a day of high drama for M&S 
as the identity of the chosen 
one was revealed to the Stock 
Exchange and the man him¬ 
self was introduced to the 
world’s media. The stock mar¬ 
ket was disappointed that af¬ 
ter all their top secret efforts, 
the former spymaster and her 
colleagues had actually come 
up wrth the answer that had 
been widely, and unenthusias¬ 
tically. predicted- Peter 
Salsbury may be a safe pair of 
hands, but analysts are not 
convinced that he is the imp- 
rational leader required for a 
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Dame Stella: familiar 
world of intrigue 
multimillion-pound business 
in need of change. They are 
also concerned about how 
much authority he will have, 
given the continuing presence 
of Sir Richard Greenbury as 
chairman until mid-2000. 

Her 27 years in the security 
services may not have pre¬ 
pared Dame Stella for the chal¬ 
lenge she and her colleagues 
faced in persuading Sir Rich¬ 
ard to loosen his grip on the 
company. They knew dial 
there was a looming problem 

at the top of M&S. The issue of 
who would succeed the formi¬ 
dable Sir Richard was one 
they had broached occasional¬ 
ly but left unresolved, partly 
because of his reluctance to re¬ 
linquish his all-powerful posi¬ 
tion and partly because they 
were uncertain as to who 
would be capable of taking on 
the huge task of running 
M&S. The four managing di¬ 
rectors he had lined up be¬ 
neath him each had talents, 
but the non-executives had not 
been able to agree that any of 
them was ready to head a busi¬ 
ness with worldwide sales top¬ 
ping £8 billion. 

However, nearly three 
weeks ago they were forced to 


Ex-spymaster 
was caught in 
unprecedented 
web of intrigue, 
says Patience 
Wheatcroft 

act when Mr Oates made a 
public play for the top job. 
Such an event was unprece¬ 
dented at M&S and the other 
directors were horror-struck. 
Sir Richard flew back from In¬ 
dia to defend his position. Mr 
Baldock. who had helped to 
steer Guinness through its pro¬ 
longed City scandal. Dame 
Stella and the four other M&S 
non-executives went into emer¬ 
gency session. 

Communication between 
Baker Street and the outside 
world ceased as an inquisition 
worthy of the security services 
tried to establish whether Mr 
Oates himself had fed to the 
press the news of his ambi¬ 
tions to topple the chairman. 
Even Dame Stella was unable 
to extract a confession, but the 
news that Mr Oates is leaving 
abruptly, and against his wish¬ 
es, is an indication of the 
board’s view. 

As the City was swept with 
rumour of blood flowing in the 
corridors of the nation's fa¬ 
vourite, but faltering, retailer, 
die non-executives derided 
that they bad no optical but to 
tackle the succession issue deri¬ 
sively. With some of their 
number, including Sir Martin 
Jacomb. the Prudential chair¬ 
man, away on business, they 
had to settle for a minimum 
quorum of three at their meet¬ 
ings, generally held at Baker 
Street, where Mr Baldock was 
already based. 

They toe* the crucial deci¬ 
sion that the City had been 
clamouring for and decreed 
that Sir Richard should split 
his job in two. becoming a 
non-executive chairman. IfMr 
Oates were going, they could 
not afford to dispense com¬ 
pletely with the services of the 
man who had run the busi¬ 
ness for so long. But they did 
cut short his term of office: Sir 
Richard had been intent on 
staying until he hit 65 in 2002. 

The next task for the emer¬ 
gency squad was to find a 
chief executive- The idea of 
bringing in an outsider was 
rapidly dismissed. Officially, 
they believed that a company 
like M&S should offer as good 
a pool of talent as anywhere 
outside. Unofficially, they 
knew that no outsider could be 
expected to work with Sir Rich¬ 
ard: it would not have been 
possible for eitiier party. 

There then began the ex¬ 
traordinary task of weighing 
up the contenders for the job. 
Mr Baldock. Dame Stella and 
whoever else could be assem¬ 
bled interviewed every divi¬ 
sional director, flying them in 
from America and the Far 
East when necessary. 

Mr Salsbury was consid¬ 
ered the favourite from the 
start. His experience had tak¬ 
en him through many divi¬ 
sions of M&S, including mer¬ 
chandise and personnel. But 
there were challengers, includ¬ 
ing Chris Littmoden, currently 
based in the United States. 

At lunchtime on Wednes¬ 
day. the non-executives told 
the 48-year-old Mr Salsbury 
that they were recommending 
him for the job. A board meet¬ 
ing yesterday afternoon rati- 


Printed Books, 
Maps & Manuscripts 


Auction: 1 & 2 December 
Viewing from: Friday 27 Nov 

Includes: Bloch, khtkyobgie, 
1795. £20-30.000; Gould. 

Birds A&m* Gmoku. 
£30-35,000; An elaborate 
manuscript made for Charles I, 
£30-40.000: Colour plate 
books rdahng m India. Antigua 
and elsewhere; an outstanding 
letter by G.B. Shaw. 

For further information, 

please oD David Park on; 

0171 393 3986 

■ - 



fled that decision, and from 
that moment, the entire board 
were united behind their man. 
Any qualms they may have 
had about his ability to pio- 
neeer change in the organisa¬ 
tion or to stand up to his chair¬ 
man were instantly buried. 
With the exception of the de¬ 
parting Mr Oates, directors at 
M&S have always adhered to 
the view that corporate respon¬ 
sibility is more binding that 
cabinet responsibility. 

Soyeslciday morning, Peter 
Salsbury was introduced to 
the world as the new chief exec¬ 
utive of Marks & Spencer. The 
world was unimpressed. But 
in the afternoon he was ush¬ 
ered into a room where 120 
M&S executives awaited their 
new leader and greeted with a 
2Vi minute standing ovation. 

Now Dame Stella and her 
colleagues will be monitoring 
his performance with the inten¬ 
sity of guardians of the nation¬ 
al interest. 



Shoppers at the M&S store at Marble Arch yesterday: Maureen Spencer, Dennis House. Jacqueline Billingsley and Gary Reeves 

‘The street cred image has gone too far’ 


By Susie Steiner 

THERE was no shortage of advice for 
Marks & Spencer's new chief execu¬ 
tive from shoppers at the store at Mar¬ 
ble Arch yesterday. 

Though business was brisk, custom¬ 
ers criticised its clothing ranges, said 
its regional shops were badly stocked 
and that it was high time the retailer 
accepted credit cards. The group’s at¬ 
tempts to keep its boardroom tussles a 
secret have largely failed. Most shop¬ 
pers were well aware of the struggle at 
the top and and of the drop in profits. 

Jacqueline Billingsley, of West 
Hampstead, northwest London, ex¬ 
pressed the views of many when she 


said M&S’s efforts to shake off its 
frumpy image had gone too far. ‘They 
haw gone for street cred but I’m in my 
forties and there is nothing for people 
of my age group.” she said. 

Pamela House. 65, of Guildford. Sur¬ 
rey. was similarly disappointed. “For 
my age group there has been absolute¬ 
ly nothing we can buy this year. They 
went from being really frumpy to be¬ 
ing not bad. Now it's all too teenage. 
My friends and I like to be fashionable 
but a lot of the things we cant wear. 
The skirts they have don't go around 
middle-aged women's tummies.’’ 

Her husband. Dennis, 61. shops at 
the chain about once a month f*usual- 
ly trailing behind my wife”) and said 


regional stores were disappointing. 
“We live in Guildford and that store 
has definitely been demoted. We have 
to go to a bigger one to shop. They are 
in decline and cutting back, but they 
are putting pressure on the customer 
to travel to get to a decent store.” 

Gary Reeves. 35, of Docklands, East 
London, shops in M&S about once a 
week and said he appreciated tire 
chain’s policies. ‘They are number one 
m the high street — everyone in the 
street has got a green bag. But they 
have to get a handle on fashion, partic¬ 
ularly in the regional stores. IfSfinein 
Marble Arch, but go somewhere like 
Grantham and it’s really poor." 

Gerry Bradley. 27. of Beckenham. 


South London, said it was still “deeply 
uncool” to shop for dothes in Marks & 
Spencer. "It's a perception thing. It's 
an old man's shop. I wouldn't buy any¬ 
thing at M&S but my dad would have 
a great time." But he added: 'The food 
is fantastic. We both work and the 
ready meals are fabulous.” 

Maureen Spencer, 61. of Woking. 
Surrey, praised the M&S Christmas 
pudding as unsurpassed, bat was dis¬ 
appointed in the dothmg. “We have 
bought nothing" she said. ‘They have 
gone too teenage, which is all wrong I 
want a sweater that covers my back¬ 
side and that keeps me warm. The 
dothes are no longer for the average 
person in the street” 















THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27 1998 


THE 


TIMES 


---rf 2? & 







BRITAIN'S biggest 
books giveaway is 
unveiled in The Times 
today. The Free Books 
for Schools promotion 
will give every school 
the chance to gain a 
share of the millions of 
books for children that 
will be available in the 
coming months. 

The multimillion- 
pound initiative has 
been developed in 
support of the National 
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been developed m 
support of the National 
Year of Reading, which runs to August next year. Its aim is 
simple: to provide a range of free, quality texts to encourage 
more pupils to read more books, thereby raising literacy in 
schools and expanding children's imaginations and horizons. 
Anyone and everyone — parents, pupils, teachers, friends and 
relatives — can join in the scheme, simply by collecting tokens 
from The Times, The Sunday Times and Walkers snacks. 

There are more than 150 titles for schools to choose from, each 
one listed below. Each book requires either 100, 250 or 500 
tokens. The books are suitable for ages 5 to 16 and are divided 
into approximate reading abilities from key stage 1 to key stage 
4 of the national curriculum, and PI to S5 m Scotland. 
Participating schools can select their free books from the list 
and send off enough tokens for their order. Many of the titles 
can be ordered for as little as 100 tokens each. 

Between January and April next year, the Free Books for 
Schools tokens will be found on packets of Walkers crisps. 
Walkers Utes, Quavers, Monster Munch, French Fries, Doritos 
and Cheetos. Tokens will also appear each day in The Times 
from January 4 and four tokens will be published in The 
Sunday Times each week from January 10. Tokens will also be 
printed in The Sun and the News of the World. 

Schools with queries about the scheme can call a helpline on 
0845 6040312 between 9am and 530pm, Monday to Friday. 











Good books can make learning fun or introduce children to big issues 


THERE are. believe me. peo¬ 
ple who married and had ba¬ 
bies with the sole aim of hav¬ 
ing an excuse to read The Cat 
in the Har by Dr Seuss again. 

Dr Seuss-his real name was 
Theodore Seuss Geisel — 
proved that a limited vocabu¬ 
lary need not mean a limited 
range of humour. His other 
book on the list Fox in Socks. 
is a symphony of hilarious 
tongue twisters that is also a 
reading tool. My favourite is 
the Tweetle Beetle PuddJe 
Paddle Battle". 

Especially popular with 
Mums is Joanna Harrison's 
When Mum Turned Into A 
Monsier. Sam and his sister 
won't stop fighting, whingeing 
and messing up the house, 
which Mum is trying to ridy 
up for a visit from smart Aunt 
Jane. As Mum’s patience 
wears thin, she grows green 
claws, a tail, a snout and 
scales: “l used to be a nice per¬ 
son.” she moaned. “But all 
your mess and fighting, 
whingeing and yelling has 
turned me into A MON¬ 
STER!" Know the feeling? 

The world of Judith Kerr's 


Hatted cats lead 
to a brave new 
world, writes 

Sarah Johnson 

Mog books and of The Tiger 
Who Came To Tea is one of 
dream cosiness, a safeness 
that is still open to the surreal. 
Perhaps Kerr's childhood es¬ 
cape from Nazi Germany gave 
her a gift for pinpointing the 
magic of ordinary things — 
cats' supper, missing school 
because of a cold. Kerr’s own 
wartime story is told in When 
Hider Stole Pink Rabbit 
War is an important theme 
on the list. Among the three 
books by Michael Morpurgo 
there are two tales of the First 
World War W'’ar Horse and 
The BuoerBy Lion. Books like 
Robert WestaU'5 Blitz bring 
the Second World War to life. 

Among the titles for older 
readers. Aldous Huxley'S 
Brave New World gets more 
relevant each year. Its satire 


starts teenagers dunking 
about the problems feeing 
their own generation: genetics, 
biotechnology and eugenics, 
free will and responsibility. 

Other books will be less fa¬ 
miliar. such as Marlene F'anta 
Shyers Welcome Home. Jelly¬ 
bean, the unsentimental story 
of a family adjusting to life 
with a mentally handicapped 
daughter who was in institu¬ 
tions until the age of L3. 

Rachel Anderson and She- 
Iagh McNicholas' Best 
Friends, is a story told by 
Jessy, a Down’s syndrome girt 
whose sisters friend makes 
fun of her. Hurt, Jessy unex¬ 
pectedly finds her own best 
friend — a toddler to whom 
Jessy seems as grown up and 
impressive as any big girl. He 
values her friendship and 
makes her feel needed. 

Alan Gamer's The W-'einT 
stone of Brisingamen and 
Elidor are part of the tradition 
rooted in English myths and 
legends, and Hilary McKay's 
exciting works. The Amber 
Cat and The Exiles, cater to. 
young readers’ love of carefree 
summer holiday adventures. 
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LIMITED CHOICE OF CHANNELS? 

EXPERIENCE 
THE EXCITEMENT 

OF SKYDI6ITAL 
AT COMET 


skydigital 


SkyDigital is available at 
Comet, jpvmg you more 
control, a huge choice 
of TV channels with 
amazing picture and 
sound quaRty. 

Proyammes include 
up to five different 
movies every hour, ten 
documentary channels 
and five sports 
channels. 

To help you plan your 
viewing, Skygiride, the 
on-screen TV listings 
guide, gives you a 
complete viewing guide 

to every channel. 

We’ve got everything 
you need for SkyDigital 
at Comet AS our TVs 
are digital compatible - 
including a range 
of state-of-the-art 
Widescreens to maxi¬ 
mise the excitement 


THE FULL LIST OF MORE THAN 150 GREAT TITLES 


| LOWER KEY STAGE 2 


IlIPPER KEY STAGE 2 
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£6.99 PER MONTH 

Monthly Sky subscription packages are 
available from only £6.99 per month 
to £29.99 per month, plus a one-off 
connection fee of £30. 


A:. 




Packajjo price £149040 
BUY NOW RAY YEAH 3000 T 

bi order to experience 
SkyDigital just come to 
our Demonstration Area 
in stone, where our 
friencfiy andfufly-trained 
staff wffl be glad to help. 
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HOW TO GET 
STARTED 


To register, ask your school 
to arrange for a member of 
staff to administer the 
scheme. The nominated 
teacher should complete the 
registration form right and 
post it to the Freepost 
add ress a s soon as possible. 
Registration forms must be 
received no later than 

February 28, 1999, for 
inclusion in the scheme. 
Schools that register by 
December 31,1998, will 
receive 250 starter tokens 
free — enough for two free 
books. 

Registered schools will 
receive a Free Books for 
Schools kit ft includes 
posters to put around your 
school, a collection bin for 
tokens, a letter you can send 
to parents encouraging them 
to collect toe tokens, great 
ideas to motivate the pupils 
and an order form with a list 
of available titles. It also has 
full terms arid conditions of 
the scheme. 


FREE BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 
HELPLINE 0.545 604033-?. 


THEiiiS^TIMES 


free 

bmqks : 

SCHOOlfta SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 


Thla Iwrm must only be completed by schod teachers. To get your free books for 
schools kit to participate in the scheme complete fall details of your School in block capitals 
below and send farm to: Free Books for Schools, Registrations, FREEPOST (LEG 004), 
Marfcet Harboreugh, L ei cest ersh ire, LE 1 G 7 BR. Closing date February 28,1999. 


School name 
Address_ 


Phone---Fa*... _ 

Our nominated member of staff is__ 

Position in School...._....____ 

Signed..... 

Fbr information purposes only: 

1. Please state your local education authority_____ _ 

2. Please state the number of pupils at your school ... 

^^■^^ e9i3to,Qrthfe8Cheme " Provided for marketing p 

This enables us to Invest as much moneys If you do not wish to 

in supplying information from News It 

freebooteto and/or Walkers Snackp 

participating schools. please fok here n 


Postcode 


Please note onty schools can register 

We may wish to use the information 
Provided for marketing purposes. 


COLLINS 


if you ck3 not wish to receive any further 
information from News International pic 
and/or Walkers Snack Foods Limited, 
please tide here. Q c«faci 


DON’T FORGET, REGISTER BEFORE DECEMBER 31 AND 
YOU WILL RECEIVE 250 STARTER TOKENS FREE 



















































































































































>n 


"i 

Sh 


Lie 
? ’■■in', 
in 3 


Hi;? 


Pagers 

^*fc»r5S 

'?:■ and 

}?**&£* 

■‘■k’wne o'* Nm 

• l! - 

.-no v.as i„SPP« 

. ^SSr«fc 

•■ " r, os her CiU-n^w 
■"•-^h-' nUp ^ 

-,, r?-' b, aairLiI 

.- r.j-^ £ 

-. =• needed. 
-''Sv ^ Hftr* 

_. ^-'-sjjnen ^ 

. ..;■'•.’p mnhuB; 

; :. n, - a 4 > mckik 
; e ^Mte 

J t T “ -\ClltT [a 

.' . ■•="»Carcrrcr 



'•! *1%i 


-■■-•'■.wsaiooi 


- =4 :.■ ta, JCjs, 

v~-“rr?:Sa- 


Rasa 


'■*»* friLTfcsSav* 

> .... 

V 

lass 



,ti> 



!«£' »- 

S.-U SraWEriOO 



9 


»' 

K3WCIS! 

* 



liAi'Jf- 


^ :SZS 


. --p 

'7.-S3 ~ “ _ : 

.-^■-sir.Srta 5 *^ • 

|j^ j-Jf-T 1 . 


MB 

MM 

* 

*r-f**2 

>• * ~~~~ 


ii****.® 9 ' 


• V ^2*31* 

*v " 





FK£^ T,t T 


U£6^ 


J*J*I U 9 <1 J 


- - —u<• iHj|> . Wl I 7*«' 



V 


THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27 1998 


^ ll,lla rK1 ^Y NOVEMBER 27 1998 __ 

—^gg i_ Fox in Socks to Shakespeare ... your chance to buiid a 


A shortage that 
tells own story 

JVI mouth own library or enauoh bools 
Kmgs Road PH mary School in Manchester is 
kSiSS^ P u P fls in a crocodile ££t& 

KSSSf Ubrar> lo “ down ' h ™ favour 

in t0 u read 011(1 ,i!erac y schemes 

that Ki^' e been . i an enorrnous success. 
MuroS. holdm S Pupils back is a lack of re- 

„^P ni i < ? Galt the head teacher, says pupils 
ronaantly ask for more titles. "We have pupil 

mreI wilh lKJ chere in a 
»hool council. They ask us every time if they 

^i? Ve iD!? rc ro read - Th ^ r jus* eat the books 
U ^ru' nee “ S0, ^ rmn y more." 

The school benefited from the two govern' 
ment handouts or £1.000 this year to spend on 
S? 0k 2u? u ! pupil demand easily outstretches 
£ ave PC'" cc 111 ethnic-minority pu- 
piLs-Tliey have to leant English early and from 
scratch and. to do this, they need exciting and 
attractive books." Ms Galt said. 

d Til? .^uul has already begun a “Reading 
Buddy scheme in which younger pupils read 
..if senior counterparts and vice versa. 
Children love it Encouraging them to read 
is no problem here. Bui having enough of the 
new books to keep their fascination alive often 
is." Ms Galt said. 

The school also conducts book reviews, read¬ 
ing weeks and is following the National Year 
of Reading programme. 

“If you can get them reading young, you can 
feed their imagination. To read is to give them 
access to the national curriculum and teach 
them independent learning which is funda¬ 
mental to their future success in education," 
Ms Galt said. 


library 




Crocodile to the library; children from King’s Road Primary School, in Old TraffortL The school cannot afford enough books of its own 


Struggling schools set 
for reading bonanza 



He hath never fed of the 
dainties that are bred of a 
book; he hath not eat 
paper, as it were; he hath 
not drunk ink: his intellect 
is not replenished; he is 
only an animal, only 
sensible in duller parts. 

WMam Shakespeare. 

Love’s Labour Lost 1595 


SHEILA RAISBECK, a school 
librarian, has first-hand expe¬ 
rience of a school being held 
back by a shortage of books. 
Woodway Park School and 
Community College in Coven¬ 
try failed its Ofsted inspection 
in January, and poor resourc¬ 
ing was high on the list of criti¬ 
cisms. Mrs Raisbeck said pu- 

S 'ls and staff were desperate 
r new books to help to foster 
an interest in reading. 

The school, which has 750 
pupils and serves a deprived 
area of the city, has half the 
number of books recommend¬ 
ed by the Government Elev¬ 
en-year-olds arriving there al¬ 
ready have very Jow levels in 
reading, often equivalent to 
that of a seven-year-old, and 
the shortage makes it hard to 
raise standards. 

The Ofsted inspectors noted 
the dire state of literary re¬ 
sources. stating: ‘There are 
shortages of resources, includ¬ 
ing textbooks. The school lib¬ 
rary is generally under-res¬ 
ourced with a very low ratio of 
books per pupil in comparison 
to the national average." 

Mrs Raisbeck hopes that the 
Free Books for Schools scheme 
will largely solve the problem. 
The school has already made 
plans far a reading club, home¬ 
work dub and reading part¬ 
nership scheme when the new 
books arrive. 

"Our budget is stretched to 
the limit," Mrs Raisbeck said. 
"What we could get from this 
scheme would be wonderful. 


John O’Leary and Victoria Fletcher report on the 
difficulties facing under-resourced librarians 


We could not only top up our 
textbooks but get more horror 
stories, which seems to be the 
stuff really capturing the chil¬ 
dren’s imagination at the mo¬ 
ment Anything new, anything 
which is ‘the latest’ and is nice¬ 
ly illustrated is snapped up." 

She added: “Our parents 
. helped get a computer by col¬ 
lecting supermarket coupons. 
They often feel that these 
schemes are a small way they 
can. make contributions to the 
school. It’s a community activi¬ 
ty. Even dining room assist¬ 
ants will tell their friends and 
neighbours to save tokens and 
pool them for the school. 
Everyone knows the situation 
we are in and how we have to 
change it" 

Woodway Park’s predica¬ 
ment is typical of many state 
schools. A study to be pub¬ 
lished next year will show 
that on average, schools have 
less than two thirds of the 
books they need to deliver the 
national curriculum, in spite 
of millions of pounds of gov¬ 
ernment money devoted to 
book-buying. 

Researchers have found that 
60 per cent of printary school 
children and more than half of 
those in secondary schools are 
having to share books in class. 
In many schools, the desire to 
equip libraries with the latest 


information technology is add¬ 
ing to the squeeze on budgets. 

Hie Government is so con¬ 
cerned about the stock of 
books that it gave every state 
school £1,000 to buy bodes last 
spring. David Blunkett, the 
Education and Employment 
Secretary, repeated the ges¬ 
ture in September to coincide 
with the start of the Year of 
Reading. However, surveys 
commissioned by publishers 
and librarians suggest the initi¬ 
atives will still leave schools, 
particularly in the secondary 
sector, short of key texts. 

Guidelines issued by the Li¬ 
brary Association suggest that 
secondary schools need an av¬ 
erage of 15 books per pupil to 
cover the national curriculum 
adequately. The association’s 
last survey showed that the na¬ 
tional average was only nine. 

Trish Botten. its adviser on 
school libraries, said: “We are 
carrying out another survey 
this year, but it is unlikely that 
the position will have changed 
significantly. We are in the 
process of drawing up prima¬ 
ry school guidelines and, al¬ 
though they have benefited 
more than secondary schools 
from the Government* initia¬ 
tives. there is a serious short¬ 
fall there too." 

Glenys Wfllars, who chairs 
the Library Association's school 


libraries group, added: “Obvi¬ 
ously. £1,000 goes a lot further 
in a primary school than a sec¬ 
ondary school. The government 
money has been very welcome, 
but our audits show that a sub¬ 
stantial proportion of books in 
school libraries are more than 
20 years old, so there is a lot of 
work to be done;"’ 

Michael Johnson, of Keele 
University, who has conducted 
a seres of survtys on the availa¬ 
bility of books in schools, said: 
"There has been a gradual drip 
away of funding for books 
since schools took control of 
their own budgets. Governors 
are anxious to keep class sizes 
as small as possible, and other 
areas feel the pressure.” 

Keele"s latest survey of 8,000 
pupils, conducted for the Edu¬ 
cational Publishere’ Council, 
showed that growing numbers 
were having to share "dog¬ 
eared and tatty" books. The 
last national survey by the Lib¬ 
rary Association showed re¬ 
peated budget cuts threaten¬ 
ing school library services. Sev¬ 
eral have dosed in recent 
years, leaving schools without 
expert advice on purchasing 
and the renewal of stock. 

Kalhy Lemair, executive sec¬ 
retary of the School Libraries 
Association, whose own serv¬ 
ice in Oxfordshire dosed last 
year, said: “One of my main 


concerns is that too many 
schools fail to recognise that 
books get out of date and need 
to be thrown away." 

John Davies, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the Educational Publish¬ 
ers’ Coundl, said book-buying 
budgets had been under pres¬ 
sure for 25 years. “We are try¬ 
ing to convince ministers that 
they must keep up this level of 
support because they have a 
number of plans in die pipe¬ 
line. such as the review of the 
national curriculum and the re¬ 
form of sixth form qualifica¬ 
tions, which will also require 
heavy spending on books." 

Simon Jenkins, page 24 

Leading article, page 25 


Reading has meant a great 
deal to me and I am never 
far from a book. As for as 
1 am concerned, yon can 
never read too much. 

Terry Venables. 
Former England manager 

Reading maketh a full man. 
Fronds Bacon, 1597 




The best thing about books 
is that there are no bad 
actors. Books are a great 
form of escapism. 

John Cleese (actor) 

There has been no greater 
pleasure to meat home 
than reading books to and 
with my children. 

Tony Blair 


Blunkett 

welcomes 

campaign 

DAVID BLUNKETT called upon parents, chil¬ 
dren and teachers to Join the Free Books for 
Schools scheme to give classroom bookshelves 
the boost they need. 

The Education Secretary, who has made high¬ 
er literatty standards a priority, said: "I wel¬ 
come this innovative and significant project. 
The National Year of Reading is designed to 
support the work of teachers in schools tty in¬ 
volving the whole community in our drive to 
raise standards of literacy." 

He added: ‘The Walkers/News International 
Free Books for Schools scheme is an excellent ex¬ 
ample of how business can get involved on a na¬ 
tional scale: We are committed to raising stand¬ 
ards of literacy and we are asking the nation to 
join this campaign. The WalkersyNews Interna¬ 
tional initiative will help encourage children, 
their friends and families to become even more 
involved in reading." 

Professor Michael Barber, head of standards 
and effectiveness at the Department for Educa¬ 
tion, said: “The Walkers/News International 
reading promotion is just the-kind of innovative 
partnership we are encouraging as part of the 
National Year of Reading — it will give many 
people the opportunity to help put more books 
into schools." 

David Hart, leader of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Head Teachers, said: “The Walkers/ 
News International reading promotion is the 
biggest of its type ever and will make a massive 
contribution to the number of new books for 
schools in the new academic year—without hit¬ 
ting overstretched budgets. With the right help 
from parents, millions of much needed free 
books will be enjoyed by pupils in our schools." 

Schools that have registered for the scheme 
are delighted with the offer. Helen Yeoman, 
from Bodringalh Primary School. Mid-Glamor¬ 
gan, said the school would use it to obtain 
books to appeal to boys. “We have found it 
much harder to get beys into reading. Books 
based around sport usually get their attention ” 

Jane Neill, the tibrarian at Cliftonville Mid¬ 
dle School, Northampton, said pupils would 
take special interest in borrowing books they 
knew they had helped to buy. “Pupils always go 
for new books, new covens." The books would 
be “off the shelves in minutes especially if they 
helped collect for them", she said. 


The enduring magic that 
lies behind the wardrobe 


By Sarah Johnson 

IT IS hard to imagine what 
children’s literature — not to 
mention walk-in wardrobes — 
would be like without the 
Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. 
Lewis, whose centenary falls 
this weekend. 

He used the idea of a paral¬ 
lel universe visited by boys 
and girls as an experiment in 
explaining difficult theological 
concepts to children: but the 
books have ended up being 
more influential than he could 
ever have imagined. 

The appeal of the author, 
five of whose books are includ¬ 
ed in the Free Books for 
Schools scheme, was summed 
up by the ex-Spice Girl Gen 
Halliwell: “I fell in love with 
the magic land of Narnia and 
wanted to go there." 

Lewis was born on Novem¬ 
ber 29, 1898. and began writ¬ 
ing the Narnia stones for ms 
god-daughter half a 
W They were published be¬ 
tween 1950 and 1956 and have 
stirred the imaginations of suc¬ 
cessive generations. In April, 
on World Book Day, Tony 



The Narnia stories have appealed to generations of children 


Blair and Peter Mandelson 
named Lewis among their fa¬ 
vourite childhood authors. An¬ 
other who came under Lewis’ 
spell was Liam Gallagher, the 
Oasis singer. He said: 'The 
best book 1 ever read was The 
Lion, the Witch and the Ward¬ 
robe. when 1 was ten. I love the 
idea of opening a cupboard 
door, you step inside and 
there’s a lion and you're being 
chased through the snow." 

Such is the continued fasci¬ 
nation with Lewis’s best- 
known children’s book that 


the Royal Shakespeare Compa¬ 
ny has just begun a new stage 
adaptation. 

Narnia, the fantasy world 
Lewis created, is a temperate, 
maritime country, with gently 
rolling, wooded hills and riv¬ 
ers meandering through green 
valleys. Men live mainly in the 
pleasant market town of Beni¬ 
na. leaving the countryside to 
talking animals, who are an 
old-fashioned English gentle¬ 
man’s idea of the perfect rural 
labouring dass. To the north 
lies rugged moorland inhabit¬ 


ed by giants; to the south, the 
mountainous Archenland re¬ 
sembles Wales. Further south 
there is a desert and the land 
of the Calormen. a cruel olive¬ 
skinned race with a despotic 
king and a hideous god. Tash. 

Lewis's agenda was overtly 
Christian. He takes children 
with great skill through key as¬ 
pects of Christian doctrine so 
that they rarefy spot what is 
happening. Lews later wrote 
that he saw the Narnia stories 
as an answer to the question: 
“What might Christ be tike if 
there really were a world like 
Narnia and he chose to be in¬ 
carnate and die and rise again 
in that world as he actually 
has done in ours?" 

Children who are enraged 
at the torture of Aslan in The 
Lion, the Witch and the Ward¬ 
robe, then weep with joy when 
he comes alive again and re¬ 
deems Narnia from eternal 
winter, are responding to the 
stocy of Christ’s Passion. By 
transferring it to another uni¬ 
verse, Lewis freed children to 
fed emotions that they may 
not have experienced at Sun¬ 
day school. 
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in Ifw UK. We onnof 

individuals or orgamsanons otner irw 
registered schools. 


terms and conditions 


4 Participating schools agree to nominate a 
member or staff who will administer the 
scheme in accordance with the terras arw 
conditions. Foil terms and conditions will be 
sent with your Free Books for Schools lot or 
can be obtained by calling the Free Books for 
Schools helpline on 0845 6040312 between 

9am and 5J0pm Monday to Friday. 

5 Free starter tokens will be issued to au 


schools that register before December 3L1998, 
and must be uasd with yoor school’s first free 
books onfer. A maximum of 250 Starter tokens 
can be used per school 

6 Books unavailable at the time of ordering 
will be dispatched within ten weeks, 

7 Promoters! News International PO Box 495. 
Virginia Street, London El 9XY; Walkers 
Snack Foods, Thurmasum. Leicester LE4 8BS. 
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Microsoft Works Suite 99 

This fantastic collection from Microsoft 
contains all you need to complete your 
home PC tasks. It indudes Word 97, 
the easy way to create impressive 
documents. Works 4.5 with its integrated 
spreadsheet database and calendar, 
Microsoft Money 99 to help you complete 
core financial tasks such as paying bills 
and creating a budget; Encarta World 
Adas 99, Graphics Studio Greetings 99, 
Autoroute Express Europe 9& 
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Microsoft Graphics 
Studio Hone Publishing Strife 99 

Turns good pictures into Great pictures, use 2 
CDs worth of projects and artwork to create 
professional quality cards, 
calendars etc. BHHH 55, 
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IBM ViaVuce Hone 

Dictate dirediy into Microsoft Word 97 or 
into Via Voice speak pad. Vocabulary of 
100,000 words. _ 
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Voodoo 1 12Mb Graphics Card 

Awesome acceleration 
and unique 3D effects. 

MODEL: 





feedback toy 

Fed trne to life fit 
MODEL Mrcrosoft 
Sidewinder Force 
Feedback Pm. 


Soundcard & Speaker Set 

Get the most out of todays games 

I modem sound effects. 

MODS-Creative Labs me 
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Half-life 

The ultimate 3D game. Your top 
secret rrSSitaty experiment has 

S e horribly awry and you must 
t your way to the surface past 
a myriad of terras. 
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Populous - The Beginning 

In me latest incarnation of the 
Populous series, raj play a 
Shaman, the leader of a tribe 
batting for the ultimate prize of 
divinity. 
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Combat ffignt Sinalator 

Featuring the best light physics and 
instrumentation, this a the closest 
you can get to bang a World War II 
fighter dbo 0 Plus £10 Chequeback 
tor Hiort Simulator 98 owners. 
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LATEST 

GAMES 


Tomb Raider III 

Lara Croft returns in her greatest 
adventure to date! Tomb Raider 111 is 
an epic adventure that will take Lara 
from the steaming jungles of India 
to the icy wastes of Antarctica via 
the night-time rooftops of London. 
Featuring five separate adventures 
and a host of new vehicles, weapons, 
moves and outfits, Lara's greatest 
challenge is about to begin. 
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CHILDREN'S 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Designed to support school 
curriculum*, this is the ideal 
reference tool for children 
aged 7-11. 


bestseller 


24 



HISTORY OF THE 
WORLD 2 

Traces world history from 
prehistoric times to the 
present day, covering key 
political and social changes 
in 12 time periods. 


BESTSELLER 


MICROSOFT ENCARTA 99 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

The UK's best-selling multi- ■ 
media encyclopedia has been 
fully updated and is now the 
most comprehensive reference 
source for the whole family. 
In-store selling price £4999. 






MICROSOFT ENCARTA 99 
WORLD ATLAS 

Discover more about the world 
with the new and improved 
Microsoft Encarta World Atlas 
-the most comprehensive 
3D attos available. 

In-store selling price £4999. 


£20 CHEQUEBACK- 
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RJEDSHJFT 3 

Manoeuvre around the sky. 
and control die planets, 
as te roids, comets and stars 
on a virtual tour of the universe. 


BESTSELLER 
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THE NEW WAY 
THINGS WORK 

A brand new version of the 
award-winning interactive 
guide to machines and how 
they work. 
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MICROSOFT ENCARTA 9 
REFERENCE SUITE 

Complete PC reference library 
containing Encarta 99 Deluxe, 
Encarta World Atlas 99 and 
i Bookshelf 99. 

. In-store Selling Price £99.99 


£20 CHEQUEBACK* 
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
BRTTANNICA 99 

Features all the text horn the 
world famous 32 volume 
Britannka phis stunning 
multimedia effects. 
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THE COMPLETE 

NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 

All editions of the wort 
famous National Geogr 
I on CD-ROM in one am 

software package. 
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Available to take 
away today. 
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39 radical steps 
to improving 
health of poor 


A RADICAL, uncosted plan to 
dose die health gap between 
pie rich and poor by eliminat- 
H mg poverty has been put for- 
v wa f d by an independent in¬ 
quiry set up 16 months ago by 
the Government. 

Its 39-step cure for the sotiaj 

ffls that mean the poor general¬ 
ly lead unhealthy, shorter 
uves. relies on a wholesale re¬ 
distribution of wealth. 

Among the recommenda¬ 
tions are higher benefits and 
pensions, free nicotine patch¬ 
es* school meals and fresh 
fruit fluoridation, as well as 
better housing and education. 
More training, less unemploy¬ 
ment and improved public 
transport are also on the list as 
is the reform of the common 
$ agricultural policy and all are 
regarded as essential to end 
the inequalities in health 
which mean the poor can ex¬ 
pect to live five years less than 
the rich. 

The inquiry team, chaired 
by the former Chief Medical 
Officer, Sir Donald Acheson, 
makes no recommendations 
about how the reforms are to 
be funded but insists that its 
entire plan of 39 major recom¬ 
mendations and 35 minor ones 
must be carried out if it is to 
stand any chance of success. 

“We believe that success will 
only come if implementation is 
across the entire board," Sir 
Donald said. “Cherry picking 
one or two of the sexy ones like 
nicotine replacement or fluori¬ 
dation would make a differ¬ 
ence but unless one resources 
them all one wont achieve 
much. This report goes right 
across Whitehall and roost of 
the great departments of stale 
will have to make major policy 
changes if much is to happen." 

Sir Donald said that his 
team was composed entirely of 
scientists and did not indude 
an economist so nothing had 
been costed. “We haven’t 
looked at cost effectiveness." 
he said. “Affordability is not a 
matter for scientists but politi- 


Uncosted plans 
by inquiry team 
call for massive 
redistribution of 
wealth, reports 
Ian Murray 

dans and we therefore await 
what the Government is going 
to do. The principle of equity 
underlies this report. It is a 
principle that transcends par¬ 
ly politics." 

To end inequality all social 
policies In future should be 
evaluated in terms of their im¬ 
pact on health and should be 
drawn up in order to minimise 
any bias. Action was also need¬ 
ed to reduce income inequali¬ 
ties and improve the living 
standards of poor households. 

Sir Donald said that early in¬ 
dications were that the Govern¬ 
ment was prepared to follow 
the recommendations and was 
in fact already implementing 
some of them. The advice we 
have received is that the ine¬ 
qualities are so great that a sus¬ 
tained effort will be necessary 
over ten years to achieve any¬ 
thing like what we are hoping 
for." he said. 

Because the health of moth¬ 
ers was so crucial to the health 
of future generations, the high¬ 
est possible priority had to be 
given to improving conditions 
for them says the report 
The only recommendation 
about taxation the report 
makes is for swingeing increas¬ 
es in the amount levied on to¬ 
bacco and it cites international 
research showing that young 
people will not start smoking 
if it is too expensive. 

Underlining that Income 
Support feds to provide an ade¬ 
quate standard of living — 
even without taking into ac¬ 
count the cost of tobacco—the 


. Scientist who is 
stickler for truth 


By Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE man who led the inquiry 
into inequalities in health. Sir 
Donald Acheson, adheres to 
the rigorous and exhaustive 
methods of the scientist 
As a scientist too, he has not 
liked getting involved in poli¬ 
tics, although his appointment 
as Chief Medical Officer 
thrust him into the limelight 
“I feel I’m putting my reputa¬ 
tion on the line in public quite 
frequently in this job," he re¬ 
marked. “If my scientific credi¬ 
bility goes, nobody will believe 
me so I must satisfy myself on 
the evidence of every issue." 

** Sir Donald, who retired as 
Chief Medical Offioer in 1991, 
was somewhat relieved to 
tear that the inquiry team he 

had envisaged was too large; it 





with tire economist and pro¬ 
duce a report on reducing 
health inequalities that as¬ 
sumed a world in which finan¬ 
cial restraints played no part. 

Bom in Belfast in 1926 to a 
GP. Sir Donald became profes¬ 
sor of clinical epidemiology 
and foundation dean erf the 
medical school at Southamp¬ 
ton University in 1968. He was 
made head of the Medical Re¬ 
search Council's environmen¬ 
tal epidemiology unit and his 

report on the risks posed by as¬ 
bestos led to a ban on imports 
and to strict safety standards. 

As chairman of a study 
group on primary care in in¬ 
ner London in 1981 he came up 


Acheson: beaded team 

set up by Frank Dobson 

with 115 recommendations, in¬ 
cluding retirement of doctors 
at 65 and new standards for 
community nursing. He was 
the obvious choice as Chief Me¬ 
dical Officer two years later, 
and quickly became a feared 
and respected figure in White¬ 
hall. Normally soft-spoken, he 
proved capable of grilling civil 
servants ruthlessly to find out 
the facts. 

He persuaded the then Gov¬ 
ernment to double the amount 
of money available for treating 
Aids and drew up guidelines 
for treating patients which re¬ 
main the gold standard. 

His style is to mix science 
with passion. The key thing is 
deciding what you want done. 
Ifs essential to get the main is¬ 
sues to the top of the pile and 
not let the details engulf you." 
□ Independent Inquiry into 
Inequalities in Health (Sta¬ 
tionery Office; £1950) 


£5m programme to 
find Aids vaccine 

BY Nigel Hawkes. science editor 


D scientists are to de- 
. Aids vaccine in the 
irivaldy funded Aids 
programme, 
sor Andrew Me* 
of Oxford UniverSh 
one erf the first two 
selected by the UUer- 
Aids Vaccine Initiar 
a £5.7 miflioa P«>- 
staited in London 

Sbrd team will collab- 

fli the University^ oi 
to produce a vaccine 

against the stram ot 
: is endemic *n Afirtca. 
team, Alpha VaxHu- 

crines Inc. of 
rth Carolina* and me 

tv of Cape Town. 

* taking a different 


approach, is also receiving 
backing. 

Clare Short, the Secretary of 
State for International Devel¬ 
opment. said yesterday that 
an Aids vaccine was vital to 
stem the growth of the dis¬ 
ease. Despite nearly 20 years 

of research, only one vaccine 
is in trials and, even if it 
moves effective, U win work 
onjv against the HIV strain 
found in America aid Eu¬ 
rope. where the death toll is 
far lower than in Africa- 

The aim of the Oxford vmis 
is not to stimulate antibodies 
against HIV. but to enlist a 
sJSTnd anti-viral nK^hamsm. 
Skr Toefls. These a« 
that home in on virus-infected 
cells and ldU them. 


report said: "Not surprisingly, 
therefore, low income house¬ 
holds where the parents 
smoke are much more tiktiy to 
be lacking basic amenities, in¬ 
cluding food, shoes and coats 
than non-smoking parents on 
Income Support" 

Frank Dobson, die Health 
Secretary, gave a warm wel¬ 
come to the report, saying: 
“Poverty is a principal source 
of ill health. Poor people are ill 
more often and die sooner." 

Anna Coote, director of the 
public health programme for 
the King's Fund, the independ¬ 
ent healthcare think tank, said 
the report gave incontrovertir 
Me evidence that people paid 
the price of poverty with their 
lives. The real test of the Gov¬ 
ernment's commitment to tack¬ 
ling health inequalities is 
whether ft can now ensure poli¬ 
ties and practices are dearly 
focused, vigorously pursued 
and effectively co-ordinated," 
she said. 



Well-fed babies 
grow up to be 
more intelligent 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


BABIES are more fikefy to be 
dever if they are fed well in 
their first few weeks, accord¬ 
ing to new research. The first 
big study of premature babies’ 
feeding patterns found that 
those not given food with an 
enriched formula were rela¬ 
tively backward by the time 
they woe seven or eight. 

A team led by Alan Lucas, of 
tbe Medical Research Coun¬ 
cils childhood nutrition cen¬ 
tre, at the Institute of Child 
Health followed what hap- 

Corn^ in the ^wi^iped world 
over a 16-year period. 

Professor Lucas, whose find¬ 
ings are published today in the 
British Medical Journal. 
found evidence that nutrition 
in early life has an important 
impact on the development of 
the brain. 

Babies who were given a 
standard pre-term formula 
milk, rather than an enriched 
feed, had reduced verbal IQ 
scores when they started 
school. This was particularly 
evident in boys. Cerebral pal¬ 
sy was also more prevalent in 


infants fed standard formula 
milk- The researchers say that 
under-nutrition did not seem 
to cause this condition, but it 
may prevent the brain compen¬ 
sating for an adverse event 
that can cause the disorder, 
such as a period of inadequate 
oxygen supply. 

Premature babies are now 
normally given an enriched 
feed, containing extra protein, 
vitamins and minerals, but 
this was not the case 16 years 
ago, when the study began. 

Thirty-one per cent erf those 
given the standard formula 
had a low verbal IQ fry the 
time they were seven or eight, 
compared with 14 per cent of 
those given the enriched for¬ 
mula. Among boys, 47 per cent 
given the standard formula 
had lower IQs. compared with 
13 per cent given the enriched 
formula. 

Professor Lucas said that 
his group and others around 
the world were now looking at 
the effect of nutrition on mil- 
term babies. Data on this 
would be published over the 
next four or five years. 
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Minister pledges fair 
deal for leaseholders 


Reforms should make it easier for 
flat owners to buy freeholds and 
run buildings, writes Rachel Kelly 


A COMPREHENSIVE over¬ 
haul of the leasehold system in 
England and Wales was an¬ 
nounced yesterday by Hilary 
Armstrong, the Housing Min¬ 
ister, with a consultation pa¬ 
per proposing a fairer deal for 
the country's two million lease¬ 
holders. 

New rights would allow flat 
owners to take over the man¬ 
agement of their blocks with¬ 
out having to persuade a court 
that the landlord is incompe¬ 
tent. negligent or dishonest. 
Leasehold groups estimate 
that there are tens of thou¬ 
sands of disputes over decorat¬ 
ing and repair costs each year. 

Other reforms would make 
it easier for flat owners to buy 
their freehold. In future, those 
living in blocks of flats above 
shops would be able to buy the 
freehold if the flats constitute 
just 75 per cent of the building, 
instead of the 90 per cent cur¬ 
rently required. At present, 
only buildings in which there 
are at least nine storeys of resi¬ 
dential property above one of 
commercial property quality, 
but under the new proposals, 
the far more common build¬ 
ings which have three or four 
storeys of residential flats 


above a shop would quality. 
Ms Amstrong said: “The lease¬ 
hold system is flawed to its 
roots and we are committed to 
reform it Previous attempts 
have just been tinkering with 
the odd element. They have 
not worked. Abuses still flour¬ 
ish. causing misery and frus¬ 
tration to many leaseholders.” 

Ms Armstrong said that the 
Government was committed 
to finding time within the life 
of the current parliament to im¬ 
plement the long-awaited re¬ 
forms. which were a manifesto 
commitment. 

They would also see stricter 
control of agents employed by 
landlords to manage property, 
who can often be custodians of 
large sums but need no profes¬ 
sional qualifications. If agents 
did not produce satisfactory 
self-regulatory systems. Ms 
Armstrong said, the Govern¬ 
ment would consider setting 
up a licensing system. 

The Government is also to 
seek ways of curbing the abili¬ 
ty of landlords to threaten to 
take possession of leasehold 
flats over small breaches of a 
lease, such as a minor delay in 
paying ground renL Such 
threats of “forfeiture'’ can re- 




Armstrong: she plans to 

curb threats of forfeiture 

suit in people handing over 
large sums to avoid legal ac¬ 
tion. 

Other proposals to make it 
easier for leaseholders to buy 
freeholds include relaxing the 
current residence test. Under 
existing rules, half of any 
group of leaseholders seeking 
to buy their freehold must 
prove that the property had 
been their main home for the 
previous 12 months, but under 
the proposed reforms they 
would need only to prove that 
it had been their main home 
from the time that they served 
notice to their landlord that 
they wished to enfranchise. 

Nick Raynsford. the junior 
housing minister, said: "Our 
overall objective is to provide 
leaseholders with the opportu¬ 
nity to reap the foil benefits of 


owner occupation and to have 
control over the way in which 
their homes are managed.” 

Peter Haler, of the Lease¬ 
hold Advisory Service, which 
advises both leaseholders and 
freeholders, said: “We are de¬ 
lighted that tenants will have 
the right to manage their flats 
although we are worried how 
it will work. There needs to be 
a very dear set of rules or else 
tenants will be at each other's 
rhroais.” 

Mr Haler also welcomed 
the plans to curb the threat of 
forfeiture, but said that those 
leaseholders whose landlords 
were in the public sector had 
been excluded from the right 
to manage their blocks. 

“Some of the worst prob¬ 
lems occur in the public sec¬ 
tor." Mr Haler said. ‘There is 
an assumption that public sec¬ 
tor landlords are good blokes, 
but many are inefficent and 
we constantly have cases of 
leaseholders having problems 
with their service charges." 

Richard Lambert of the Brit¬ 
ish Property Federation, 
which represents landlords in¬ 
cluding the Grosvenor Estate, 
welcomed the proposals and 
said that landlords too would 
benefit from a fairer and less 
complicated system. 

“We wish for the abuses of 
the bad landlords to be curbed i 
without putting too much of a 
burden on the reputable land¬ 
lords ” he said. 
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A millennium 
sculpture for 
changing times 


By Alan Hamilton 




Anna Stothard unveiling the Millennium Sculpture 


WHEN The Times firei saw 
the light of day. the millenni¬ 
um was still 215 years away. 
We are still here, and yester¬ 
day. with only 400 days left 
we unveiled our own count¬ 
down to the new century. 

The Times Millennium 

Sculpture is a dramatic addi¬ 
tion to one of the capital's busi¬ 
est junctions, where Earl's 
Court Road meets the 
Cromwell Road on its way to 
Heathrow airport and the 
West It is a celebration both 
of changing times and of un¬ 
changing time. 

Six metres high and of pol¬ 
ished steel, the sculpture con¬ 
tains two millennium count¬ 
down clocks and an electronic 
display carrying up-to-the- 
minute headlines from The 
Times website. 

Anna Stothard, IS. daughter 
of the Editor of The Times. 
pulled a cord to reveal the 
sculptors and to release 400 
silver balloons. “I thought it 
should be unveiled by some¬ 
one with a longer commit¬ 
ment to the new millennium 
than a 47-year old editor.” her 
father. Peter Stothard. said. 
Anna thought the millennium 
“an opportunity to shed ail the 
worst of the past and And the 
best of the future”. 

Tie sculpture is intended to 
mirror the evolving newspa¬ 
per. “The story of the past five 


years has been of changing 
times. That is the message of 
this newspaper for the new 
millennium, and the sculp¬ 
ture is a reflection of that,” Mr 
Stothard said. . . 

Cristina Garcia, the Span- 
ish-bom architect who de¬ 
signed the sculpture for the 4i £ 
group, said that it celebrated * 
the millennium in a way that 
recognised the histoty of time, 
and the importance of the 
Greenwich Meridian from 
which all time and distance 
are measured. A vertical mast 
representing Longitude 0 bi¬ 
sects two segments of the 
globe, suggesting the 24 time 
zones around the world. 

Once the countdown docks 
reach zero, they will revert to 
conventional tellers erf time, 
and the sculpture, engineered 
by the Atelier One company, 
will remain in place through¬ 
out 2000. 

Counting down to the millen- 
nium can be an inexact sd- ^ 
ence. Another countdown 
dock in Piccadilly Circus was 
seen earlier this week to be 
wrong by four days. There is 
also the small matter of the en¬ 
tire world celebrating the new 
century a year too early. But 
public opinion will itot be shak¬ 
en from its desire to celebrate 
the round number, and blow 
the mathematical niceties. 

Only 399 days to go. 
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Asthma 
mites 
found in 
cereals 


By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

MITES that can trigger asth¬ 
ma and other allergies have 
been found in a wide range of 
breakfast cereals and other 
foods. 

Sdentists working for the 
Ministry of Agriculture detect¬ 
ed the moist soft-bodied bugs, 
less than half a millimetre 
long, in a fifth of cereal-based 
products on sale in England 
and Wales. The 567 samples 
that were analysed included 
breakfast ce reals, baby food, 
biscuits, bread, cakes and 
flour. 

Twenty-one per cent of the 
samples contained mites. The 
most frequently infested iiems 
were flour (28 per cent!, bread 
t25 per cent), biscuits (20 per 
cent) and cereals (19 per cent). 

Ken Wildey. of the Central 
Science Laboratory at York, 
who led the research, said: 
“We do not yet know whether 
eating these small amounts 
has any health implications.” 


Charlotte’s 

mother 

in court 


MICHELLE Jones, 24. was re¬ 
manded in custody by War¬ 
rington magistrates yesterday 
accused of abandoning her 
three-year-old daughter, Char¬ 
lotte. and causing her grievous 
bodily harm with intent. Later 
Charlotte left hospital in the 
care of social services staff af¬ 
ter receiving treatment for 
mild hypothermia- She was 
found in woods on Tuesday 
after a 30-hour disappearance. 


CORRECTIONS 


A report (November 25) head¬ 
ed “‘Slave hotel* of. Saudi 
prince angers Egypt”, about 
Prince Turki bin Abdul Aziz, 
was illustrated by a photo¬ 
graph of a man said to be 
Prince Turki. In fact, it was 
Prince Torki Mohammed bin 
Saud al-Kabir. who is not in 
any way involved with the ac¬ 
tivities of Prince Turki. We 
apologise for the embarrass¬ 
ment caused to Prince Torki. 
□ DNA Films asks us to 
make dear that Virrnie Jones 
has not been cast for the film 
Mike Bassett: England Man¬ 
ager [ report, November 24). 
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Judge in fraud case 
loses claim for costs 


Court r ules that, though not proven 
guilty, he was not a successful 
defendant, reports Tim Inure 


A JUDGE who escaped a see- 
ond fraud trial after donors 
raid the ordeal could drive 
him to suicide has failed in his 
unprecedented attempt to 
have his legal costs refunded. 

Judge Richard Gee's applica¬ 
tion is believed to be the first 
time a defendant has applied 
for his costs without having 
first been shown to be inno¬ 
cent 

Giving her ruling. Mrs Jus¬ 
tice Steel said that, although 
she had kept in mind the pre¬ 
sumption that an accused per¬ 
son was innocent until proven 
guilty, the first trial of Judge 
Gee had been inconclusive. 

Mrs Justice Steel said: “Al¬ 
though Mr Gee must be pre¬ 
sumed innocent, he could not 
be said to be a successful de¬ 
fendant” 

It had never been submit¬ 
ted, she said, that the evidence 


Friend is 
deared of 
balcony 
killing 

by Simon de Bruxelles 

THE family of a man killed in 
a foil from a hotel balcony yes¬ 
terday criticised an attempt to 
prosecute his best friend over 
the death. 

Jamie Morgan, 22, died in 
Ibiza last year on the first full 
day of his Chib 18-30 holiday. 
Despite evidence from other 
friends of the dead man that 
the fall was an accident police 
believed a claim by another 
English holidaymaker that he 
had seen 24-year-old Jason 
Barrow push mra to his death. 

Barrow was arrested on sus¬ 
picion of muzder and laier 
charged with manslaughter. 

Yesterday at Exeter Crown 
Court, the judge found Mr Bar- 
row not guilty, having been 
told that the witness wbo 
claimed to have seen him push 
the dead man had been in a 
psychiatric hospital since the 
incident and was medically 
unfit to testify. 

After the hearing. Mr Mor¬ 
gan’s mother. Susan Godfrey, 
48, from Barnstaple. Devon, 
said: “It was a tragic accident 
We were more shocked when 
Jason was charged with push¬ 
ing him. He is the least likely 

person to be involved. She add¬ 
ed: “We are fairly sure the 
boys had been drinking quite 
a lot” 


against the judge had been in¬ 
sufficient to warrant a trial or 
to support the charges made. 

She ad d ed: “Although it can¬ 
not be said he brought suspi¬ 
cion on himself or misled the 
prosecution, there was a dear 
case for him to answer and, 
but for his ill health, the law 
would have taken its normal 
course and there would have 
been a retrial. The prosecution 
has nor altered its stance on 
that” 

Judge Gee’s first trial, which 
lasted for three months and is 
estimated to have cost £3 mil¬ 
lion, ended when a jury, after 
deliberating for 13 days, foiled 
to reach a verdict 

The judge, who has been re¬ 
ceiving his full salary of 
£87,000 a year since his arrest 
three years ago. had been hop¬ 
ing to win back more than 
E70.000 he contributed to- 


Gardener 
died after 
wasp sting 
on neck 

By Simon de Bruxelles 

A KEEN gardener died after 
being stung on die neck by a 
wasp as be cut his lawn, an in¬ 
quest in Devon was told. 

George Duffell, 85, wbo 
knew he was allergic to insect 
stings, had tried to give him¬ 
self an injection of antidote but 
died within minutes with die 
syringe still in his hand. 

Richard van Oppen. the 
East Devon Coroner, recorded 
a verdict of accidental death 
on the-pensioner from Tiver¬ 
ton, describing it as a three mD- 
lion-to-one chance. 

After the hearing at Cul- 
Iompton, Mr Chiffon's son, 
Stephen, said: “He was cutting 
the grass when he was stung 
by a wasp. He would have 
been dead in five minutes. He 
literally had just enough time 
to get into the house and push 
the care home alarm. There 
was a wasp's nest in the gar¬ 
den and he was partially sight¬ 
ed and probably did not know 
it was.there. We found a wasp 
on his cardigan.” 

His father had been stung 
before some years ago and 
had nearly died, and had been 
given an adrenalin syringe to 
use if he was stung again. Mr 
Duffell died from asphixia be¬ 
cause the sting caused a sud¬ 
den swelling in his throat 







Judge Richard Gee: now 
negotiating his pension 

wards his defence in die £1 mil¬ 
lion mortgage fraud case dur¬ 
ing which he denied two charg¬ 
es of conspiracy to obtain serv¬ 
ices by deception. 

The prosecution had 
claim ed that, while acting as a 
solicitor in the 1980s, he had 
been involved in a swindle in¬ 
volving mortgages being ob¬ 
tained at low residential inter¬ 


est rates. The properties were 
then let out for business use at 
a profit 

At the time of the alleged 
fraud, the judge was acting as 
a solicitor while also sitting as 
a recorder. He was apppamt- 
ed a full-time judge in 1991. 

Last month John Maris, 
QC. the Attorney-General, 
caused controversy when, after 
studying medical evidence, he 
employed a rarely used proce¬ 
dure to end the case. Judge 
Gee, who is married to the 
New York socialite Marilyn 
Gross and has at feast two 
homes, in London and New 
York, was not in the Old Bailey 
yesterday to hear he had lost 

Mrs Justice Steel said that 
the Attorney-General had con¬ 
sidered Judge Gee’s health 
and noted that he had not per¬ 
sonally benefited from the al¬ 
leged fraud. She said if was 
now dear that the case would 
not be reopened. 

Judge (ke is now believed 
to be negotiating to gain early 
retirement with a non-oontrib- 
utary pension fond thought to 
be in the region of ESOCUXXL 
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Gary Glitter outside court yesterday after being committed to stand trial 


HOME NEWS 13 

Glitter to 
be tried 
on sex 
charges 

By A Correspondent 


THE pop star Gary Glitter 
was committed to stand trial 
yesterday on a series of child 
sex and pornography charges. 

Glitter. 54. has been 
charged under his real name, 
Paul Gadd, of making 50 inde¬ 
cent photographs of children, 
and with 50 alternative counts 
of possessing indecent photo¬ 
graphs of children. He faces a 
further four charges of inde¬ 
cent assault involving a young 
girl, and four other charges al¬ 
leging serious sexual offences 
involving a girt. The sex allega¬ 
tions date tack as for as 1975. 

The “glam rock” star ar¬ 
rived at North Avon Magis¬ 
trates’ Court at Yate, near 
Bristol, in a black leather coat 
over a velvet suit The stipendi¬ 
ary magistrate, Tim Work¬ 
man. committed him to stand 
trial at Bristol Crown Court, 
where a preliminary hearing 
will be held on January 18. Re¬ 
porting restrictions were not 
lifted and Glitter was released 
on bail. 
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Wanted: aide who 


works faster than 


a speeding bullet 


By Valerie Elliott. Whitehall editor 


TONY BLAIR is about to lose 
one of his closest aides and is 
struggling to find a replace¬ 
ment willing to step on to the 
onerous treadmill of life inside 
his private office. 

John Holmes, 47. the Prime 
Minister's Principal Private 
Secretary, may not be a house¬ 
hold name but he has become 
indispensable to Mr Blair. He 
works so hard — a regular 14 
to 17-hour day — ensuring that 
Downing Street is keeping a 
firm grip on what Whitehall is 
doing that some officials be¬ 
lieve that his duties should t* 
split between two senior staff. 

The work pressures general¬ 
ly in the private office have be¬ 
come so intense that Mr Blair 
and officials have even dis¬ 
cussed a possible restructur¬ 
ing of 10 Downing Street to ac¬ 
commodate more staff. 

The hallmark of Mr Blair’S 
administration is his determi¬ 
nation to keep check on the 
rest of Whitehall; his staff 
have so many responsibilities 
that many are working at 


breaking-point. Critics say 
this is caused by Mr Blairs 
“control-freak" instinct. 

Word about the intense 
hours inside No 10 has spread. 
One official approached for 
die post turned it down be¬ 
cause he did not want to spend 
so much time away from his 
young family. 

Mr Blair is considering how 
he can fill the vacuum that will 
be left by Mr Holmes when he 
departs at the end of next 
month to become Ambassador 
to Portugal. The two men have 
developed such a dose relation¬ 
ship that No 10 insiders de¬ 
scribe Mr Holmes as Mr 
Blair's “security blanker. 

For Mr Holmes, who came 
to No 10 three years ago as 
John Major's foreign affairs 
adviser, has been able to 
merge his key co-ordinating 
and management role with his 
pragmatic approach to advice 
on foreign policy from Europe . 
to Iraq and Iceland. 

Jeremy Heywood, a high-fly¬ 

er in the Treasury who is in his 


mid-3Qs. and who has been act¬ 
ing as Mr Blair's economic 
and domestic policy secretary, 

is to take on the main PPS role. 
He is described by colleagues 
as a workaholic, but even so 
some of his administrative du¬ 
ties could go to a new foreign 
affairs specialist. 

Denis Kavanagh of Liver¬ 
pool University, die co-author 
with Anthony Seldon of a new 
book on Downing Street, said: 
"You really have to be some¬ 
thing of a superman to be in 
Blair’S private office." He be¬ 
lieves Mr Blair is determined 
to keep to the style he devel¬ 
oped in Opposition — a small, 
personal staff who can deliver, 
and officials and political ap¬ 
pointees who work as a team. 

He also dubs it “the commu¬ 
nicating premiership" and lik¬ 
ens it to the presidential styles 
of Clinton and Reagan. Mr 
Blair likes his own personal 
media team and is determined 
the government message is 
properly communicated even 
u staff have to rewrite an- 
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Me and my shadow: John Holmes with Mr Blair in Northern Ireland yesterday 


nouncements from all depart¬ 
ments. The Foreign Office, 
however, is determined to re¬ 
place Mr Holmes with one of 
its own high-flyers. Among 
possible names being touted 
are Nigel Sheinwald. 46. who 
has strong links with No 10 as 
head of the Foreign Office 
news department. He was pro¬ 


moted six months ago to be¬ 
come director of the Europe de¬ 
partment and is not expecting 
another move so soon. 

Another possibility is John 
Sawers. 43, who was private 
secretary to Malcolm Rifkind, 
the former Tory Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. and is expected to re mm 
to London from Washington. 
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Matthew Kirk, 39, who head¬ 
ed the EC Presidency- unit, 
could also be in the running 
for the post. He moved ro the 
European Secretariat at the 
Cabinet Office in July but 
could easily shift into Down¬ 
ing Street. 


Leading article, page 25 


JOHN HOLMES is un¬ 
known to all but a handful oj 

political junkies. Qui« and 
discreet he has deftly pre¬ 
served his anonymity' as tne 
Prime Minister’s Principal 
Private Secretary- and is only 
seen when he leaves No 10 be¬ 
hind the Prime Minister to be 
swept away to the Commons 
or a foreign summit 

Mr Holmes's job sounds en¬ 
viable. His office adjoins the 
Cabinet Room, his in-tray is 
crammed with confidential 
documents, and on his desk 
sits the hotline to the White 
House. He advises Tony Blair 
on Iraq. Northern Ireland, in¬ 
terest rates and the colour of 
the prime ministerial tie while 
juggling telephone calls to 
and from world leaders, sen¬ 
ior politicians and civil serv¬ 
ants. And to his wife, to in¬ 
form her that he won't be 
home for supper. The Princi¬ 
pal Private Secretary must be¬ 
come a stranger to his family, 
addicted to coffee and adrena¬ 
lin. and lose sleep and hair in 
equal amounts. 

Mr Holmes is the last sen¬ 
ior civil servant inside No 10. 
He also served John Major, 
and his success at making the 
transition between regimes re¬ 
flects bow indispensable he is. 
especially on Europe and Uk 
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Brown keeps his 
credit rating as 
best Chancellor 


Do v\ e h« 


constitut 
stand rel 


By Peter Riddell 


GORDON BROWN remains 
the most highly rated Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer for mure 
than 20 years, despite in¬ 
creased public worries about 
the economic downturn, ac¬ 
cording to the latest MORI 
poll for The Times. 

Forty-five per cent of the pub¬ 
lic are satisfied with the way 
he is doing his job, with 29 per 
cent dissatisfied. Although 
down on his earlier ratings— 
notably the 56 to 24 per cent 
balance in his favour after the 
March Budget — this is the 
highest rating for any Chancel¬ 
lor since Denis Healey in J978. 

Mr Brown retains favoura¬ 
ble ratings among the middle 
classes, the better-off and 
those living in the South, sug¬ 
gesting that new Labour's ap-. 
peal to these groups does not 
just depend on Tony Blair. 

The poll, undertaken last 
weekend, shows that the in¬ 
creased gloom about the econo¬ 
my has nonetheless started to 
late the gloss off the Govern¬ 
ment’s economic ratings. But 
the public remains confident 
thai “in the long term the Gov¬ 
ernment's policies will im¬ 
prove the state of Britain's 


economy". Some 46 per cent 
still agree, with 33 peT cent dis¬ 
agreeing. This is down from 
the post-election peak of 57 to 
24 per cent, but is still the best 
rating since die “Lawson 
boom" peaked in spring 1968. 

Moreover. 50 per cent of the 
public still think the Govern¬ 
ment is doing a good job at 
managing the economy, down 
from 60 per cent last April- 
The number thinking it is do¬ 
ing a bad job has risen from 
just24to29percent 

Similarly, there has- so far 
been little change in the 
number thinking that the Gov¬ 
ernment is doing a good job in 
handling taxation and public 
expenditure, at 44 per cent, 
with 36 per cent disagreeing. 

The main shift has been in 
the public’s view of the Govern¬ 
ment’s record in keeping un¬ 
employment down, where the 
number thinking it is doing a 
good job has dropped from 55 
to 43 per cent since ApriL 
while the proportion thinking 
it is doing a bad job is up from 
23 to 36 per cent. 

□ MORJ interviewed 990 ■ 
adults between November 20 
and 23. 
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Mortgage lenders and direct operators often 
overcharge you for life assurance. 

We are an independent company who compare 
hundreds of quotes on your behaif and get you the 
same cover for considerably {■» 


£100,000 Repayment Mortgage Life Cover 


Direct Line 


£25.02 


Nat West Life 


£ 31.00 




Abbey National Life 
Lloyds TSB Life 
Nationwide Life 
Halifax Life 
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Devolution ‘may break Union’ 


MPs’ leak ed report warns of Scots 
independence, writes Shirley F.n ff ligli 


A LABOUR-dominaied select 
committee has given warning 
mat devolution could lead to 
^dependence for Scot- 

rt2?'rt! he J eaked re P° n ^ 
that the home-rule packase 

was ., conceived piecemeal" 
and in haste”. 

In a blow to Tony Blair and 
Donald Dewar, who have 
stressed that Scotland and 
England are “stronger logeth- 
er. wraker apart”, the confiden- 
nal 30-page document said 
that devolution could lead to 
serious conflict between Edin¬ 
burgh and Westminster. It 
said that it would be hard to 
prevent the Scottish parlia¬ 
ment from holding a referen¬ 
dum on independence, and 
that the stage would then be 
set for a “direct clash between 
what is the English doctrine of 
the sovereignty of Parliament 
and the Scottish doctrine of the 
sovereignty of the people”. 

Last night, the Scottish Sec¬ 
retary said that the report by 
the Commons Scottish Affairs 
Select Committee — which 
was leaked to a Scottish news¬ 
paper — had been selectively 
quoted “to make a headline” 
He added that several mem¬ 


bers of the committee had said 
that they did not recognise the 
media version. 

The report highlighted three 
main areas of potential con¬ 
flict: Scotland’s reliance on 
Westminster for money, the 
limited nature of the Holyrood 
parliament's powers; and the 
failure to give England similar 
control over its own affairs. It 
siated that those strains could 
“cause the settlement to break 
down” and that “it is permissi¬ 
ble to ask if it would matter, 
otherwise than sentimentally 
to some, if the UK were to 
break up”. 

Seven of the II committee 
members are labour MPs. 
and the report is the first real 
indication that a number of 
them are worried that home 
rule could wreck the Union.' 
The report said that any at¬ 
tempt by the UK Parliament to 
reduce the Scottish budget 
would “obviously be very bit¬ 
terly resented in Scotland and 
might encourage, or be used to 
encourage, further movement 
towards independence”. 

It added: ‘The devolution 
package is intended to be a set¬ 
tlement The Government pro- 


Do we have the 
constitution to 
stand reform? 


• ! 


B ritish politicians in¬ 
stinctively dislike look¬ 
ing at the big picture. 

It may be our pragmatic, em¬ 
piricist tradition, as opposed 
to Continental idealism. For 
instance, the many strands of 
constitutional reform are 
viewed separately, not as a 
whole. 

Yet we will not be able to 
avoid the big pic¬ 
ture for long. That 
was the theme of a 
Democratic Audit/ « 

Charter 88 confer- pinn o l* 
ence yesterday 
(sponsored by 77re ftJiPISft 
TBnes and Political 
Quarterly)- Lord Hurd of 
Westwell highlighted foe Eng¬ 
lish question posed by devolu¬ 
tion. “As Kkely as any result of 
the next general election will 
be the return of a Labour Gov¬ 
ernment which would this 
time be dependent on Scottish 
and Welsh Labour votes. It 
would not then be tolerable 
that potty cm education, hous¬ 
ing, and social matters in Eng¬ 
land should be decided by foe 
voles of Scots and Welsh mem¬ 
bers when English MPs bad 
no such rights in Scotland 
and Wales because these sub¬ 
jects were devolved.” 

Problems will emerge even 
earlier. For all foe days spent 
on devolution legislation, 
there has been almost no dis¬ 
cussion about how foe proce¬ 
dures of foe Commons will 
have to take account of the 
start of foe Scottish parlia¬ 
ment and foe Welsh assembly 
next summer. 

The standing of Scottish 
MPs at Westminster will 
change and new conventions 
win have to be created. Just as 
there were for the many fewer 
Northern Ireland members at 
Westminster during the 
50-year life of StormonL 
There are also legislative 
consequences. Lord Dahren- 
dorf is a member of foe Dele¬ 
gated Powers and Deregula¬ 
tion Committee, which mat¬ 
ters given foe propensity of 
successive governments to io- 
dude provisions in legislation 
to delegate important powers 
to ministers. 

However, the new Welsh as¬ 
sembly wiD largely take on 
the powers currently delegat¬ 
ed to foe Welsh Secretary. 
Such delegation is presuma¬ 
bly more desirable, but where 


does that leave comparable 
delegation in England? These 
are more than just loose ends. 
They reflect the inherent insta¬ 
bility — or if you prefer the dy¬ 
namic process — created'for 
foe Government’s consitution- 
al programme. 

It is possible to see a re¬ 
formed second chamber play¬ 
ing a role in relation to devolu¬ 
tion and other con- 
stitutional issues, tn- 
deed, in other rir- 
cumstanoes. a sec- 
ond chamber would 
Jjm have been the right 
body to put its mot 
down over the Euro¬ 
pean Elections Bill Other dr- ' 
cumstanoes would be if the 
Lords had dearly defined ; 
powers and functions in rela¬ 
tion to the Commons and a 
composition with broad legiti¬ 
macy. Neither applies now. 
The Government will be de¬ 
luding itself if it believes that 
removing the heredrtaries will 
be enough to ensure legithna^ 
cy. In foe Lords, Lord Better 
of Brockwell. foe former Cabi¬ 
net Secretary, quoted Gib¬ 
bon’s famous (and soon to be 
over-familiar) aphorism: The 
principles of a free constitu¬ 
tion are irrevocably lost when 
the legislative power is nomi¬ 
nated by foe executive”. 


D elivering one of the 
few “big picture” 
speeches we now 
hear from ministers on the 
constitution. Jack Straw said 
foe hereditary peers BiD was 
”a self-contained measure". 
Political pressures will, I be¬ 
lieve, force more rapid action 
on longer term reform, de¬ 
spite foe less hurried, delibera¬ 
tive timetable of a Royal Com¬ 
mission. Mr Straw pointed to 
how much the Government is 
doing, but there is also a need, 
as Lord Hurd characteristical¬ 
ly put it to know the destina¬ 
tion and not simply foe name 
of foe first couple of stops on 
the way. . 

□ A key sentence was omitted 
from yesterday’s commen¬ 
tary. So rather than Tony 
Blair visiting Spain and hold¬ 
ing talks last Sunday in Lon¬ 
don with Bodo Hombach, the 
German Chancellery Minis¬ 
ter. on a shared approach, it 
was Peter Mandelson. as the 

Prime Minister’s personal em¬ 
issary around Europe. 


Notice to Borrowers 

•mo Portman Building Soocty announces changes to standard 
vartatoi* mortgage -rest rate 

with effect from and .ncluding 1 December 1998. as follows 

A Residential property standard variable rate 

reduced by 0.45* gross from 8.55* to 8.10*. 

A Portman Mortgage Services Limited standard 
S.55* to 8.10%. 


A Commercial property stanoaro“ TTL 
reduced by 0.45% gross from 1045% to 10 - 

This notice does not affect the foHt^ing." 

A Loans currently subject to a fixed rate. 

A Loans ^R^ 1974 

operating under .the Personal 



Blair decides 
to court Wales 

By Valeric Elliott. Whitehall editor 




Donald Dewar played down select committee concern of a breakaway and an English nationalist backlash 


poses that it will satisfy the le¬ 
gitimate demand of Scots [and 
other minority nations] and so 
preserve the unity of the UK. If 
it does not do this, if the UK 
breaks up, it will have failed.” 

Of particular concern is the 


failure to give England more 
control over its affairs while 
granting Scotland. Wales and 
Northern Ireland greater au¬ 
tonomy. This, the report said 
could lead to an English na¬ 
tionalist backlash which 


“might be hijacked by ugly 
forces”. 

Last night Mr Dewar stud: 
“This is a balanced report 
drawn up in the context of 
strong support for devolution, 
set against a background of a 


huge vote feu- devolution for 
the Scottish parliament” 

The Scottish National Party 
said that it would be interest¬ 
ing to see to what extent the 
new Labour “control freaks” 
would try to rewrite the report 


TONY BLAIR wfll today 
launch a strategy to bring 
Wales in from me cold and 
promote stronger links be¬ 
tween foe Welsh Office and 
other government depart¬ 
ments. 

The U-turn, which follows 
the resignation last month of 
Ron Davies, the former 
Welsh Secretary, will be on 
display today when, after a 
gap of 15 months without an 
engagement in the Principali¬ 
ty, Mr Blair visits the South 
Wales valleys. 

Stung by accusations that 
be is dropping in for political 
expedience to bolster the cre¬ 
dentials of Alun Michael, the 
Welsh Secretary, for the job of 
First Secretary of the Welsh as¬ 
sembly, Downing Street last 
night disclosed that Mr Blair 
would also be meeting Rhodri 
Morgan, the Labour MP who 
has widespread Labour grass¬ 
roots support to lead foe 
Welsh Labour party. 

He is also to meet foe Welsh 
Labour party executive and 
Labour candidates for the as¬ 
sembly. 

The visit however, coin¬ 
cides with a new strategy to 
bolster the influence of the 


Welsh Office inside While- 
Hall- The department is to 
have a stronger voice and is to 
take a greater role in the cross- 
government approach to-. 
wards national issues. 

The new Welsh strategy 
was discussed at meeting this 
week between Mr Michael 
and Lord Falconer of Thoro- 
ton, QC, Minister for the Cabi¬ 
net Office. 

One Whitehall source lik¬ 
ened foe Blair U-turn on 
Wales to the Government's ap¬ 
proach to Brussels after the de¬ 
feat of the Conservative ad¬ 
ministration. “In the past, offi¬ 
cials from the Welsh Office 
turned up at meetings if they 
thought they were going to 
lose out on something. They 
rarely pitched in on policy." 

The new strategy is also be¬ 
ing seen as a response by min¬ 
isters to the narrow vote in fa¬ 
vour of devolution by foe 
Welsh people in last year's ref- • 
erendum. Mr Blair now wish¬ 
es to make dear that the Gov-. 
eminent has no intention of al-. 
lowing the Welsh to follow 
any separatist path and that 
the Welsh Office should play 
a full role in delivering the 
Government's p ro g ra mme. 
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Tokyo judges reject PoWs’ 
claim for compensation 
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By Robert Whymant in Tokyo and Michael Evans 






Arthur Titherington near 
Singapore in 1942 


BRITISH veterans who suffered at 
the hands of the Japanese in prison 
camps during the Second World 
War expressed outrage yesterday 
over fte decision by a Tokyo court 
to reject their claims for compensa¬ 
tion. They vowed to continue their 
fight "for justice". 

Arthur Titherington. the 76-year- 
old chairman of the Japanese La¬ 
bour Camp Survivors’ Association, 
was so angry that after the judg¬ 
ment had ban delivered he spat on 
the steps of the Japanese parlia¬ 
ment building. “There is no justice 
in this country.” he said. 

After the two-minute judgment, 
which dashed the hopes of the . 
PoWs, who are each daiming 
£13,500 and an apology from the 
Japanese Government, Mr Tither¬ 
ington said he planned to put more 
pressure on Tony Blair to help to 
win redress from Japan. 

Martyn Day, the British lawyer 
advising the seven plaintiffs, de¬ 
scribed the judgment in the Tokyo 
district court as a “kick in the 
teeth”. He said he had asked Japa¬ 
nese colleagues to lodge an immedi¬ 
ate appeal. However, he was not 


confident of victory. The Japanese 
judiciary is too much in the pocket 

of the Government," he said. 

At yesterday’s ruling, which fol¬ 
lowed a four-year “campaign for 
justice” by the PoWs, Judge Shigeki 
tnoue said: “This court rejects foe 
plaintiffs’ daims.There is no need 
tt) examine fads related to maltreat¬ 
ment or to rule on them.” 

Keifo Martin, a plaintiff repre¬ 
senting British civilian internees, 
said foe decision not to consider foe 
suffering of the PoWs was “a real irv 
suit”. Mr Titherington was unable 
to contain his anger. “I expected 
them to wriggle out on a technicali¬ 
ty. But to tell lies, to say that 1 
wasn't beaten for three and a half 
years...” 

The three judges refused to recog¬ 
nise the argument that Article 
Three of the Hague Convention 
and other international treaties al¬ 
lowed in dividual victims to claim 
compensation. Instead, they found 
for the defendant, the Japanese 
Government, which has consistent¬ 
ly argued that such claims can only 
be settled between governments 
and that the compensation issue 


was resolved with the signing of the 
San Francisco Peace Treaty in 1951. 

In Britain. Bill Holtham, 78, 
founder of the Japanese Labour 
Camp Survivors' Association, said: 
“If there is a way of taking this fur¬ 
ther. we will. IPs not just the survi¬ 
vors. it’s the widows and depend¬ 
ants whose lives have been com¬ 
pletely ruined by foe Japanese in 
the war.” 

Muriel Parham, spokeswoman 
for the Association of British Civil¬ 
ian Internees, said: “It is disgust¬ 
ing. but I don't see it as a surprise. 
The Japanese don’t want to lose 
face." Mrs Parham, 62. from Hor¬ 
sham in Sussex, was five years old 
when she was captured in Manila 
with her family. 

Joan Bulley. 60. also a member 
of the civilian internees' associa¬ 
tion, was taken prisoner in Shang¬ 
hai aged four. She said: ‘The sheer 
boldness of the decision just empha¬ 
sises the cultural differences be¬ 
tween them and us.” 

She added: “U is the inhumanity 
of it all. I know the Japanese suf¬ 
fered as well, but how can a coun¬ 
try live with itself when it knows it 


has done these,horrific things in foe IL 

'"^Britain had 60,000 soldiers and 

13,000 civilians held prisoner by Jg9L ■■■ . 

the Japanese. ^^k - 

In the Commons yesterday. MPs 
urged the Government to press Ja- 
pan for compensation 

PoWs. Margaret Beckett, Leader of BBR 

the House, said: "I think the 
House sympathises deeply with 
who brought the case and the 
suffering they have endured and 
understands disappoint- 

A spokesman for Japanese 

Government said it had to respect- ! 11 1? n ‘ = 

the court decision and insisted that ■ j r f* 

Japan had already apologised in [•# „ t \ 
the statement made by the Japa- 
nese Prime Minister in August 1995 

when he expressed “deep remorse' : |8 

and heartfelt apology”. 

Derek Fatchetr. Foreign Office ^ 

M ini ster, said the Government was 

“constrained” by Britain's decision ' 

more than 40 years ago to accept JL 

the compensation agreed under the 
San Francisco Treaty. 

Leading article, page 25 Arthur Titherington shows his anger in the court yesterday 


SAS documentary 
claims regiment 
ignored help calls 

From Cathie Bell in Wellington 


THE SAS let its men down by 
ignoring their calls for help, a 
New Zealander who served 
with the elite force in foe Gulf 
War said yesterday. 

The special forces soldier, 
known as “Mark the Kiwi” in 
the bestselling Gulf War book 
Bravo Two Zero but referred 
to as Mike Coburn yesterday, 
spoke out on a current affairs 
programme screened in New 
Zealand last night 

The British Government 
had gone to the highest court 
in New Zealand — the Court 
of Appeal — to stop TVNZ 
from running Che interview 
with Mr Coburn, but foe 
judges rejected foe attempt 
and refused the British Attor- 



McNab: claims the right 
decision was made 


ney-General leave to appeal 
for an injunction to the Privy 
Council, which is still the 
court of last resort for New 
Zealand. 

Mr Cobum said last night 
that when on operations SAS 
soldiers had a device called a 
“guardnet”. which meant they 
could communicate directly 
with their squadron. That’s a 
fixed frequency, which may or 
may not work, but it’s there 
and that’s what we managed 
to get through on, saying we 
needed help. Unfortunately, 
that was ignored." 

Mr Coburn said he felt the 
hierarchy of foe regiment dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War let a lot of its 
soldiers down. They didn't 
lie to us. but we were misled.” 
he said. 

He said it would have been 
all right if foe soldiers had 
known before they left on op¬ 
erations that calls for help 
would be ignored: “You can 
get that mindset in your head 
and then you make your own 
contingencies for that That 
was certainly never made 
clear to us before we went out 
I was disgusted.” 

Andy McNab, author of 
Bravo Two Zero, said on foe 
programme that the right deri¬ 
sion was made to ignore the 
calls. Had an aircraft been 
sent to help, it would have 
been shot down, he said. 
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Cruise the Nile in style on board one cf our boats 
M/S Neptune 7 nights (FB)from £439 
M/S Rail 7 nights (FB) from £556 
Cruises can be combined with hotels in Cairo, Luxor, Aswan, 
Hurghada and Shartn d Sheikh 

Egypt/Kenya combination also mailable. 
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Direct Line’s 


New Mortgage Rate 


Our variable Mortgage rate will decrease from 
8.19% (8-5% APR) to 7.64% (7.9% APR) per 
annum. Our variable Equity Release rate will 
decrease from 9.19% (9-6% APR) to 8.64% 
(9.0% APR) per annum. 

Both take effect from 1st December 1998 for new 
and existing borrowers. 





0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 0141 221 9099 


LONDON ■ MANCHESTER ■ GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 
9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. TTPN144 

wnK&ttilhitktom/mo BpieM 


Direct Line Financial Services Limited, 250 Sl Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5SH. Registered m England No. 2372702. 




The best 
things this 
Christmas come 
in Tiny Packages 

With nothing to pay until next Christmas 


It’s so easy to buy the 
PC you want from Tiny 
We offer two simple 
repayment options 

1- Pay nothing at all for 12 months, 
then pay the whole balance on 
or before the due date. 

2. Opt for 36 monthly 
payments at 26.9% APR. 

As detailed in the 
example below. 

(You can, of course, pay 
by cheque or credit card. 

It’s your choice.) 


12 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
ON ALL TINY PCs 



Alley PCs are 

J_:_J Z__ 

OeSUHfl TOT 

Windows 98 
. far fehre saftwwe & 
bgdware c a a uuAfcy. 
Otiters are acrt, diedc first! 



Family Bonus System with Intel Celeron™ Processor 333MHz 


Enjoy the magic of digital photography with this brilliant PC. It comes with a free 
digital camera, scanner, printer and over £930 of software . 


128K CPU Cache _ 

64MB Fast SDRAM 


4.3GB Ultra DMA IDE 

Haiti Disk Drive _ 

15" SVGA Colour Monitor 
4MB 3D AGP Graphics Card 
32 Speed Max CD ROM Drive 
Integrated Sound with 
Software Wavetabie plus 
Tiny CPR50 
Stereo Speakers 


Joystick _ s _ 

Epson Styhrs 300 Colour Printer 

Flatbed Colour Scanner _ 

FREE Rip DXS Camera & 

Image Editing Software 
Voice Fax/Modem v.9Q 56Kbps 
FREE Trial BT LineOne 
Internet Access 

Learn to Speak French, Spanish and 
German Software 


Windows 98 

£930 of Microsoft & OtherSoS^ 
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0/ o NOTHING TO PAY FOR 12 MONTHS • NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT 

FflMHy BONUS SYSTEM - PC cash price £1209.08 fine. Delivery £30.00 + VAT @ 17,5% England & Wales mainland only). Pay whole balance 
cm or before due payment date interest free. Alternatively pay 36 monthly payments of £59.05, Total amount payable £2125.80, APR 26.9%. 
Interest calculated from day one of the agreement. Written quotations upon request. Finance subject to status. 
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Japan avoids 


Tokyo fails to sign 

an apology for vast 

atrocities. David 
Watts observes 
an Oriental snub 

ASIA’S two great powers were at din- 
omanc Iwgerheads last night after 

t0 s,8n 30 a 8 reed text »n 
which Japan was to have apologised 
iorwartinie atrocities against China. 

The original Chinese intention had 
been that there would be both a ver¬ 
bal and a written apology for Japa¬ 
nese conduct up to and including the 
Second World War. But despite late 
nights at the Japanese Foreign Minis¬ 
try. no text could be agreed upon and 
me two sides are likely to settle for a 
moreanodync document which Kei- 
w Obuchi, the Japanese Prime Minis¬ 
ter. and President Jiang Zemin will 
agree upon bu: not sign. 

For President Jiang, what would 
have amounted to a Japanese kow¬ 
tow was to have been the highlight of 
his visit — the first state visit by a Chi¬ 
nese leader since the Second World 
War. 

The Chinese had sought an apol¬ 
ogy similar to that granted to South 
Korea during the recent visit of Presi¬ 
dent Kim Dae Jung, but a spokes¬ 
man for the Japanese Prime Minister 



Japanese soldiers torment two Chinese boys before execution; and Pr esident Jiang in Tokyo^yestenJay 


said that the relationship had been en¬ 
tirely different — China was never a 
Japanese colony—and therefore simi¬ 
lar treatment was not appropriate. A 
verbal apology would suffice. 

Last night both sides were trying to 
save face in an extraordinary diplo¬ 
matic debacle for two countries 
which prepare their diplomatic posi¬ 
tions with such care. A Japanese gov¬ 
ernment spokesman. Hiromu Non- 
aka. said that there had never been 
any intention to sign such a docu¬ 
ment in spite of an earlier announce¬ 


ment But the Chinese spokesman. 
Tang Guoqiang. insisted: The key is 
not the signing, it is how to imple¬ 
ment the letter and spirit of the docu¬ 
ment With regard to Sino-Japan rela¬ 
tions. the most important issues are 
how to face history, how to have cor¬ 
rect perspective with regard to histo¬ 
ry and how to open up the future for 
bilateral relations.** 

Neither side, however, could dis¬ 
guise the fact that previous communi¬ 
ques between the two sides had been 
signed and had had the force of law. 


- During teeir two hoofs of talks Mr 
Obuchi offered Japans “deep re¬ 
morse and a beanfcfeapofogy to the 
Chinese people" — ratichaJong the 
same lines as the tfprad-breaking 
apology in 1995 of the-former Prime 
Minister. Tonriichl , Murayama. 
which was issued in bsname tut did 
not have die supported die whole 
Cabinet 

The Chinese had best hoping for 
something more along die lines of an 
atonement for the socaDed Nanking 
Massacre and other incidents during 
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tee struggle on the Asian mainland 
from »37 »1945. 

The problem for bodi countries is 
that historical truth is now buried 
, der layers of propaganda and obfiia- 


aation on bora rides. The Japanese 
‘ did noi ceme to terms with their hist¬ 
ory after the wbt. net least because of 
■ me American Ocayrian forces 
' vff&h ftitrodumd press controls and 
*art»de debaft on ihe war at either 
tee papilar w'acadensic tewtd. There 
9fos r few jm accounting after tee 
War and ttls only in recent decades 
, .terittee faff horror of wfaai happened 
■m Gtipa has emerged in Japaju 
m their part the Chinese version 
. ^n»*bryhasbemhMLckedbyprot»- 
gteftg and used snlfully to saanro- 
trtale Japanese Governments into tk>- 
ipg Ceos's behea. The Japanese 
know teat once tear signature was 
on an$. docu ment assigning guilt it 
cottefirnmediairiybeusedat.willfor 
propaganda purposes among a popu¬ 
lation which sn3 harbours strong 
emotions about Japan. Recent books 
such as Iris Chang’s The Rape of 
Nanking have only added emotional 
rather than factual fuel to the fire. 

The Prime Minister promised to 
head off future disagreements by set¬ 
ting up a hotline between the two 
countries. But he seems ©have head¬ 
ed off Chinese demands for a strong 
statement on Taiwan white Presi¬ 
dent CEnan agreed to during a visit 
to Shanghai. There has been no men¬ 
tion of not supporting Taiwanese 
membership of vfot\d organisations. 









A museum exhibit showing a Chinese man being 
tortured by Japanese soldiers at Harbin in China 

Wounds of brutal 
war refuse to heal 

From James Pringle in belong 


AT THE Japanese Atrocities 
Museum, scute of Beijing, 
tee place where many believe 
tee Second World War began 
in 1937 with a surprise Japa¬ 
nese attack on Chinese Na¬ 
tionalist troops, a party of 400 
Chinese schoolchildren had 
just walked 12 miles through 
tee snow under red banners 
to see the exhibits. 

“I think the Japanese peo¬ 
ple mi the whole are good and 
only tee militarists are really 
bad.” said a teenager, follow¬ 
ing the official Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party line. “I don’t be¬ 
lieve the Japanese have really 
changed at all," said a giri of 
15. “How can they? They are 
not taught in school about the 
brutality their troops really ua- 
Qicted on China." 

One exhibit, based on a real 
modest, shows' a Japanese 
army “kilting contest” near 
Naming. Officers held a com¬ 
petition to see who could be¬ 
head more Chinese prisoners. 
One scored 106, tee other 105. 

In the central Chinese city 
of Chongqing, tee vast tun¬ 
nels into tee rode in white the 
city is built high above tee 
Yangtze River are still there; 


housing storerooms, dormito¬ 
ries, even a disco Once tee 
city’s entire population shel¬ 
tered in these tunnels during 
Japanese bombing raids. 

“On nights when the moon 
reflected on tile water, the Jap¬ 
anese devils in their bombers 
followed the river upstream, 
and unloaded all their bombs 
on us,” said one old Chong¬ 
qing resident “Everyone has 
a bitter memory.” 

Diplomats say that China 
and Japan dearly still cannot 
turn the page on the Second 
- World War. The crux of it all 
was Nanjing, where 300,000 
Chinese were butchered in 
1937. lin Yuting, once China's 
leading novelist; called the 
war “tee most terrible; tee 
most inhuman, the most bru¬ 
tal tee most devastating war 
in all Asia’s history”. 

Analysts agree that future 
geopolitical and economic con¬ 
tours of Asia will in large part 

be determined by the nature 
of relations between Japan 
and China. If it deteriorates 
into a bitter rivalry, the east 
Asian region could face anote- 
er threat to stability that will 
not go away so soon. 
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Residents help to dear the 20-acre site ready for construction to start 

Nazareth to 
become site 
of biblical 
‘theme park’ 



An artist’s Impression showing how the completed village is expected to look. Modern-day residents of Nazareth win help to turn it into a Jiving historical site 


AN AMBITIOUS project has 
been launched in Nazareth to 
construct a living village show¬ 
ing how the area would have 
appeared in the time Jesus 
Christ lived there. 

A ground-breaking ceremo¬ 
ny was held this week on the 
20-acre she and organisers 
have begun a fundraising 
drive for the estimated $60 mil¬ 
lion (£35 million) needed to 
complete the work. About 200 
volunteers, including Chris¬ 
tians of different denomina¬ 
tions and Muslims bom Naza¬ 
reth, took part - 

The Nazareth Village will 
operate from 2000, but con- 


Archaeologists 
plan to recreate 
Jesus’s home 
village, writes 

Ross Dunn 

struction will continue for sev¬ 
eral more years. It is being 
built using the archaeological 
remains of stone watch towers, 
a terraced farming landscape 
and a wine press, fitting the im¬ 
ages used by Jesus in the Par¬ 


able of the Tenants in Mark 
xxii, 1: “A certain man planted 
a vineyard, and set a hedge 
about it and digged a place for 
the winevat and buQt a tower 
and let it out to husbandmen." 

Although little is known 
about Jesus'S early years, it is 
believed that he spent most of 
his life in Nazareth before 
starting his missionary work. 
The Scriptures say Christ was 
bom in Bethlehem, and fled 
with his family to Egypt to es¬ 
cape King Herod. 

He then returned to Naza¬ 
reth in Galilee, where he 
worked as a builder or carpen¬ 
ter until he was about 30. That 


Jesus might have once walked 
the very land on which the 
project is bring built seems 
probable, given that during 
his lifetime there were only 
300 villagers in Nazareth and 
all would have worked togeth¬ 
er at harvest time. 

Ross Joseph Voss, the ar¬ 
chaeologist at the site, said lo¬ 
cals from present-day Naza¬ 
reth will dress in Ist-century at¬ 
tire and perform tasks such as 
weaving and fanning in the vil¬ 
lage. “We want this to be a liv¬ 
ing village, people on the land 
are actually going to be work¬ 
ing, not acting, pruning the 
olive trees, pruning the vine¬ 


yards, pressing the oil," said 
Michael Hostetler. the 
project's director. 

The staff will also assume 
the role of storytellers and ex¬ 
plain the early life of Jesus. 
“We want storytellers, who 
will take on the role of a san- 
dalmaker for example, a farm¬ 
er, or a homemaker,” said Mr 
Hostetler. 

Visitors could be given the 
option of wearing robes (wool 
in winter and linen in sum¬ 
mer) and sandals, and joining 
in activities such as treading 
grapes to produce wine.Mr 
Voss said the aim was to repro¬ 
duce biblical life. “It was a lit¬ 


tle dirty, a little smelly and a lit- 
de rough." he said. “People to¬ 
day are insulated from the ru¬ 
ral lifestyle and they have real¬ 
ly no awareness of whar it 
might have been like." 

A diverse group of Chris¬ 
tians. including Jimmy Cart¬ 
er, the former US President, 
and Pat Boone, the American 
entertainer, are helping in the 
effort to raise funds for the 
Nazareth Village, which will 
be run by a non-profit, non-de¬ 
nomination al organisation. 
There are also plans for a 
study centre, an interactive 
educational museum and a res¬ 
taurant. 


Modem Nazareth is a pre¬ 
dominantly Muslim city of 
60,000. jammed with build¬ 
ings and traffic Stephen 
Pfann, director of the Centre 
for the Study of Early Christi¬ 
anity in Jerusalem, said the vil¬ 
lage project could boost tour¬ 
ism and provide work and rev¬ 
enue for the local people. “I 
suppose you could also call it a 
theme park." he said. 

“Here you have a piece of 
property that is nearly contigu¬ 
ous with the original village 
and it just happens by chance 
or by miracle that it has not 
been developed. Everything 
else is covered with concrete 


and dug up and covered over.” 
The restoration work is being 
conducted under the supenri- 
sion of Mark Goodman, an Is¬ 
raeli architectural conserva¬ 
tionist who has worked with 
the Israeli Antiquities Authori¬ 
ty. “We take very much care to 
continue the original tech¬ 
nique. the original materials 
and style, so that it is an au¬ 
thentic restoration," he saxL 
Mr Goodman said the vil¬ 
lage would have widespread 
appeal. “It is essentially a Jew¬ 
ish village from biblical times, 
in a modem Arab town and it 
is most meaningful for Chris¬ 
tians." he said. 


Israel attacks Britain on ‘dosed’ Holocaust files Party gets in a stew over pork 


From Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 

ISRAEL is demanding greater access 
to international archives on the Holo¬ 
caust era and has published a contro¬ 
versial “Waddisr of repositories it 
claims have put obstacles in the way of 
researchers, including Britain's MI5. 

The list which has prompted a deni¬ 
al from British officials and 1 those of 
other countries, was made public in ad¬ 
vance of a 44-nation conference on Hol¬ 


ocaust-era assets which opens in Wash¬ 
ington on Monday. 

Delegates will discuss looted art. in¬ 
surance, communal property and the 
opening of flies belonging to firms and 
public agencies. In a letter released this 
week. Bobby Brown, adviser on Di¬ 
aspora affairs to the Prime Minister, 
Binyamin Netanyahu, named a dozen 
archives in Europe and Russia that al¬ 
legedly “have refused or have been un¬ 
co-operative in sharing information" 

Among the state institutions named 


are the MI5 intelligence agency and the 
flies of the British Custodian of Enemy 
Property, as well as the French Nation¬ 
al Archives, the Vatican archives and 
the central state archives and Prague 
Jewish Museum in the Czech Republic. 

Mr Brown told the Associated Press 
news agency that the British Custodian 
had allowed historians to look at Sec¬ 
ond World War bank accounts, but not 
records of safe deposit boxes. 

A Home Office spokesman said: “To 
the best ofour knowledge there is noth¬ 


ing on MIS files that is relevant to the 
Holocaust" The Israeli letter said: “We 
appeal to each institution listed to open 
their files so that we may learn why civ¬ 
ilised society failed in its basic commit¬ 
ment to ensure the safety, lives and 
property of our people.” 

. Philippe Delaval, head of the French 
National Archives, said he was “aston¬ 
ished" by the accusation, and Jan Deck¬ 
er, a Czech Interior Ministry spokes¬ 
man, said: “We have given them every¬ 
thing they wanted.” 


By Christopher Walker 

RELIGIOUS Jews are up in 
arms because some commen¬ 
tators have blamed pork 
price rises for last month's 
3 per cent rise in inflation 
(Christopher Walker writes). 

Hatzofeh, the National Re¬ 
ligions Party paper, said yes¬ 
terday it was “an odious dis¬ 
grace" that profane meat was 


included in the price index: 
“This is not the Jewish state 
that we all yearned for,"the 
paper said. 

Jonathan Katz, an econo¬ 
mist said that pork jumped 
by an unusual 5.4 per cent 
last month, “but it can hardly 
take all the blame in an unu¬ 
sual month when the shekel 
was devalued by 9 per cent”. 

For many years a few kib¬ 


butzim have specialised in 
the production of pork in ele¬ 
vated buildings, kept off the 
ground so that die animals 
do not touch Jewish sol and 
sold under the euphemistic 
name of “white steak". 

But since foe immigration 
of a milli on citizens of die 
former Soviet Union in re¬ 
cent years, pork selling has 
become much more open. 
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Ex-President flees sex case 


OVERSEAS NEWS 19 


WORLD IN BRIEF 



Banana; may be seeking 
Anglican Church help 


BOTSWANA police promised 
Iasi night to hum down the 
Rev Canaan Banana, the form¬ 
er President of Zimbabwe, 
who fled across the border be¬ 
fore his conviction in Harare 
yesterday on 11 charges of 
homosexual abuse. 

Banana, the Methodist min- 

jsier who served as Zim¬ 
babwe’s first head of state 
was convicted by Harare High 
Own yesterday. Judge God- 
freyChidyausiku delivered his 
verdict to an empty dock. He 
was told that Banana. 62. had 
jumped tail and fled into 
neighbouring Botswana about 
a week ago. where he was 
applying for political asylum. 

The judge ordered warrants 
for Banana's arrest to be is- 


Zimbabwe hunts guilty Banana after 


sued, revoked his bail of about 
□20 and impounded the title 
deeds to his mansion in subur¬ 
ban Harare. 

Botswana police said that 
they would search for Banana. 
Edwin Batshu, Botswana's 
Deputy Police Commissioner, 
said that Banana had not pre¬ 
sented himself to any police 
station or any border authori¬ 
ty when he entered the coun¬ 
try. ‘The man is now a crimi¬ 
nal and we have means to ex¬ 
tradite him." he aid. 

A Botswana official said it 
was possible that Banana had 


left Botswana. “He did not 
meet any people in. authority, 
nor did he report that be was 
here.” a presidential official 
said. “As far as the President's 
office knows, he has left the 
country." He added that Ba¬ 
nana had not sought asylum. 

Augustine Chucumira. of 
the Zimbabwe attorney-gener¬ 
al's office, said that he would 
apply for Banana’s extra¬ 
dition. 

Yesterdays court hearing in 
Harare finally demolished the 
respectable image of the US- 
educated churchman a hero 


of the struggle against white 
rule who was revered as a na¬ 
tional father figure. 

His trial in June heard 18 
days of sordid evidence of how 
he tried to use his authority as 
President to force ten young 
men into having sex with him. 
They included ms air force, po¬ 
lice and intelligence service 
aides and bodyguards, a code 
and a gardener at his official 
residence and a hitchhiker. 

He is known to have suc¬ 
ceeded with only one. The oth¬ 
ers said they escaped his ad¬ 
vances, one by screaming for 
help from Banana's wife. 
Janet and another by throw¬ 
ing him into a swimming pool 

Mr Oukumira said Bana¬ 
na's diplomatic passport, is- 


CBS showed 
mercy killing 
‘to help ratings’ 

From Damian Whitworth in Washington 


THE screening of a video 
showing a patient receiving a 
lethal injection, which led to a 
murder charge against Dr 
Jack Kevorkian, has provoked 
accusations that American tele¬ 
vision networks will do any¬ 
thing to boost ratings. 

CBS has had to mount a vig¬ 
orous defence of its decision to 
show the tape of the death of 
Thomas Youk. a terminally ill 
patient whom Dr Kevorkian, 
an enthusiastic proponent of 
the “right to die'’ was seen in¬ 
jecting with deadly drugs. 

After the footage was shown 
on CBS’s flagship current af¬ 
fairs programme 60 Minutes 
on Sunday evening, a Michi¬ 
gan prosecutor watched an un¬ 
edited version of the tape and 
charged Dr Kevorkian with 
first-degree murder. The doc¬ 
tor got the showdown he want¬ 
ed and 60 Minutes had its big¬ 
gest audience of the season. 

Advertisers dropped out be¬ 
fore the screening, but they 
were replaced quickly. Ratings 
were up by 11 per cent in 44 
markets nationwide, making 
it the network's top-rated show 
of the week. 

CBS has been deluged with 



Kevorkian: has die legal 
showdown he wanted 


criticism because the show 
was aired during the crucial 
November “sweeps" in which 
ratings are taken for use in set¬ 
ting advertising rates. CBS’S 
year-on-year prime-time rat¬ 
ings are down by 52 per cent 
and it has the oldest viewer 
profile among the networks as 
they all fight to keep their au<F 
iences in the face of stiff compe¬ 
tition from cable television. 

Religious groups have been 
up in arms over the death it¬ 
self and other media organisa¬ 
tions and commentators have 
accused CBS of stooping to the 
lowest common denominator. 
“One can just imagine the cul¬ 
ture and ratings chase that pro¬ 
duces something like this," 
said Sanford Ungar, Dean of 
American University's School 
of Communication. 

ABC previously has shown 
a Dutch documentary about 
euthanasia, but excised a por¬ 
tion of the film in which a pa¬ 
tient was shown dying. 

Don Hewitt, executive pro¬ 
ducer of 60 Minutes, was 
moved to write a letter counter¬ 
ing criticism in The New York 
Times. “We respect the views 
of those who contend that we 
may not have been prudent in 
broadcasting (the program¬ 
me!, "he said- “However, there 
is absolutely no justification 
for [the| suggestion that we 
ran the story because it was a 
ratings sweep week. In our 30 
years on the air we have never 
done anything to pander to a 
sweeps week. 

“We ran this story when it 
was ready to be published — 
not a minute sooner, not a 
minute later. With the issue of 
euthanasia a matter of public 
discourse now as never before, 
we feel strongly that the story 
— exactly as we told it—was a 
fit and proper one for us. or 
anyone, to tell." 
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Frederick Cook's claim to have conquered Mount McKinley in Alaska won him 
backing for the race to die North Pole. New evidence suggests he was a charlatan 


sued to him as former head of 
state, and his ordinary pass- 
pan were in the authorities’ 
hands; he could only have 
crossed the border illegally. 

Security sources believe that 
he went on foot through the 
thick thorn bush of Zimba¬ 
bwe's border with Botswana. 

the same rotne he had used 26 
years ago when the Rhodesian 
authorities refused to give him 
a passport to take up an ap¬ 
pointment as a university 
chaplain in Washington DC. 

Reports in Harare said that 
Banana was in the village of 
Mogodirshane, about three 
mites from the Botswanan cap¬ 
ital Gaborone, where he had 
asked for help from the Angli¬ 
can Church there. 


American 
mountain 
conquest 
‘a hoax’ 

By Damian Whitworth 

THE discovery of an un- 
cropped version of the famous 
photograph purporting to 
show the conquest of Mount 
McKinley is bring claimed as 
the strongest evidence yet that 
the ascent was a hoax. 

In 1906 the American explor¬ 
er. Dr Frederick Cook, took a 
picture of his companion. Ed¬ 
ward BaniU. atop America’s 
highest peak. He was hailed 
as a hero and given backing to 
trek to die North Pole. His 
daim to be the first man to the 
pole was discredited, and for 
90 years there has been specu¬ 
lation about the authenticity 
of the McKinley climb. 

The new evidence about the 
photograph appears to con¬ 
firm suspicions that the only 
summit he readied was that 
of Fake Peak. The print was 
unearthed by Robert Bryce, 
the author of a book about 
Cook's rivalry with the explor¬ 
er Robert Peary, in papers 
given to Ohio University. 

Taken from Cook’s nega¬ 
tive it shows a wider vista 
than that which was printed 
in his account of the dnnbt To 
the Top of the Continent. 

The broader shot shows geo¬ 
graphical features that appear 
to prove that BarriD was not 
standing at 20320ft on the 
Alaskan summit but 19 miles 
away at an elevation of just 
StfOOft. 

*7 don’t think Cook ever 
had any intention of going to 
the summit.” wrote Mr Biyce 
in an exploration journal “He 
apparently spotted this fen- 
tune that he thought he could 
pass off as the summft and it 
was easy to stage the photo- 1 
graph because Banin had to 1 
efimb only a few hundred feet 
above die glacier floor." 

Cook’s reputation did not re¬ 
cover. He was imprisoned in 
1923 for an ofl swindle. 


100 die in India’s 
latest rail tragedy 

Delhi: At least 100 people died yesterday in India's latest train 
disaster, confirming the appalling safety record of the world's 
busiest rail network (Christopher Thomas writes). It hap¬ 
pened before dawn at Kauri in Punjab, a small town near Lud¬ 
hiana. when a Calcutta-bound train crashed into ten derailed 
carriages from the Amritsar-bound Frontier Mail Derailing 
is a constant danger on Indian railways because of poor main¬ 
tenance of trade and rolling stock. More than 250 people were 
injured and the death toll is likely to rise substantially over the 
ccnnng days. The state government of Punjab ordered hospi¬ 
tals to treat the injured without charge. 

World hunger grows 

Rome The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
said that the number of chronically hungry people in the 
world was rising and that the Asian financial crisis could spell 
even more pain for the poor. The Rome-based agency, which 
in 1996 hosted a world food summit that aimed to halve the 
number of hungry people by 2015. said in an annual State of 
Food and Agriculture report that the number of severely un¬ 
dernourished people in developing countries rose to 828 mil¬ 
lion in 1994-96 from 822 million in 1990-92. (Reiitersj 

Singapore relents 

Singapore: Singapore dropped all restrictions on the move¬ 
ments of Chia Thye Poh, 57, a former political prisoner who 
had been held without trial for 23 years. The former socialist 
MP was arrested in October 1966 and accused of bring a com¬ 
munist. He was freed in 1989 but confined to a fortress on an 
island off Singapore. In 1992 he was allowed to work in Singa¬ 
pore, and later allowed to reside there. But the Government 
warned him not to get involved in political activities. (AP) 

Report clears Moi 

Nairobi: The Kenyan Government 
has issued a report on the 1990 mur¬ 
der of the country's Foreign Minis¬ 
ter. . Robert Ouko, right It has 
cleared the President and Nicholas 
Biwatt a powerful Cabinet minis¬ 
ter. of any blame. Ouko’s charred 
and shot body was found in western 
Kenya in February 1990. The killing 
prompted a crisis for the Govern¬ 
ment of President Moi. The murder 
has still to be solved. (Reuters) _ 

Miners killed in fraud 

Beijing; Chinese police have arrested 12 out of 38 people sus¬ 
pected of killing 22 coal miners in staged accidents so they 
could daim compensation from bosses, state radio reported. 
The ring killed the miners in 20 cases in various provinces 
over a two-year period. They tricked people into working in 
coal mines, then staged accidents, including roof falls and ex¬ 
plosions, of beat miners to death before posing as relatives to 
daim compensation- (AFP) 

Taiwan tunnel studied 

Beijing: Scholars and experts are discussing the possibility of 
building a tunnel under the Taiwan Strait to link China and 
Taiwan, foe official Xinhua raws agency reported. The idea 
was put forward by Wu Zhiming of Beijing's Qinghua Univer¬ 
sity. which has a centre for feasibility studies. Participants at 
the symposium in Xiamen, southern China, include China, 
Taiwan. Hong Kong, foe United States and Japan. China and 
Ttiiwan have been separated since 1949. TAFP) 



Heavy metal 


Names: The worlds biggest bell is to be made in a foundry 
here next month before being shipped to foe US for foe millen¬ 
nium celebrations. It will be installed in a shopping complex 
in Newport, Kentucky. The ben. weighing about 30 tonnes 
with a 13ft diameter, will be made by Paccard foundries, found¬ 
ed in 1796, whose 30 employees specialise in casting bells and 
ship propellers. Paccard is the only firm in FYance capable of 
casting such a large amount of metal □ (AFP) 



The Astonishing Story of the 
Survival of the Tsarevich 

Written by h?> ?or: Mo hue'. G:\sy 

A story of tragedy and fortitude _ 

extraordinary, controversial, moving 



Criminal 
charge 
threat to 
Clinton 

From Bronwen Maddox 
IN WASHINGTON 


KENNETH STARR has 
| threatened to bring criminal 
charges against President din- 
ton after he leaves the White 
House, raising a vision of the 
two adversaries locked in com¬ 
bat for years. 

That spectre, which is 
bound to dismay the Presi¬ 
dent’s advisers, came as the 
White House continued to try 
to extricate him from the more 
pressing threat of impeach¬ 
ment hearings on Capitol Hill 

Asked whether foe fod©- 
pendent prosecutor might con¬ 
sider indicting Mr Clinton 
after he leaves office in Janu¬ 
ary 2001, Mr Starrs spokes¬ 
man. Charles Bakaly, said: 
“Thars fair to conclude, but I 
don’t want to send signals 
here." Mi Starr’s office said 
that even without such an in¬ 
dictment it would take two 
years to tie up loose ends. 

The longer-term threat of in¬ 
dictment has surfaced to com¬ 
plicate the tangled question of 
the fate of the House impeach¬ 
ment hearings. For days, it 
has seemed as if many House 
Republicans were keen to ar¬ 
range a rapid ending short of 
impeachment, such as a for¬ 
mal censure. But yesterday re¬ 
ports surfaced that foe House 
Judiciary Committee has be¬ 
gun to draw up three articles 
of impeachment against the 
President, 

The most important charge 
would be foe allegation that 
Mr Clinton committed perjury 
when he denied under oath 
that he had a sexual affair 
with Monica Lewinsky. 
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Schroder calls 


for big push 


to unify Europe 


From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


THE German Chancellor, 
Gerhard Schroder, proclaim¬ 
ed his commitment yesterday 
to the creation of a unified Eu¬ 
rope that embraces the states 
of the former Soviet bloc. 

The Chancellor's remarks, 
on his first visit to the Europe¬ 
an Commission since his elec¬ 
tion, came after calls this week 
for a single European state 
and harmonised taxes from 
the German Finance and For¬ 
eign Ministers. 

Setting out his aims for Ger¬ 
many's turn next year in the 
EU presidency, which starts 
on January 1. Herr Schroder 
said that his vision of "an ever- 
integrating Europe” was the 
same as that of Helmut Kohl. 
his predecessor. This is some¬ 
thing that is shared by Ger¬ 
man politicians, irrespective of 
parly affiliation," he said. He 
wanted “a unified Europe, one 
which does not stop at Germa¬ 
ny’s eastern borders”. 

Bonn was committed to 
achieving by March an agree¬ 
ment on future EU spending, 
including a cut in Germany's 
big net contribution to the EU 
budget, he said. In a reflection 
of fading German enthusiasm 


for bringing Poland and the 
other Eastern states rapidly 
into the EU. he refused to pre¬ 
dict a date for their eventual 
membership. Germany’s re¬ 
sistance, with that of Britain 
and others, to any rise in EU 
real spending, has brought it 
into conflict with the southern 
member states and upset the 
five Central European Govern¬ 
ments that have just begun ne¬ 
gotiations for EU entry. 

The Chancellor steered dear 
in Brussels of the federalist 



DeSflguy: calming 
ritzsb ta 


British tax fears 


themes that have stirred anger 
this week in Britain and 
prompted veto threats from 
the GovemmenL On Monday, 
Oskar Lafontaine. the Finance 
Minister, pledged Germany 
would achieve agreement on 
harmonising certain taxes by 
June. German officials are still 
smarting at the hostile reac¬ 
tion in the British media by 
the minister’s remarks. Later 
Joschka Fischer, the Foreign 
Minister, said creating a sin¬ 
gle European state was "the de¬ 
risive task of our time”. 

Yesterday the Commission 
continued its effort to calm 
British fears over moves to co¬ 
ordinate EU tax policy. Visit¬ 
ing London. Yves-Thibault de 
Silguy. Monetary Affars Com¬ 
missioner. acknowledged that 
there was a “growing debate 
on the need to eliminate fax dis¬ 
tortion” in (he EU. but that, he 
said, was limited to aspects of 
business tax and interest on 
some non-resident savings ac¬ 
counts. This does not auto¬ 
matically mean that the UK 
will be forced to accept levels 
of tax which apply in other EU 
countries, because on this mat¬ 
ter unanimous votes rule.” 
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Tom Stoppard al (he Comddie Fianfaise. where he became the first foreign author to see his play performed. Photographs by Peter Nicbolls 


Stoppard makes Paris stage history 


Rome MP fuels row over Kurd 


From John Phillips 

IN ROME 


ITALY'S diplomatic crisis 
with Turkey over the request 
for political asylum by the 
Kurdish autonomist leader Ab¬ 
dullah Ocalan deepened yes¬ 
terday, after it emerged that 
the PKK leader was accompa¬ 
nied to Rome from Moscow by 
an Italian communist MP. 

Lamberto Dini, the Foreign 
Minister, sought to defuse wor¬ 


sening tension between Anka¬ 
ra ana Rome over the affair by 
saying that Massimo D'Ale¬ 
ma* centre-left Government 
would not give political asy¬ 
lum to Mr Ocalan. who is 
wanted by Interpol for a series 
of murder* and is being held 
in the Rome area under dose 
guard by the police. 

However. Silvio Berlusconi, 
the opposition leader, seized 
on the disdosure by Ramon 
Mantovani, a deputy from the 


hardline Communist Refoun¬ 
dation party, that he had ac¬ 
companied Mr Ocalan on an 
Aeroflot flight from the Rus¬ 
sian capitaL where the Kurd¬ 
ish Communist Party leader 
went last month after being ex¬ 
pelled from Syria. 

Signor Berlusconi said that 
the affair had been stage-man¬ 
aged by pro-Moscow, anti- 
Nato elements within the Gov¬ 
ernment and called for Mr 
Ocalan* expulsion from Italy. 



Thrilled* British writer sees play performed in langt 
he finds hard to follow, Ben Marintyre reports 


Arcadia on stage: ‘a masterpiece of love drama* 
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FREE APPLIANCES WITH EVERY KITCHEN FROM NOW 


UNTIL CHRISTMAS 


TOM Stoppard last night be¬ 
came the first foreign play¬ 
wright to see his work staged 
at the famous Salle Richelieu 
in tiie Comedie Francaise, but 
the British writer frankly ad¬ 
mitted that he might not have 
understood every word in the 
French version of his own 
play. 

Stoppard's play Arcadia 
has made dramatic history in 
France by becoming the first 
to be transferred directly from 
a foreign stage into the 
repertoire of the Comedie 
Francaise. a move made possi¬ 
ble by a change in the restric¬ 
tive laws governing the plays 
that may be performed in the 
French national theatre. 

Tm not going to dissemble. 
I'm thrilled.” Stoppard said in 
an interview before the open¬ 
ing nighL “It’s a very good 
cast My French is not very 
good. I can read it painstak¬ 
ingly, but when people are 
talking fast I don’t follow eve¬ 
rything." 

Stoppard worked dosdy 
with the translator and adap¬ 
tor, Jean-Marie Bessel, who 
has the added advantage of be¬ 
ing a playwright himsdf. “He 
has a foot in both camps, 
which is not always the case." 
Stoppard said- “Nothing 
works exactly in another lan¬ 
guage and wit is very hard to 
translate. Obviously one can 
translate the sense, and as far 
as I can judge he’s done that, 
but he's also succeeded at the 
level of style.” 


The first reviews of the play, 
while positive, also pointed to 
the problems of translation. 
“Tom Stoppard takes us bade 
and forth, incessantly, be¬ 
tween today and 1809,” Le 
Monde observed. “It is a rich 
and ambitious play, per¬ 
formed by excellent actors 
who display almost superhu¬ 
man memory — Jean-Marie 
Bessel’s dialogues do not lend 
themselves easily to memori¬ 
sation." 

Before 1995. plays by for¬ 
eign authors could not be per¬ 
formed at tiie Comedie 
Francaise until a time limit 
had elapsed, and while other 
British playwrights such as 
Shakespeare and Sheridan 
had their work performed 
there in the 19th century, this 
was after their deaths. 

The restrictions, intended to 
benefit French playwrights, 
were lifted when a new statute 
was passed four years ago al¬ 
lowing new plays by foreign 
writers to pass directly to the 
stage at the Comedie 
Francaise. 

Jean-Pierre MiqueL admin¬ 
istrator of the theatre, said 
that Stoppard* Arcadia, a dra¬ 
ma about love, politics, man¬ 
ners and a satire on intellectu¬ 
al vanity, was the first play by 
a foreign author with suffi¬ 
cient merit to be staged at the 
Salle Richelieu since the new 
statute was passed. “If Stopp¬ 
ard's Arcadia, after die agree¬ 
ment of the governing commit¬ 
tee, is the first illustration of 


this new possibility, that is be¬ 
cause the work justified it* M 
Miquelsaid. 

The opening night was sold ■ 
out and tickets are seQmg'iast 
for future perfor ma nces, a 
spokesman said. Tbe theatre, 
which opened in 1680, is host¬ 
ing a special performance 4>f 
Arcadia on Monday, tofteat- .. 
tended by Chris Snritii foe 
Culture Secretary. ' and 
Catherine Trautmnnn. tbe 
French Minister of Culture, as 
well as Stoppard himseH 

The play, directed by . 
Philippe Adnartwas first per¬ 
formed at tire Vieax-Coiombi- 
er theatre on the Left Bank ear¬ 
lier this year. Fifteen other 
plays by Stoppard have been 
translated into FrendL 

However, while France is 
now officially welcoming the 
arrival of long-ostracised for- 
eigrt talent on its most prestig- 
ious stage, there may be anoth¬ 
er reason why Arcadia has 
touched a chord and received 
such a signal recognition 
here In his introduction to 
the play, Jean-Marie Besset 
observes pointedly: “Who 
would have thought that Tom 
Stoppard, master of verbal py¬ 
rotechnics. cerebral juggler of 
hyper-eultivated paradoxes, 
would one day give us Arca¬ 
dia, a masterpiece of love dra¬ 
ma against a metaphysical 
background, doubling up as a 
salon comedy? Written by a 
British author of Czech ori¬ 
gin. this is, so to speak, an al- . 
most French play.” 





CIua"- 


loss of TV.< 


viewers in, 




Civ .. 


fc'-- 

vc-- /:. — ■ 
- ,V ; * 
t’ 




























































-MtxTV .IW <■»■»'* 


ra:. 

.Jfk 



'^s^A'-Li- -:ii?r7'' "jt*. *j| 

; #^- • * -3 


THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27 1998 _ 

« Tycoon accused 

of ‘blackmail’ 
threat to Yeltsin 
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THE former chief bodvuuard 
of Boris Yeltsin yesierdav ac¬ 
cused Boris Berezovsky.‘a fi- 
r^ncial magnate and master 
of political intrigue, of mins 
to blackmail the Presidents 
family to ensure his own job. 

Speaking at a news confer¬ 
ee:- AJeksandr Korzhakov, 
who was dismissed as head of 
the Kremlin security service 
just before the 1996 presiden¬ 
ts at elections after more than a 
decade as Mr Yeltsin's closest 
confidant, said Mr Berczovskv 
had threatened to publish de¬ 
tails of Yeltsin family finances 
if anempts were made “to re¬ 
move him from the scene". 

He said the documents cov¬ 
ered details about the acquisi¬ 
tion of property abroad by Mr 
Yeltsin's daughter. Tatyana 
Dyachenko, and the amassing 
of capital by the family. 

According to Mr Korzha¬ 
kov. both Mrs Dyachenko and 
Mr Yeltsin's wife, Naina, re¬ 
gard Mr Berezovsky, who 
holds no official title other 
than Executive Secretary of 
the Commonwealth of Inde¬ 
pendent States, as a “night¬ 
mare’’ they would like to for¬ 
get “But he has said that if he 
is touched, he will publish all 



Berezovsky: one of the 
oligarchs running Russia 


Ex-bodyguard 
fires latest shots 
in feud, writes 

Robin Lodge 

in Moscow 


documents relating to the Pres¬ 
ident's family,'* Mr Korzhakov 
said. 

Mr Berezovsky, the most 
prominent among the group 
of oligarchs widely seen as 
holding the reins of power in 
Russia, dismissed the allega¬ 
tions. “Korzhakov-Sharikov's 
delirious stories should be pub¬ 
lished in lull without com¬ 
ment." he said. Sharikov was 
the main character in the nov¬ 
el by Mikhail Bulgakov. 77ie 
Dog's Heart, in which a dog is 
transformed into a man with 
particularly primitive and non¬ 
sensical ideas. 

There have long been unsub¬ 
stantiated allegations about 
the Yeltsin family wealth. Ac¬ 
cording to newspaper reports 
over the past few years. Mrs 
Dyachenko is alleged to have 
bought a castle in Bavaria as 
well as a villa in southern 
France. 

More recently, a Commu¬ 
nist member of the Duma pro¬ 
duced documents purporting 
to show that 26 per cent or 
shares in the ORT television 
company, controlled by Mr Be¬ 
rezovsky, hod been trans¬ 
ferred to Mr Yeltsin. The 1 
Kremlin has always denied 
any financial wrongdoing. 

Yesterday’s accusations are 
the latest stage in a long feud 
between Mr Berezovsky and 
Mr Korzhakov, as well as 
other senior figures in the 
security services. 

Last week Mr Berezovsky or- 


Loss of TV soap has 
viewers in a lather 


By Robin Lodge 


RUSSIAN resilience is legen¬ 
dary. For years people have 
put up with unemployment, 
non-payment of wages and 
pensions, plummeting living 
standards and soaring crime. 

But for a small group of 
middle-aged women the final 
straw came this week when 
state-owned RTR television 
pulled the plug on the Califor¬ 
nian soap opera Santa Bar¬ 
bara. Bearing placards, the 
women mounted a picket out¬ 
side RTR in Moscow. 

Anton Zlatopolsky. RTR'S 


executive director, described 
die Santa Barbara issue as a 
matter of national security. 

He said the station was 
forced to take the programme 
off the air because of falling 
advertising revenues after the 
August financial crisis. An esti¬ 
mated 10-5 million people 
watch it every evening, mak¬ 
ing it by far the most popular 
soap on Russian television. 

Now RTR has made swinge¬ 
ing cutbacks to buy another se¬ 
ries and Santa Barbara will 
be back next week. 
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ganised a press conference by 
a group of Federal Security 
Service {FSB) officers, who 
said the agency had issued or¬ 
ders to kill him. 

The charges were denied by 
Vladimir Putin, the FSB direc¬ 
tor. Mr Yeltsin himself, side¬ 
lined once again by his health 
from political developments, 
made no comment from his 
hospital bed, where he is being 
treated for pneumonia. 

Mr Korzhakov also hinted 
[hat Mr Berezovsky may have 
been involved with the mur¬ 
ders. in 1995 and last Friday re¬ 
spectively. of the television 
journalist Vladislav Listyev 
and the liberal politician Gali¬ 
na Siarovoitova. both of which 
caused a wave of shock and re¬ 
vulsion across the country. 

Asked if he thought Mr Bere¬ 
zovsky was behind the murder 
of Mrs Siarovoitova, he said 
he could not be certain, but 
that there were similarities 
with the Listyev murder. 



THOMAS WEMZIF ■ AP 


Fischinger said she was 
punched by Coolio 

Heat is on 
for Coolio 

Stuttgart* Greeted by 200 
fans, Coolio. the American 
rap star, denied charges of 
theft and assault in court yes¬ 
terday. one year after his ar¬ 
rest for allegedly punching a 
saleswoman. 

Police said the singer, who 
won a Grammy award for 
best rap solo in 1996 for Gong- 
stns Paradise. left a boutique 
in a Stuttgart suburb without 
paying for dotbing worth 
about £580. Coolio, 35, denied 
punching Nicole Fischinger 
and said the incident was a 
misunderstanding. 

He faces four years in pris¬ 
on if convicted. (AP) 






Coolio, whose real name is Artis Ivey, on his way to the district court in Boblingen. near Stuttgart yesterday 
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to your Time PC![ 


Using a Time PC 
is now even easier! 


You can command your 
Time PC by simply 
talking to it. Run 
software, dictate 
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without having to touch 
the mouse or keyboard! 




■ 



-Z*r -» 

• g>0.- 






All 8 items for just 


fUsa 


Kassa 

If!-' 


£938 


.83 

Inc VAT 




Ifs Time 


. the 'i l 




-t. ■ 




tfsHme % -; 

Fir ’-Ji mL-ij;. —.= 






This is because every Time PC 
has IBM’s state-of-the-art ViaVoice 98 Executive 
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[O) Busineis.Home Software Pack^^T^ Digital Camera Option 


Photo models wdti colour 
(ttgttal camaa (RRP CZ38) 
are only E99 +VAT = 
Cl 1633 extra 
Praduo coda 057-3tM»l 


20 tap pads for home and each hdudrig 
Lofts ananstdaimnnunUOBce sU» 
(BRP over EE00) 
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: TIME .-:Ttic aware winning PC •T;aRU;acia , '8r: 

Ms?s&2 OK’s LARGEST PC RETAILER 


we’re on your side 




12 Months Interest Free Credit 




. 8 % 


[■ Am NO Deposit NO Payments NO Interest 

*«* No need to save Until December 1999 If fully repaid by December 1999 

Typical Finance Example: No deposit At the end of 12 months either pay cash price of £1000 (APR 0%} or 36 months at £4&B8 total price 
£1760.00 APR 28.8%. Finance is subject to status. Written details Tone, Simonstone, BB12 7GT 


Visit your focal T1IIE store 
for your FREE Video 
"ChoosinglheffigM 
PC” presented by 
Anna Walks - tn plain 
jargon-free English. 
Plus pick up our latest 
PC Buyer's Guide. 
Offers extended to 3rd December 


Direct Order Line Freephone 

0800 771107 

Direct Sales Lines Open: 
Monday-Friday 3,3Qam-8pm. 
Saturday 9am-5pm. Sunday t0am-4pm 


Hmo Computer SycUms Ltd. GianwOe House, Baekbun Rd, Stmomanno, Bumtey, LancaatttB, BB12 TOT Fax Nunbon 0fZB2 77 07 01. Sand no (Ktaay now. Inc VAT prim sadudC courier dahmy dmge which varies afflti destinattore UK maHand (atahxflng Scottish Highlands) b £25 t 

VAT-E2BJ8. Pricoo. cpodTicaixxis and oflere utajod to chan^a, matob»ty and to esur CcndMora oi Sale (copies owialiie or iwjueK). Goods nonrtWy cWwns! 5-7 tin/iv M arttera bXWted w*rtn 2fl cifiys LmteM rafter*** spodlod. (ndusPV Sttrdart practo) is to meajuro menfers r\ 
ueing the CRT aC«. fiOuM vtowtig wra can tw appro* r boa. Dependtng on oadaigc, sofc»are appkaUcni are pre-fcactad and gt^jpfled on CD wth on-tmo help. TV-Om K-iaKy rac^die* - O, ::! connsaor or TV and apecW cabto (araiaUo ot axha cnd)fYit«jr cacte a»aaable a etfra pp q t- 
Ptx» 0 ^hyh<*«are pads are shown tarSusWlcn only. Tima to a regtoerad nadunark, Tima wb'ib on yrtarslda.'nmeHourgteslAgo and are Tradenvjrte d Twre Ccrr|xw %r5wre LkL EibE. 
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Objects of 
desire 


■ If you want to 

avoid the head-to- 
toe Bet Lynch 
look, go for 
quality fakfrfur 
accessories. This 
fantastic single- 
breasted, 
tailored coat 
from l^ver 
Island is made 
from the softest 
short-pile fake fur. 

Available in natural 
or grey tones, it's a 
snip at £79-99- 

Wear it with a 
black prtoneck 
and simplfrcut 
trousers (0181-9914500). 

■ When fashion 
editors are in 
Paris, the first 
place they head 
for Is Diptyque 
on Boulevard 
St Germain. It 
stocks the most 
beautiful scented 
candles. 

essential oils and eau de toilette in unusual 
fragrances. From myrrh, tea, and lemon 
verbena to our favourite - fig. Candle. 
£25.95, and eau de toilette, £35, 
available from Space NK Apothecary 
(0870-169 9999). 


S T-"' •■.'•''■.■•'WP.tSM’TI 


HOT TIP 


■ Azrejsy way to-prevent- ’; ■■! 
bulging make-up tog 

' syndrome is by keeping 
favourite *y* shadows, - * 

blushers, crake-up i 

brushes aixi Gp colours 
.r Marks & Spencer's 

sjfcu) cr-Mrvot.Ts r- .... - 

x-iiar sf. T..e r.p-cpeu p.Wtrft-s r.aw hoi»pjti.->c>ie«l j 
smes. Hhicb mekes rt «Psn to.ch*a*« cofoutir : . 
Orgamver. £13. pakrTtes £.7 eacr ;Ol2i-9‘iS 4422, 


Best Christmas 
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Icy white 
winter 
glamour 
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“The natural palette for a snow princess is white — lots of it, not miserable little patches" 


k.. 
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P ossibly the most mad¬ 
dening aspect of the 
capridous British di- 
mate is its lack of 
proper drama. November 
sidles in. damp and chilly, 
bringing with it a vague sense 
of oppression: rain foils: storm 
drains become blocked: the 
wrong sort of leaves fall on the 
line; and the female half of the 
population changes distracted¬ 
ly into its winter plumage, 
which comes in fungal shades 
of dun and grey to match the 
melancholy landscape. 

Of course, these tones of 
bare bark and leaf mould have 
their charm — they are flat¬ 
tered by the winter light 
which can lend to bolder col¬ 
ours an unkind, brash reflec¬ 
tion. And they are comforting 
to wear. lending the cosy illu¬ 
sion that one is in a state of 
semi-hibernation. But there 
are some things of which they 
are incapable. However beauti¬ 
fully cur your grey flannel 
pants, however soft your stone 
cashmere tunic, these gar¬ 
ments are never going to give 
you a sense of drama or exhila¬ 
ration. 

Yet for all its irritating tem- 
peracy (1 never pass the slug¬ 
gish Thames at Greenwich 
without wondering whai it 
would have looked tike when 
the last King Charles was on 
the throne and there were frost 
fairs and oxen roasting on the 
frozen midstream), the chilly 
dark of midwinter lends itself 
as much to glamour as the 
months of heat and light Not 

the slightly naff chic of aprisy 
rfz either, but something more 
ambiguous - the allure of the 
cold-blooded princess in A.S. 
ByatTs new volume of short 
stories, Elemental^ who sick¬ 
ens and grows languorous in 
the warmth, but draws horn 
the chill a sharp beauty that 
sparkles more brilliantly with 
every degree of frost 
The natural palette for a 
snow princess is white — lots 
of it not just miserable little 
touches. Of course, the instant 
you begin to flirt with the idea 
that you might swathe your¬ 
self in some precious fabric 
whose pristine pallor invites 
all sorts of violations — small 
children with felt-tips and Jack- 
son Pollock tendencies, drunk¬ 
en waiters with dribbling 
sauce boats, emphatic fellow 
guests with slopping glasses of 
red wine—your Inner House¬ 
wife will start a dreary mono¬ 
logue about how irs not very 
practical, really, and hadn’t 
you better see u they’ve ©a it 
in a nice beige? 

I would tell her to shut up. 
In fact, some years ago, I did 
tell her to shut up. I had found 
the perfect alpaca coat — soft, 
enveloping, in a kind of lichen- 


proper 



ous no-colour—and I was just 
getting out my credit card 
when I spotted its more glam¬ 
orous younger sister the same 
coat, but in white, very faintly 
flushed with pink, like a snow- 
field with the setting sun on it 
It was hopeless for the kind of 
life I lead, so I bought it Since 
then it has been soaked to its 
pale pink satin lining in a New 
Year’s Eve downpour in Lis¬ 
bon, smudged with blade oil 
fay a surly Parisian taxi driver, 
stroked with loving little fin¬ 
gers covered in blackcurrant 
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jam — and each time it has re¬ 
turned from the dry-cleaners 
with its sweet-natured glam¬ 
our undiminished. It is a work¬ 
horse. quite as durable as the 
dun jacket in which I go for 
muddy rides. And unlike the 
riding jacket, it gives me an icy 
jolt of pleasure every time I 
put it on. 

So, if the prospect of going 
about for the next four months 
dressed as Miss Mouse is just 
too depressing, you might try 
winter white, if i hadn’t al¬ 
ready found the perfect pale 
coat, I should be very tempted 
by MaxMara’s beautiful 
creamy alpaca town coat, £515. 
Helmut Lang does a hand¬ 
some funnel-collared white 


wool jacket, £595, and Liberty 
stocks a cheerful white feh pea 
jacket by Jean-Charies de Cas- 
telbajac with silver buttons 
and red top-stitching. £369. 
Glamour queens would proba¬ 
bly prefer the Maison de la 
Fausse Founrure’s white-gold, 
fake-fur coat. £325. Even nicer 
than fur is alpaca. Nicole 
Farhi has a huge, but miracu¬ 
lously light, sweater in furry 
cream alpaca mix for £249. At 
Liberty. Saltwater’S feather¬ 
weight cream alpaca jumper 
with a grey skeleton leaf on the 
front is reduced from E215 
to £172. 

The neutrality of white en¬ 
dows it with a vastiy attractive 
versatility. Impossible to think 
of spending your life in pink, 
say. or time green, but you 
could easily do it in white, 
whose range encompasses 
Yohji Yamamoto's dark ivory 
wool jerkin, £205. knitted on 
needles the size of hockey 
sticks, with a riotous loopy 
trim at the armhole, neck and 
front edge, and Workers for 
Freedom’s shadow-embroi¬ 
dered silk chiffon dresses, frag¬ 
ile and pale as dandelion 
docks. £219. 

These are the extremes. 
Somewhere in the middle of 
the spectrum is Episodes slith¬ 
ery heavy cream crepe de 
Chine wide-leg pants. £139 
(perfect with Jean Muirs 
white wool tunic from Jaeger, 
£200). and, for snow queens 
without the chip of ice m tire 
heart, a sweetly simple boat- 
necked wool crepe shift, £139. 
as wholesome and appetising 
as vanilla ice-cream. 


Wherever you travel, whoever you meet, be 
recognised In leather and Iambs fan from 
Proudfoots. 

Jackets and coats that feel good, that look 
good. Briefcases and travel bags 
handcrafted in leather and carried with 
pride. ,* 

When you are looking for something if 

different. • > 

When you are looking for something f/ 

special - discover Proudfoots. ^ 






BRIEFCASES 
MAIN RANGE Cl 75 - C300 
EXraWWOTDIBM) 


Proudfoots ■ where you find the value of jackets and coats tor 
experience and design at an price levels, “bnanowomoi 
Proudfoots, an essential visit 

Proudfoots. Natural value for an. Jg-gJg- 

PROUDFOOTS 102 NSW DOME* ST. LONDON 
_ ALSO AT EDINBURGH, GLASGOW AND PERTH . ^ 
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Not just a Grimm 
fairytale: the 
abandoned child 

The forces that drive a mother 
children? Earlier to abandon her children, 


Out in the cold: “A lot of stories of abandonment are about hoping the child will be given a better life” 


W hat is it that 
drives a mother 
to abandon her 
children? Earlier 
this week Tracy Nolan hit the 
news. On holiday in Istanbul, 
she fell in love with a Jordani¬ 
an boutique owner. Her hus¬ 
band obligingly flew home — 
but had to leave their three 
children behind. Nolan dealt 
with the problem by putting 
her offspring in a taxi to take 
them to the British Embassy. 

Throughout history there 
have been cases of mothers 
abandoning their children 
and this seemingly unnatural 
act has been reworked in 
numerous myths and fairy¬ 
tales. Romulus and Remus 
were raised by a she-wolf after 
being abandoned beside the 
Tiber. Snow White is left in the 
forest on the orders of her step¬ 
mother. Hansel and Gretel 
also begins with the children 
abandoned by their parents. 

In the Grimm fairytales, the 
act of abandonment is seen as 
at best morally ambivalent 
(the servant chooses to aban¬ 
don rather than to kill Snow 
White but does not actively 
save Iter), at worst cruel. But 
Marina Warner, the author of 
From the Blonde to the Beast 
and No Go The Bogeyman. 
both studies of fairytales and 
mythology, points out that his¬ 
torically, abandoning children 
was not always an act of mal¬ 
ice. “Famine, not being able to 
cope with rearing young chil¬ 
dren. was definitely some¬ 
thing people told stories about 
“A lot of stories of abandon¬ 
ment are about hoping the 
child will be given a better life. 
In the first version of Hansel 
and Gretel. both parents 
agree that they can! cope, they 
are all starving, and they must 
leave the children in the 
woods. The Grimms found 
this horrendous, so they made 
the mother into a stepmother." 
So the act of abandonment 


The forces that drive a mother 
to abandon her children, 
reworked in numerous myths 
and fairytales, are as strong as 
ever, says Grace Bradberry 


came to be seen as one of wick¬ 
edness rather than despair. 
Yet the motive for most aban¬ 
donments is judged by experts 
to be severe depression. 

There are exceptions. The 
philosopher Rousseau, who 
did much to create 
the modem notion 
of childhood, a ban- T 

doned his children x 

on the steps of the 
foundling hone. ITlOt 

There is no evi¬ 
dence that he did inrlo 

so because of de- J 

pression. 

in the Middle 6Xp€ 

Ages, abandoning 
one's children in or- Kp c, 
der to give them a 
better life received j 
official religious QcpFf 

sanction as an an 
of oblation: parents 
would hand over very young 
children as gifts to monaster¬ 
ies and convents. The practice 
is addressed in the historian 
John Boswell’s book The Kind¬ 
ness of Strangers. 

Such an idea would be 
shocking today, and indeed. 


The 

motive is 
judged by 
experts to 
be severe 
depression 


many fairytales are rewrinen 
in modem editions so that 
rather than bang abandoned, 
children wander off of their 
own volition. There is a sense 
that whatever happens inside 
the home, what happens out- 

_ side may well be 

worse—a fictional- 
iP ising of our current 

fear of the badly in- 
• tentioned stranger. 

fC IS This is some¬ 

thing that the artist 
d bV Sudbury has 

J picked up on in her 
. . exhibition of her 

LS tO own illustrated fair¬ 
ytales at Leighton 
/ere House in London. 
“Rereading the 
■ Grimms’ fairy- 

5 SlOn tales, the same 
themes are ad¬ 
dressed again and 
again,” she says. “They're 
about stability and staying 
with what you have." 

We now see abandonment, 
far from offering children a 
better life, as robbing them of 
any stability, leaving them 
rootless and without identity. 


It is a more absolute stale than 
being adopted, because an 
adopted child has the right to 
know* the natural parents' 
names. Abandoned children 
who are not identified do not 
have even that option. They do 
not know where, when or to 
whom they were bom and 
have spoken of the shod: of see¬ 
ing their birth certificates with 
the word “unknown” written 
in several boxes. 


M others forced 
through destitu¬ 
tion to abandon 
their children 
were often aware of this. Earli¬ 
er this year there was a heart¬ 
rending exhibition of keep¬ 
sakes bequeathed by mothers 
who had left their babes at the 
gates of a foundling hospital 
200 years ago. A hazelnut, a 
ragged square of embroidered 
doth and a playing card were 
among the pathetic offerings 
left by women who dreamt 
that these would help them 
one day to identify and re¬ 
claim the babies. 

One tends to assume that so¬ 
cial security, the possibility of 
abortion, the support struc¬ 
ture of healthcare and social 
workers, would have made 
such instances a thing of the 
past Yet earlier this year offi¬ 
cial figures showed that the 
number of abandoned babies 
had tripled over the past ten 
years. The fairytales still have 
resonance. 


Park now for next Christmas 


T he reason why getting a driv¬ 
ing licence is such an emotion¬ 
al staging post for any young 
person is that when you sit behind a 
steering wheel and set off down the 
road for the first time you team sever¬ 
al important things about the wider 
world that teachers never bothered to 
tell you at school, such as the fact that 
there are many adults out there who 
are even more stupid than you. 

The other thing you realise is that 
most drivers in London aren’t going 
anywhere. They’re cruising around 
trying to find a place to park so that 
they can finally get out and do their 
Christmas shopping. I’m referring, of 
course, to last pear's Christmas shop¬ 
ping. They almost found a spot near 
Regent Street in August but then 
they thought they might as well keep 
driving around in the hope of secur¬ 
ing an early parking spot for this 
year’s Christmas shopping. 

Occasionally, these drivers, im¬ 
pelled by some primeval survival in¬ 
stinct. will execute their emergency 
two-step car-parking procedure, 
which involves: 

Step I. Tailing anyone who is walk¬ 
ing down the street jangling a set of 
car keys in their hand (on the assump¬ 
tion that they will shortly be freeing 
up a parking space). 

Step 2. Being philosophical when 
they find out that this person is not re¬ 
turning to a parked car fie. having 
the sense to appreciate that with so 
much genuine suffering in the world 
— including wars and murder ■— it 
won’t make any measururablediffer¬ 
ence to the global tally of senseless 


violence if they 
were to step out of 
their car and kill 
this person any¬ 
way). 

One explanation 
of why bumper 
cars remain popu¬ 
lar even when chil¬ 
dren grow into 
adults is that they 
are the only place 
where you can 
drive for hours 
without having to 
find a parking 
space yourself: 
there would be a lu¬ 
crative future for 
any company that 
provided large tat¬ 
tooed men to hop 
onto your bonnet 
whenever you 
wanted to stop, 
and to steer you 
through congested 
traffic to a suitable 
parking spot the 
way those attend¬ 
ants do at the end 
of dodgem rides. 

The other reason why bumper cars 
remain so popular with adults is that 
they allow you to bring basic faults in 
other people’s driving skids to their 
attention in a way that you can rarely 
do on the open road without losjng 
your nod aims bonus or getting 
arrested for assault (You’ve probably 
noticed how frequently, when at the 
wheel you find yourself shrieking. 



MAN 

UNDERNEATH 


JOE JOSEPH 


“Jeez, that driver is 
a complete idiot!”, 
even though you’re 
not a professional 
taxi driver. It’s as if 
in your non-driv¬ 
ing hours you only 
ever meet people 
with doctorates — 
You: “1 would like 
a one-day travel 
card, please." Tick¬ 
et sellen “Certain¬ 
ly, Sir, although 
why not start walk¬ 
ing instead? As 
long as you took 
your first step be¬ 
fore the train left 
this station. Zeno's 
paradox of the tor¬ 
toise and Achilles 
shows that you 
would reach your 
destination before 
the train did”.) 

Americans have 
been smart enough 
to find their own so¬ 
lution to this age- 
old problem: yester¬ 
day they all drove 
home to celebrate Thanksgiving, es¬ 
tablished by die Pilgrim Fathers to 
give thanks for escaping Europe to 
settle in a country where every man 
and woman — regardless of race or 
religion — was able to find a parking 
space as late as the fourth Thursday 
of November, the day which tradi¬ 
tionally launches the final 20 shop¬ 
ping days before Christmas. One 


solution to Europe's parking head¬ 
ache would be to sell cars the way 
they sell mobile phones. Just as mo- 
ble phones come in leather pouches, 
cars would be sold with their own 
parking space and user tariffs which 
determined how many minutes a day 
you could park in that space; with spe¬ 
cial rates when using your space to 
park near family and friends. 

Or else there should be some sense 
of achievement associated with find¬ 
ing a parking space by making it an 
eligible Olympic sport Watching 
drivers compete against the dock to 
locate the one vacant spot in a 20-sto¬ 
rey car park would not only beat curl¬ 
ing for excitement, but it would give 
France a rare chance to win a gold 
medal — Parisians having long mas¬ 
tered the skill of parking a car in a 
very tight space while simultaneous¬ 
ly breaking the speed limit 

I t has become so tough to park a 
car in London that the surest 
way to boost the value of your 
house would not be to install a new 
kitchen or to create a roof terrace, but 
to build a car ramp that led straight 
into the spare bedroom, thereby guar¬ 
anteeing a parking space within a 
mfle of your front door. If this strikes 
you as too drastic, there is still a way 
to ensure that your car is parked le¬ 
gally. thereby offering no reason for 
commission-hungry traffic wardens 
to be distracted from ogling the Den¬ 
ver Boot centrefold in CarClamper's 
Monthly, this is by buying a car that 
is already parked in a legal spot 
Then just travel everywhere by taxi. 


HARRODS WILL BE 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
FROM NOW 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS. 

Sr 

(FOR THOSE 
WHO CAN’T.MAKE IT 
WE WILL ALSO BE 
OPEN FROM MONDAY 
TO SATURDAY.) 


From this weekend until December 21st all our 
departments will be open on Sundays from 11AM to 5PM. 

So take advantage of the extra opening days to 
enjoy Harrods festive .‘Christmas Creations', and to find 
absolutely everything on your Christmas list. 


I I KNJGH1S8RIDGE* 


Hanmds LuL KnighUbridgc . London SIVIX 7XL. Tel: 0171-730 1234. 
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Exceptional character. 


Sculpted and guiliocbi in 18 carat yellow or white 
gold, the Protocols on gold bracelet distingui sh e s 
itself by a choice of five different dials. It is 
available with a mechanical or electronic movement 


PiageT 

JOAILUER EN HORLOGER1E DEPUIS 1871 


London: Asprcy St. Qanrd, Hamah Wndi Dept, Mappn & Webb, Moossaieff JmcUas, Then Fennell, Katchmsky, Watches of Switzetiend- 
Heathrow: Mappin & Wefefc "ftnn Leeds: Betty'S. Jersey: Mappin & Webfa. Edinburgh.- HamUttM & inches. 

Far fvtha- Inferaudas please Mfcphme 017] 41$ 4160. 
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The shame 
of London’s 


Mary Ann Sieghart on the rise of 


a new educational apartheid 


T he Labour MP was 
depressed and angry. “I 
sometimes wonder 

whether I shouldn't just chuck 

this job in,” he said. He is not 
disillusioned with new Labour 
and Tony Blair — far from it 
He just wants his children bo 
have a proper education. 

Having sent them to an 
excellent state primary school, 
he is now going through the 
traumas of finding a place for 
his oldest child at a decent 
secondary. At one selective 
state school, the parents were 
siting each other up like 
passengers on the Titanic, 
knowing their children’s lives 
were at stake but that only a 
few would win a coveted place. 
One of the comprehensives he 
was considering was more 
oversubscribed than Eton. 
But, because he is a Labour 
MP. he cannot do what his 
friends have reluctantly done, 
and go private. 

Standards at state second¬ 
ary schools in London are 
shockingly, disgracefully bad. 
This world-class capital dty 
has third-class education. 
Most of the MPs left-wing 
friends have finally given up. 
and gone private, unhappy 
with themselves and furious 
with successive governments 
that have failed their children 
so dismally. 

Between us, we reeled off a 
list of right-on London profes¬ 
sionals who had _ 

sacrificed their ide¬ 
ology far their chil- TVu 

(Iren’s futures: Pro¬ 
fessor Ben Pimlott, 

Channel 4 News’s elll] 

Jon Snow, the New 
Statesman's Fran- whf 

ris Beckett and 
many more: barns- 
ters, bankers, me- 3.1101 

dia folk, political 
advisers. Others on 

had bought expen- & 

sive houses near to ■ 

one of the few re- PIT 

maining successful 
stale secondaries: “ 

capitalising their school fees 
rather than paying far them 
out of an income stream. And 
what of fire Londoners who do 
not have that choice? Their 
children are condemned to 
low standards, low expecta¬ 
tions, poor discipline and poor 
results. 

Over kitchen tables around 
the capital, the talk always 
seems to revert to “education, 
education, education". Among 
my contemporaries, it re¬ 
placed “house prices, house 
prices, house prices” a long 
time ago. But it is a lot more 
depressing. I was lucky 
enough to find a very good 
state primary for our two 
children: but in iust three 
years' time we shall be facing 
the same dilemma as my 
Labour friend. At least, unlike 
him, we have the choice of 
going private, albeit with crip¬ 
pling financial consequences. 

But I don't want my chil¬ 
dren braying. I don't want 
them to be comparing skiing 
holidays and BMW models 
with their classmates. I want 
for them a broad soda! mix. 
Most of all. 1 have paid my 
taxes, and I don't see why I 
should not get a decent stand¬ 
ard of education in return. 

Talk to education ministers, 
though, and they dismiss it as 
“just a London problem". Just 
a London problem? First, it is 
also a Birmingham problem, 
a Manchester problem, and a 


Today, 
anyone 
who can 
afford it is 
going 
private 
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Liverpool problem. But any¬ 
way, London contains one 
seventh of England's popula¬ 
tion and, because of the 
country’s centralisation, a 
much higher proportion of its 
wealth-creators, jurists, policy- 
makers, financiers and Opin¬ 
ion-formers. The state of its 
schools ought to matter. 

It also has many of the 
richest and the poorest people 
in the land living side by side. 
Vet they are not educated side 
fry side. Instead, almost any¬ 
one who can afford it (and that 
includes desperately thrifty 
Asians and blacks) opts out 
Instead of the ideal of the 
comprehensive, where the son 
of the streetsweeper sits next to 
the daughter of the duke, there 
is educational apartheid. 

This is the apartheid that we 
ought to worry about, not the 
“apartheid” of selection. For it 
was the grammar and direct 
grant schools that did ensure 
that children of all classes 
were educated together. Even 
now, the very few selective 
schools in Outer London at¬ 
tract a wonderfully broad 
social spread, with lots of 
ethnic minority parents who 
understand the importance of 
excellence in education for 
their children’s life chances. 

Indeed, it was Bemie Grant 
the black MP for Tottenham 
and firebrand of the Left, who. 
to the astonishment of his 
colleagues, stood 
up for Harriet Har- 
ny man at the Parlia- 

9 mentary Labour 

Party meeting 
)ne when she was be¬ 

ing excoriated for 
sending her son to 
a selective state 
I «, • school. He fulmi- 

L It IS nated against the 

comprehensives 
rirj that had given his 

& children such a ter- 

. rible education. 

310 The bien-pensant 

white liberals were 
silenced. 

Another blade MP. Paul 
Boateng, has managed to get 
away with educating some of 
his children privately. So, 
inevitably, has Geoffrey Robin¬ 
son. But most Labour politi¬ 
cians get into trouble even for 
patronising grant-maintained 
state schools which do not 
select by ability. 

And now the few remaining 
grammar schools, not just in 
London but around the coun¬ 
try, are being threatened with 
parental ballots. For a Govern¬ 
ment supposedly committed to 
excellence, this is outrageous. 
Children, of whatever ability, 
learn best when taught along¬ 
side others of similar ability. 
Private schools have always 
understood the point of diversi¬ 
ty, of “horses for courses”. So 
does the German system, 
which has infinitely better 
state schools than ours. And 
why are French women so 
well dressed? Because they 
can afford to be — they don't 
pay school fees. 

If Inner London had five or 
ten “beacon" schools, aimed at 
the brightest children in file 
capital, thousands of parents 
would desert the private sector 
and come back to state 
schools. And thousands of 
dever working-class children 
would have a chance to fulfil 
their potential. An end to class 
divides; opportunity regard¬ 
less of wealth. What could be 
more new Labour than that? 










* IT'S VERT THIRD WAV- NEITHER ONE WING NOR THE OTHER!" 


A most fitting conclusion 


S impson’S Piccadilly is to 
close. The citadel of gentle¬ 
men’s tailoring is becoming a 
Jermyn Street boutique. I can 
hardly believe it During the school 
holidays, inspired fry The History of 
Mr Polly and £6 a week, I sold tweed 
jackets at Simpson’s at 10 per cent off. 

Our department was a model for 
Are You Being Served? Its head was a 
Mr Creed, who never sat down lest 
he damage his trouser creases and 
would not let us do so either. 
Simpson's was a place of tuneless 
composure. It clothed the Empire. 
Yet Simpson’S is to dose. Is the 
Queen still on the throne? 

That is not the half of it. Simpson's 
entire building is to become a 
bookshop. It is to be the largest 
bookshop in the world, a “depart¬ 
ment bookstore” in Piccadilly, flag¬ 
ship of the new Waterstone’s empire. 
There will be books galore. There will 
be reading areas, coffee lounges, 
poetry oomers, Internet access 
points. The preserve of camel hair, 
worsted and cavalry twill is to be 
seized by Tennyson and Yeats, 
Shakespeare and O'Neill, Tolstoy 
and Trollope. Where the Wooster 
brogues once sought a new pair of 
spats or a Christmas gift for Jeeves, 
will now thunder the trainers of the 
reading dasses. The prospect is 
awful. This dumbing-up of London 
has gone too far. 

Eight minutes' walk from Simp¬ 
son's is Maggs Bros. Maggs is in a 
different class. It occupies what must 
be the oldest completely unaltered 
house in London, at 50 Berkeley 
Square. The firm, under Earnest and 
Uriah Maggs, was founded in 1853 
and moved from Conduit Street to 
Berkeley Square in the 1930s. It has 
been trading there ever since. The 
house is like the Bodleian or the 
London Library, where every pore 
oozes book, but in Maggs’S case the 
books are old. It is the apotheosis of 
the second-hand bookshop. 

Maggs has books in the from roan 
and the back room. There are books 
on the stairs and books in the attic. 
There are books in glass cases, in 
sideboards and cupboards. Open any 
door and out will spill a dusty volume 
with a dusty scholar ensnared in its 
pages. Staff are fluent in Spanish, 
Latin. Hebrew, whatever. On my last 
visit, an American student was 
translating some Italian letters from 
Pound. Maggs hires its staff for their 
scholarship not their salesmanship. 
Nothing at Maggs can equal its 


The transformation of a venerable 
tailors into a bookshop is yet another 
example our literary renaissance 


“downstairs". The old Georgian 
servants' quarters survive intact: 
pantries, butteries, wine cellars, a 
game larder with hooks still in place. 
A passage under file garden leads to 
the mews, with carnage yard and 
stables. Here are the cobbles and 
run-offs, the mangers and haylofts, 
the tiny bedrooms for the ostlers and 
groans, still numbered. And every 
inch is books. Books are stacked, 
crammed, jumbled and squeezed, 
even on top of the ancient privies. 
Shelves in the star 

bles are so dose - 

together that only /I • 

the thinnest staff can \ 44/h 

possibly use them. ■ \f.Wf 
The books are old, ^ " 1 

some on the point of *T" 

disintegration, as if I f)4/i 

book, wall, lath and If/ f 

plaster were bom of / 

the same chemistry 
and will soon sink 
happily together into file London 
clay. 1 know of no London house, not 
even a Tudor or medieval relic, that 
retains so complete an aura of 
antiquity as Maggs. It must never be 
touched. 

Maggs is not Water-stone's. Maggs 
and its genteel rivals, Quaritch, are 
the Sotheby's and Christies of the 
antiquarian book world. They are 
summoned across the world when a 
Gutenberg emerges from a castle 
vault or a Codex drops from an Assisi 
rafter. Their books are more than 
Milton’s “vials of pure intellect". 
They are thm^s of beauty in their 
own right, furnishing the eye as well 
as the mind. As long as Maggs is in 
Berkeley Square, the nightingale will 
not want for lyrics. 

But back to Waterstone's. When l 
worked at Simpson’s, proper book¬ 
shops were regarded as dead. There 
was Foyle’s, Hatchard's, Bum pus, 
and Truslove and Hanson. Apart 
from Blackwell's in Oxford and 
Heifer's in Cambridge there were 
only sane 20 bookshops carrying a 
full range of titles in England. 
Television and WH Smith had done 
for them all. Such, we were told, was 
the way of the world. Richard 
Hoggan’s cultural crisis had no more 


Simon 

Jenkins 


obvious talisman than bookshop 
closure. 

How strange that now, amid a 
similar climate of cultural gloom, the 
bookshop should be surging back to 
life. There are ten times more 
full-range bookshops than there were 
two decades ago. There is a bookshop 
on every town high street The 
collapse of resale price maintenance 

— an event predicted to destroy 
traditional bookselling — has done 
no such thing. There are bookshops 

in museums, sta- 
- tions and supermar¬ 
kets. There is even a 
f\/M bookshop in Trafal- 

fiff. gar Square. The 

Y American firm of 

f * Borders is about to 

C open a diain of its 
. ///J celebrated book- 
\j shop-cafes, where 

— - customers can drink. 

read and only per¬ 
haps buy books. This is a true 
university of the street, the library 
privatised yet communalised. 

Those who pose as custodians of 
culture outdo even the farmers in 
their whingeing. Last week the 
Oxford University Press announced 
that it was dosing down its modern 
poetry list as an economy move. This 
was seized by the arts lobby as 
another sign of degeneration, echo¬ 
ing that in live theatre, the quality 
press, academic standards arid the 
Turner Prize. A stanza of poets wrote 
to The Times demanding state subsi¬ 
dy and government action. Yet poetry 
is doing fine. This week appears that 
regular bestseller. Poems on the 
Underground, a collection of verses 
old and new printed in Tube 
carriages. This happy innovation is 
now imitated in dty trains round the 
world, in New York. Paris, Dublin, 
Stuttgart, Barcelona, Athens, Shang¬ 
hai, Moscow and Stockholm. 

Britain's leading poetry publisher, 
Faber, makes a handsome profit on 
its poetry list. Ask a bookshop what 
sells well at Christmas and poetry 
anthologies come hard on the heels of 
manuals and biographies. Any home 
that calls itself civilised will have 
poetry on its shelf. Oxford may have 


trouble managing its list but that 
hardly heralds the collapse of culture. 
As the editors of Poems on the 
Underground point out the writing 
of poetry, public reading of poetry 
and listening to poetry and selling 
poetry borders on a national obses¬ 
sion. Pubs and arts festivals are 
stuffed with it To say poetry is dead 
is as nonsensical as to say the same of 
the bookshop. Poetry may be the 
most private of passions, Words¬ 
worth’s “emotion recollected in tran¬ 
quillity". But the public has learnt 
that it can nowhere be better 
recollected than in those silent, 
solitary moments on the Tube. 

I salute Waterstone-at-Simpson's, 
as I salute Maggs and Poems on the 
Underground. In the beginning was 
always the word. The word is now 
come to market. The word in print, 
the smearing of ink on paper, has 
seen off every technology since 
Caxton, and will see off plenty more. 
In his novel The Storyteller Mario 
Vargas Uosa wonders why it was 
that primitive Amazon tribes re¬ 
vealed to anthropologists every as¬ 
pect of their lives, even their religion, 
except one. 


T hey kept secret oily the 
doings of fiie habladores, 
their storytellers. Their story 
was the secret chord on 
which their identity and thus their 
survival depended. The storyteller 
was never still, always listening, 
walking, talking, always “on his 
way". He was the wad, the private 
bond of community. 

The bookshop is our temple of that 
word. It stands on its rock, firm 
against the waves of digital, online, 
website, disc and screen, as it has 
stood firm against newsprint, radio 
and cinema. More books are bought 
today than ever before. Like the 
storyteller, the bookshop carries the 
message. It watches, listens, holds 
the tribal secrets tight bound on its 
shelves. Like the storyteller, it refresh¬ 
es its message with new titles every 
day. The tribe will always follow. 

When Sir Robert Walpole retired 
from politics to his palace of 
Houghton, he went to his favourite 
room, the library. He took down one 
book after another and tried to read 
H. Eventually, it is said, he burst into 
tears. He realised that after an active 
life, he had lost the art of reading. 
Thanks to Waterstone’s. Maggs and 
Poems on the Underground, I sense 
that art is stronger today. 


Spooked out 


DONS at Peterhouse, Cambridge, 
are so worried by the ghost 
reputedly haunting its cloisters 
that they have appointed a new 
Dean to exorcise him. Ben Quash, 
who takes up the position next 
April, isto be asked to perform the 
ceremony in the college's hall and 
its adjoining Senior combination 
Room, where the old boy has been 
sighted. Dr Graham Ward, the 
departing Dean, summoned a 
diocesan exorcist earlier in the year 
buz felled to quell the nocturnal 
knoddngs. “We shall certainly be 
asking the new Dean to exorcise 
the ghost,"a don at feterhouse tells 
me. The ceremony is to be “among 
his first duties”. 

The ghost, thought by some to be 
Francis Dawes, a Peterhouse bur¬ 
sar who hanged himself with a beD 
rope In 1789 after irregularities 
over the election of a Master, has 
been worrying members of staff for 
several years. The Senior Bursar. 
Dr Andrew Munson, and two of 
the college butlers daim separately 
to have seen it glide slowly 
across the oak-panelled 13th-centu¬ 
ry Combination Room before van¬ 
ishing. 

A year ago, it has emerged, an 


alleged sighting reduced the head 
butler to a quivering wreck during 
Formal Hall. Cynics suggest this 
was a deliberate ploy to end a 
lengthy after-dinner speech that 
showed little sign of stopping. 

• TENDING to Mohamed Al 
Fayed at a Baltimore hospital has 
boat one of the world’s leading 
cloning experts. J just thought his 
friends such as Peter Mandelson 
would be happy to hear this new s. 

Charlie’s angles 

CHARLIE WHELAN has knob- 
bled the peer who was to rule on 
his shadowy methods in the House 
of Lords. The Chancellors garru¬ 
lous press enforcer feces a kanga¬ 
roo court hearing in the Lads 
which will uncover the murky 
truth behind his Red Lion brief- 
frigs. Lord felon, a Labour peer, 
has been asked to chair and deride 
whether Whelan should be extradit¬ 
ed from the Treasury. 

Fate, and mischievous seating at 
the Spectator lunch, brought Whe¬ 
lan next to his nemesis. The 
convivial lunch concluded, Whelan 



emerged victorious: “We had a nice 
chat and Pteston agrees there is no 
case to answer. This investigation 
isn’t going to happen." We’ll see. 

• HER conversion to Judaism has 
brought material as well as amato- 
rial fruits for Santa Sebag Monte- 
from. Chanukah is the first Jewish 
celebration to be encountered by 
the newly-wed Santa and she can 
hardly wait “The great thing” 
Santa tells me. “is that it lasts 
eight days, on each of which you get 
presents.” Soon she will be able to 
write a learned work: Theology for 
an It Girl perhaps. 


Don’t teU Cliff 

COVER your ears. Sir Cliff. Una 
Stubbs, the charming actress who 
nearly hired the housewives' fa¬ 
vourite from a life of celibacy, has 


given birth to a ghetto-style wan¬ 
nabe hip-hop star. Joe Stubbs (the 
one in the middle), the 25-year-old 
progeny of the slick-heeled actress, 
is enjoying his first hit single with a 
"rap posse" entitled Freestylen. 
His lively tunes have charmed 
youngsters by employing a street 
argot commonly associated with 
natives of New York’s Bronx 
district. "Joe doesn't swear at 
home." says Una. “He has never 
been a very aggressive boy." 

• WILLIAM HAGUE has swal¬ 
lowed his pride and is making 
secret overturn to Paddy Ashdom. 
Although dismissive of Tony 
Blair’s attempts ro cosy up to the 
Liberal Democrats, Hague has 
sent a Shadow Cabinet emissary to 



explore areas of mutual interest 
with Paddy's people. Gary Streeter, 
the Shadow International Develop¬ 
ment spokesman, held a secret 
meeting with Nick Harvey, Ash¬ 
down's head of campaigns, to 
discuss tactics over the angle 
currency: “Cary wanted to know 
whether Lib Dem Eurosceptics 
would be allowed to join with the 
Tories in campaigning against the 
single currency in a referendum 
campaign. Nick is very sceptical 
himself, so he was sympathetic," 
says a matchmaker. Denis Mac- 
Shane, Labour’s Euro tactician, is 
incredulous: “If the Tories need to 
trawl Paddy's mob for anti-Europe¬ 
an support, they really are in 
trouble." 

Going short 

RABBI SHMULEY BOTEACH’S 
take on sex is a turn-off. The author 
of Kosher Sex has acknowledged 
that controversy about his bestsell¬ 
ing sex manual has reduced dona¬ 
tions to L’Chaim Society, the 
charity he runs. 

The Orthodox rabbi, taking part 
in the final of The Timex's “Preach¬ 
er of the Year competition, admits 
his smut has “cost at (east 
C100.000" in donations. Two gover¬ 
nors have also thrown in their skull 
caps in disgust Because of the loss, 
the society has cut its budget by one 


third and downgraded its London 
HQ. Boteach, who sold extracts of 
his book to Playboy, says: “Money 
is extremely tight" Perhaps he 
should pen Further Joys of Kosher 
Sex to raise some funds. 

•OPENING lines, courtesy of the 
oily Nigel Hauers. Caprice (above) 
was modelling lingerie and jewel¬ 
lery for an auction. Havers studied 
her breasts and said : “ Caprice. 
There's one thing everyone wants to 
know. Are they real?” “You mean 
the jewellery don’t you p" Caprice 
replied , more deveriy. 

Jasper Gerard 




■ If only England 
could play with 
more brains.. - 

B ritish sportsmen are the 
terrors of the world for 
their success, skill and 
modesty. Before this heavy 
sporting weekend they are 
lucky to be supported by the 
back-up of a reserve squad of 
dead intellectuals who were 
nearly as good at their sports 
asthey are. 

Ayer, AJ: This aggressive 
all-rounder would stiffe n our 
middle-order batting at Perth. 
Ayer is famous for his cavalier 
treatment of short-pitched 
thinking, pulling it for si x as 
unverifiable and therefore liter¬ 
ally as senseless as a no-bafl- 
Like Hobbs (Jack, not Leyut- 
than), he divides all bowling 
into two classes: those which 
concern danger to the wicket 
(analytic), and those which 
- threaten danger to the perron 
(synthetic). He treats both with 
unfelsifiable technique. Ayer 
would also be useful at sledg¬ 
ing the Australians with his 
ice-cold invective. 

Caesar, J (captain): A controver¬ 
sial selection, not least because 
of doubts about Caesar’s quali¬ 
fications on the strength of two 
short overseas tours here in 55 
and 54BC. But he talked 
himself into the job with the 
help of his fen dub,' the 
Legionaries. He would bring 
speed and generalship to Eng¬ 
land's midfield. Authoritative 
at dealing with the managers 
soothsayer. He was famous for 
his speed about file field. His 
autobiography, though self- 
serving, has introduced mil¬ 
lions of children to the pleas¬ 
ures of footy. Rumoured ro fake 
injury during March. 

Wittgenstein, Ludwig: He 
qualifies far England because 
of his long years of service with 
Cambridge Disunited- An ’alk 
rounder at all sports. Indeed, 
he treated life and language as 
kinds of games, and, unlike the 
logical positionists, allows for 
fiie possibility of the fly-half 
passing file ball out. With him 
playing language games at the 
base of the scrum. England can 
surely beat Australia al Twick¬ 
enham. If an England prop 
could speak, he would not 
understand himself. 

Van der Post, Laurens: Tim 
Henman and Greg Rusedski 
are both on court at Hanover 
today. But Laurens, known fry 
fans as “van der Pump”, was 
fiie British number I with die 
white woolly balls. A master at 
disguising fiie direction, pace 
and content of his service. 

Johnson. Samuel: Ai Newbury 
fa the Hennessy Gold Cup 
tomorrow, he would be a 
worthy sit-in jock for Venetia 
Williams's Teeton Mill. Sam’s 
favourite horsesport was trot¬ 
ting (or harness-racing), in a 
postchaise, with a pretty wom¬ 
an. He may be a bit over¬ 
weight but that should cause 
no problems with this hot 
favourite. A fine judge of 
horseflesh as weD as female 
flesh: “A By, Sir, may sting a 
hunter-chaser and make mm 
wince; but one is but an insect, 
and the other is a horse stflL" - 

Shakespeare, W: Another all¬ 
round sportsman who can play 
anywhere on any field. He too 
should be riding at Newbuzy. 
In the same play he shows 
championship form with ten¬ 
nis-balls, golf Cl dare not chip; 
but I will wink and hold out 
mine iron"), and speed over the 
jumps: “When I bestride my 
horse. I soar. I am a hawk; he 
trots the air, the earth sings 
when he touches it” 

Russell, B: Another controver¬ 
sial selection. He does not 
command a great deal of 
respect from the rest of the 
team, toft his knowledge of the 
opposition is unparalleled. He 
reduces football strategy to a 
mathematical precision: “Eve- 
jy_ managerial problem, when 
it is subjected to the necessary 
analysis and justification, is 
found either to be not really 
about football at all. or else to 
be, in the sense in which we are 

using the word, logical." 

With such substitutes. Brit¬ 
ish teams could perform with 
even more confidence and Bair 
5™ tow - The great dead 
inkers are less well paid than 
our modern sportsmen. They 
are almost as argumentative, 
but more articulate. They are 

millionaire sportsmen. But 
they make a team that can 
challenge the world. And they 
have a bottom of good sense 

and the saddles of English 
Stay? m 
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A DEBT UNPAID 


Jap<.n s refusal to offer China a written apology is inexcusable 


President Jiang Zemin s visit to Japan is 

w a ,S xi' K * se head of SIaie since the 
Second World War. His ceremonial gift to 

Emperor Akthito of a pair of crested ibises. 

but extinct in Japan, elegantly symbol¬ 
ised Chma s intention to make this historic, 
menculously prepared, event a new beain- 
ntng in the difficult relationship between 
Asia’s two pre-eminent powers. New 
beginnings are a cliche of diplomacy; but 
in mis case, the horrors of war invest it 
with real meaning. China’s overture has 
been ill-rewarded by Japan’s Government, 
which has gratuitously angered and 
offended all Chinese by its stubborn and 
foolish refusal to include in the written 
joint communique the simple word, sorry. 

AJ] that Japan summoned the courage 
and decency to offer was an oral reminder 
by its Prime Minisier. Keizo Obuchi. that 
in 1995 the then Prime Minister. Tomiichi 
Murayama. offered a “heartfelt apology" to 
all Asians on the 50th anniversary of 
Japan's defeat. Since it is well known that 
Mr Murayama was anacked at the time 
for saying even that much, Japan would do 
better not to keep referring back, as it does 
io all aggrieved nations, to that statement. 

As for the written document to be signed 
by both Governments, Japan insisted that 
it could contain no word stronger than 
“deep regret". China, understandably, 
therefore refused to sign it. Tokyo claims 
that it has already apologised and cannot 
forever continue to rake over old evils. But 
if this is true — and China maintains that 
Japan’s veiled language has never been 
explicit — why the taboo on committing the 
apology unequivocally to paper? 

The inescapable impression created is 
that Japan is incapable of outright apology 
to China, because the Japanese still feel no 
real guilt about atrocities committed 
against the Chinese by its Imperial Army. 
Since face is as important in Japan as it is 
in China, Tokyo cannot be unaware of the 


domestic embarrassment this causes to 
President Jiang, who has shown some 
political courage in attempting to put the 
relationship on a constructive new footing. 
Yet Japanese officials have compounded 
the Government's error by saying that 
Japan does not owe China the same degree 
of contrition as it does to South Korea, 
where Mr Obuchi last month signed a 
written statement expressing Japan’s "deep 
remorse" and “heartfelt apology" for the 
past. That, they say, is because Japan 
actually colonised the Korean peninsula. 

Bui this is mere sophistry. Japan may 
not formally have colonised China, but it 
indubitably and illegally occupied it from 
1931. when it invaded Manchuria, to 1945. 
China paid with the lives of up to 20 million 
citizens. By no means all were killed in 
fighting. Many died in concentration 
camps or forced labour gangs; some were 
the victims of medical experiments as 
appalling as any conducted by the Nazis. 
And the Nanjing Massacre of 1937 ranks 
with the most terrible war crimes in 
history. What Japan, when it is spoken of 
at all. still refers to as an “‘incident’', cannot 
be ascribed to military indiscipline. Mass 
killings, looting and the rape, including 
mass rape, of 20.000 girls and women, 
continued for six weeks after Japan's 
armies poured through the eastern gate. A 
third of Nanjing was put to the tordt. The 
evidence points to a deliberate derision to 
terrorise China into submission. 

Mr Jiang's impeccable response to 
Japan's blunder has been to promise to 
"develop friendly relations’’ with the 
Japanese people, who were also victims of 
the militarist wartime leadership. But, he 
pointedly remarked, it is up to the Japanese 
Government to “contain the denial and 
distortion of history*. It is advice that 
Tokyo should take — and not just because 
these were statesmanlike words but be¬ 
cause they speak the truth. 


GENTLEMEN AND PLAYERS 

The Downing Street staff will and should expand 


Some cogs in the machinery of government 
are bigger than others. The forthcoming 
departure of John Holmes as Principal 
Private Secretary to the Prime Minister 
will leave an especially large hole at the 
centre of Downing Street. Mr Holmes’s 
duties included foreign policy. Northern 
Ireland, international crises such as those 
concerning Iraq and Kosovo, as well as No 
10’s relations with Buckingham Palace and 
the Opposition. It is hardly surprising that 
Tony Blair is finding him a hard man to 
replace and has considered splitting his 
post between two civil servants. 

The Prime Minister has faced considera¬ 
ble criticism for expanding the size of his 
personal office during his period in'power. 
The charge of “presidentialism" has been 
raised against him much as it was for 
Margaret Thatcher. If the departure of Mr 
Holmes were lo result in even the slightest 
further advance in the numbers around 
Mr Blair then such gibes will be repeated. 
Yet the sheer range” of activities that the 
Principal Private Secretary is expected to 
cover, and the hours that are involved in 
the enterprise, would not suggest that 
Downing Street is awash with officials. 

The character of government not parti¬ 
san or personal conspiracy, has placed an 
extraordinary strain on the modern Prime 
Minister's office. In a touching reminder of 
the enduring power of Parkinson's Law, 
the advent of modem technology — from 
e-mail to the Internet — has served only to 
enhance an already intensive workload. 
The European Union now produces paper¬ 
work, often of a controversial nature, that 
would have been unimaginable a decade 
ago. The needs of the media mean that dvil 
servants are expected to provide informa¬ 
tion at ever-increasing speed- 


All these demands involve questions of 
political sensitivity. For all the oft-made 
accusations to the contrary. Whitehall 
norms demand that many of these matters 
are dealt with only by a limited number of 
appointees within Downing Street A small 
number of seconded dvil servants, such as 
Mr Holmes, operate at the centre of this 
complex. Even after Mr Blair's efforts to 
enhance his entourage, he is surrounded 
by far fewer figures than most of his 
European or American counterparts. 

The office is also uniquely personal. It 
relies on a close and informal relationship 
between the Prime Minister and those 
around him. It is also shaped by the 
personality and philosophy of the politi¬ 
cian who serves as Prime Minister. Mrs 
Thatcher and now Mr Blair have seen 
themselves as policy initiators. Others such 
as John Major, in the early part of his 
tenure, chose something closer to a 
co-ordinating role. The numbers and 
nature of those at the centre is fluid. It ebbs 
and flows with the political position of the 
Prime Minister of the moment 

Mr Blair remains in far more danger of 
possessing too few, not too many, institu¬ 
tional resources. The business of his 
Government rests on the efforts of a small 
number of people. It would not be in Mr 
Blair s interest to acquire a full-scale Prime 
Minister’s Department. The advantages in 
manpower would be outweighed by the 
extra unwanted problems of administra¬ 
tive management He is, however, entitled 
to seek further expansion of his staff. The 
Conservatives may find it convenient to 
chase modest political advantage from this 
development: a future Tory Prime Minister 
is unlikely to decide to reverse the direction 
that Mr Blair has taken. 


FREE BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 


Help The Times to fill the empty library shelves 


Goldsmith thought the pleasure of 
. an excellent book was tike gaining 
friend"- Sadly, some children never 
uch friends. Traditionalists blame 
i the irresistible distractions of 
>n and ■ computer games, whose 
ving addictive images leave tittle o 
oination and require scant effort to 
and. In today’s school play- 
s. where to be "cool" a child must 
ie latest, newest gimmick, it is a 
‘ to convince pupils that reading a 
m provide as much entertainment 
hint? a cartoon. 

X though this argument may 
it ignores a salient foct- For even if 
want to read, many' schools ha e 
books to lend them. Every pupiUn 
irv education needs an average of 15 
vento cover the national curncu- 
inerlv Yet- according to the Dbrap 
the national average of books 
pU is only nine. Sharing books 
f children is now commonplace. 
fee Books for Schools scheme, to be 
by News International 

siPifi 


“Read the best books first or you may not 
have a chance to read them at all.’’ 

No government or local authority will 
ever be able to satisfy every school’s 
demand for new tomes. Every academic 
year boasts at least one Molesworth who 
manages to blot, lose or partially destroy 
his or her books. Budgets are increasingly 
stretched as head teachers try to equip their 
schools with computers. Although children 
need to be trained for the rigours of the 
high-tech workplace, books are still the 
most effective laptop educational aid any 
pupil can have. In the coming months The 
Times will be asking its readers to take 
their part in a campaign in which, at no 
extra cost, they can put more books into 
more schools. 

A book does not need to be plugged into a 
mains socket, has no keyboard to master or 
mouse to control. Pop it Into a pocket or 
dump it in a rucksack, drop it off a desk or 
throw it across a classroom, a book 
provides a durable and accessible way of 
teaching a child how to read. And if a child 
cannot read, a computer is reduced to a 
redundant piece of plastic. 

Books remain the best way of passing 
knowledge between the generations, spark¬ 
ing children’s creativity, kindling their 
imagination and provoking curiosity. En¬ 
couraging pupils to read is an investment 
in the future and, more crucially, the most 
valuable gift children can be given. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Home Secretary’s dilemma on Pinochet extradition 


From the Vice-Chairman of the 
British/Chilean Chamber 
of Commerce 

Sir, It is with astonishment and 
disbelief that 1 have seen Great 
Britain embroiled in the arrest of 
General Pinochet at the request of a 
politically motivated Spanish judge. 
The military- takeover of the Govern¬ 
ment of Chile in September 1973 was 
supported at the time by mosr of die 
citizens of Chile and by all the Naio 
countries. The situation at that time 
constituted a dvil war. 

I cannot sec how unleashing a 
one-sided international campaign of 
'’justice" can solve or redeem crimes 
com mined at the height of the Cold 
War in a far away country a gener¬ 
ation ago. That’s a matter far the 
Chileans. 

Britain became a great nation by 
being pragmatic in its relationships 
with its trading partners. The Gov¬ 
ernment does not have a mandate to 
play Robin Hood io the world. Its 
function is to further British interests, 
not to subordinate them to third-party’ 
causes. 

Yours faithfully. 

M.J. HARCOMBE, 

Vice-Chairman, British/Chilean 
Chamber of Commerce, 

Avenida Sueda 155, 

Providencia, Santiago. 

November 25. 


From Professor Guy S. Goodwin-GiU 

Sir, The Home Secretary may wish to 
be spared the ultimate dedsion. and 
may regret the discretion left lo him. 
whether to implement the extradition 
order. 

Would this not. be the moment to 
put the question to the House of Com¬ 
mons on a free vote, both to see the 
extent to which our elected representa¬ 
tives are sensitive to die issues of law 
and justice, and also to confirm, one 


European elections 

From Dr Nick Palmer, MP 
for Broxtowe (Labour) 

Sir, Sir Norman Fowler. MP, daims 
(letter. November 24; see also letters, 
November 17.18.20 and 21) that most 
Labour backbenchers are secretly 
opposed to the closed-list proposals 
for elections to the European Parlia¬ 
ment As a backbencher who was not 
able to speak in the debate, but who 
has experienced open lists in practice 
while campaigning with social demo¬ 
cratic parties on the Continent, may I 
point out their fundamental flaw? 

To succeed in an open-list system, a 
candidate must not only help his 
party do well, but also do better than 
other candidates from his own party. 
This forces all candidates to conduct 
expensive personal media campaigns. 

Wealthy candidates start with a 
massive advantage, and the principle 
of fair access to democracy which the 
party system seeks to promote is 
undermined. Anyone on a lowincome 
would be doomed from the start un¬ 
less they could find wealthy backers. 

For the Lords to insist five times on 
this system in the name of democracy 
is, frankly, bizarre. Well-meaning but 
politically naive peers have been 
manipulated by a cynical Opposition. 

Yours faithfully, 

NICK PALMER, 

House of Commons. 

November 24. 

From Mr Douglas W. A. Blye 

Sir, Baroness Jay of Paddington 
claims that the Lords are applying to 
the closed-list proposals principles dif¬ 
ferent from those m the Bill for a 
Scottish parliament. 

In Scotland the majority (73) of 
M SPs will be elected from constituen¬ 
cies and the rest (56) selected from 
party lists; but under the Govern¬ 
ment’s European proposals all UK 
members will be selected from party 
lists. She is not. therefore, comparing 
like with like. 

Hers is. in this regard at least the 
kind of disingenuous statement which 
has become the hallmark of the 
Government 

Yours faithfully, 

DOUGLAS W. A BLYE. 

Middlefield. The Street 
Goodnesione. Canterbury CT3 IPG. 


Bailiffs and bills 

From Mr V. R. Drinkall 

Sir, If Michael Meacher had ever 
attempted to secure money using a 
county court bailiff for enforcement I 
am sure he would not have concluded 
that it is wrong for water companies 
to continue to disconnect, for non-pay¬ 
ment of bills (report November 19). 

As a practising solicitor 1 can think 
of no instance in the last five years 
when a bailiff alone has managed to 
recover either money or goods. I have 
even sent bailiffs to comer shops and 
received the response: "Insufficient 
goods to cover cost of removal.” Most 
of these could not be resuld. 

University research that I have seen 
shows that after county court proceed¬ 
ings in the small claims courts only a 
minority of defendants paid up on 
time. After six months many had still 
not paid- If the water industry is to 
rely on bailiffs it may as well write off 
those debts now. 

Yours sincerely. 

V. r R. DRINKALL 
Ratcliffe & Bibby (solicitors), 

69-71 Church Street, 

Lancaster LAI 1ET. 

November 20. 


way or another, the measure of our 
national responsibility? 

Yours etc, 

GUY S. GOODWIN-G1LL 
[Professor of International 
Refugee Law). 

Wolf son College. 

Oxford 0X2 6UD. 
guygoodwin-gifife A v»-o(fsu?i.ar.cc.ai: 
November 26. 

From Mr Anthony Quick 

Sir. The conduct of our senior courts 
of law over the Pinochei case has been 
a picture of am fusion: five senior 
judges have ruled thai he has 
immunity, three that he has run. 

If the judges do not know what the 
law is. this vacuum can only be filled 
by Rirliamcm passing a stature. 
Otherwise we will be faced by the 
situation, common in the I S, where 
the law depends on the persona! pre¬ 
dilections of members of the Supreme 
Court. In Britain it will be worse, as 
only five law lords are required for a 
derision, thus giving their selector 
great powers of manipulation. 

There is an overwhelming case that 
an sensitive political issues like 
abortion, capital punishment and 
extradition the law should be made by 
Parliament and not by a chance 
collection of lawyers. 

Yours, 

ANTHONY QUICK, 

Corbin, Scoriton, 

Buckfastleigh, Devon TQI1 0HU. 
November 26. 


From Mr Sergio Lopez-Pugh 

Sir. Pinochet led a government that 
was hard on its enemies, but it turned 
Chile into a country where you can be 
proud of being a citizen. All Chileans 
felt the burden, and we lived with it 
for 17 years. Then we had a vote on 
whether he would continue, and he 


New depths 

From Mr Denys Franzini 

Sir. Mrs Alexandra Campbell (letter. 
November 24) adds organisations 
that “get into bed with" each other io 
the list of irritatingly silly expressions. 

If two (or more) organisations “get 
into bed together” following a “sexy" 
deal and have a relationship "to die 
for’ (letter, November 19.) might they 
then be "touching base” with each 
other? 

Yours faithfully, 

DENYS FRANZ I NT 
10 Courtfield Mews. SW5 0NH. 
November 24. 

From Sir Bryan TTiwaires 

Sir. All these ridiculous modern 
phrases should be put on the back 
burner. 

Yours faithfully. 

BRYAN THWAITES, 

Milnthorpe, 

Winchester S022 4NF. 

November 24. 


Seasonal drop? 

From Mr John Rook 

Sir, I understand that Marks & Spen¬ 
cer is at present experiencing diffi¬ 
culties (reports, November 19 and 26), 
Could this be regarded as condign 
retribution for yet again starting the 
Christmas selling campaign in early 
November, and yet again obstinately 
refusing to insert an apostrophe in 
“Seasons Greetings’*? 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN ROOK. 

42 Peartree Road, 

Enfield, Middlesex £N13DE. 
November 26. 


stepped down, according to the con¬ 
stitution we had voted and approved. 
We elected a democratic government. 
Then we elected another. 

It is up to us. the Chileans, to 
determine how best to do justice for 
the awful things that happened here. 
We have our laws, and we were going 
through a process of reconciliation 
and ^strengthening of our democra¬ 
cy. The wound was healing. Now 
Judge Baliazar Canon has managed 
to open it wide again. 

Isn’t life funny? The Spaniards had 
io live with Franco for 40 years. We 
had Pinochet for only 17, and they 
come to tell un how to conduct our 
business? 

ft is about time Europeans under¬ 
stood rhar for 170 years we have stop¬ 
ped being a colony. 

Your etc. 

SERGIO LOPEZ-PUGH. 

Av, El Basque Norte 0226/602. 
Suntiagu. 
sergio&bigfoat.com 
November 26. 


From Mr John lidstone 

Sir. The question of General Pino¬ 
chet’S guilt or innocence for crimes 
committed whilst he was Chile’s head 
of state has been so compromised by 
politicians prejudging his guilt and 
making their verdicts public that he 
could not be arraigned before a 
British court 

Consequently a British judge would 
have to rule that it would be almost 
impossible to empanel an impartial 
juiy to ensure that he had a fair trial. 

Presumably the Spanish judiciary 
would face the same dilemma. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN LIDSTONE. 

East Lodge, 

2 Orchard Fields. 

Fleet Hampshire GU13 SSN. 
November 26. 


Plum wrong 

From Mr D. Lessman 

Sir. Apologies are due from the P. G. 
Wodehouse Society for their denial 
that Bertie Wooster ever wore a 
monocle (Diary, November 24). 

Not "in the text” eh? Then why did 
Bertie wear a monocle when his 
portrait was painted by Gwladys 
Pendlebury in The Spot of Arfl The 
painting wound up as an advertising 
poster for Slings by *s Superb Soups in 
London and the Bouillon Supreme in 
Paris, so clearly full disclosure was 
made to the public back in the 1930s. 

Yours etc, 

D. LESSMAN. 

67 Hamilton Terrace. NWS 9QX. 
November 25. 


From Mr Ben Stroude 

Sir. Bertie Wooster probably wore a 
monocle for the duration of one 
tsadly. unwritten) short story before 
Jeeves very properly put a stop to it 
But he was never, ever, known as 
Plum. This was the nickname of 
Wodehouse himself: 

In 18811 was christened Wham Grenville 
— and not a thing to show for it except a 
small silver mug. t remember protesting at 
the time vigorously, but it did no good, the 
dergyman stuck to his point t Performing 
Flea, 1953). 

Yours sincerely, 

BEN STROUDE 
14 China Farm Lane. West Kirby, 
Wirral. Merseyside L48 9XW. 
bcstroude@aoi.com 
November 25. 


Business letters, page 33 
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National Trust 
accountability 

From Mrs Clare McLaren- 
Throckmorton 

Sir. As the National Trust donor-ten- 
ant of this house on a 300-year lease, 
and also as an Exmoor estate owner. 1 
found myself ohliged to propose a re¬ 
solution on rural issues at the trust* 
recent AGM (letters. November !2 
and 17). 

1 suggested that the trust should 
redefine its rural, commercial and 
management policies, concerning 
which I regard it as nun-accountable, 
insufficiently transparent and fre¬ 
quently inconsistent: it also fails to 
consult the tenants and neighbours 
most closely affected by its rural 
policies, as Roger Scruton states in his 
article of November 23. "Don’t betray 
our Trust to the townies”. At the last 
minute the trust rejected my request 
for an independent think-tank bur 
agreed to establish an internal com¬ 
mittee to report on these issues. 

My view is that an external 
independent committee is essential, as 
such a large monopoly charity is 
neither subject to an outside regulator 
nor to the National Audit Office. The 
Charities Commission is not a substi¬ 
tute for either body. 

Neither farmer nor donor-family 
tenants are allowed to stand for the 
council of the National Trust, thereby 
depriving it of the benefit of receiving 
the true views of the countryside at 
first hand and in confidence. 

Yours sincerely. 

CLARE McLAREN- 

THROCKMORTON, 
Coughton Court. Master. 
Warwickshire B49 5.1A. 

November 24. 


Change in countiyside 

From the President of the 

Country Landowners Association 

Sir. I suggest that some of Roger Scro¬ 
ton’s remarks (November 23) on the 
demise of the countryside need to be 
founded on firmer ground. Restructur¬ 
ing of farms into bigger units results 
from economic need: farms, after all, 
are businesses — a simple fact that 
some would seek to forgeL 

There is a case to be made that some 
common agricultural policies have 
encouraged some intensification of 
farming with some impact on land¬ 
scape and wildlife habitat But, 
overall, landowners and farmers 
regard their countryside stewardship 
responsibilities as core requirements 
of land management The British 
countryside is not in terminal decay, 
as Scruton implies; it remains a 
treasured asset 

And who are these absentee inves¬ 
tors? In England and Wales, 70 per 
cent of all rural land is farmed by 
landowner/occupiers; what remains 
is largely farmed under tenancy 
agreements with local owners. 

Farming and the land-use of our 
countryside is on the brink of radical 
change as CAP reform evolves. The 
challenge now is to manage this 
period of change with sustainable 
policies for our agriculture, the 
environment and. above all. for our 
rural communities. 

These policies are the best way to 
end the false conflict between town 
and country. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN MacNICOL. 

President, 

Country Landowners Association, 

16 Be I grave Square, 

London SW1X 8PQ. 

November 25. 


Play on words 

From Professor Paul J. Korshin 

Sir. 1 was delighted to read (article. 
“Exple.tives not deleted", November 
21) that we can trace certain offensive 
usage to that clever rascal Shake¬ 
speare, who “had Hamlet slyly 
referring to ‘country maners”'. 

May I propose a bold emendation? 
Why not try assigning these words to 
Ophelia las some editions already do), 
just io see how they play? 

Yours faithfully. 

P.J. KORSHIN 
(Professor of English. 

University' of Pennsylvania), 

1005 Greenwood Avenue. 

Wyncote, Pennsylvania 19095. 
November 25. 


Essential expletive 

From Mr R. J. White 

Sir, I disagree with your leading 
article that the word "bloody" was 
ill-chosen by the Prince of Wales 
fBlankety blank”. November 21: see 
also report and photograph, early 
editions, November 19). 

Frankie Howerd. who used very 
little bad language, used to say that 
the expletive is sometimes essential to 
turn an ordinary’ line into a funny 
one. He told a joke about an hotel 
guest who was given a trumpet to play 
if he wanted to know the time in the 
night. When he did so another guest 
shouted: “Who’s that playing the 
trumpet at three o’clock in the bloody 
morning?" 

Yours faithfully, 

R. J, WHITE, 

1 Chemin de la Rive Bergere, 

06480 La Colle sur Loup. France. 
November 23. 


Publishing poetry 

From Mr Anselm Kuhn 

Sir. Protests at the dedsion of the 
Oxford University Press to discon¬ 
tinue its poetry list (letters, November 
25) are nothing more than another 
stanza in a long tradition. 

Composers, painters, unpublished 
writers have ever advanced argu¬ 
ments. ranging from moral duty 
through to the suggestion that their 
works might indeed bring profit to the 
impresario, gallery owner Dr publish¬ 
er with the courage to hack them. 
And, in a few cases, history has 
proved them right- 

Professor Fenton might rail (artide. 
November 25). but the fact is that — 
typesetting and printing costs apart — 
a slim volume costs as much to 
produce as a fat one. The manage¬ 
ment and promotional overheads are 
identical. 

It seems that we either accept the 
view that OUP management have got 
it all wrong, or it is simply that poets 
expect their work to be published on a 
subsidised basis. 1 doubt that a res¬ 
pected and successful publisher such 
as OUP will be easily moved by either 
argument 

At least they seem to have spared 
their poets the ultimate insult a 
publisher can offer — requiring the 
authors to pay the publishers. 

What about the Internet? 

Yours faithfully 
ANSELM T. KUHN 
(Director). 

finishing Publications Ltd, 

PO Box 70, Stevenage. 

Hertfordshire SGI 4DF. 
finpubs&compuserve. com 
November 25. 


From Mr Alan Brownjohn 

Sir. Does the finance department of 
the OUP read the newspapers, or take 
in the broadcasting media? That such 
a decision should be made just after 
the successful celebration of a third 
National Poetry Day. and amidst the 
wide and lively interest in poets and 
poetry in relation to the laureateship. 
is almost impossible to credit 

OUP cites low sales figures for 
poetry. Other companies in the recent 
past have adopted a bottom-line 
tactic, when poetry is understandably 
less profitable than, say, cookery or 
gardening, of giving only minimal 
time, money and energy to promoting 
poets. Not surprisingly, sales decline, 
and encourage the accountants' view 
that poetry cant be worth promoting. 

The success of creative writing 
classes and courses of the kind so gen¬ 
erously furthered by our late and il¬ 
lustrious Poet Laureate. Ted Hughes, 
suggests that there may be a greater 
number of people seeking and learn¬ 
ing to write verse than at any previous 
time. This is also the Year of Reading. 
Should not all this suggest challenge 
and opportunity to publishers instead 
of cutbacks? 

But perhaps this latest reverse, 
happening when it does, can be 
turned to advantage. The next Poet 
Laureate could be chosen, from 
among persons of suitable talent, on 
the basis that poets and poetry need 
someone to speak out for them and act 
as a defender of the an. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN BROWNJOHN 
(Chairman, The Poetry Society. 
I982-S8), 

2 Belsize Park, NW3 4ET. 

November 22. 



















COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 2& The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh, Master of Trinity House. 
Boday inspected North Raretand 
Lighthouse, marking the comple¬ 
tion of die Corporation's automa¬ 
tion programme of manned Trini¬ 
ty House Lighthouses after 400 
years, and was received by Her 

Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of Kent 
(die Lord Kingsdown KG). 

The Prince of Wales, an behalf 
of The Queen, held an Investiture 
at B ucking ham Palace this morn¬ 
ing. 

By command of Her Majesty. 
Vice Admiral Sir James Weather- 
all (Marshal of the Diplomatic 
Corps) called upon His Excellency 
U Win Aung ax 19A Charles Street. 
Berkeley Square. Mayfair. Lon¬ 
don. this morning in order to bid 
feieweU to His Excellency upon 
relinquishing his appointment as 
Ambassador from the Union of 
Myanmar (formerly Burma) to the 
Court of St. James's. 

The Lorti Geraint (Extra Lord in 
Waiting) was present at Heathrow 
Airport London, this afternoon 
upon the Departure of The Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic of Kenya and 
bade farewell to His Excellency an 
behalf of The Queen. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
November 26: Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother this morning 
visited the new Offices of the Royal 
Warrant Holders Association. I 
Buckingham Place, SWI. and was 
received by Mr. Christopher Rowe 
(President). 

Mrs. Michael Gordon Lennox, 
and Sir Akunalr Alrd were fn 
attendance. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November 2fc The Prince of Wales, 
Vice President of the National 
Trust for Flares of Historic Interest 
or Natural Beauty, this afternoon 
received Mr. Martin Drury (Direc¬ 
tor General). 

His Royal Highness. President, 
this afternoon visited the Royal 
College of Music. Prince Consul 
Road, South Kensington, London. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 26: The Duke of York 
this morning arrived at Heathrow 
Airport London, from Ffii. 

Commander Charlotte Manley 
RN was in attendance. 

November 26: The Princess RoyaL 
President this morning presented 
Awards at the British Horse 
Society's Awards Lunch and this 
afternoon attended the Council 
Meeting at Saddlers' HaH Gutter 
Lane, C«y of London. 

Her Rpyal Highness. President 
British Knitting and Clothing 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Princess Royal, patron. Basic 
Skffls Agency, win attend their 
Primary Quality Mark reception 
at Commonwealth House, New 
Oxford Street London. WC1, at 
I US, and will open the Wiltshire 
Cardiac Centre at the Princess 
Margaret Hospital. Okus Road. 
Swindon, at 225. 

The Duke of Kent as Colonel, will 
attend die 50th annual dinner of 
die Soots Guards Warrant Officers 
and Sergeants (Past and Presend 
Association, the New Connaught 
Rooms. Great Queen Street Lon¬ 
don, at 7 JO. 

RICS Awards 

The President of the Rqyal Institu¬ 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, Mr 
Richard Lay. was the host at the 
annual RICS Awards presentation 
ceremony held on Monday at the 
Institution's Parliament Square, 
London, headquarters. Mr John 
Gummer. MP, was guest of hon¬ 
our and delivered the 1998 RICS 
Awards Lecture, Driving Environ¬ 
mental Change — the Rote of the 
Professions. 


Guide Ctotiiing. Commercial 
Road. Whitechapel, East London. 

The Princess RoyaL Chancellor, 
University of London, this evening 
attended a Dinner in the Great 
Hall. King's College London. 
Strand, in celebration of the new 
Kings College, following mergers 
with the institute of Psytiiatry and 
the United Medical and Dental 
Schools of Guys and St Thomas's 

Hospitals. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 2& The Duke of 

Gloucester. Honorary Freeman 
and Liveryman, the Worshipful 
Comp any of Masons, this rooming 
presented the Natural Stone 
Awards at Mercers' Hah, Ironmon¬ 
ger Lane. City of London. 

His Rival Highness this 
evening attended a Dinner and 
presented the International Budd¬ 
ing Press Journalism Awards at 
the Rrar Seasons Hotel. Hamilton 
Place. Mayfair. London. 

The Duchess of Gloucester this 
aft e rno on opened the Language 
Budding at the Royal Grammar 
School, Amersham Road. High 
Wycombe, and was received by 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire (Sir Nigel 
Mobbs) 

Her Royal Highness laaar 
opened the Young Men's Christian 
Association Payer Centre in Crest 
Road. High Wycombe. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November 26: The Duke of Kent 
today visited Sheffield and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant or South Yorkshire (the 
Earl of Scarbrough). 

His Royal Highness this morn¬ 
ing visited Dinnington Compre¬ 
hensive School, Doe Quarry Lane. 
Dinnington. 

The Duke of Kent afterwards 
visited tbe Valley Health Suite, 
Johnson Street, Stodksbridge* 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon visited Sheffield Forgemas- 
ters (Engineering) limited. Bright- 

side Lane. 

The Duke of Kent later visited 
South Yorkshire Hre Service Train- i 
ing Centre. Woodhouse. 

His Royal Highness finally 
visited Sanderson Electronics. 
Parkway House. Parkway Avenue. 
THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
November 2& Princess Alexandra 
this afternoon attended a Recep¬ 
tion at St James's Palace to mark. 
the Twenty Fifth Armiversaiy of 
Her Royal Highness's Patronage 
of the People's Dispensary for Sick 
Animals. 


Royal College of 
Music 

The Prince of Wales. President of 
the Royal College of Music, yester¬ 
day c on fe r r ed the following 



Lectures 

Royal Signals Institution 
Admiral Sir Rser Abbott. Vice 
Chief of tiie Defence Staffi delivered 
the annual Royal Signals Institu¬ 
tion lecture last night at the 
Institute of Directors- 
Hardwidcc BaHdiax Lecture 
Mis Justice ^dffldSvered the 8th 
Hardwicks Building Lecture an 
Tuesday in the Old HaH, Lincoln's 
Inn. Lord Woolf, Master of the 
Rolls, was in the chair. Tbe theme 
of the lecture Xritninal law at die 
Crossroads: the impact of human 
rights from the Law Commission’s 
perspective and the need for a 
criminal code" attracted 100 invited 
guests from the judiciary and tbe 


Calls to the Bar 


Lincoln’s Inn 


. London NT, C J Raw, 
WMutabfc, Kent; 1A Hoqvfc London SWWc 
S P Dram. London SWK* M A no. 
Singapore Y Baah, London HU M S 
M^TCol«tia;;i^ajeagl^ftnang. 

_ilanubad, P&kisamTLDnxoE 

Towa3J^5GMoaek«aaliindonNU , itA 


Garvin. Newton Hjde. Qkk R J Hinton, 
EanBoghah. Essex; RTRBdhdJ, Nassau. 
Bahamas; A.CBL Payton. Imdon NW2: A 
M Member. Upmmsfen K S Daines. 
Ouffidd. DhWh FJwcsb. London EiiT 

H Dran, Gran HoafiC™™** 1 **- 
AStfd.” ’ ' 


_London NWs Him 

Aim, Crtmkox RE Hearsay, BrtwntoHs, 
Mid; C Nazar. Singapore: S Sni HtfL, 
Bangtadesb: N J Lesle, Esher T Alan. 
KBffdn, Pakistan: K Male. Lutterworth. 
Laos; R Supnunantam. Stnaapans M Zdor, 
London Swift N M BandaU. Mombasa. 
Kami; L J Loonies, Heyes. Middx A L 

HfcKP 


dai tfC tamperad. TtinkW. W IndfeSM 
S Omar, Dhaka. Bangladesh; C Dowanfe. 
bxxkn NWW: D R Phcbn. DuUtn. an Irish 
barrister P L LandoU, LandOft Q. a former 
nfitinr. D A Ouafamv London N19, a 
tanner mSriffln S R Langton, lUmworth. 
Staff*, a fanner safiator; EJM Chamber¬ 
lain, London N5. a former soficaor: Profcs- 
»r A McGee. Leeds, professor of taw; PM 
C MdCeomi. Banpjr. CO Down. a banister 
of the bn at Own of N Ireland. 

Inner Temple 


London SM: R s Young. 







Beesley. SaHbrcfc J M Evans. Marianalas. 
Ym Mon: T Hasnn. London Wft O A 
Q ug ftj iuit , Sheffield: A De Miner. Shipley, 
W Yartx R ResMnssanw. Bunemrarth. 
Rsuuib. Malaysia: N D Esparon. London 
SEffi: K E Titchmarsh. KdsWO. Wirrat D 
M Aaer. London SWZ M J HaraUs. London 
N2 PJ Lowiie, BeSasc L Ftaiss. limsssoL 
Cyprus; H J NansysUcua. Dehnrala. Sri 
Lanka: L C Bobon. Beverley. E Ycriec C J 
BuHeymem. Qawflsb. ftne D J Wise: 
Flea. Hants: C N Westbrook. Bristol; A 
Kata. Hanuguc, Noth Yoriafrirer A A 
RekL Mooego Bay. Jamaica: G M Me- 
Nedy. London NT; T K PhuIL GranfanL 
Middx: G L Bridcman. Marroa’-an-dje+ffll 
MkkiJC J H Mellows. Nottingham: E A L 
Cufwfcouse. Briaofc A K Randhawa. IpofL 
Perak. Malaysia: L Variey. GainfonL nr 
Darlington: CTnocuG. London SWli P N 



tn g |w Hirjg 

E Koodounari Limassol Cyprus. 


Dinners 


King's College London 
The Princess RoyaL Chancellor of 
the University of London, was 
guest at honour at a dinner held 
last night at King* College London 
to celebrate the mergers between 
King's College London, the United 
Medical and Dental Schools of 
Guy's and 5c Thomases Hospitals 
(UMDS) and the Institute of 
Psychiatry, a service to celebrate 
the mergers was held in South¬ 
wark Cathedral on Wednesday, 
November 25. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, College Visitor, gave 
an address. 

European-Atlantic Group 
The Ambassador of the Russian 
Federation was the guest of honour 
and speaker at a European-Aflan- 
tic Group dinner-discussion held 
last night at the St James's Court 

Heed after a meeting hdd at tbe 
House of Commons sponsored fay 
Mr Richard Otlaway. MP. Lord 
DahrendorL FBA. president of the 
group, was in the chair. Among 
others present were 

Ambassador*. High Qammissianen and 
orher members at me Diptamxtic Corps, die 
Marchioness of DanegaH. die Earl and 
Omnnaa oT Munster, Lady Cffinon Davis. 
Lady Mneatksf. Lord Howell of Gcfld- 
fotd, Lard Hylton. Jacquefine Lady KemJ- 
wonh. Jacquefine Lady KiDearn. Baroness 
Park at Monmouth, Lard and Lady Ren- 
wkt. the Hon Sir Peter and Lady RamitxHh- 
am. Sir Ronakl and Lady Areuha. Lady 
Burton. Lady Ross. Lady Oramea. Lady 
Newsam Sr Hser Marshal l. Princess 

rives '^J^tranoit 1 of 

Industry and the Rrogn and Co mm o rt - 
wtabh Office. 

Caledonian dub 
Viscount Slim was the guest of 
honour at the annual St Andrews 
Day dinner hdd last night at the 
Caledonian Club. Lord Ramsay, 
president, was in the chair. The 


Moderator of the General Assem¬ 
bly of tbe Church of Scotland was 
present 

Defence and Security Forum 
Mr Ronnie Flannagan. Chief Con¬ 
stable erf tiie Rqyal Ulster Constab¬ 
ulary, was the guest speaker at a 
dinner of the Defence and Security 
Forum hdd last night at the 
Garrick Club. Lady Olga Mait¬ 
land. president was in foe chair. 
Lord Mayhew of Tsvysden. vice- 
president. and Coknd Philip 
Howes, chairman, also spoke. 
Glaziers* Company 
Mr George CradmeU. Master of 
the Glaziers’ Company, assisted by 
Mr Peter Batchelor and Mr Rich¬ 
ard Stone, wardens, presented foe 
Glaziers Award for Community 
Service to Cadet Sergeant-Major 
G Mensah. 9 Reghnenr RLC 
Detachment of the South East 
London ACF at the installation 
dinner of foe company hdd last 
night at Glaziers* HaH Professor 
Sir Brian Pearse, Mr Peter London 
and Mr Frank Stansil also spoke. 
Among others present were: 

The Mayor of Souihaaxfc. the Dora York, 
dw Dtnaf Norwich. Father Leo Oiamticr>- 
tain OSB. tbe Matter of tbe Scientific 
Instrument Makers' CbmpzrQr. the Master 
of the Laondenerr Company and Mr 
Alderman John Hugheskm. 

Ddoiltc and Touche Consulting 
Group 

Sir Robert Walmsley, Chief of 
Defence Procurement, was foe 
guest of honour at the annual 
Dekxtte and Ttouehe Defence din¬ 
ner held at foe Royal United 
Services Institute an November 25. 
Mr Martin Sdduna, Senior Part¬ 
ner. was in the chair. Thirty senior 
me m bers of foe Defence and 
Defence Industry Communities 
attended. 


Middle Temple 

London SEL R G AnMtmPg, Hong C 
H Hulse. Hofarav Omni J 

Flute SJafeg S&CTMrer P C WMrat 

CnCTyiijb |sj ffMThim, KlflJl LumpOT 
Malaysia: D Omna. Tinshui Wii. Hong 
ypny- p B SqtHns. Laidon EL H A Best, 
{feflfrff; K GmsM, B btU m i i M H 
Sithowafia. Singapore; K Sateamanrinn. 

Kedah. Mataysta; P N Barrea. Hoag K*v 
CWMrfD^ Sweroab: vT^*ky ; 
Locate SWJfie RE McMfflan. Laate WHi 
Chong Ttng Ire. Hong Kong: Pin* Kteg 
mFsanZak. MalgffV^M Aad ns. 

GanranH.Lma.SAiadvm.Shigitp Me.jp 
Habitant Uzate EG; E J H non. 
SUrineboume; A ft RaMsfaaw. B a Mt rt . 
HagEM Hodeeltt. Sanoa CO Mfield; S 

Mdtoown. Loodoo.SWSRA HertTO. 

WdkeMb J McCracken. Balkan*. Ayr w 
Njcmj, Nkaohi, Keqyx D t Sen. London 
WIL E A M Duhs. London W1Z LM ABcn, 
Long ItcMnteon, Works: M jaffer- CoaV 
Mr E L wanwa. Nassau. Bahamas: M 

L^BtLmdco NWlliS R Sands. 
WdfeMSMbe-Sea. Mortal fc Ttnam Huai 
Ha SSngnpore; Ym MmgCheuL Kuwtaai: 
T C Styles. Par. Cornwall E M R Mrar, 
Swansea; C J Addy. Marpie, da* D J 
Morgan. Winchester M Richer. Dagm- 
ham Yterlai Ng.Jpoit tosJcWMafajinB: 
AN McMahon. Gosport A R LasL London 
W2 W A M C Cooper. Sheffield: Sunyoco 
Hah. Londcn SW1S: H F Thonnwone. 
Bj-tfinp* Snnforcfc K B Gran™. London 
N2S B Kawjtin. Inrate E& X Sravrou. 
London SBS Ylc Shing Tam. Hong Kaig: 
Ser Chiang Nr. Shi^qxoe: B L Jones. 
Ptettypridd. MSo Gtamornn: P Chi Yeung 
Kwok. Knwtoon: M Z H HasMm. London 
N1& H K ^orTOOO-Pennefl. London NHk A 
N Tinner. Gibraltar: T J Huggins. Lttde 
Conrant Sufiofc T K Gustafson. OxfiinL 
Min Yung G Rng. Singapore: M E 
Chowdburr. London E& C L Rawnsky, 
Rawdon. Leeds: R M Wilson. Easteote. 
Middx: D F Trenado. Gibraltar. S J Keen. 
London WL D R Callow. London Nl: T A 
San. London ECU P W Shea. Stakeon- 
Trenc D J Koran Tic. Guaae Romes. 
Manritiw; AJ Dearing. rernham Common. 
Bucks; R L VSben. Si Hefier. Jersey: A J 
Sanction! KosvcCT-Wyr: F A Karume. 
London WiCD crska. arighson: G M 
Chambers. London SEtS: L-PA-M M MotL 
Edinburgh: S-A Davts. Cardiff: C A Fowkr. 
Ptymouife C R H Church. Richmond, 
Surrey: E C Stewart London W4: CAL 
Solomon London. NMb S D Rahul Watver- 
hampeon: J Home. London SWtSc C F 
Ovrmock. UandE: L Benneu. Rotherham; 
M T E Stephens, Uaxkai SW15; A S 
ChawBuy, Lower Earley. Hearting: K B 
O’Shea. Kiltorney; T SaiaioDkirunfairi. 
London NT; N M Schymydc. Becteohauc K 
A MUR Ynyswen. Treorthy: S M fondle. 
West Carnd. YeovB: E T Tea Singapore: M 
S James. Beamed. Kenc S N Go*. 
GOnltan D Z Blum. London NWL D K 
Walker. Huddersfield; D W Allison. Thorpe 


StAn*t«.Norwidi;MJ WiMtSW*®* 
C D Chalkley. landon N»*s ^ L 
LMfcn E1& R N MslWren. Gronrat 
CHdhanuJ LG Davies. SChWt 
piWilrM? u N Yod* B C D9wl 

8SS8tf»SS! 

R W G^mBridgend. M Omrajan: N 

MahraxxL Atonrt^ 

don SWJfc J C Gens 
Midtc J L McPtwaM^London WT ft P L 
Brown. Nassau. Bahamas A G toJ 
Denney. St Una: M McMamg. Came* 

SSSEJS&Mftat 

a tanner s-5dtor. 
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Forthcoming 
^ marriages 


Gray’s Inn 


J Eksdarn. lngie««te L anx M B criany. 
London SW17: S A FfeminoL Mag** 
Seydrifcs T A Concoanis. lama CS- 
btCk V T Gordon. Hanuton. Benitea; t 
Eroocritou. Limassol Cyprus A W Tnwp. 

A Alii. London El; G N R Oasvs. ftiw. 
Undone J D 

Cotbe. Dinas Powys: C M Sjolin. LcndOT 
SWB: S A Mibaogd. Xr WydrferD®. Sff \ 
Fffinc G M Rafenray. Abase. Ches S P 
Wood. Northampton: D 1 Lewis. Chester- 
bkl: S J Lamb. Istawortr: S C Agne«. 
Purtmartiock. Co Dublin: M P BanJelL 
London EL 

G J Monoev. Suttrai Valence: D H 
Davies. Saron. Rbydatnan; M Typognt- 
phou. Nicosia- Cyprus; M J .Gleeson. 
RtBwbina. CordiH; B T DmgbsJones. 
Swansea K Mwadifar. a former sartor . 
nan,- R M Jones. Gdfihaf. nr Bfodcwooo. 
Gvwnc R Shenaone^tevies. Swansea: L 
John. LtanKnnJei, Swansea: R Se nre w Mi A. 
Hartshorn. E Sussex: C Cboudhury. Kings 
Langley. S R L Bint West Anon. London. V 
p T CSver Beverley. E Torts L J Hall 
'Itotun. Southampton. S H Jcnfans. Swan¬ 
sea: R Singh, ftnang. Malaysia; C Char - 
aiambews. Nimsia. Cyprus: D K. South, 
phrirhpaih London: MTGesL Roundhay. 
UedsJ A Donnelly. Lrmdoa NKk DJ Went. 
Putney S J Gregory. Caxhays. CanSft S 
KurttL London W& J M Kaumagb. Pant- 
ham: G L Gimsun. London VL R C 
Heanahn. Leigh. Worcester. C J H Bfod.- 
ley. Bristol R J Hussain. Rochdale: M A 
Krista. Broughton Asiky. Iricesrertirirc K 
Jones, Carrsws. Ifowys: R Lartgar. Gates¬ 
head: J T Bailey. Bridpon: K E Hayes, 
Gtrisborough. Qntbnl' F L Mc Fnttg xn. 
londcmNW&TJ Kelly.Smeoage:DSM 
Thomas. London SWI: T T Adegbob. 
Woking. Sarny M C Barrow. Arina. 
Trinidad. West Indies: A L Booth. Bolton. R 
Bemseein, London Ni M D Hardie. 
London NWL P A Lownds. London NWS J 
R Forbes. Nassau. Bahamas: D S Desker. 
London Ell: Li Ytati Soa Kuala Lumpur. 
Malaysia. 


Institute of Actuaries 


The following candidates have 
completed the examinations re¬ 
quirements for the qualification of 
Fellowship of foe Institute of 
Actuaries. 

AngdL Mrs K A. Horsham; Aries, S M. 
Horsham: Atherton. J & London: Atldn- 
son. Ms NJ. taerboraugb: Austin. Ms N 
C M. London; Bailey- G - London; 
Bangar, A K. London: Barradough. D 
M. Bournemouth: Bisses, B K. Hertford. 
Btacknnre. Miss S. London: Banser. P C. 
London: Broughton, J. London: Brown. 
WD. LandoteBaditaraL A N,Croydon: 
Bukrrig. 1 A. Croydon; Burden. R J. 
London; Burite. Ms R E. Dublin; Bums. 
K W. Dublin: Barr. S D, London; 
Canersan. D W. Reading dark. A R. 
Bournemouth: Ctarfce. D E. Dublin; 
Clay. □ K. London; Codd. A F. Cape 
Town; Collins, M R. London: CoOinson. 
M P, Binringbam; CornaH Mbs S E, 
Horsham; Cooison. T S. ftaerborough; 
Davis, W J, Cape Town; Day. R G. 
Horsham: Devchand. S, Johanhesburg; 
Doyle. Mrs DL, Bournemouth: ETUon. S 
J. Bristol Fbnirin, Miss c M. Croydon: 
Rnitkner.J S, Landm fergnson. J. Cape 
Town; Fiihank. A J. Leeds: FotbergU. J. 
Sydney, Gardiner, D J, Croydon; Gams- 
wonby. C E. London: Gaugnan. Ms O N. 
Dublin; Gent, M J, Bristol: Gilbert. G 
Oxford; GBdenhuys. A. Cape Town: 
GroenwdD. D M. London; Grogan. J T, 
Dublin; Griffiths. S J. Croydon; Hamit- 
tan. A J. Norwich; Hammacott, A P, 
Hertford: Handy. G S, Bristol Hetfees. 
M M. Bristol: Higgmbooom. Miss A. 
Hertford; HllL G. Cmdon: H3L Mrs L. 
Liverpool: Hugo, CF N, Cape Town: 
HuJroe-Vickerstafi MW. Leeds Human. 
J J, CapeTown; Hunter. KJ, Manchester; 
Humington-Thresher. DJ K. Croydoo; 
ingic. Ms R. London; Jadson. P T. 
London: Jackson. S G, Ptterborough: 
Jain. V. London; Jeliric. D. Croydon; 
Jennings. Miss C R. Tunbridge Wells 
Jennings. G N, Norwich; Johnson. R A. 
Liverpool; Katz. D A. Johannesburg 
Kndkr. S C. Leeds Lane, M J. Horsham; 
La veto. D G. Dublin: Levy. D M. 
London: McCarthy, C London; McCul¬ 
loch. N R. London: McGaughey, K W. 
Lndoo; McGnuh. Mbs M C A. Dabbs 
Mdneraey, Miss C B. DuUtn: Marou- 
son. TAG. Londan; Maynard, T J. 
Horsham: MDes. Mbs K A. Hmshanu 
Miller. J a Hertford; MiUns, R J. 
Croydon; Mlichell J M W. Bauhte- 
momti; Moody. S J, London: MurashBd. 


H T. Johannesburg,- Munagh. G. Dub¬ 
lin: NeL A. Joharmesfaure Newbury. 
Miss K J. Croydon; Nevdxnd. N M. 
Crovdon: OToughlin. S J. Dublin: Pmt- 
laiA AJ, London; Perks.JT.Tunbrid— 
Wdls PbpaL H. Hertford: Powls. Miss 
M. Liverpool Priotfey. J E. Binnmg- 
ham; Pryde. A S. LraKtan: Ramdav-aL S. 
Cape Town; Reid. Ms E. Dublin; Ret- M 
(.Oxford: Roberts. DT. Dublin: Rogers. I 
M. Ira,!nn- Rossouw. Mrs N D. Cape 
Town: RusselL Miss C A. Croydon: Ryde. 
M. Birmingham: Sands. 1 NL London; 
Sortii. RH. Horsham: Sdmoder. D H, 
Gaborone: Sduxmees. C R. Cape Town; 
Shah, R. London; Sbansu D. Tel Aviv; 
Shelley. P M. Bristol Stariey. Miss. J. 
Hertford; Shodn. D X Johannesburg: 
Stock. R H. Liverpool Skinner. S D, 
BoumanoutiE S mith- L Cheltenham: 
Sddan. R N. London: Stamper. M, 
Cnwdan: Stead. Ms S L Cape Town: 
Stephenson. M, Bristol Stevens. S N. 
Croydon; Sopo. E J. Cape Town; 
SweeniKL P J. Chdtenham; Sytnecmdis. 
C G/JcraraKsbarg: Tan. Miss SMK. 
Kuala Lampar. Tan. S J Y. Cidtenbani: 
Tavener. G London; Tewari, R A D. Pbn 
of Spain; Trask, j A. London; van dot 
Berg. G A. Cape Town: Varney. Miss A 
E. CroydonT waae. J G T. Norwich; 
White. M A. teds Wansbrough. B R. 
WeDinglon; MDdnson. G J. Cape Town: 
Wilfisraion. Miss J G Landnrc Wong, C 
H. Che l ten ha m: Wood. R A. Norwich: 
Wood. Ms S H. Wefln®rere Wr^ht Mrs 
SJ. Hertford. 


Faculty of 
Actuaries 


Tbe following candidates have 
completed tbe examinations re¬ 
quirements for tiie qualification of 
Fellowship of the Faculty of Actuar¬ 
ies. 

Abdtuon, M L Norwich: Baird. R W. 
Glasgow; Chinaka. G CapeTown: Davison. 
A J. Johmnesbuig: Doheny. D. Etfinburgh; 
Grey. D. Glasgow; Gray. 5 M. Ecfintargh; 
Hate. IF. Oxford McGBl-town. Mra H 
M. Edinburgh; Madver. Miss M M. 
Glasgow; Marshall L Edinburgh: Murray. 
P. E3mtairalE Nidiota CCIH. * 
tenon, Kw G. Glasgow; Pi 
Etfinburgh: Ron. Miss M 1, Edmourgo: 
Shunt. M C. Edinbtute Thotes. G 
Erfinbrarfc Thorn. Mrs C J. Etfinbuigh: 
Tbgnoo. Miss G. Johannesburg; Vassoa V. 
London: Young. J S. Etfinburgh 


Mr W. Cameron 
and Miss S. Hannood-Baniwr 
The engagement is a™"™? 1 
between Bill, only son of Mr A.G. 
Cameron and foe la* Mrs 
Cameron, of MarWla, Spain, and 
Susie, elder daughter of the late Sir 
George and Lady Haimood- 
Banner. 

Mr S.G. Campbell 
and Miss J- Humphreys 
The engagement is announced 
between Graham, son of the lafe 
Brigadier S.F. CampbeU and of 
Mrs Campbell of Camberlqr. 
Surrey, and Jane, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs David Humphreys, of 
Wamham. West Sussex. 

Mr E.H. Davies 
and Miss AJVf.C Johnson 
The enga^ment is annewnesd 
between Edward, son of Mr David 
Davies, of Wesfoere, Kent, ami 
Mis Anne Dawes, of Gerrards 
Cross. Buckinghamshire, and 
Arabella, elder daughter of foe la* 
Patrick Johnson ami of Mis Ivan 
BrumpL of Paris, France. 

MrJ-P- Dingfey 
and Miss S. Tucker 
The engagement is announced 
between Jon, elder son erf Mr and 
Mrs Bryan Dingley. of Durban. 
South Africa, and Sarah, daugh te r 
of Mr and Mrs Louis Tucker, of 
Cotdharbour. Surrey. 

Mr N.R- Doan 
and Miss K.S.E. Hartley 
The engagement is announced 
between Nick, youngest son of Mr 
and Mrs James Dixon, of 
Bmadhempston. Devon, and Kate, 
daughter of the late Mr 
Christopher (Kit) Hartley and of 
Mrs Hartley, of Dedham. Essex 

Mr P-H. Greensiade 
and Miss J-A-B. Harford 
The engagement is announced 
between Fteter, younger son of Mr 
Malcolm Greensiade and the late 
Mrs Greensiade. of Beaconsfidd. 
Buckinghamshire, and Joanna, 
voungest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Harford, of Chester blade, 
Somerset 

MrGAA. Honanan 
and Miss D.N.N. Anley 
Tbe <*ng3gwmgm is announced 
between Adrian, eldest son of Mr 
Christopher Horsman and the late 
Mrs Horsman. of Fethard. Co 
Tipperary, and Bonnie, eldest 
dau ghter of die late Mr Nidtoias 
Needham Anley and of Mrs Anley. 
of Moume Park. Co Dawn. 

Dr AJ. Power 
and Miss PJLKatz 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between Albert John, only son of 
Dr Norman Power, of Athens, 
Greece, and the late Mrs Stella 
Power, and Philippa Louise, only 
daughter of Mrs Linda Katz, of 
Famham. and Mr Charles 
Stephen Katz, ofTeddington. 


Birthdays today 

Mr John Akferton, actor. 58; Dr 
John Ashworth, chairman. British 
library. 60; Mr Rodney Bewes. 
actor. 61: Lord Bridges. 71; the Earl 
of Cottenbam,, 50; Mr Gavyn 
Davies, economist, 4& Mr Robert 
DougalL broadcaster. 85; Air Mar¬ 
shal Sir Eric Dunn, 71; Mr James 
Evans, former chairman. Interna¬ 
tional Thomson Organisation. 66; 
Lord Howard de Walden. 86; Miss 
Verity Lambert film and television 
producer. 63; the Marquess of 
Lansdowne. 86; Sir John Maddox, 
former Editor. Naoire, 73; Baron¬ 
ess Mallalieu, QC. 53; Lord Nidtr 
son, 69; Mrs Margaret Parry, 
former Headmistress, Heafofietd 
Sciwol Ascot, 79; Mr Alan Simp¬ 
son, author and scriptwriter, 60; 
Mr Ernie Wise, comedian. 73- 

Reception 

HM Government 
The Secretary of Stare far Defence 
and members of the Defence Council 
were the hosts at a reception hdd last 
night at Lancaster House, to meet the 
Commonweal* Defence and Service 
Advisers and Defence and Service 
Attaches In the UK. 


Mr R.M. G ladders 
and Miss S.CA. Carey 

The engagement is 
between Robert 
Mrs Ian Giadders. 

Kent, and Susanna, daughier « 
Mr and Mrs Mervyn Carey. « 
Benenden, Kent 
Mr E.D. Matbeson 
and Miss KJ. van den Elide 
The engagement is announced 

between Euan, son of Mr and Mrs 
AS. Matheson, of Glasgo w. 
Scotland, and Karen, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs GM. van den Endc, 
of Rqyal Leamington Spa. 
Warwuxshire. 

Mr P-R. Matthews 
and Miss NJJ. Sdfe 
The engagement is ajmounced 
between Paul son of Mr and Mn 
Greg Matthews, of Brentwood, 
Essex, and Nicola, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Michael Sdfe. of Rransey, 
Hampshire. 

Mr R.W.G. Monro 
and Miss J-N. McCall 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, son of the late 
Mr David Munrv and of Mrs 
Keith Etirks, of Middlesbrough, 
Cleveland, and Joa n na , elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs David 
McCall, of Hadlaw, Kent. 
MrAJ£. Parker 
and Miss KLE. Roseoe 
77 k engagement is announced 
between Angus, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Jamie Parker, of Ktifearn 
Stirlingshire, and Katherine, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Marritall Rnscoe, of North Deight- 
on, Yorkshire, 

Mr KJUJeC S«dhx 
and Mfes MJ.V. Sheennaa 
The engagement is announced 
between Rupert, son of Dr and 
Mis Robin Sadler, of Wimbome. 
Dorset, and Madfin. rinnght^r of 
Mr Barry Sheennan. MP, and' 
Mrs Shemnan, of Haltfox, West. 
Yorkshire. 

Mr A.a Thistfcdranyte 
and Miss JLHJL M orison 
The engagement is announced 
between Alexander, younger saurf - 
Mr and Mrs Seymour Thistleth- 
wayte. of Sheet. Hampshire, and. 
Lucy, only daughter of Sir^Thomas 
M orison, of little Cheverefl. Wilt¬ 
shire. and the late Lady Goring- 
Mr N AJ- Thomson 
and Dr N.C Ryan 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Andrew ThansoB.'of 
Willaston. South WtrraL -and 
Natalie, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Raymond Ryan, of Sheet. 
Hampshire. 

Dr G-E-Thwaties 
and DrCL^Ward 
The engagerheqt is a n no u nced 
between Guy. son-of Dr and Mis 
Ian Thwaites, of SoufcMagtter. West 
Sussex, and Louise, dabgb&r of 
Mr and Mrs Stephen WaKL % of 
Marpie Bridge, dieritire. *>.. 


Service dinners 

Royal Dragoon Guards 
Lieutenant-General Sr Anthony 
Mullens, Colonel of The Rqyal 
Dragoon Guards, {Resided at the 
annual regimental dinner hdd last- 
night at the Cavalry and Guards 
Club. 

RAMC Associatio n 
Members of tiie Royal Army 
Medical Corps Association (City of 
London) branch attended their 
annual dinner on November 21 at 
the Union Jack Chib and marked 
the Corps' centenary year. Captain 
T.G. Payne presided. Mr Barry 
Theobald-Hkks (Deputy Chair¬ 
man] and Mr John Keen, BEM. 
' were among those present _ 

Luncheon 

Rippon Group 

Mr Matties Campbell. QC MP. 
and Dr Christopher Coker were 
the speakers at a luncheon of the 
Rippon Group held yesterday at 
39-41 Parker Street, London WC2. 
Major-General AJ. Trythall pre- 
sided. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


What empty things all 
’ Idols axe. Nothing they 
do amounts to anything, 
chetr etesles » so 
much wind, nut noth¬ 
ings. Isaiah 41 29. 


BIRTHS _ 

ARMITAGE - On November 
Zlot at Tiie Portland 
Hospital to Katrina (ate 
Weston) Hid Samuel 
Edwin, a baby daughter. 

BUCHANAN - On November 
2&th IBM, to CD (arte 
Boorman) and Angus, a 
daughter. Elahe. a obrter 
for Hannah. 

CLEGG - On November 12th 
to Amanda (nde Lewis) 

and Jon a t h a n , a son. 
Tboam* Edward, a brother 
for Alexander. 

COTTON - On November 
20th 1968 to JuUet (nfie 
Edwards) and Phtttp.« 
son. Coamo Alexander. 

EL-HOMSt-On 8th 
November 1668 In Parts to 

Susan (ode Colder) and 
DanleL a son, Chariaa 
Khalil, a brother for 
Sophie and Lara. 

LYONS - On November 22nd 
at Tbe Portland Hospital 
to Hart* (Polmnbtu) and 
Tom, a son, William 
McKenzie, a brother for 
Henry. 

MAHLAR - On November 5th 
to Patricia (nde Higgins) 
and Junta, a son. 
Chris to pher, a brother for 
Georg*. 

MURRAY - On November 
25th at Tbe Portland 
Hospital to Jackie (n<e 
Preston) snd Grant, s son, 
Hsmlsh, a brother lor 
Olivia and Sophie. 

TOMARSH -On November 
14th at bom* to Lorn* (nde 
Johnson) and Christopher, 
a son. Maxim Hanry Lane. 
(Max), a brother for Ned. 

WALKS!-On 17th 
November to David and 
Enuna {nfoHaadflald- 
Jonas) s daughter, E vie 
Louisa, a slater to Omajr. 

Winsi - On sand November 
1SS8. to Csttiona (nfo mil) 
and James, a daughter, 
Georgina Emily Hslsn. 


BIRTHS _ 

WOMERSLEY-Oo 
November 12th to Biz (nde 
Whitmore) and Peter, a 
•on, William Searle, a 
brother for Elia. 


MARRIAGES 


WHITEfRSJCME-MUttRAY- 
On November Slat 1988 at 
St M ichael and All Angels, 
Berne*. London, Mattfiow. 
son of Mr and Mn Stuart 
White of Oxford to Clare, 
younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs P Enldne-Murray 
of BekewelL Derbyshire. 


DEATHS _ 

BRUCE - Marda on 24th 
November 1668 peacefully 
at Kftnfield Hall. Fsllam. 
neer Canterbury 
(previously of Wlnchelaea 
East Sussex). Beloved wife 
of tbe late Thomas Bruce 
end dearly loved mother 
of Margaret and Andrew. 
Funeral at All Saints 
Church, Ickleiham near 


DEATHS 


BARNES-Valerie. 0& 
November 25th 1898, died 
peacefully In bar 92nd 
year. Widow of Mortay, 
devoted mother of Brawn 
and Tbn, much loved by 
her seven grandetdldrea 
end ell who knew her. 
Service of Thanksgiving. 
St Petra-and St Paul 
Church, Seal Seranoakt 
Kent. Thursday December 
3rd at UUOpm, fallowed 
by private cremation. 
Flowere or If preferred, 
donations to Crohns In 
Childhood Research 
Association, e/o Weftum 
Jonas Funeral Director*. 
158 London Road. 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN 13 
ID J. Tab 01732 742400. 

BlCKNBL - Susan. Loved 
and respected violist died 
on St Cedllsk Day. 
Funeral. Monday 30th 
November at St. Matthewk 
Church. North Common 
Roed, off Unbridge Road, 
Ealing at 12 noon. No 
Sowers but donations If 
desired to Walter Emery 
Fund for Cancer R esearch 
c/o 14. Whitehall Gardens, 
London W38KD. 
Enquiries to Christopher 
Wlatenden Funeral 
Services 0181578 7176. 


December at 12 noon. Cat 
flowere or donations to 
The Stroke Association e/o 
EUia Bro*.3 Ferry Rood, 
Rye. E. Sussex Tod 
01767-222304. 


CHOLMOEY - Monty. Died 
eAar a short ttlness on 
Wednesday 25th 
November 1698. Funeral 
at 12JX) on Tueeday 1st 
December 1088 at St Mary 
and St Andrew's Church. 
Stoke Rocbford. Flowers 
to David Holland Funeral 
Directors. London Road, 
Grantham. 


CLARKE - Margot on 28th 
November la her 9Stb 
year, at St Georges 
Nursing Home and late of 
Chelsea. Dearly loved by 
afi who knew bra and fixe 






at St»% request, but 
donation s U desired to 
Cancer Care Denat c/o 
Beecher Bms, Funeral 
Directors, Newbury 
Street, Gfifingham. Dorset. 
SP84QL. 


EARL- James Burton, 
suddenly but peacefully on 
20th November aged 83. 
Beloved husband (of tbe 
late Beryl), father, 
grandfather end brother. 
Fnnend Service at St 
Austell Pariah Church 
Friday 4th December at 
11.00 am. Family flowere 
only. Donations, if desired, 
to die Jubilee Sailing Trust 
e/o Attree A Kent, 108 
Church Road. Hove BN3 
ZEB.TeL 01273 S21685. 


BSHAG - On 24th November 
1698 peecsfully Eprlme. 
Emeritus Fallow of 

Wadbam College. Oxford. 

Deer husband of Unda. 
Cremation will take place 

at Oxford Crematorium on 
Monday 30th November at 
12.15. Thera wifi be a 






. 


mm 


HOUAiro - Stephanie (ntfe 
Col tart) of Arundel, 
Sussex, wife of the late 
Stopfond Holland, 
peacefully on WedneKlay 
25th November 1668. 
Funeral BAOpm. 
Wednesday 2nd December 
at St. Nicholas, Arundel 
followed by private 
cremation. 

•ON® - Jo seph George. Sadly 
et St Halier Hospital. 
Sutton on Wednesday, 

25th November. Dearly 
loved husband of Marjorie, 
adored father a/ David 
and Nigel and devoted 
grandfather. Service will 
take place at North East 
Surrey Crematorium on 
Thursday. 3rd December 
at lpm. Donations In lieu 
of flowers If desired to 
Frank Dees Ward. St 
Heller Hospital 

MACKSUZE - On November 
24th 1998. peacefully In the 
Heart of Kent Hospice, 
Maidstone. Un David 
Mountain, aged 74. 

Balovad husband of 
Patricia, loving father to 
Karas and Bruce, and 
dearest Boppa to Tkra and 
Patti. Funeral Service at 
SL John the Baptist, 
Harrietsbam on Thursday. 
December 3rd at ILOOam. 
Family flowers only. 
Donation*, if desired, 
payable to Heart of Kent 
Hospice c/o A W Court 
Funeral Directors. 
Haadcorn Road. Grafty 
Green. Kant, ME17 2AF. 
Tab 01622 880840. 

MARR-MURRAY - On 19th 
Novumbra 189& Rieherd 
Mafr-Murrty of Gusaage 
All Saints, Donat. 
Crematkm has taken 
place. 

MMRJE-JeremyFrank.cn 
25th November, aged 46. 
Son of Flunk and the lata 


MAY - Guy Norman. 
Husband of Etsuko and 
father of Heather end 
Judy, died Saturday 21st 
November. Cremation, 
Bournemouth 
Crematorium, Tuesday 1st 
December at 1120am and 
Thanksgiving Service at 
SL Andrews Sonnlng, on 
Saturday 5th December at 
II.30a m Family flowers 
only and donations to 
"Friends of Forest Holme' 
(Macmillan Trust) c/o 
Gaorge Scott. Funeral 
Directors, 13-15 Somerset 
Road, Bournemouth BH7 
8JH. Teb01202 395827. 


MBtRBXS - Joan (Sr. Mary 
Martha C.R SS) who died 
poaoefully on 26th 
November 1968, aged 82. 
RJJ*. Raqulam Mast and 

Burial at New Hall, 

“ ‘ ' Wednesday 

at 1130am. 
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PRIESTLEY - Bruce Char] ex. 
aged 44, a Director of A- 
nan Insurance, died on 
November 23rd 1968. at 
the Churchill Hospital, 
Oxford, after an luneas 
borne with typical courage 
and fortitude. Cremation 
at Oxford Crematorium, 
on Tuesday December 1 st, 
at lUMam. to be followed 
by a Service of 
Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving in Jnniuury- 
Famlly flowere only 
please, donations if wished 
, to Cancer Research, at 
Reeves end Pain, 288 
Abingdon Rood, Oxford. 
0S04TE. 

PULLMAN - Desiree (nde PI 
Hardman) died peacefully 
| at borne on 25th November 
1968. aged 81 years. 
Beloved wife of the lata 
] Cecil much loved mother 
I of Nigel and Cynthia, and 
dear Granny to Emily, 
Laura and Nicholas. 

I Funeral Service at St 
1 Lawrence Church, 
Effingham on 3rd 
December at 11 am. No 
flow are plena 

8HVELL-Phlltada actress 
(Bed November 24th. Her 
mmim and dear friends 
have many happy 
memories of her long life. 
Service 12 noon Thursday 
December 3rd Cbllterns 
Crematorium, Amenham. 

SHONE-Michael Gerald 
Terence peacefully on 26th 
November aged 70. Much 
loved husband of Anne 
and devoted father and 

grandfather. Funeral 
private, no flowers but 
donations if desired to Sir 
MtabaetSobeli House. 
Churchill Hospital. Oxford 
030 7U. Manorial 

Sendee to be announced 
later. 

SHATTER - Suddenly on 
November 24th U»8 Ethel 
Armey (nde Matheson) 
widow of CdrR J Stayter, 
both formerly of Duntfcld, 
Surrey. Funeral at 
Warris toe Crematorium 
Clo i st e r Chapel. 

Edinburgh on Monday 
No v emb e r 30th at LSO to 
which all friends are 
Invited. Family flowers 

only please. 


SLATB1 - Margot, peacefully 
without fear after a 
determined flgiK on 24th 
November 1988. Loving 
and much loved wife of 
Andrew, mother of 
Katharine (Kate) and 
Barnaby, grandmother to 
Jacob anabrother-in-law 
of John. Funeral Sendee at 
St. Anne's Church, 

High gale. West Hill. 
London N8 at ll.OOam on 
Friday December 4th 1998. 
Family flowers. Donations, 

If desired, to Compston 
Ward, Tbe Royal Free 
Hospital or to St Anne’s 
Church, bath, e/o Leverton 
A Sons, 149 Kentish Town 
Road, London, NW1 8PD. 

SMYTH - Suddenly on 21st 
November, Thomas Elliott 


Funeral Sendee at St 
Peter's Church. Holwell on 
Tuesday Blh December at 
1L80 am. Family flowers 
only plaase. Funeral 
Directors: Austins. 98 
Bancroft. Hltchln 01462 
438422. 


STEVENSON - John 
Champion died peacefully 
November 24tb 1998. A 
Sendee of Thanksgiving is 
to be bald oo Tuesday 1st 
December 2J0 pm at St 
Peters Church. Swept tone. 
All welcome at Church. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations, if dttired, for 
Silas Marner Ward George 
Eliot Hospiul may be sane 
toM. G. Evans Funeral 
Directors "Creadon 
House- LongStreet, 
Atheretone CV9 1AX. 


TOBIAS - Barbara on 
Monday 23rd November 
1968 after a long Illness. 
Loved by all who knew 
bar. Beloved by Lea and 
Tamsin. Funeral Service 
et St Maryh Church. 
Barnes on Wednesday find 
December at 12 noon 
followed by Interment in 
East Sheen Comet ary. 
Family flowers only, 
donations if desired to 
Imperial Cancer Research. 


VAN Dei uurr-John Snr. 
passed away peacefully at 
home on 23rd November 
afters brave fight Never 
was a husband. Dad and 
Opa/Grandad more loved. 
Funeral at St. Joseph V 
Church, High Street, St 
Mary Cray on. Thursday 
3rd December at 12.15pm. 
Flowers to Home Farm. 


VMCENr - Sibyl, on 23rd 
November, at Tbe Princess 
Royal Hospital Haywards 
Heath. Sussex. Dearly 
loved wife of Hadley and 
mother and grandmother. 
There will be a Service of 
ThanJt*glvliig.at St Giles 
Church. Horsted Keynes 
et 2.00 pm on Wednesday 
2nd December following 
a quiet funeral at Crawmy 
Crematorium at 10.15 that 
morning. Family flowers 
only please. Donations for 
The Special Forces 
Benevolent Fund or the 
Princess Royal Hospital 
Trust Fund c/o Masters 

and Son, Lewes Road, 

Llndfleld. RH16 2LE. 
(014441 432107. 


WALUS - Peter Francis 
Dalntree, peacefully at 
home near Aylesbury on 
filit November. Dearly 
loved husband of Barbara 
and loving father to 
Angela. Christine and 
Robert, family flowers 
only please. Donation to 
Marie Curie Cancer Cara 
Cfo Heritage and Son, 167 
Bfcestra Road. Aylesbury 
HP193BA. 


WILLIAMS - Frank ou 
November 24th 1998 at St 


WALSHAW-Robert 
Fra nk ie ad, founder of the 
Bleasby herd, died at hta 
home 1ft Btaasby, Market 
Rasan. X-tncohuhireon 
24th November 2668. 
Beloved husband of 
Phyllla Mary. Service at 
Lincoln Crematorium on 
Thursday 3rd December at 
3.10pm. Enquiries to J 

Marehall Funeral 
Directors. Market Rasen. 

01673 843725. 


Portsmouth aged 8S. 
Retired Halifax Building 
Society Manager, City of 
London Branch. Dearly 
loved husband of Doris, 
father of Angela and Jane, 
father-in-law of David 
and Martin, grandfather o 
Catherine, Robin. Manbet 
iod Jonathan. Mach 
mined by all of ua. 

IN MEMORIAM - 

PRIVATE _ 

SESSKSTTSST - - 

Middleton) Brenda 27-9.35 
- 27.1 L93. She was a 
fragile ship upon a cruel 
*aaf Always loved by Rodl 
Koto, KnU. and all the 
fismUy, and friends. 

SWAN - peter. In proud 
loving memory from his 
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for colleges * 


Canon Peter Boulton, 
former Prolocutor of York 
Convocation and Chaplain 
to (he Queen, died on 
November 17 aped 72. 

He was born on 
December 12. 1925. 

P erer Boulton served 
with distinction in the 
Anglican parochial 
ministry' for 37 years 
but also served the Church uf 
England as a Pr«.»cior in 
Com ueation for 33 vearN and 
as Prolocutor of (he'Cun voca¬ 
tion of York from I9S0 to I WO. 
He retired from the General 
Synod at the Group of Ses¬ 
sions in November IW2 w hich 
a|so saw final approval being 
given to the women priests 
legislation. In saying farewell 
to Peter Boulton, the then 
Archbishop of York. Dr John 
Huhgood, said or him: “He 
always displayed the York¬ 
shire low of straight talking, a 
sharp mind, a strong Catholic 
faith, a huge capacity for hard 
work, an unerring eye for 
something not quite right and 
a deep love of the Church of 
England.” 

ft:ter Henry Boulton was 
educated at Lady Lumley’s 
Grammar Schooj. Pickering, 
and went, on leaving school in 
1942, into war service with the 
Royal Navy. After the war he 
read theology at St Chad's 
College, Durham, and trained 
for the priesthood at Ely 
Theological College. He was 
priested m 1951 and. after 
serving his title in Crewe and 
an assistant curacy in Mans¬ 
field. he became vicar of 
Clipstorte, then a colliery' vil¬ 
lage in Nottinghamshire, in 
1955. Boulton’s love of the 
Tractarian tradition and his 
social conscience were devel¬ 
oped to the hilt in this 
appointment and many min- 
ya and their families discov¬ 
ered the care of the Church, 
both spiritual and material. 

With a growing reputation 
as a devoted parish priest. 
Boulton was appointed to the 
important living of Worksop 
in 1967. During his twenty 
years in the parish, the work 
on the East End of the Priory 
Church was completed, a 
sheltered housing scheme and 
a youth dub were set up. and 
he was founder-chairman of 
the Bassetlaw Council for 
Voluntary Service. 

In addition to these social 
concerns Boulton took a keen 
interest in education, being a 
governor of state schools in 



Boulton: a strong Catholic faith and a deep love of the Church of England 


Nottinghamshire and a mem¬ 
ber of the Notts County Educa¬ 
tion Committee. Stewardship 
was also one of his passions, a 
cause which he championed in 
many General Synod debates. 

Wirhin three years of his 
being elected to Convocation 
and the Church Assembly in 
1959. his inquiring mind was 
recognised by his appoint¬ 
ment to an Archbishops' Com¬ 
mission on Church and State 
under the chairmanship of 
Lord Howick. which reported 
in 1964. In subsequent Synod 
debates on Church-Stale ques¬ 
tions Canon Boulton (he had 
been appointed an honorary 
canon of Southwell Minster in 
1975) was recognised as an 


authority on the subject When 
the Crown Appointments Com¬ 
mission for the nomination of 
clerics to diocesan bishoprics 
was formed. Boulton was 
elected as a member for ten 
years from 1982. Boulton also 
represented the Church of 
England on the Anglican Con¬ 
sultative Council from 1972 to 
1980 and as an Anglican 
delegate to the World Council 
of Churches assemblies in 1975 
and 1983. 

He. in addition, found time 
for ecumenical matters at 
home, serving on the Commit¬ 
tee on Anghcan-Methodist Re¬ 
lations, 1967-72. acting as chair¬ 
man of the Worksop Council ■ 
of Churches. 1973-81. and serv¬ 


ing on the ill-fated Council for 
Covenanting. 1978-81 Worried 
by the direction ecumenism 
was taking, he joined forces 
with Bishop Graham Leonard 
to edit The Dolphin Papers. 
which commented from the 
Anglo-Catholic standpoint on 
crucial issues before the Gener¬ 
al Synod in the period 1970 to 
1980. As a result he was 
recognised as a leader of the 
Catholic movement in the 
Church and his election to the 
Synod's Standing Committee 
followed in 1975. In 1980 the 
clergy of York Convocation 
elected him as their Prolocutor 
(spokesman). 

When it was suggested that 
an overseas bishopric might 


be appropriate, he declined 
believing that lie could best 
serve the Chun* by contribut¬ 
ing io the debates concerning 
the place of women in the 
ordained ministry. That 
proved to be the main issue in 
the Synod elections of 1990. in 
which the Catholic group lost 
much ground. When the offic¬ 
ers of the Synod's Houses 
came to be eleoed at the first 
meeting of the new- Synod. 
Boulton failed to retain the 
Prolocutors hip, and the chair¬ 
manship of the House of Laity 
was also lost by the Catholics. 
Both offices were taken by 
Evangelicals who favoured 
women's ordination, and Boul¬ 
ton, who had been ordained in 
the heady days when Anglo- 
Carholicism still rode high, 
realised that it was now the 
Evangelical wing that was in 
theascendanL 

Yet he had never been a 
strident Anglo-Catholic and 
had shown himself capable of 
working with all sections of the 
Church. The then Bishop of 
Southwell. Michael Whinney 
(himself an EvangelicaJI, recog¬ 
nised his abilities and appoint¬ 
ed Boulton as Diocesan Direc¬ 
tor of Education and a canon 
residentiary of Southwell Min¬ 
ster in 1987. He proved to be a 
doughty fighter for church 
schools and also relished the 
discipline and order of daily 
cathedral worship. 

His many and varied contri¬ 
butions to the work of the 
Church were recognised by his 
appointment as a Chaplain to 
the Queen in 1991. He retired 
from the full-time ministry in 
1992 but remained very active, 
acquiring a master's degree in 
canon law from Cardiff Law 
School at the age of 71 after 
three years of study. He was 
also a member of the Council 
of the Ecclesiastical Law Socie¬ 
ty from 1991. and had taken 
pleasure in seeing the society 
grow to more than five hun¬ 
dred members. At residential 
conferences of the society he 
acted as chaplain. In champi¬ 
oning the cause of canon law 
he did his best to persuade 
dergy that the law could be 
enabling rather than restric¬ 
tive. At the time of his death he 
had embarked on a PhD 
course at Manchester Law 
SchooL 

Peter Boulton was sustained 
in his ministry by his wife, 
having married Barbara Dav¬ 
ies in 1955. She and tire three 
sons of the marriage all 
survive him. 


ROLAND ALPHONSO 


Roland Alphonso. 
saxophonist, died in Los 
Angeles on November 20 
aged 67. He was born in 
Clarendon, Jamaica, on 
January 12.1931. 

ROLAND ALPHONSO helped 
to shape the distinctive sound 
of Jamaican music that blos¬ 
somed after independence in 
1962, a joyous, syncopated 
beat that was known first as 
ska. then as rock steady, and 
which later gave birth to 
reggae. His tenor saxophone 
graced many of the greatest 
records produced in Jamaica 
over three decades, including 


sessions with Jimmy Cliff, the 
Maytals, and Bob Marley and 
the Waiters, and the records 
he made with his band the 
Skatalites are among the Fin¬ 
est of their genre. 

He played the drums and 
then trumpet in the Alpha 
Boys Catholic School band in 
Kingston, before his mother 
bought him his first saxo¬ 
phone when he was 15. At first 
playing in hotels to entertain 
tourists, by the 1950s he was 
an in-demand session player, 
making his first recordings in 
1954. He was soon working for 
the influential producers Cox- 
sone Dodd and Duke Reid 


and playing in a band called 
Clue J and His Blues Blasters, 
which included the guitarist 
Ernest Rang Lin and trombon¬ 
ist Rico Rodriguez. 

At the time, the Jamaican 
sound was based on American 
rhythm *n' blues, with doses of 
swing and calypso, but with 
independence in the air. the 
mood was right for a distinctive¬ 
ly Jamaican music. A new beat 
developed, which Alphonso 
helped to originate, and which 
became known as ska. 

Dodd put together a band to 
play the new music and 
named them the Satellites, 
which the group’s leader. 


Tommy McCook, soon chan§ 
to the punning Skatalites. 
Alphonso, McCook was a 
tenor saxophonist and. with 
the trombonist Don Drum¬ 
mond, they formed the most 
famous horn section Jamaica 
has ever produced. All three 
are now dead. 

The Skatalites stayed togeth¬ 
er for barely two years from 
1964. but in that time they 
made hundreds of classic 
instrumental recordings, as 
well as playing with virtually 
eveiyone who was then mak¬ 
ing records in Jamaica. Their 
best-known tracks included 
Guns of Nava rone, which 
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became a big dub hit in 
Britain and was later covered 
by The Specials. 

Personality dashes and the 
complicated politics of the 
Jamaican record business con¬ 
tributed to the group’s demise, 
but the final straw came when 
Drummond, the group's main 
composer, stabbed his girl¬ 
friend to death on New Year’s 
Day, 1965. Drummond, who 
had already had two volun¬ 
tary spells in a mental asylum, 
was committed again and died 
four years later. 

Alphonso was persuaded by 
Dodd to join the Soul Brothers 
and enjoyed local hits such as 
Dr Ring A Ding and Miss 
Ska-Culalion. In 1967 he joined 
tiie Soul Vendors, led by Jackie 
Miltoa but he continued as a 
lop session player at Dodd’s 
Studio One, as well as making 
two splendid solo albums. The 
Best of Roland Alphonso and 
King Of Sax. 

By the late 1970s he was 
working as a session musician 
for Bunny Lee's studio, but 
when the 2 Tone movement in 
Britain rekindled interest in 
ska. the Skatalites re-formed 
in 1983, basing themselves in 
America. A series of fine 
albums followed, the most 
recent of them 1997's Ball of 
Fire. Much of tire group's 
earlier catalogue was re-re- 
leased. and interest in their 
music had never been greater. 

Alphonso was on stage with 
the Skatalites at the Key Club 
in Hollywood when he burst a 
blood vessel after playing a 
solo. He died later in hospital 


PROFESSOR 
NICHOLAS KURTI 


Professor Nicholas Kurti. 
CBE, FRS, physicist died in 

Oxford on November 24 

aged 90. He was born in 

Hungary on May 14,1908. 

IF EVIDENCE were needed 
that indomitable cheerfulness 
and insatiable curiosity make 
for a long life. Nicholas Kurti 
supplied it. a distinguished 
physicist, he became almost as 
well known for his interest in 
applying scientific methods to 
cooking, and for his ready 
opinions on a range of sub¬ 
jects, often pithily expressed in 
teners to The rimes. 

He was bom of a Jewish 
family in Budapest, and edu¬ 
cated at the Minta-Gymnasi- 
um. which prepared him for 
university. But as a result of 
anti-Jewish laws, he was 
forced abroad to study, first to 
the Sorbonne for undergradu¬ 
ate training, and then to 
Berlin. There he worked for a 
doctorate under F. E. (later 
Sir Francis) Simon, a German 
physicist, born Franz Eugen 
Simon, who had won the Iron 
Cross in the trendies during 
the First World War. 

The two men became dose 
collaborators, working be¬ 
tween 1931 and 1933 at the 
Technische Hochschuie in Bre¬ 
slau. from which—both being 
Jewish — they prudently de¬ 
camped upon the rise of 
Hitler. Thanks to the interven¬ 
tion of Frederick Lindemann 
(Lord Cherwell) they found 
refuge at the Clarendon Labo¬ 
ratory in Oxford. 

Simon's speciality was low- 
temperature physics, and Kurti 
investigated ways of using 
magnetic methods for achiev¬ 
ing very low temperatures. 
They made a perfect partner¬ 
ship. Kurd’s deep knowledge 
and understanding of die mag¬ 
netic phenomena combining 
with Simon* knowledge of 
thermodynamics. 

At the outbreak of war. 
Kurti and Simon worked on 
the atomic bomb project and 
did not resume low-tempera- 



Kujti; from the atomic bomb to reverse baked Alaska 


ture physics until 1945. Kurd 
remained fascinated by the 
race between the Allies and 
the Germans to create the 
bomb, and in the early 1990s 
was among those who pressed 
the Government to release the 
Farm Hall transcripts, record¬ 
ings of the conversations of six 
German physicists in intern¬ 
ment in Britain when they 
heard the first news of the 
attack cm Hiroshima. 

Back at the Clarendon. 
Kurd and Simon devoted 
themselves to achieving, at the 
lowest possible temperatures, 
the alignment of the nudear 
spins of atoms. They succeed¬ 
ed in 1951. and in collaboration 
with other nudear physicists, 
used the method to study the 
direction in which radiation is 
emitted from the nudeus. 
Using very high magnetic 
fields. Kurd and Simon and 
their associates succeeded in 
1956 in reaching a tempera¬ 
ture of about a hundred 
thousandth of a degree above 
absolute zero. 

Kurti was appointed Profes¬ 


sor of Physics at Oxford in 
1967, and became heavily 
involved in many scientific 
organisations. He described 
his hobby as ‘'cooking, enjoy¬ 
ing its results and judiciously 
applying physics to the noble 
art of cookery”. Among the 
most striking results of this 
interest was his invention, 
with the aid of a microwave 
oven, of reverse baked Alaska, 
frozen on the outside but hot 
inside. He also showed that a 
soft-boiled egg free from the 
risk of salmonella could be 
achieved by immersion in 
water at 62 C for 20 minutes. 

Elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society in 1956. he was 
appointed CBE in 1973. In 
1988. at the age of 80, he 
offered to be part of a “flying 
squad” of elderly nuclear scien¬ 
tists willing to travel any¬ 
where in the world to help to 
tackle a nuclear disaster. At 
that age, he argued, radiation 
that induced a cancer was 
unlikely to abbreviate his life. 

He leaves his widow and 
two daughters. 


JANE ANNAKIN 


Jane Annaldn. theatrical 
agent died from cancer on 
November 11 aged 54. 

She was bom on 
December 3L 1943. 

JANE ANNAKIN’s successful 
career as an agent for film, 
theatre and television was 
heavily Influenced by a child¬ 
hood spent on film sets, while 
her fatiier. the director Ken 
Annaldn. was at work on The 
Longest Day. Those Magnifi¬ 
cent Men ‘ in Their Flying 
Machines and Swiss Family 
Robinson. This suffusion in 
film-making and the film 
business made a great impres¬ 
sion on her, though not neces¬ 
sarily a positive one: at the age 
of eight she fell from a raft into 
the river on which her father 
was shooting Three Men in a 
Boat, she emerged soaking 
and resolute — film produc¬ 
tion would never be for her. 

At the age of 18 she enrolled 
in the Central School of 
Speech and Drama, studying 
sage management There she 
met Roger Williams, who was 
to remain at her side for the 
next 35 years. When she left 
Central she went to Ipswich 
Repertory Theatre as a stage 
manager, while Williams start¬ 
ed work as a theatre director. 
It soon became obvious that 
their life together lay in Lon¬ 
don, and they moved into a 
flat in South Kensington in the 
mid-1960s. They were to live in 
that flat unto their deaths. 

As Williams's career blos¬ 
somed and he branched out 
earning a reputation as a 
director of opera as well as 
theatre, Annakin took a job at 
the William Morris Agency. 
One of the driest dramatic 
agencies in the world, Wiliam 
Morris moved its European 
operations to London in 1965. 
headed by John Mather, and 
Annakin was employed as an 
assistant on the day the office 
was opened. 



Annakin: a skilful negotiator, she was a natural agent 


It soon became obvious that 
she was a natural agent, and 
she even declined a job offer 
from Walt Disney in favour of 
continuing with her agent's 
career. She represented actors 
on stage and television, 
among them Janet Suzman. 
Jenny Aguner, Leslie Ann 
Down and Patsy Ken sit 

During her career as an 
agent, many of her clients 
became her friends. Jeremy 
Brett, best known for his 
portrayal of Sherlock Holmes, 
was one of them and, when 
Annakin switched to represent¬ 
ing writers and directors in 
1972. he remained her only 
actor client until his death in 
1995. 

Among those whose careers 
she subsequently handled 
were Frederic Raphael, Jack 
Rosenthal, Charles Wood, El¬ 
ijah Moshinsky. Dick Clem¬ 
ent and Ian La Frenais, and 
many others. She was greatly 
respected throughout the in¬ 
dustry. and her obvious pas¬ 
sion for and commitment to 
her work were recognised by 
ail who had dealings with her. 
In 1987 she became joint 


chairman of the Personal 
Managers Association. 

She first discovered she had 
cancer in 1994: in the same 
year. Williams also developed 
cancer, from which he died 
soon afterwards. Ann akin's 
will to survive was largely 
• fuelled by the prospect of their 
daughter. Alice, losing both 
her parents in her first term at 
Cambridge. 

After Williams's death, she 
used her four years in remis¬ 
sion to lead a full and busy life. 
After 32 years with William 
Morris, she moved to a small¬ 
er agency. London Manage¬ 
ment Almost all her clients 
moved with her. and many 
new clients joined her as she 
settled into her new job. She 
showed that she was still able 
to represent talented young 
writers, directors and produc¬ 
ers starting out in the indus¬ 
try, such as Rowan Joffe and 
Gareth Neame. She will be 
remembered as a strong and 
skilful negotiator, and as a 
dependable friend. 

She is survived by her 
daughter and grandson and 
by her parents. 


THE ARCTIC 
EXPEDITIONS 

(from iheAtkenaeum) 

We were ihe Erst to announce, a Tew weeks 
ago. (hat the Government purposed taking 
immediate steps io send out expeditions m 
search of Sir John Franklin and his party. We 
are now enabled to present our readers with 
the following particulars, which proceed from 
the highest official authority. Three expedi¬ 
tions will be sent io the Arctic regions; one will 
be despatched within the course of a few days 
to Behring* Straits; the second will sail early 
next spring to Baffin's Bay. and will be under 
the command of Sir James Ross; and the third 
will consist of an overland expedition to be 
placed under Ihe direction of Sir John 

Richardson. 

The boats, with their crews of 20 men. 
belonging to the last-named expedition, went 
out to Hudson's Bay during the late summer, 
and intelligence of their safe arrival at York 
Factory and departure for the interior has 
reached this country. They were to winter at 
Cumbertand-house. or ai Saskatchewan river, 
and as soon as the navigation opens in the 
spring are to resume their journey io the 
Mackenzie River. Sir John Richardson and 
another officer will leave England, in March 


ON THIS DAY 

November 27,1847 


In May 1845 Sir John Franklin set off 
in the Erebus and Terror to find the 
Northwest Passage. Nothing was heard 
from them. In 1859 the ships were 
found, frozen in the ice. with evidence 
that Sir John had died in June 1847. 

next, for Canada; and. by travelling in light 
canoes by the usual route of the fur-traders to 
ihe northwest, they hope to overtake the boats 
in July and with them to reach the Arctic Sea 
in the beginning of August — with an ample 
supply of nutritious and solid food. The 
intention of this party is to trade Ihe coast to 
the eastward of the Mackenzie Rhrcr — to 
communicate with the various tribes of 
Esquimaux, in expectation of gleaning some 
tidings of the discovery ships — to examine 
Wollaston Land, and trace, as tar as 
practicable, any inters that may lead in the 


north and when the season doses, to repair id 
winter quarters at Great Bear Lake, by ihe 
Copper Mine River. The boat parties to be 
sent out from the vessel which is to winter 
within Behring's Straits, together with parlies 
over the ice in the spring, will, it is hoped, fully 
explore the sea to the westward of the 
Mackenzie — and as one of Sir James Ross’s 
ships is to stationed in Lancaster Sound, 31 the 
north end of North Somerset, parties sent out 
thence, both to the northward and southward, 
will explore that nrighbourhoood. Another of 
Sir James’s ships will push on io Banks Land, 
and in like manner send out exploring parties 
in every direction... 

Notwithstanding that the Admiralty have 
judged it prudent to prepare for these 
extensive searches, we are gratified at bring 
informed that most of the officers, who are 
qualified io judge in these maners. continue to 
hope that Sir John has succeeded in passing 
Bril ring's Straits. Had his vessels beat nipped 
m the ice he would, we are assured, have 
returned to England about this time. As he 
has not done so they consider it probable that 
he succeeded in getting so well to the 
westward ihe first year that he has been able 
to dear Behring’s Strait this October, in which 
case they would look for tidings, either 
through Russia or by the Isthmus of Panama, 
in February next. 
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NEWS 


Pinochet ‘unfit to stand trial’ 

■ General Augusta Pinochet 83. was assessed by a 
psychiatrist yesterday as his lawyers prepared an attempt to 
persuade Jack Straw that he is mentally unfit ta stand trial The 
former Chilean dictator is said to be suffering from a stress- 
related disorder which could give the Home Secretary legal 
grounds to refuse to extradite him to Span. 

He is under the care of die medical director of the 
Grovelands Priory Hospital, north London, where he has been 
recovering from spinal surgery.Page 1 

Blair addresses Eire parliament 

■ Tony Blair used the first speech ever delivered by a British 

Prime Minister to Ireland’s parliament to herald die end of 
centuries of Anglo-Irish emnity and the start of a new era of 
friendship and co-operation--Page 1 


Rape family’s tragedy 

The suffering of a family was 
disclosed after a burglar was giv¬ 
en five life sentences for rape. As 
William Kenealy went to prison it 
emerged that the girl’s sister had 
drowned and her body lay undis¬ 
covered for two weeks — Page I 

Child jail troubles 

Eleven teenage tearaways are to 
be removed from Britain's trou¬ 
bled first child jail after the Home 
Office ordered urgent reforbish- 
ments and improvements in staff 
training and control-Page 1 

Boost for fathers 

A judge gave a boost to “father 
power" by ruling that a father 
was the right parent of a broken 
marriage to bring up his two- 
year-old child.. Page 3 

Plan to beat poverty 

A radical, uncosted plan to close 
the health gap between rich and 
poor by eliminating poverty was 
put forward by an independent 
Government inquiry.Page 11 

Judge pays costs 

Judge Richard Gee. who escaped 
a second fraud trial after doctors 
said the ordeal could drive him to 
suicide, failed to have his legal 
costs refunded_Page 13 

Loss for Blair 

Tony Blair is about to lose one of 
his closest aides and is struggling 
to find a replacement to take on 
the treadmill of life inside his 
private office.Page 14 


Japan angers PoWs 

British veterans who suffered at 
the hands of the Japanese in pris¬ 
on camps during the Second 
World War expressed outrage 
aver the decision by a Tokyo court 
to reject their claims for 
compensation.Page 16 

Aslan riff 

Asia’s two great powers were at 
diplomatic loggerheads after fail¬ 
ing to sign a text in which Japan 
was to have apologised for war¬ 
time atrocities.Page 17 

Holocaust blacklist 

Israel is demanding more access 
to international Holocaust-era ar¬ 
chives and has published a 
“blacklist" of repositories it says 
have obstructed researchers, in¬ 
cluding MI5 .Page 18 

Ex-President flees 

The Reverend Canaan Banana. 
62. Zimbabwe's first head of state, 
was convicted of 11 charges of 
homosexual abuse. He has fled to 
neighbouring Botswana, and is 
seeking political asylum. Page 19 

The Schroder effect 

Attempts to depict Gerhard Sch¬ 
roder as a Teutonic Tony Blair 
may be fer off the mark, but h is 
arrival in power will recast the 
European landscape-Page 20 

Russian ‘blackmail’ 

President Yeltsin's former chief 
bodyguard accused a financial 
magnate of trying to blackmail 
the president’s family_Page 21 


Santa gets education clause 

■ Rex, a middle-aged man who answers only to the name of 
Father Christmas, is running Britain's first course in Santa 
Clausing. Three students at an adult education college are 
learning how to befriend children without scaring parents. 
Today’s Santas have to study voice projection and produce a 
police certificate proving they have a dean record Page 5 



Dermot Cronin,_ 

ceremony attended by 


Principal Keeper of North Foreland Lighthouse at Broadstairs, which became fuUy yesterdayata 

ed bytoeDukerf Edinburgh. Walney Lighthouse, Bamw-m-Furness, is now Britain s last to be fully manned. 


M&S shares dip; Shares in Marks 
& Spencer fell almost 6 per cent on 
confirmation of the appointment of 
Peter Salsbury as chief executive, 
with Sir Richard Greenbury re¬ 
maining as non-executive 
chairman... Page 29 

00 threat Thousands of jobs could 
be lost in Britain if Exxon and 
Mobil receive regulatory approval 
for a proposed £145biIIion 
merger.....--Page 29 

US deal: J Sainsbury is expanding 
in America with the £294miIlion 
purchase of Star Markets in New 
Hampshire.—Page 29 

Markets; The FTSE100 rose 72£ to 
5827.9. The pound fell .06 cents to 
$1.6612 and .27 pfennig to 
DM2.8297. The pound index fell to 
I0I.6 from IOi.7_Page 32 


SPORT 


Tennis: Tim Henman and Greg 
Rusedski face each other today in 
the ATP world championship. 
Henman has already qualified for 
the semi-finals after defeating Alex 

Corretja in three sets-Page 56 

Cricket: England delayed selection 
of their team for the second Test 
against Australia in Perth when 
Graham Thorpe suffered a recur¬ 
rence of his back injury—Page 56 

Football: Liverpool are set to com¬ 
plete the signing from istanbulspor 
of Jean-Michel Fern, a defensive 
midfield player who has played five 
times for France-Page 52 

Rugby union: Andy Irvine re¬ 
signed from his post on the Scottish 
RU, pouring scorn on the general 
committee and its executive chair¬ 
man. Duncan Paterson_Page 53 


ARTS 


On song: Lesley Garren sings a 
traditional Rosina in The Barber of 
Seville at the Coliseum, and proves 
that you can hear every word a 
soprano sings...Page 3S 

School rules: "If you want to create 
a cultured nation, you first create 
cultured children"— Richard Mor¬ 
rison states the obvious, and hopes 

somebody is listening-Page 39 

Pop 1: Joels Holland on the 
Thames Basin v the .Mississippi 
Delta for rhythm and blues (the 
Thames is better); plus CaitHn 
Moran on real lyrics, and new jazz 
albums__Page 40 

Pop 2: David Sinclair reviews the 
best of the week's new pop albums: 
plus the Lighthouse Family in con¬ 
cert, and a jazz singer who delivers 
a surprising punch.Page 41 
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TOMORROW 


IN THE 

SATURDAY TIMES 

■ DANNY’S BACK 
Danny Baker resumes 
his Saturday 
football column 

■ THE THUG’S THUG 
Meet Vinnie Jones, the : 
footballer who turned 
violence on the pitch 
into a screen career 



Fables and foundlings: The aban¬ 
donment of children by their par¬ 
ents has a long history’-—Page 23 
Parking rage: “Most drivers in 
London are trying to find a place to 
park so they can finally get out and 
do last year’s Christmas shop¬ 
ping.” says Joe Joseph Page 23 


STYLE 


White magic Jane Shilling sug¬ 
gests a foray into snow white or 
ivory..Page 22 


MEDIA 


Italian job: Rupert Murdoch tells 
Raymond Snoddy about Milan- 
based News Corp Europe and his 
plans to forge a European 
partnership......Page 43 


Preview: Bullets fly as a police 
informer gets violent Dangerpeid 
(BBCI, 9.30pmf. Review: Paul 
Hoggart on Jools Holland doing a 
judifh Chalmers.Pages 


OPINION 


1 


A debt unpaid 

China's overture has been ill-re¬ 
warded by Japan’s Government, 
which has gratuitously angered 
and offended all Chinese by its 
stubborn and foolish refusal to in¬ 
clude in the joint communique the 
simple word, sorry-—Page 25 

Gentlemen & players 

Some cogs in the machinery of 
government are bigger than others. 
The forthcoming departure of John 
Holmes will leave an especially 
large hole at the centre of DOwning’ 
Street-Page 25 

Free books for schools 

Oliver Goldsmith thought the plea¬ 
sure of reading an excellent book 
was like gaining a new friend. Sad¬ 
ly, some children never make such 
friends- -Page 25 


COWANS 


Christmas books: Inside today’s 
paper: A 16-page guide on what to 
look for in the bookshops this 
Christmas. 
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It is probable that for the majority 
of Chileans, the derision by the 
Law Lords of Great Britain, who 
reversed this country’s High Court 
derision this year which recognised 
the lifelong immunity of state for 
Senator Augusto Pinochet, came as 
a surprise. Most Chileans think 
that for the tranquillity of our coun¬ 
try, he must return immediately. 

— LaTercera, Chile 


PHILIP HOWARD 

The great dead thinkers have at 
bottom a good sense which is badly 
needed in the scrums and the sad¬ 
dles of English sport of pigs man¬ 
aged by donkeys-Page 24 

SIMON JENKINS 

Like the storyteller, the bookshop 
carries the message. It watches, 
listens, holds the tribal secretstight 
bound on its shelves. Like the stop*- 
tdler. it refreshes its message with 
new titles every day-Page 24 

MARY ANN SE1GHART 

Standards of state secondary 
schools in London are shockingly, 
disgracefully bad. The world-class 
capital city has a third-class 
education_Page 24 


SI SM 


Canon Peter 'Boulton, former 
Chaplain to the Queen; Professor 
Nicholas Kuril, physicist; Roland 
Alphonso, saxophonist; Jane 
Annakln, theatrical agent.Page 27 


Pinochet judgment; National Trust 
policies: stewardship of country¬ 
side; demise of poetry list; electoral 
dosed lists: non-payment for water, 
Wooster monocle; expletives not de¬ 
leted; irritating expressions; M&S 
difficulties...—Page 25 
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ACROSS 

I Book, one passed on to descen¬ 
dants by relative (7). 

5 Man about to foil to take catch, 
for example (7). 

9 insect flew pointlessly into food 
store pj. 

10 Show, not a delightful enter¬ 
tainment (5). 

11 Apocalyptic future vision war- 
riot's given to his continent 
(5,33}. 

13 In summary, have finished strug¬ 
gle with wife ( 8 ). 

15 Compelling dope to stay in bed 
«■ 

17 Notice annual’s accommodated 
on Ark. for example ( 6 ). 

19 Writer's block restricting girl ( 8 ). 

22 Seen fawning revoltingty round a 
king, Ulysses* successor (9,4). 

25 River commonly said to be dark 
brown (5). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20,959 


fflQSSH HEEfflEEnEO 
QSBffiBQEQ 
EJSlilginfllSllB 0HMHS 
SSBfflHHfflB 
raamnna naossnon 

0 0 S 13 El Q 

HamBSQHn 
HEBE HBSBBSEDHHH 

h b b a m za 
[SBsnHQraB seshhb 
HBEnasiQiii 
gnwnn HGUHoiHEiifss 
aEBQEEBC] 
KOHfflOBHHa QEHina 


26 Party organiser has circular for 
collection (4-5). 

27 Banshee possibly could do for 
one declining (3-4}. 

28 Well-bred set capturing record? 
Almost (7). 

DOWN 

1 Mock exam’s beginning after 
major upset (4). 

2 Bigwig — why he eats off his bp? 

3 No bath for Solomon’s mother 
before stale visit from here?©. 

4 Stuff for treating water succeeded 
with greater regularity ( 8 ). 

5 Old satirist is boring to study ( 6 ). 

6 Test of opinion gets desperate 
measure cut (5.4). 

7 Popular part of the Bible? Just die 
opposite (7). 

S Sort of electronics firm, say (5~5). 

12 Winning hand producing sign 
the king's embarrassed? (575). 

14 See strange tree on hillside show¬ 
ing lots of spiny segments (?). 

16 Getting down overheads in court? 
Excellent! (S). 

18 Works collected in No. 10. per¬ 
haps? (7). 

20 Four expelled from government 
and put to death {7}. 

21 Largely mysterious success for 
naturalist (6). 

23 Part in theatre needed in kitchen- 
sink work? (5). 

24 Pyramidologist reveals pagan 

statue (4). 

Times TWo Crossword, page 56 
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HOURS OF DARKNESS 


c 


Sunrises: 
738 am 


Moon Ms 


first quanw today 
London 3 58 pm to 759 wn 
Bristol 4.Q8 an to 7 49 am 
EtUntaagh 3 48 pm as a Mam 
Man ch ester 357 pm to 7 57 am 

Penzance 428 pm to 7.55 am 


Sun sate 

358 pro 

Moon rises 
1.15 pm 




□ General: doudy; rain and drizzle rn the 
morning, dry and mSd this afternoon. 
Scotland wet all day. Northern Ireland may 
have a few brief bright Mervate in east 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central N & S England, E Midlands, E 
England* cfoudy, rain and drizzle moving 
in from west but dying out this afternoon 
and becoming mild. Moderate SW wind. 
Max 13C{55F). 

□ W Midlands, Channel Isles, SW 
England, Wales, NW England, Lake 
District, Isle of Marc did morning with 
sporadic rain, drier and milder afternoon 
with chizzle confined to western coasts and 
hills Moderate SW wind. Max 13C (55F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh A Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Morey Firth, NE Scotland: 


Central 

Argyll, NW Scotland: mHd 

: with rain at times. 


ci 
mild. 
(54F). 


becomingi 
S to SW wind. Max l! 


□ SW Scotia nd, 

Highlands, 
and overcast 

over mountains. Strengthening SW 
Max 12C (54F). 

□ Orkney, Shetland; cfoudy, outbreaks 
of rain and drizzle. Stiff S to SW wind. Max 
IOC (50F). 

□ Northern Ireland: patchy rain and 
drizzle /his morning, mostly dry Jhis 
afternoon wtth a few bnght spefis in east. 
Mftd but Hustoy SW wind. Max 13C (55F). 

□ Irish Republic: mostly cloudy with rain 
or drizzle In S and W. Fresh SW wind. Max 
14C (57F). 

□ Outlook: Scotland and Northern Ireland 
a little colder on Saturday, with sunshine 
and showers. England and Wales mild and 
wet. Simday colder everywhere with sunny 
speBs and 3howers; prolonged rain will 
reach the vvest in the afternoon. 
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for UK newspaper: hi997 
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Changes to the chart bekw from noon: tow J wall move northeast and fill; lewM 
will drift east and deepen; highs E and F will join and build over the Azores 
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Z BNU RESCUE UPDATE - 27 NOVEMBEIrT 

Total number of lives saved so far this year: 

Total number of lifeboat launches so far this year. 4 970 

Cost to RNU per day: fl97lo00 

Cost to taxpayer: « 

To make a donation, telephone: ogW) 543210 
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BUSINESS 

Fabric of textile 
industry woven 
into new pattern 

PAGE 33 



ARTS 

Lesley Garrett plays 
beautifully to the 
Coliseum crowd 

PAGES 38-48 



MEDIA 

Rupert Murdoch 
talks to 

Raymond Snoddy 
PAGES 42-45 
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M&S board reshuffle fails to win over City 
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By Sarah Cpwixciiam 

MARKS & SPENCER shares dived 
6 per cent yesterday as investors vent¬ 
ed their disappointment with the re¬ 
tailer’s boardroom reshuffle which 
they said did not go far enough. 

The company announced that 
Peter Salsbury. who has worked 
there for 28 years and was the favour¬ 
ed candidate of Sir Richard Green- 
> bury, the current chairman and 
* chief executive, is to be appointed 
chief executive, starting in February' 
next year. 

Sir Richard, 62. is staying on as 
non-executive chairman, but will re¬ 
tire a year earlier than expected, in 
July 2000. His deputy. Keith Oates, 
whose attempt to replace him 
caused the boardroom crisis three 
weeks ago. has agreed to take early 
retirement. 

The news was followed by a drop 


in M&S"s share price from 445l-p io 
421 p. The company did not appoint 
an outside deputy chief executive, a 
mow that some institutional share¬ 
holders had been pressing for. 

‘They' are merely giving the job 
|nf chief executive) to a man who, 
along with all the cm hers, is respons¬ 
ible for all the current problems”, 
John Richards, retail analyst at 8T 
Alex Brown said- “All that has hap¬ 
pened is that the one person who 
was from outside the company — 
namely Keith Oates — has gone.” 

One iv -ututionai investor de¬ 
scribed the changes as “an anti¬ 
climax” and said: “It is now up to the 
new team to address the problems." 

Analysts noted that, as part of his 
job as joint managing director. Peter 
Salsbury has had responsibility for 
the clothing ranges that have been 
selling so poorly this season and 
lhat were partly behind the recently 
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half profits. Mr Salsbury confirmed 
that trading—described as “a blood¬ 
bath” by Sir Richard at die interim 
results — is showing no signs of 


improvement Analysts also said 
that it may be hard for Mr Salsbury 
to put his imprint on the job with Sir 
Richard Greenbury still in place as 
chairman, albeit as a non-executive. 


M r Salsbury said lhat Sir Richard 
would not now' be working for the 
company part-time, but insisted that 
the relationship would work. ’The 
confidence I have is because he’s 
been very, very clear that this is a 
new learning situation for him. He 
has to learn to be a good non¬ 
executive chairman.” 

Mr Salsbury admitted that the 
boardroom row had damaged the 
company. ‘The staff have hated iL 
They have not only had comments 
from customers, hut they are also 
very proud of the company. We are 
attempting from this morning to re¬ 
build confidence." 

Keith Oates is currently negotiat¬ 
ing a settlement with the company. 
His payoff is expected to be consider¬ 
able. Had he stayed more years, 
until he was 60, he would have be¬ 
come entitled to a pension of two 
thirds of his final annual salary. 


There is an early retirement scheme 
set up by the company, under which 
directors can receive the equivalent 
of full pay until the age of 60 if they 
leave earlier, but this assumes 25 
years* service with the company. Mr 
Oates has worked for Marks & Spen¬ 
cer for 15 years. 

Mr Oates was paid a salary of 
£526.000 last year. His total pay, in¬ 
cluding bonuses, benefits and profit- 
sharing. w as £646,000. According to 
the company’s latest annual report, 
he also owns 307.574 shares in the 
company, worth £13 million, and 
options worth at least £23 million. 

He said he was disappointed to be 
retiring early from Marks & Spen¬ 
cer and “would very much welcome 
the challenge of one more full-time 
role in the UK or overseas". 


Commentary, page 31 
Textiles shake-ooL page 33 
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Merger 
talks 
send oil 
shares 
soaring 

By Carl Mortished and Oliver August 
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EUROPEAN oil shares were 
set alight yesterday over 
transatlantic rumours that 
Exxon and Mobil are plot¬ 
ting the world's largest indus¬ 
trial merger. 

Shares in Shell Transport, 
BP, Elf and Total climbed on 
hopes of a merger wave. The 
prospect of Exxon and Mobil 
• forming a $240 billion colos¬ 
sus, dominating the world oil 
industry was enough to shake 
off concern about the oil price 
that finished the day at just 
$10.96 a barrel and could soon 
sink below $10 a barrel. 

^ However, regulators in 
^Vashington and Brussels will 
be alarmed by the sight of two 
former Standard Oil compa¬ 
nies in talks that could re¬ 
assemble the bones of a cartel 
that was broken up in 1911. 

Both companies are descend¬ 
ants of John D. Rockefeller’s 
empire; Exxon was formerly 
Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
while Mobil was once Stand¬ 
ard Oil of New York, and both 
have large market shares on 
America's Eastern Seaboard. 
Their downstream interests in 
Europe would also lead to 
huge market shares in the UK. 
Benelux countries and Ger¬ 
many and an inevitable Euro¬ 
pean Commission inquiry. 

One US investment banker 
said: ‘The Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission cannot ignore it- The 
Vand mark case in FTC history 
-was the breakup of Standard 
Oil." . . 

But the weak oil price is re¬ 
writing the script and forcing 
companies into alliances in a 
desperate effort to cut costs. 
Talks between Exxon and Mo¬ 
bil follow the merger last sum¬ 
mer of two other former Stand¬ 
ard Oil businesses. BP’S take¬ 
over of Amocx) brought Stand¬ 
ard Oil of Ohio, owned by BP. 
back together with the former 


Standard Oil of Indiana in a 
deal that will save $2 billion 
with drastic cutbacks in staff. 

Fergus MacLeod, oil analyst 
at BT Alex Brown, sees die 
Exxon-Mobil talks as a poten¬ 
tial rerun of BP-Amoco. in this 
case, the parsimonious Exxon 
would weild the knife on Mo¬ 
bil’s assets. “Exxon consistent¬ 
ly has a return on capital a few 
points higher than Mobil. Exx¬ 
on would get an efficiency gain 
with somebody else's assets." 

A deal would not be without 
problems and in the UK the 
two companies would suffer 
huge upheavals. Esso UK has 
almost 3.000 staff including 
400 in subsidiaries and con¬ 
trols 16 per cent of the UK pet¬ 
rol market. However, its en¬ 
tire North Sea exploration in¬ 
terests are operated by rival 
Shell in a joint venture. 

Mobil has 1.800 UK staff, of 
which 400 are in Aberdeen or 
working offshore. Its down¬ 
stream interest are part of the 
BP-Mobil European down- 
sream joint venture. 

Industry experts reckon that 
Exxon might have to sell Mo¬ 
bil’s share of the joint venture to 
BP. Exxon-Mobil would other¬ 
wise end up with some 30 per 
cent of the market for refined oil 
products in the UK as well as 
huge market shares in The 
Netherlands and Germany. 

The pursuit of downstream 
efficiency has become a focus 
as the low oil price cripples up¬ 
stream profits. In Vienna yes¬ 
terday Opec foiled to extend 
last June’s production cuts and 
observers believe that Saudi 
Arabia has implicitly opted to 
keep oil prices low in a search 
for marke share. 

Exxon-Mobil would create a 
true giant with combined oil 
output of 2.3 million barrels 
and reserves totalling more 
than 20 billion barrels. 



Sainsbury’s in 
£294m US 
acquisition 

By Sarah Cunningham, retail correspondent 


J SA1NSBURY. the supermar¬ 
ket group, confirmed its deter¬ 
mination to become a big play¬ 
er in America by spending 
£294 million to acquire Star 
Markets, a chain of food stores 
based in New England. 

It is acquiring the business 
from Investcorp. the Bahrain 
investment group. Star Mar¬ 
kets has 25 supermarkets and 
24 superstores in the Boston 
and Cape Cod area and on- 
ploys 10.000 people. 

Sainsbury’s already owns 
Shawls, a 126-store chain of 
supermarkets that operates in 
six New England states and 
employs 22,000. The deal will 
mean its marker share in New 
England will rise from 15 per 
cent to 21 percent 

“We believe that we’ve got a 
very strong business in the 
US, and are committed to ris¬ 
ing to $10 trillion (£6 billion) of 
US sales over the next five to 
seven years,” Dino Adriano, 
chief executive, said. Star Mar¬ 
kets had turnover of about $1 
billion last year, and the deal 
will take Salisbury's total 
sales in the US to $4 billion. 

Star Markets made a loss be¬ 
fore tax of $83 million. Of the 


total of $490 million that Salis¬ 
bury's is paying. $269 million 
is to pay off debL Sainsbury’s 
believes that, within three 
years, it can save $40 million a 
year from centralising servic¬ 
es. purchasing and other func¬ 
tions. 

Mr Adriano said that white 
consolidation among the larg¬ 
er US players is moving fast, 
there are still many opportuni¬ 
ties to buy smaller operators. 
The deal should provide $14 
million of synergies 

Questions were raised over 
Salisbury's overseas strategy 
after it sold its 20 per cent 
stake in Giant Food, a much 
larger US supermarket busi¬ 
ness, to Ahold, the Dutch 
group, earlier this year. It had 
been expected to bid for Giant 
Ahold also owns the Stop & 
Shop supermarket business 
which is the market leader in 
New England with 27 per cent 

Sainsbury’s shares slid back 
from 528p to 5I5p on news of 
the deal. “At least it has be¬ 
come dear that it is a buyer 
rather than a seller. But it will 
be the next deal that is interest¬ 
ing, not this one." said one 
City analyst 
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Hopes of 
rate cut 
boost FTSE 

THE FTSE 100 advanced 72.6 
to 5,827.9 yesterday amid ris¬ 
ing hopes of another immi¬ 
nent cut in base rates. 

The Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry cut its forecast 
for United Kingdom growth 
next year and joined the Brit¬ 
ish Chambers of Commerce 
in demanding a reduction in 
interest rates to help industry 
avert recession. 

The confederation’s latest 
monthly industrial trends sur¬ 
vey, published yesterday, indi¬ 
cates that total order books re¬ 
mained at their lowest point 
since 1992. 
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Ralph Findlay, left, Wolverhampton & Dudley Breweries finance director, and David Thompson 

Marston’s denounces 
£262m bid by W&DB 


MAR5TTON. Thompson & 
Evers bed. the Pedigree bitter 
brewer, yesterday branded a 
£262 million bid from Wolver¬ 
hampton & Dudley Breweries 
as “unwelcome" and “wholly 
inadequate". 

W&DB, which signalled its 
interest two weeks ago. is offer¬ 
ing 2S0p a share — J82p in 
cash and the rest in shares. 
Marston’s shares rose 41p to 
287f^p. as analysts predicted 
that W&DB would have to 
sweeten its offer. 

Marston’S said that it would 
consider improving its own 


By Dominic Walsh 

scheme to use the sale of its 
tenanted pubs to return £60 
million to shareholders. The 
disposal, via a securitisation 
deal with Nomura, the securi¬ 
ties house, would raise E137 
million. 

The bid puts the spotlight on 
Mansion's special meeting on 
December 9. when investors 
will vote on the securitisation. 
The W&DB offer is condition¬ 
al upon the sale of the tenan¬ 
cies not going through, al¬ 
though Marston’s pointed out 
that a clause in the Wolves 
offer meant that shareholders 


could approve securitisation 
and still weigh their options. 

David Thompson. W&DB 
managing director, said that a 
merger would bring £12 mil¬ 
lion of cost savings, although 
there would be no brewery clo¬ 
sures. It would “build a strong 
platform on which to compete 
against the national brewers" 
and he expected no problems 
with monopolies issues. 

W&DB lifted full-year pre¬ 
tax profits 4.7 per cent, to £45 
million- Earnings per share 
reached 5l.6p (46£p>. A I331p 
final dividend makes 20_57p. 


Sheikh breathes life into Dragon 



: By Saeed Shah 

SHEIKH Hamdan aJ-Maktoum. the 
■ racehorse owner, yesterday emerged 
vas the driving force behind a plan to 
'^revitalise Dragon Oil. one ofthe more 
exotic companies in London’s be¬ 
leaguered energy sector. 

The sheikh is chairman of Emirates 
National Oil Company (Enoch owned 
by the Government of Dubai, which 
yesterday acquired a 46 per cent inter¬ 
est in Dragon Oil. triggering a manda- 
toiy takeover for the business. 


The shares are being acquired from 
Satellite Overseas, the investment 
vehicle of Arifin panigoro, the Indone¬ 
sian businessman. Mr Panigoro. chair¬ 
man of Dragon, offered the stake for 
sale in May. seeking to raise funds at a 

time when his diverse business inter¬ 
ests were severely affected by the Asian 

credit crunch. _ . 

Enoc is acquiring Mr Panigoro*s 
shares at I5p a share, a discountto 
Thursday's closing price of 18fcp. The 
shares have fallen sharply from 7->^p 
over the past 12 months, with investors 


taking fright at the uncertain outlook 
for oil prices and the absence of an obvi¬ 
ous buyer for Mr Panigore’s shares. 

However, yesterday’s news lifted the 
shares 2p to 2Dtep. Mr Panigoro is 
resigning from the board of Dragon as 

pan of the deal. 

Dragon's main interest is in a 
Turkmenistan production licence in 
the Caspian, which has proven and 
probable reserves of about 600 million 
barrels of oil and about three trillion 
cubic feet of gas. 

In July the company completed the 


first crude oil swap by a commercial 
company operating in the Caspian 
with the National Iranian Oil Compa¬ 
ny after signing a long-term swap with 
Iran in March. 

Dragon was formed as Oliver 
Resources in 1981 by Oliver Waldron, a 
former Irish rugby international. 

Now chief executive, he said 
yesterday the deal offered by al- 
Maktoum promised “terrific syner¬ 
gies*’, as Enoc is an upstream opera¬ 
tion whereas Dragon is a down¬ 
stream oil company. 
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With the growing demand for rental accommodation, 
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CBI slashes growth forecast back to 0.7% 


by Janet bush, economics editor 

THE Confederation of British Indus- 
trv yesterday slashed its forecast for 
UK growth next year and, along with 
the British Chambers of Commerce, 
demanded another cut in base rates. 

The CBI is now expecting growth 
of only 0.7 per cent in 1999. below the 
Chancellors forecast of 1 to 1.5 per 
cent, and predicted that unemploy¬ 
ment would rise to more than two mil¬ 
lion. The new growth forecast is 0.5 
per cent lower than the one the CBI 
produced in August Growth of 1.8 
per cent is predicted for 2000. 

These forecasts coincided with the 


CBl's latest monthly Industrial 
trends survey which showed that 
total order books remained at their 
lowest point since 1992. Sterling's fall 
since the summer helped export or¬ 
ders but domestic orders weakened- 
The most dramatic feature of the 
survey, however, was its measure of 
price expectations which fell to their 
lowest level for 23 years and suggest¬ 
ed that manufacturing is now in the 
grip of outright deflation. Figures on 
price expectations for the coming four 
months showed that 34 per cent of 
companies predicted that prices 
would go down and only *1 per rent ex¬ 
pected diem to rise. 


Kate Barker, CBI chief economic 
adviser, said: “We face a major slow¬ 
down next year and the risks to 
growth are clearly on the downside, 
while inflationary pressures are 
slight” She called for a 05 per rent 
cut in base rates this month. 

Gilt prices reached their best levels 
for seven weeks on hopes that the 
Bank of England’s Monetary Policy 
Committee will cut base rates at its 
meeting on December 9 and 10. 

Testimony before the Treasury 
Select Committee yesterday by six of 
the M PCs nine members did nothing 
to dispel market hopes. 

Eddie George, Governor of the 


Bank, emphasised that the MPC 
would be as assiduous in avoiding an 
undershoot of the Government’s infla¬ 
tion target as an overshoot. He also 
said that this week's news of a record 
trade deficit in September would 
weigh in the committee's discussions. 

Meanwhile, Willem Butter. who 
called for a 0.75 per cent cut in rates 
in November but only got 050 per 
cent, said that he had seen nothing 
since that meeting to change his view-. 
This suggested that he will vote in 
favour of another 025 per cent 

The CBI said yesterday that it ex¬ 
pected rates to fall to 55 per cent by 
the middle of next year and stay at 


that level throughout 2000. Separate 
figures released yesterday by ir.s Brit¬ 
ish Bankers' Association showed '-ha: 
nei consumer credit rose by £2'?? tril¬ 
lion in October, a smaller rise than 
the £946 million recorded in Septem¬ 
ber. Within the total, people were opt¬ 
ing for structured personal loans rath¬ 
er than overdrafts or borrowing on 
credit cards. 

However, the Credit Card Re¬ 
search Group said ih 2 i credit and 
debit card spending jumped by 17 per 
cent in October having hit a record 
low of II per cent in September. 
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ICI sells 
power 
station 
to Enron 

By Carl Mortished 

ICI has agreed to sell a power 
station and utilities business at 
its Teesside chemical plant to 
Enron for GOO million, reviv¬ 
ing hopes that (Cl's disposal 
programme is back on track. 

The disposal programme 
had recently suffered setbacks 
with the Crosfidd sale scup¬ 
pered by US competition au¬ 
thorities. The company needs 
to sell remaining businesses to¬ 
talling some £15 billion in 
sales, a large component of 
. which is its ethylene cracker, 
or catalyst plant, also located 
on the Wilton site. 

BP owns 20 per cent of ICI’s 
cracker and is known to be in¬ 
terested as it still has a require¬ 
ment for more ethylene. Talks 
fell apart after the two compa¬ 
nies reached a deadlock over 
price but Mike Buzzacott of BP 
Chemicals reckons a deal is 
still on the table. 

The Wilton power station, 
built 50 years ago, mainly sup¬ 
plies steam to chemical custom¬ 
ers on Teesside. Profits from 
the plant and utilities were £35 
million last year and ICI said it 
would book a post-tax profit of 
£120 million on completion. 

Enron said that the Wilton 
power plant and utilities com¬ 
plemented its own Teesside 
Power Station, built some six 
years ago. Enron's 1,875 mega¬ 
watt plant is die largest gas- 
tired station in the world, 
dwarfing the 155-megawatt 
Wilton plant 


BA’s CityFlyer Express buyout 
reaps venture capital rewards 


By Adam Jones 

BRITISH ArRWAYS is buy¬ 
ing CityFlyer Express, one of 
its franchisees, for £75 million, 
leading to a windfall for ven¬ 
ture capitalists and managers. 

The deal has also prompted 
a new row between BA and 
Virgin Atlantic, which claimed 
yesterday that it was not given 
a fair chance to bid for the air¬ 
line itself. 

CityFlyer is the second-big¬ 
gest user of Gatwick Airport— 
after BA — running services to 
several European cities, includ¬ 
ing Amsterdam. Newcastle, 
Dublin and Zurich. Its staff 
wear BA uniforms and the 
planes are decorated with the 
full BA livery. 

In the last financial year, it 
made a pre-tax profit of £6.4 
million on sales of E89.4 mil¬ 
lion. CityFlyer is 40 per cent 
owned by staff, including Rob¬ 
ert Wright the co-founder, 
and Brad Burgess, the manag¬ 
ing director. The other 60 per 
cent is owned by a consortium 
of venture capitalists led fay 3i 
and including Mercury Asset 
Management, Gresham Trust 
and Friends Ivory & Sime. 

They are celebrating mas¬ 
sive increases in their capital. 
It is understood that Mercuiy, 
for instance, has turned an in¬ 
vestment of about £300.000 
into nearly £10 million. 

BA said the deal did not 
mean that it was abandoning 
its franchise system, the expan¬ 
sion of which had led some ob¬ 
servers to suggest—to the irri-. 



Brad Burgess, CityFlyer Express managing director, and Angela Lane, of 3i, celebrating the £75 million deal yesterday 


ration of Bob Ayling, fire chief 
executive — that it was seeking 
to become a “virtual airline”, 
contracting out much of the ac¬ 
tual flying and concentrating 
on marketing and sales. 

Mr Ayling said: "No job loss¬ 
es will result from the pur¬ 


chase and neither does it sig¬ 
nal a change in our franchise 
strategy of working with air¬ 
lines to spread our brand.’' 

Richard Branson said Vir¬ 
gin Atlantic had been ap¬ 
proached by HSBC die City¬ 
Flyer adviser, in the spring of 


this year as a possible buyer 
for CityFlyer. He said he was 
never supplied with a price de¬ 
spite requests and dauned BA 
might have had a secretive 
preemption right. 

BA and CityFlyer denied 
this yesterday but Mr Bran¬ 


son said he would pursue the 
matter with the Office of Fair 
Trading. 

One source dose to the dis¬ 
cussions with Virgin claimed, 
however, that Virgin had been 
asked to make an offer, setting 
its own price, but refused. 


IMF social policy 
tops G7 agenda 

By Janet Bush, economics editor 


THE Group of Seven industr¬ 
ialised nations is actively dis¬ 
cussing the idea of merging 
the interim and development 
committees of the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund. Such a 
merger would, for the first 
time, force the IMF to take ac¬ 
count of social and structural 
policies alongside financial 
and economic issues. 

Discussions about a merger 
are running in parallel to a 
French proposal, aired at the 
annual meetings of the IMF 
and World Bank in Washing¬ 
ton in October, that the inter¬ 
im committee should be 
strengthened and given execu¬ 
tive and voting powers. 

However, there is a growing 
view among G7 offidals and 
economic development profes¬ 
sionals that social policy has to 
be integrated into the main¬ 
stream work of the IMF and 
that, far from achieving this, a 
strengthened interim commit¬ 
tee would further downgrade 


social policy and the work, of 
the development committee. 

It is believed the World 
Bank, which is not represent¬ 
ed on the interim committee, 
supports a merger that would, 
for the first time, give it an ac¬ 
tive voice at the top table of pol¬ 
icymaking within the IMF. 

Social policy has been given 
far more emphasis than ever 
before since the Asian crisis 
erupted more than a year ago. 
In the G7 statement of October 
30, it agreed to a new World 
Bank emergency facility to pro¬ 
vide extra concessional fund¬ 
ing to the most vulnerable so¬ 
da! groups, saying that more 
attention should be given to 
the poor in times of crisis. 

It remains the case, howev¬ 
er, that IMF adjustment plans 
often mean cuts to soda! pro¬ 
grammes. The hope of those 
who support a merger be¬ 
tween the interim and develop¬ 
ment committees is that social 
spending could be ring-fenced. 


German’s 
withdrawal 
hits Scotia 

By Paul Dukman 

SHARES in Scotia Holdings 
fell 28i4p to 89p. dose to a 
record low, yesterday when 
Boehringer Ingelhetm termi¬ 
nated its agreement to devel¬ 
op Foscan, the cancer drug 
that is the British company's 
most important product 

The German pharmaceuti¬ 
cal company was one of two 
development partners that 
fast year agreed to pay Scotia 
up to $39 million (£23 mil¬ 
lion) for the rights to Foscan. 
which is activated by laser 
beam. This was regarded as 
an important validation of 
the drug. 

Boehringer lngelheim said 
It was dropping Foscan be¬ 
cause of the strength of its 
own cancer pipeline. It said it 
still believed Foscan was “an 
interesting and valuable prod¬ 
uct". Scotia said it remained 
optimistic about Foscan. It 
will not have to return any of 
the $21 million it has received. 


UK productivity 
data ‘flawed’ 

By Aiasdair Murray, economics correspondent 


GORDON BROWN’S efforts 
to address Britain's apparent¬ 
ly poor productivity record are 
likely to be futile because the 
problem has been greatly over¬ 
stated, a new report claims. 

The Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies argues that the figures on 
which the Chancellor has 
based his productivity cam¬ 
paign are flawed and that in re¬ 
ality there is tittle productivity 
gap between the UK and its 
main competitors. 

Mr Brown stated in die pre- 
Budget report earlier this 
month that UK productivity 
lags France and Germany by 
20 per cent and the US fay 40 
per cent. 

However, Rachel Griffith 
and Helen Simpson, the au¬ 
thors of Productivity and the 
Role of Government, argue 
that the Chancellor has failed 
to adjust his figures to take 
info account longer working 
hours in the US and the great¬ 
er proportion of out-dated 


plant machinery used by Brit¬ 
ish industry. 

If workers’hours are includ¬ 
ed in the calculation, the pro¬ 
ductivity gap with the US is 
halved. The gap almost entire¬ 
ly disappears if the data is ad¬ 
justed for the state of factory 
machinery. 

As a result, the report ar¬ 
gues that Britain's fundamen¬ 
tal problem is one of historical¬ 
ly low levels of investment It 
argues that policies outlined 
by Mr Brown to tackle this 
problem — including R&D tax 
credits, increased capital allow¬ 
ances for small firms and a 
change to the tax treatment of 
venture capital investments — 
will help tackle some of the 
problems. 

However, the IFS cautions 
that the benefits are likely to 
be limited because small firms 
do not account for a large over¬ 
all share of investment 
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Ian Livingstone, 
chairman of 
Eidos, opens up 
his office In 
Workstation 
plus 

Who really runs 
Britain's 
companies 



Cashflow bond raises 
£210m for RoadChef 


ROADCHEF. the motorway 
sendee station group in which 
Nikko, the finance house, took 
a 45 per cent stake earlier this 
year, has raised £210 million 
from investors with a bond 
issue using cashflow as securi¬ 
ty (Richard Miles writes). 

RoadChef was bought for 
£175 million by a consortium 
of Nikko's principal finance 


unit. RoadChef management 
and a fund advised by Cabot 
Square Capital. RoadChef sub¬ 
sequently absorbed Blue Boar 
and Take A Break, two small¬ 
er service station companies, 
in an £80 million deal. 

Tim Ingram Hill. RoadChef 
chairman, said the bond will 
fund expansion and refinance 
initial acquisition debt. 


Perpetual 
warning on 
volatility 

By Gavin Lumsden 

PERPETUAL, the fund man¬ 
agement group, achieved a 
222 per cent increase in pre¬ 
tax profits to £72.8 million in 
the year to September 30 but 
gave warning that earnings 
growth was at the mercy of vol¬ 
atile stock markets. 

An otherwise favourable fi¬ 
nancial year ended badly as 
world stock markets collapsed, 
wiping £15 billion off ftrpetu- 
al’s funds under management, 
more than twice the amount it 
took from new investors. 

Although assets under the 
company’s control have since 
recovered to E9.8 billion, this is 
£600 million less than Perpetu¬ 
al managed in March. 

Martyr) Arbib. chairman, 
said the progress of the stock 
market and the Government’s 
launch of individual savings 
accounts (Isas)—which will re¬ 
place ftps and Tessas from 
next April — were the “two 
challenging issues" faring the 
company in the coming year. 

If markets remained resil¬ 
ient the final sales of Peps 
would be “buoyant” he said. 
Thereafter, the complexity of 
Isas and their lower invest¬ 
ment lewis would result in 
“muted” sales for the second 
half of the year. However. Mr 
Arbib said this would be com¬ 
pensated for by Perpetual's en¬ 
try into the personal pensions 
market in the new year. 

ftrpetual is paying a final 
dividend of 3Sp, bringing the 
total for the year to 75p. up 
from 62p in 1997. 
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BOC sells Benelux 
and German units 

BOC GROUP, the UK industrial gases company, is selling its 
Benelux and German industrial gases operations to Air 
Liouide of France for £112 million. Announcing the safe, Dan- 
nv Rosenkranz. BOC chief executive, said: “It was ham to see 
our Benelux and German businesses reaching the necessary 
level of returns despite the excellent efforts of our people in- 
those territories.- In the year to September 30, the businesses, 
which accoumed for capital employed of £1102 million, con¬ 
tributed operating profits of £3 million. 

The four businesses being sold are Benelux Bulk & Tqn- 
naee. which operates a combined air separation unit and liq- 
uefier olam in The Netherlands; Benelux Compressed, which 
runs a cvlinder-filling plant in Belgium: German Hydrogen, 
which operates a hydrogen gas pipeline; and German Com¬ 
pressed. operator of a cylinder-filling facility in Germany. 
BOC vvfil use disposal proceeds io cut borrowings. BOC said 
that it expects the deal, which requires approval from competi¬ 
tion authorities, to be completed early in 1999. It said that it 
will continue to supply helium to a range of industrial buyers 
and to meet gas needs of European semiconductor customers. 

ICL signs for schools 

ICL. the information technology company, will today sign the 
first National Grid for Learning Private Finance Initiative 
contract. ICL says that the contract, worth £125 million, will 
give 14,000 Scottish schoolchildren throughout Moray access 
to the latest IT technology. The contract, to be launched today 
by Donald Dewar, the Scottish Secretary, will bring e-mail 
and controlled Internet access to every Moray schoolchild. 
Schools will ger more than 1,000 new computer terminals. 
Unfed to video-conferencing facilities and security cameras. 

Oftel wins court ruling 

THE High Court has upheld a ruling by Oftel, the telecoms 
regulator, that gives smaller mobile phone operators more 
marketing freedom. In May Oftel changed a rule that obliged 
all network operators to provide airtime to retailers selling 
mobile services directly to the public. Under the new rule 
small network operators, comprising Orange and 0ne20ne, 
can choose who they want to market their network services. 
The application for judicial review was made by Ceilcom and 
a number of other mobile service providers. 

Richemont suffers fall 

RICHEMONT, the Swiss investment company that owns 
Rothmans International tobacco and Vendome Luxury 
Group, suffered a 33 per cent fall in attributable profits to 
£193.9 million in the first half. Operating profits were 15.1 per 
cent lower at £479.1 million on turnover down 5.4 per cent to 
E2.19 billion. However, the group was confident annual earn¬ 
ings would not fall below the previous year's level despite ad¬ 
verse trading conditions. In the 12 months to the end of 
March attributable profits rase 27.4 per cent to £386 million. 

Delta in £27m disposal 

DELTA, the engineering and electrical group, yesterday an¬ 
nounced the £27 million sale of its materials business to Cerro 
Metai Products, part of the Marmon group of the US. The dis¬ 
posal comprises four companies based in the UK with 1,080 
employees. In 1997 the business earned operating profits of 
£3.9 million on sales of £66.4 million. Delta said “the outlook 
for the trading environment for these businesses remains 
extremely competitive”. Delta is currently reducing its asset 
base by 38 per cent Delta shares fell 2p to 127 S6p. 

Sedgemoor slips back 

SEDGEMOOR, the electronic component distribution com¬ 
pany, announced a drop in profits and sales due to “particu¬ 
larly harsh” market conditions. Pre-tax profits fell to £4-2 mil¬ 
lion from £7.2 million for the six months to September 30, on 
turnover on continuing operations down from £34.1 million 
to £30.4 million. Earnings per share were l.7p (32p) but the 
dividend was increased from 0.5p to 0.6p per share. Tim 
SallitL chairman, is retiring and will be replaced by David 
Tucker, who is currently a director of Wolseley and Rexam. 

Diploma dividend held 

DIPLOMA, the industrial distribution group, is maintaining 
a total dividend of 145p a share even alter suffering a fall in 
pre-tax profits to £13 million from £21.6 million in the year to 
the end of September. The profits fall was despite an increase 
in sales to £292.9 million from £2575 million. Earnings fell to 
ll.lp a share from 24.9p. The final dividend is lOp a share. 
The shares fell 7p to I56p yesterday. Christopher Thomas, 
chairman, said the company had endured “a demanding 
year with difficult market conditions”. 

Brockhampton ahead 

BROCKHAMPTON HOLDINGS, which trades as Port¬ 
smouth Water and supplies water to homes in Hampshire, 
and West Sussex, reported pre-tax profits for the six months to 
September 30 of £438 million, up from £4.18 million last time. . 
Turnover for the penod was little changed at £14.13 million 
(E14.10 million), despite a 23 per cent uplift in water charges; ' 
This was because of lower industrial demand and a reduced 
number of connections, the company said. Earnings per share 
were 05p (6.3p) and the interim dividend is I.7p (l,6p). 
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F or almost three weeks the 

???T xec 2 tlve d «rcctors of 
Marks & Spencer have 

SS < SP ,n l•' v «h a crisis. Brian 
Baldock and Dame Stella Rim- 

■J wS?”‘ m panicu!ar . have been 

\ working . extraordinarily lone 

" !££?‘25?* !° SOn ™ * 

debacle over who should 
nin the company. While this cru- 
aal issue for the future of the 
company was being decided, var- 
ous of their boardroom col¬ 
leagues were dashine round the 
world on behalf of other organi¬ 
sations. Conference calls aid com¬ 
munication but the unusual, and 

f? c T e ft ar 8 ue unnecessary, 
task of finding a chief executive 
in less than 20 days required the 
time-and-a-half involvement of 
those who were leading the hum. 
i ^uch crises are. of course, best 
ti avoided but in the real world 
leading companies will increas- 
mgly be caught by surprise by 
events. Thai is when the execu¬ 
tives call upon their nort-execu- 
pve colleagues and when the 
latter really begin to earn their 
fees, and more. 

If nonexecutive directors are 
to be valuable to a business, then 
they need to be able to do very 
much more than turn up for 
monthly meetings, although 
even dealing with the paperwork 
[or those can be a nme-consum- 
mg business. This raises the ques¬ 
tion of what commitment should 
be expected from a non-executive 
idirector, and what remuneration 
m return. 

Brian Baldock was paid 
E50.000 by M&S last year and 


Non-exec stress holds key at M&S 


Dame Stella, a former head of 
MIS. a meagre £34.000. At that 
level of remuneration, it is not. 
perhaps-, surprising that the 
majority of non-executives feel 
that they need lo assemble a port¬ 
folio of directorships to sustain 
themselves. 

These people may be brilliant 
minds, able to switch from one 
company to another, one indus¬ 
try to another, without any confu¬ 
sion or time conflicts. The legen¬ 
dary Lord Marshall, for in¬ 
stance. was this week merging 
Siebe with BTR without any hint 
of being preoccupied by the 
crowded agenda that he juggles. 

But if companies are to get the 
best from such talents, they may 
want rather more lime than 
some multi-directorship indiv¬ 
iduals can devote to them. 

At Marks & Spencer, the suc¬ 
cession has been settled — up to a 
point. A new chairman — a high- 
powered outsider, even if not 
Lord MacLaurin of Knebworth 
— will have to be found to suc¬ 
ceed Sir Richard Greenbury. In 
the meantime, the challenge for 
•the directors will be to ensure 
that Peter Salsbury is allowed to 
do the job he has been appointed 
to with support, but not dictator¬ 
ship. from the chairman. It could 
be a time-consuming challenge. 

Industry needs to give deep 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


consideration to the evolving role 
of non-executives, who are, in 
any case, mis-named. They may 
be part-time, but directors could 
hardly be more executive than 
Mr Baldock. Dame Stella and 
their colleagues have been forced 
to be in recent days. A new job 
description, and the money to 
make it worthwhile, could 
ensure that boards make a more 
positive contribution. Then some 
crises might even be avoided. 

Exxon follows the 
path of Saddam 

B ig oil has been cutting 
costs for most of the 1990s 
- to accommodate oil prices 
1 that refused to match the optimis¬ 
tic expectations on which boards 
had based their budgets. Eventu¬ 
ally it ran out of cuts and still the 
oil price fell Merging with rivals 
has become the only way to find 
new costs to cut and to deliver in¬ 
creasing returns that are just not 
available from normal trading. 
BP broke ranks when it agreed 


a $50 billion takeover of Amoco 
in the spring, creating the world's 
biggest industrial merger. Not 
forking. Now Mobil seems likely 
to become Exxon’s $60 billion 
Thanksgiving turkey, reuniting 
America's two biggest oil compa¬ 
nies 57 years after the US anti¬ 
trust authorities tore them apart. 

Amazingly, reconstituting the 
guts of the old Standard Oil 
would still make it only the third 
most valuable company on Wall 
Street. Once the two-day hiatus 
of Thanksgiving is past, both 
stocks can be expected to spurt, 
but "Exoil ,a is still likely to Lag a 
few dozen billion behind US 
General Electric and Microsoft, 
the trust busters’ latest target. 

The first truly global industry, 
the model for all future multina¬ 
tionals and intercontinental levia¬ 
thans, is no longer top dog. Infor¬ 
mation technology and pharma¬ 
ceuticals, which are less exposed 
to economic cycles, have rushed 
past Finance is on the march. 

Such new realities help to ex¬ 
plain how shares of the biggest 
corporations can keep rising, di¬ 


vorced from wavering and unpro- 
piiious economic prospects. In 
the era of shareholder value, eco¬ 
nomic reality is no excuse for the 
falling profits that Exxon and 
Mobil, along with other oil com¬ 
panies. will make this year and 
are likely to show nexL 

Losers must come up with 
something. Consolidation to cut 
competition aims to cut $2 billion 
a year from BP/Amoco‘s com¬ 
bined costs. "ExoU” might cut 
three times that, after an even 
bigger one-off massacre of jobs. 

Regulators no longer seem to 
worry so much about mergers to 
consolidate troubled industries. 
That even applies to oil, whose 
competitive credentials always 
excite deep suspicions. 

Some assets would just have to 
be sold, in this case partly to BP. 
And if this deal founders, surely 
Mobil will merge with Chevron, - 
or buy Atlantic Richfield, and 
Exxon will find another partner. 

Wall Street's get-out is not, how¬ 
ever, available to the many devel¬ 
oping countries that rely on oil. 
which have seen its price fall to a 


quarter-century low in real l 
this week, and no longer 


! terms 
have 

enough power to fix the price. 

There might be a case for con¬ 
solidation there, too. allowing big¬ 
ger players to cut excess output. 
But when Saddam Hussein tried 
that on Kuwait, the authorities 
took a somewhat different line. 

Brown has his 
work cut out 

P roductivity always seemed 
an odd issue for Gordon 
Brown to make the core 
theme of the next Budget. The 
term itself is enough to send 
most of the population to sleep, 
while there is little agreement 
among the economics profession 
about how productivity can be 
effectively measured. It is the 
kind of issue normally best left to 
learned papers and earnest 
expert debate. 

None of this has deterred the 
Chancellor from using productiv¬ 
ity as a stick to proa Britain's 
management. Mr Brown has in¬ 
dicated that the Treasury will do 
what it can to improve Britain’s 
record but much of the impetus 
must come from industry itself. 
Yet this approach is littered with 
pitfalls, not least that it is unclear 
the productivity record of British 


industry is nearly as dismal as 
the Chancellor likes to claim. 

Yesterday it was the turn of the 
respected Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies to join the fray, pointing out 
that the data the Chancellor likes 
to wheel out is a little on the crude 
side. If working hours and the 
poor state of Britain's physical 
capital is taken into account, there 
does not appear to be much of a 
productivity gap. the IFS claims. 
The problem is one of underinvest¬ 
ment rather than productivity 
and here the Government is prob¬ 
ably more at fault than the pri¬ 
vate sector. The IFS concludes, in 
rather pessimistic fashion, that it 
will take at least a generation to 
turn Britain's investment perform¬ 
ance around. Even by the Chan¬ 
cellor's own high productiiity 
standards, he will have his work 
cut out solving this (me by March. 

Marley apparition 

MARLEY has spent the best part 
of a decade out on the tiles with¬ 
out attracting a partner. Nor was 
there, it seems, any prospect. In 
the end. frustrated value burner 
Phillips & Drew, still stuck with 
15 per cent of Marley shares and 
badly needing performance, has 
lost its patience and sponsored 
what amounts to a management 
buy-in. An all-share offer would 
leave Marley holders with 94 per 
cent of the combined group, but 
P&D is pledged to the cheeky out¬ 
siders’ break-up plan if no nor¬ 
mal bidder emerges. Sharehold¬ 
ers should not have to resort to 
quite^uch desperate measures. 
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Hostile bid 

rejected 
by Marley 

By Kim berly McDonald 


• ■ in 



MARLEY. the building materi¬ 
als group, yesterday rejected a 
E283 million hostile bid from 
John Mansfield, the timber 
merchant, calling the ail-share 
offer unacceptable. 

Mansfield, which is backed 
by Bryan Myerson and Julian 
Treger’s UK Active Value 
fond, said it was offering 15 
new shares in its company for 
every Marley share held. It 
said it would break up Marley 
by ousting its management 
team and selling its concrete 
and day business. 

The bid values Marley 
jt\ares at 97!*p. They leapt I3p 
•JBose at 98'Ap yesterday, indi¬ 
cating that the City believes 
that a higher offer for the 
group will materialise. 

Mariey's single largest 
shareholder is Phillips & 
Drew Fund Management, 
with 14.9 per cent It is irrevo¬ 
cably committed to accept the 
offer, and in an unusual move, 
agreed to underwrite Mans¬ 
field's bid costs in the event 
that a higher offer emerges. 

UK Active Value has a history 
of shareholder activism which 


has shaken up companies as 
diverse as Signet, Greycoat and 
Kenwood. It is chaired by Stuart 
Wallis, who made his reputa¬ 
tion turning around Fisons. the 
pharmaceutical group, and 
worked with UKAV on shaking 
up Scholl, the footwear and per¬ 
sonal products group. 

Mansfield said yesterday 
that MarleyS management 
had comprehensively Med its 
shareholders. “Mariey's recent¬ 
ly announced strategic review 
offers no realistic prospect for 
the enhancement of Mariey's 
shareholder value," it added. 

Analysts said the company 
has acquired various dispa¬ 
rate business in different geo¬ 
graphic areas and remains 
plagued by static sales and a 
languishing stock price. 

The last straw came last 
month, when Marley further in¬ 
furiated its institutional share¬ 
holders by allowing its chief ex¬ 
ecutive and other senior employ¬ 
ees to replace worthless options 
under the company’s share- 
save scheme with new. lower- 
priced options that were likely 
to yield a handsome profit- 



Weather 

restricts 

Fuller’s 


Two Laura 
Ashley 
factories go 



' By Dominic Walsh 

POOR summer weather and a 
big jump in development costs 
restricted half-year perform¬ 
ance at FbUer’s, the London 
brewer and pub operator. 

The group nevertheless lift¬ 
ed pre-tax profits by 8 per cent 
to £633 million in the half 
year to September 26. Earn¬ 
ings per share reached 17.89p 
(I6.73p) and the interim divi¬ 
dend per “A” share is 6 per 
cent higher at 332p. 

Fuller's lifted capital expend¬ 
iture from £7 2 million to £126 
million, much of the focus be¬ 
ing on Fine Line, its new bar 
concept. Four are already up 
and running and four further 
sites are in the pipeline. The 
recently acquired The Fence in 
(j="jtra] London is also to be 
rolled out as a retail brand. 

The difficult summer re¬ 
stricted like-for-like sales 
growth at its managed inns 
and hotels division to just I per 
cent The brewing division lift¬ 
ed own-beer sales by 8 per cent 
in a dedining ale market, 
although like-for-tike volumes 
in its tenanted estate were 3 
per cent down. 


By Sarah Cunningham 

LAURA ASHLEY, the trou¬ 
bled clothing retailer, is set to 
make about 170 staff redun¬ 
dant after dosing two of its fac¬ 
tories. The job losses will cost 
the company £2 million. 

An eleven-month search by 
the retailer has failed to find a 
buyer for its five factories. The 
two that are now set to dose 
are at Oswestry, Shropshire, 
and at Helmond, in The Neth¬ 
erlands. Oswestry employs 73 
staff while Helmond has 71. 
The company is cutting a fur¬ 
ther 28 jobs at its factory at 
Canto, in Mid Wales. 

Stephen Cox, company sec¬ 
retary, said that about 20 
more jobs are being created at 
Gresford. another of its Welsh 
factories, to take over some of 
the work done at the factories 
that are dosing. Gresford cur¬ 
rently employs 145 people, 
while Camo now has 203 and 
Texplan, the company's third 
Welsh factory, employs 212 

Redundancy and closure 
costs will come out of £9 
million se t aside last year. 

New pattern page 33 


Bristol United Press 
identifies bid targets 


BRISTOL United Press, the re¬ 
gional newspaper group, has 
identified a number of possi¬ 
ble targets for acquisitions 
^■^ymond Snoddy writes). 

‘'Hie group is encouraged m 
the search by the performance 
of Wessex Newspapers, 
most recent acquisition, which 
made an operating profit of 
E2.2 million in its second six 
months in group ownership. 

The Wessex result, achieved 


«d investment 

item, helped to 
pre-tax profits 
4 million in the 
September 30. 
with £6.9 mil- 
/id was after a 
optional profit 
newsagents, 
r share before 
se from I6.06P 
interim divi- 
p 12.5 per cent. 
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Global One . At France Telecom, partnership and teamwork lead to durable, effective solutions. Consider 
Global One, our three year alliance with Deutsche Telekom and Sprint. Together we created Global ATM: a new 
service operating on one of the world’s largest and most advanced ATM networks. Global ATM is a cost effective 
solution which already links more than 1,000 businesses in 13 countries at three times the normal speed. 
To find out more about France Telecom: www.francetelecom.fr 

You’ll be glad to have us on your team. 
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Eager insurers drool as 
GRE parades its wares 
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JUST like a Miss World 
contestant. Guardian Royal 
Exchange has no shortage of 
admirer?;. Bui instead of parad¬ 
ing on the beaches of The Sey¬ 
chelles, John Robins, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of G RE, has been strut¬ 
ring his siuff up and down the 
paved streets of the City. 

The shares shaded 3p to 
338p yesterday, but specula¬ 
tors say the price could be nea r- 
er 400p once the 1 group has 
chosen from the list of admir¬ 
ers eagerly making their pres¬ 
ence known. 

They are said to include the 
French insurers AXA and Ger¬ 
many's Aliianz as well as our 
own Norwich Union, Ip light¬ 
er at 440p, according to the 
influential fortnightly maga¬ 
zine Assuranti. 

Only last week. Mr Robins 
confirmed market speculation 
that tite group was looking for 
a suitable partner. Brokers say 
GRE knows it is just not big 
enough to cut much of a figure 
in the growing world market. 

Meanwhile,' Countrywide 
Assurance, where GRE has a 
16 per cent stake, firmed 2<*p 
to 1(4'-p. as a large line of 
stock went through. A total of 
2161 million shares, just over 
6 per cent, were sold at HOp be¬ 
fore being sold on at Hip. Was 
GRE the seller? A total of 45.91 
million shares had changed 
hands by the dose. 

The rest uf the equity mar¬ 
ket rebounded from two days 
of losses despite the absence of 
any lead from Waif Street. Re¬ 
ports overnight that Exxon 
and Mobil plan to merge re¬ 
kindled speculative support 
and got share prices in Lon¬ 
don off to a flying start. 

Continuing hopes of an im¬ 
minent cut in interest rates 
and another spate of takeover 
news also boosted sentiment 

The FTSE 100 index showed 
signs of running out of steant 
towards the dose, but still fin¬ 
ished 72.6 points up at 5.827.9, 
while the FTSE 250 index rose 
145 to 4.940.9. Total turnover 
reached 849 million shares. 

Smith Kline Beccham ad¬ 
vanced 7p in 742p despite 
Schraders' broking arm reduc¬ 
ing its recommendation from 
“add'' to “reduce". 

EMI continued to lose 
ground in the wake of this 
week's profits setback losing 
9p to 350p. Word is that BT 
Alex Brown, the broker, is idl¬ 
ing clients to “sell” and has set 
a target price or3d0p. 

Laura .Ashley is one of the 
market's worst performers 
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Laura Ashley held steady at J5p despite the news that the 
company is going to dose two of its manufacturing outlets 


this year. Even so, it held 
steady at 15p despite more 
bearish news that involved the 
closure of two manufacturing 
outlets. The shares have 
slumped from 161p last year. 

Keep an eye on Carlisle 
Holdings, the services group 
headed by Michael Ashcroft of 
ADT fame. The price rose lp to 
IS:ip as almost 3 million 
shares were traded. He has 


ploughed some E 90 million 
into the service company and 
is on the lookout for further 
suitable acquisitions. 

Further contraction among 
the advertising agencies is a 
possibility if the outcome of 
talks between Abbott Mead 
Vickers, 48fcp dearer at 
40S£p. and its rival Omni con 
come to fruition. 

Talk of a bid for Marfey has 
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THE brewers became ine¬ 
briated with news of Wol¬ 
verhampton & Dudley 
Breweries' bid for Marston 
Thompson & Evershed, up 
38p at 284tep. The terms 
value the Pedigree bitter 
group at £262 million and 
come ahead of a sharehold¬ 
ers' meeting to discuss the 
disposal of the bulk of the 
group's tenanted pub chain. 

Wolverhampton & Dud¬ 
ley made known its inten¬ 
tions a few weeks ago, but 
the move still excited the 
other brewers. There were 
gains for Greenalls, l4Kp to 
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356p. Bdhaven Breweries. 
6 k?p to 187Vip. Scottish & 
Newcastle, 18p to 744p. and 
Whitbread, I7p to 807p. 
Fuller Smith & Turner 
firmed 7v?p to 477Wp after 
profits news, while both 
Bass, up 58p at 848Mip. and 
Greene King. I4tfp dearer 
at 535p. advanced ahead of 
results next week. 

One brewing analyst 
said: “Consolidation is the 
only real option for many 
of the less robust regional 
players if they are going to 
have any chance of compet¬ 
ing against the big boys." 
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run almost as long as the 
Mousetrap. Now the final 
curtain may come down after 
a £283 million offer from 
Mansfield. Marley will resist 
the move. However, the 
group's biggest shareholder 
PDFM. with a 14.9 per cent 
stake, has accepted the terms. 

News of a bid approach 
hoisted BCH Group 49p to 

2 l8>Ap. 

OPEC’s failure to agree pro¬ 
duction cuts left the price of 
Brent crude hovering just be¬ 
low $11 a barrel. Losses were 
seen in Enterprise Oil, 14p to 
335p, British Borneo. fOp to 
1589p, Ranger Oil, 22£p to 
322£p, Hardy OQ. 9p to 
138«p. and XCL. lOp to ISOp. 

Kwfk Fit hardened 4V*p to 
550vsp as Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson, the broker, took an 
upbeat view of the shares. 

Scotia Holdings was the 
worst performer in the mar¬ 
ket. falling 28fep to 89pafter its 
German partner Boehringer 
Ingetheim pulled out of the 
programme to develop Fos- 
can. the neck-and-head cancer 
treatment, nion Group fell 
lOfep to 62p, on the back of a 
profits warning. A profits 
wanting also took a heavy toll 
on Devro. down 43l-=p to 
191 fcp. It expects pre-tax prof¬ 
its to come in at £40 million 
against £53 million last time. 

Share purchases by one di¬ 
rector were responsible for a 
rise of L5£p to 160p in Mac¬ 
donald Hotels. Donald Mac¬ 
donald. chief executive, has 
bought 10.000 shares at !32p, 
taking his holding to 5.23 
million, or 8.9 per cent 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond pric¬ 
es continued to build upa head 
of steam, with rises stretching 
to £2 in places among longer- 
dated issues. Another weak in¬ 
dustrial trends survey from the 
CBI and some upbeat com¬ 
ments from Eddie George. 
Governor of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land. paved the way for the lat¬ 
est surge. Mr George told MPs 
that interest rates would be cut 
aggressively if the inflation tar¬ 
get required it He also admit¬ 
ted that the latest trade deficit 
had increased the pressure for 
a cut in rates. 

In the futures pit. the Decem¬ 
ber series of the long gilt rose 
63p to £116.73 as 23,000 con¬ 
tracts were completed. In 
longs. Treasury 8 per cent 
surged £2 to £147.10. while in 
shorts Treasury 7 per cent 
2002 was 23p better at El0652. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
was dosed for Thanksgiving. 
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THERE is* much more io 3i than any old run 
of the mill inwsimem irusL.Increased^con¬ 
sciousness of iliis. along «wh mhef tha the 
net asset value dilution was less marked than 
some feared, helped A shares» die top of me 
FTSE 100 best performers chart foryestcraaj. 

What makes 3i different? As well as manag¬ 
ing its own assets, it is also winning mandates 
from outside investment institutions io man¬ 
age their allocations of venture and develop¬ 
ment capital. This earns Ji fees, but it also 
means that, if ii and the outside money invest 
in parallel. 3i* risk can he spread without 
handing opportunities to rivals. 

3 i is also differentiated from most invest¬ 
ment trusts through expertise. Since just after 
the Second World War the formerly monik - 
ered Investors In Industry has faen helping 
and profiting from small private companies. 


Its network of offices puts it nearer investment 
mportunites and its willingnea to get in- 
vSffin much smaller deals than many of-, 
the drt’iWsfe private equity hinds 
runs fewer riste of overpaying. Compare^ 
with mast smaller company and venrure^- 
tal investment trusts 3i is comfortjnylylarg. : 

Shares of 3i are valued pnmanly with refer- 
enato net asset value. The market is genet- / 
ous enough to price the shares at a pramun 
to NAV. where conventional trusts nde-« 
substantial discounts. But not only is 3i mudi 
more of a. business than simply an investor, its - 
impressive investment record in a tornd etm- 7 
ronmeni for small companies means it could J 
easilv be worth much more. > 

K may take rime for the rrue value of 3i to be 
appreciated. Di«o for small and1 unguoted 
companies. For the patient, it is a buy. 


Owo™.191V - 43V - IBS 

BPB..._. 217 - 42 - 16.2 

Wesl Hltlicae......245 - 27' - 100 

Jones Shipman.8 - V - 58 


BPB 

A MERE 1 per cent fall in the 
price of plasterboard can 
wipe £10 million off BPB’s an¬ 
nual profits. Tiiis explains 
why the City reacted so 
nervously lo news that BPB’s 
offices had been raided by 
European Commission offi¬ 
cials. in what is believed to be 
an investigation into anti¬ 
competitive behaviour. 

It was clear from yester¬ 
day's share price movement 
that many believe BPB's pric¬ 
es will be forced down as a re¬ 
sult of (his inquiry. Together 
with Germany’s Knauf and 
France's Lafarge the three are 
thought to control 95 per cent 
of the European plasterboard 
market and each could be 
fined up to 10 per cent of sales. 

In share price terms the 
worst is probably behind 
BPB but the EU's investiga¬ 
tion will hang heavily over 
the stock until it is completed. 


Yorkshire Water 

YORKSHIRE WATER is des¬ 
perately trying to shake off 
the shackles clamped upon it 
by Ofwat, the water regula¬ 
tor. But there arc doubts over 
whether it can diversify quick¬ 
ly enough to keep the interest 
of shareholders who are used 
to bumper dividend growth 
rather than the belt-tighten¬ 
ing that appears to be around 
the corner. 

Yorkshire's dividend has 
been growing by 6 to 8 per 
cent above inflation. That 
growth rate is certain to be 
hauled back after 3000. w hen 
Yorkshire faces an enforced 
15 to 20 per cent cut in aver¬ 
age household water bills. 

The utility may be able to 
persuade Ofwat to blunt its 
axe and cut bills by a smaller 
amount before tiic 2000 to 
2005 pricing system is final¬ 
ised next year. But this is not 
worth betting on, and whatev¬ 
er the outcome, it will not be 
easy for Yorkshire. 

To offset the turmoil in its 


And this could take some 
time. A similar inquiry into 
the cement industry lasted 
three years. 

Meanwhile, BPB's results 
were pretty much as expect¬ 
ed. Although volume growth 
is slowing, the market pene¬ 
tration of plasterboard contin¬ 
ues to advance. Growth is 
likely even in hard times and 
many builders in developing 


countries have yet to substi- 
tule traditional wet plaster for 
more versatile plasterboard.-- 
Revised end-of-year earn¬ 
ings per share forecasts put 
BPB shares on a forward p/e 
multiple of about 9.4. With. 
risk from the EU built in. this 
is a reasonable price. But 
even with share buybacks, 
still on the cards, short-term" 
growth is unlikely. ■ ■ i 
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core business. Yorkshire has 
btx;n building its non-regulat- 
cd activities. But the challenge 
of building up £35 to £40 mil¬ 
lion of unregulated profits a 
year by 2005 is a tali one. 
Operating profits from unreg¬ 
ulated activities were just £5.2 
million in the first half. At 
best, a hold. 


PERPETUAL shares have 
fallen a tone way since the 
heady days of summer but its 
market value is still a hand¬ 
some 9 per cent of funds un¬ 
der management. 

The health of this unit trust 
and Pep manager depends 
on the condition of the stock 
markets and the enthusiasm 
for equity investment among 
it customers, who are pre¬ 
dominantly retail clients. If 
equity markets do well, funds 
under management go up 
and fees from unit holders 
roll in. If markets rise, retai'l 
enthusiasm for equity invest¬ 
ment also improves. 

This is a two-way street 
and the summer slump in 
markets acted as a timely re¬ 


minder of the fact. But on top; 
of the continuing danger thar 
bear market conditions wil 
return. Perpetual is on the:- 
sharp end of a political risk; 1 
too. Customer confusion 
about Isas — the Govern-- 
ment’s planned replacement 
for Peps and Tessas — cou¬ 
pled with the fact that the .tax : 
breaks are not as large, will 
make Perpetual's life more 
difficult Perpetual, an estab¬ 
lished hoi performer., has. 
also Tripped up recently in in¬ 
vestment management 
The planned expansion 
into personal pensions will 
help. Moreover, the strength 
of tne brand and an impecca¬ 
ble repuiation for service 
mean Perpetual is well 
placed to reap rewards from 
the growing appetite for 
savines andfinanrial servic¬ 
es. Abid cannot be discount-: 
ed, either. The shares are ex¬ 
pensive. but should be held. 

Edited by Robert Cole 
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I «£ Clly no lunger 

I offer a guaranteed rc- 
.Bremen! post for Con- 

CnSV 0rmcr 

but rhib has not shipped ihe 

g™“ LT ? P of T, »0- front¬ 
benchers from seeking ,, m 

pan-ume business poM.s u, 
supplement their meagre 

thi^'r C ° rnt *' ana, >sis uf 
Register uf 

rh^Th^f 5 u rcsls repeals 
that half the Shadow Cabinet 
benefit from paid posts, while 
a number °f other Ton- front¬ 
benchers have multiple roles. 

This extra-curricular activi¬ 
ty seem to divide them into 
two camps - those capiialis- 
! n § ? n City contacts to take 
jobs in business and those prof- 
from the rise of the paid 
Parliamentary adviser. Manv 
of the City posts represent a 
continuation of former ca¬ 
reers. Sir Norman Fowler, 
home affairs spokesman, has 
long been involved with Reu- 
lonal Independent Media 
Holdings, the newspaper 
group owning the Yorkshire 


Choice for over-employed frontbenchers 


Post and the Sheffield Star. 
and continues as its non¬ 
executive chairman. However, 
his chairmanship of Numark. 
the pharmacy group, is a 
more rearm affair and could 
indicate that even Sir Norman 
does nut see his unexpected re¬ 
turn 10 the front bench as 
mure lhan temporary. 

If Sir Norman's outside com¬ 
mitments are an understand¬ 
able insurance policy for a 
man reaching the end of his 
political career, the same can¬ 
not be said of Francis Maude. 
Shadow Chancellor and wide¬ 
ly tipped as a future Tory lead¬ 
er. Mr Maude spent five profit¬ 
able years in the political wil¬ 
derness. after losing his seat in 
the 1992 election, working as 
international privatisation di¬ 
rector for Morgan Stanley. He 
has maintained his contacts 


with the US investment bank, 
even if he no longer has a for¬ 
mal role. Mr Maude has also 
acquired four other City direc¬ 
torships. including a place on 
the board of Asda. the super¬ 
market company chaired by 
his friend and colleague Ar¬ 
chie Norman. 

Although the City still yields 
some gainful employment for 
Tory frontbenchers, the real 
job opportunities appear to lie 
as paid Parliamentary advis¬ 
ers. The undoubted kings of 
this trade are John Greenway, 
home affairs spokesman, and 
Patrick NichoHs. agriculture 
spokesman. Mr Grccnway en¬ 
joys a substantial top-up to his 
M PS salary from five paid con¬ 
sultancies. Some of these posi¬ 
tions reflect his background as 
an insurance broker, but he 
has also just finished a con¬ 






tract as Parliamen¬ 
ts ly adviser to York- 
sh ire-Tync Tees Tel¬ 
evision and contin¬ 
ues to work on be¬ 
half of the ITV asso¬ 
ciation. the Institute 
of Sales Promotion 
and the British Pro¬ 
motional Merchan- j aia< 
dising Association. 

Mr Nidtolls enjoys 
a hefty private in¬ 
come advising six organisa¬ 
tions as diverse as the Clinical 
Dental Technicians Associa¬ 
tion and the British Hardware 
Industry Forum. 

Inevitably, such a range of 
outside employment has left 
some Tory frontbenchers vul- 


ALASDAJR 

MURRAY 


nerable to potential 
conflicts of interest. 
Only last week. 
Francis Maude was 
accused by a Lab¬ 
our MP of conceal¬ 
ing his interest in 
the Gartmore 
Shared Equity 
)AId] Trust during de- 
bate on the inrro- 
duetkm of individu¬ 
al savings accounts 
(Lsas). Mr Maude has vigor¬ 
ously denied this allegation, 
pointing out that this arm of 
Gartmore has no interest in 
Isas, but the dangers of a shad¬ 
ow Treasury team with wide 
City interests — especially 
when it has led the assault on 


Geoffrey Robinson's lapses of 
memory — is all too dear. Dav¬ 
id Willetts, education and em¬ 
ployment spokesman, has 
also run into flak over his 
£25.000. one-day-a-month. 
consultancy for Monitor, a US 
firm specialising in workplace 
issues. Although, again, there 
was no suggestion that Mr 
Willetts had breached any 
guidelines. Sir Gordon Down¬ 
ey. the Parliamentary Com¬ 
missioner for Standards, may 
have had the Willetts case in 
mind when he warned Tory 
frontbenchers that they must 
take “great care” when taking 
up consultancies. 

Yet the confita-of-interest is¬ 
sue is not insurmountable, pro¬ 
vided frontbenchers adhere to 
the strict but dear Parliamen¬ 
tary guidelines. Far more per¬ 
nicious is the perception that 


Fabric of textile industry woven 
into new pattern by shake-out 


too many Tory MPs are only 
concerned with feathering 
their own nests rather than re¬ 
viving the fortunes of their par¬ 
ty. Most non-executive roles 
do not involve a big commit¬ 
ment of time — normally 
about a day a month — but se¬ 
rial directorships and consult¬ 
ancies must detract from front- 
bench duties. At the same 
time, the roles are not exten¬ 
sive enough to suggest that 
frontbenchers may be gaining 
some valuable insight into the 
“real world". The increasing 
p rofesskmal i sarion of both pol¬ 
itics and business has made 
(he old model of fron [bench 
MPs maintaining a foot in 
both camps no longer tenable. 
Over-emplcryed frontbenchers 
need to decide whether they 
value their personal income or 
political careers more highly. 


mt- 


□ The five most highly em¬ 
ployed members of the Shad¬ 
ow Cabinet, according to the 
Parliamentary Register of 
Members' Interests, of Octo¬ 
ber 30. are: 

Frauds Maude, Shadow 
Chancellor Non-executive di¬ 
rector of Asda Group. Benfield 
Reinsurance. Gartmore 
Shared Equity Trust and 
GSET Securities: 

Sir Norman Fowler. 
Home Affairs: chairman of 
Regional Independent Media 
Holdings, chairman of Nu¬ 
mark, non-executive director 
Aggregate Industries; 

Michael Howard, Foreign 
Affairs: Nonexecutive direc¬ 
tor of 1MPAC. David J In¬ 
stance and Fincc 
David Willetts. Education 
and Employment: Senior ad¬ 
viser io Monitor Company 
and economic adviser to 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson; 

lain Duncan Smith. Social 
Security: Business consultant 
lo Arlen and business consult¬ 
ant Widestead Engineering. 


LETTERS 


It’s the management, stupid 


Jason Nissc 
says evolution 
will leave 
Britain with 
fewer and leaner 
woollen mills 


S alts Mill is one of the 
most famous tourist at¬ 
tractions in West York¬ 
shire. Standing solidly 
^-jn the banks of the Leeds- 
Live rpool canal, some five 
miles west of Bradford, the 
mill was built in the I&50s by 
Sir Titus Salt, the textile mag¬ 
nate and philanthropist as 
part of his attempts to create a 
humane environment for his 
workers, many of whom had 
left the countryside to try to 
eke a living in the textile mills 
that were the symbol of Brit¬ 
ain's Industrial Revolution. 

But no doth has been made at 
Salts Mill for nearly a decade 
since Drummond Group, which 
bought Salts of Saltaire from a 
rival textile firm. Dlingworth 
Morris, dosed Ihe factory. The 
.bufidmg is now occupied jointly 
4by Pace, the maker of seHop 
‘ boxes for the new digital televi¬ 
sion revolution, and an art 
gallery, dedicated to the work, of 
David Hockney. It stands as a 
symbol of the slow death of the 
British textile industry in gener¬ 
al. and die Yorkshire woollen 
industry in particular. 

This week three events have 
symbolised how desperate 
matters have become. On 
Wednesday the Transport & 
General Workers* Union lob¬ 
bied Parliament, calling for a 
national strategy to help the 
textile industry. The T&G says 
that the industry — which still 
employs 370,000 in the UK, or 
10 per cent of the manufactur¬ 
ing workforce — is shedding 
500 jobs a day. “We want low¬ 
er interest rates and an export 
campaign in Europe." the 
T&G said. “We also want 
'.more pressure to be placed on 
{retailers to buy clothing made 
in the UK.” 

The final point was a dig at 
Marks & Spencer, which, in 
addition to its own problems, 
is being blamed for softening 
its “buy British” policy and 
sourcing products from Rabat 
which it previously would 



No doth has been made at Salts Mill for nearly a decade. It stands as a symbol of the slow death of the British textile industry 


have bought from Rotherham 
and from Porto when previous¬ 
ly it would have bought from 
Peterlee. M&S has long been a 
target for union and industry 
wrath. At the Labour Party 
conference. M&S was depicted 
as a shark eating British jobs. 

However, under Sir Richard 
Green bury. M&S has bowed 
to economic reality, arguing 
the the customers will not pay 
a premium for British goods, 
so why should M&S. Many tex¬ 
tile companies have been quick 
to blame M&S for their difficul¬ 
ties. with suppliers such as 
Dewhirst, William Baird and 
Claremont Garments, either 
stating or hinting that falling 
orders from the high street's 
largest retailer were behind 
factory closures and job losses. 

But one director of a York¬ 
shire textile company argued 
that it is wrong to lay too many 
of the problems at M&S's door. 
“You can blame M&S, and 
there are many who will join 
you. But the problem is not 
that M&S is now abandoning 
British textile firms, but that 


Acting up 


they supported us for so long. 
We started depending on them 
and believing that so long as 
M&S would buy from us we 
would be all right. But M&S is 
not a charity, it’s a business. 
And so are we. They have their 
commercial priorities and we 
have to live with them." 

The second event was Laura 
Ashley’s decision yesterday to 
dose its manufacturing facili¬ 
ties in Wales, after a fruitless 
ten-month search for a buyer. 
Sir Bernard Ashley, like the 
Sieffs at M&S. was a strong 
supporter of manufacturing in 
the UK. But the Welsh fac¬ 
tories were uneconomic, de¬ 
spite a large amount of govern¬ 
ment help, as the same prod¬ 
ucts could be made just as 
well, and far more cheaply, in 
developing countries in Asia 
and North Africa. 

Laura Ashley had. in the 
past, turned down offers to buy 
the factories, largely because 
they would have involved dos¬ 
ing them down. (One of the off¬ 
ers had c6me from Coats Viyel- 
la. another company with a 
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good record of investing in Brit¬ 
ain. particularly in Northern 
Ireland, and whose profits.and 
shares have suffered as a re¬ 
sult) With Sir Bernard out of 
the way at Ashley, the compa¬ 
ny was able to make the tough 
decision that many have seen 
as inevitable for many years. 


T he third event was the 
bid announced on 
Monday for Park¬ 
land. one of the most 
ailing of all the sickly woollen 
manufacturers in Yorkshire. 
The offer was recommended 
by Parkland’S board yester¬ 
day. The Hanson family, one 
of Parkland* largest share¬ 
holders, is bidding to take the 
company private in a deal that 
values a company with more 
than £80 million of turnover at 
just £536 million. Though 
Parkland has had its own par¬ 
ticular problems — not least a 
faulted strategy of spending its 
way out of difficulty by invest¬ 
ing £16 million in a new dyeing 
plant in Nottingham — the bid 
was the latest step In a radical 


nan in charge of the 
cartel-busting swat 
acquired a taste for 
early in life. Adrian 
-Smith* first job was 
ild actor, a career that 
in til he was 18. The civil 
. recalls performing in 
in Toy Town m the role 
f of die Red Goblins. 
er-Smith. now 51. is 
looking forward to the 
* of pursuing Britain* 
is baddies. He joined 
npetition authority N 
go. “I was tempted by 
lertisement that said: 
e OFT and hunt down 
he recalls. 



“Oates has gone andjie 
may be some time” 


His expanding team are be¬ 
ing trained by Customs and 
Excise in the art of arriving at 
a corporate HQ without an 
appointment. And how to spot 
the secret price-fixing meeting 
as you flick through the sales 
director's desk diary while the 
chairman looks nervously 
over your shoulder. 

Regrettably. Walker-Smith 
will miss out on the fun bits of 
the job. Being a model of probi¬ 
ty, the OFT requires that the 
man in charge keep his dis¬ 
tance from the actual investiga¬ 
tion. “It is one of my great sad¬ 
nesses that I cannot go out and 
knock on doors." 

ARCH ad man Peter Mead 
was not his usual lucid self yes¬ 
terday. Following the revela¬ 
tion of bid talks with Omni¬ 
com, the chairman of Abbot 
Mead Vickers (who was respon¬ 
sible for BTs “ It's good to 
ialk" slogan) was given a 
minder from Credit Suisse 
First Boston, the merchant 
bank, to stop him from reveal¬ 
ing too much to the press. By 
mid-afternoon the constant 
presence of the minder was 
clearlv beginning to wear 
Mead down, “ft* like making 
love to a woman with 
band in the room ." he said. HI 
take his word for that. 



CITY : 
DIARY 

Sloe, sloe 

WHILE Diageo is busy trying 
to prove that teg is best in the 
drinks industry, one small 
West Country distiller is 
proving that small is not so 
bad, either. 

Plymouth Gin. which was sell¬ 
ing just 7.000 cases when it 
was the subject of a buyout 
from Allied Domecq m 1996. ex¬ 
pects sales to reach 45,000 cas¬ 
es this year. Indeed, in the UK 
it claims to be setting at least 
half the volume of the designer 

brand Bombay Sapphire - 
despite having had no market¬ 
ing investment to speak of. 

But it clearly has a long way 
to go before it matches the big 
boys. It was only able to com¬ 
pare itself with its rivals after 
borrowing somebody else* 


copy of the latest AC Nielsen 
statistics. “We don't have the 
money to buy the Nielsen 
data," admits Charles Rolls, 
Plymouth managing director. 

Pub crawl 

STILL with Diageo: Tony 
Blair was in almost whimsical 
mood during yesterday* his¬ 
toric address to both houses of 
Ireland* Parliament Recall¬ 
ing childhood summers spent 
in the countryside of Donegal, 
he said: "It was there — that 
my father took me to my first 
pub, a remote little house in 
the country, for a Guinness — 
a taste ive never forgotten and 
always a pleasure to repeat.'’ 
Tony Greener, the Diageo 
chairman, whom I bumped 
into al ihe Guinnness and Oys¬ 
ters Luncheon at Mansion 
House, was delighted when I 
told him what the PM had 
said. “We're currently trying 
to persuade Mr Blair to do a 
couple of other things for us, 
so it* good to know he likes 
one of our products so much.” 


Top Marks 

SOME good news for M&S as 
it attempts to pick up the piec¬ 
es. In a survey of 1300 board di¬ 
rectors. published yesterday, it 
was named as the most ad¬ 
mired retail store in the land. 
Unfortunately for M&S the re¬ 
search was carried out over the 
summer, before poor wading 


restructuring of the textile 
industry. According to John 
Hanson, who is leading the 
attempt to buy Parkland: “The 
UK suffers fron a chronic 
manufacturing overcapacity in 
worsted fabrics and woollen 
yams, and consolidation in the 
industry is urgently ne e ded." 

This consolidation is similar 
to the one in the cotton industry 
in the 1980s. Cwirtaulds was 
the dominant player. Under 
Martin Taylor it dosed down 
large parts of the industry in 
Lancashire, putting hundreds 
out of work, and invested in de¬ 
signers and new technology. 
Taylor was feted for this strate¬ 
gy and moved on to become 
chief executive of Barclays, 
though many argue that it 
bought the wrong designers. 

The woollen industry shake¬ 
out is likely to take in more 
than half a dozen companies 
based largely in Yorkshire. 
Among the candidates for this 
consolidation are Drummond. 
John Foster — which owns the 
famous Blade Dyke Mills — 
S Jerome, also in the process 


and a bungled succession proc¬ 
ess combined to leave its jeal¬ 
ously guarded reputation in tat¬ 
ters. Also, its retail rival Tesco 
topped the overall poll to grab 
the title of the UK* Most 
Admired Company, leaving 
M&S trailing in 11th place. 


DAVID THOMPSON, the 
genial managing director of 
Wolverhampton & Dudley 
Breweries, was in a playful 
mood yesterday after launch¬ 
ing a hostile £262 million bid 
for its Midlands rival 
Marston, Thompson & Ever- 
shed. I asked him if he'd had 
any thoughts about a name 
for the combined group. “I 
rather like Marston, Thomp¬ 
son C Evershedhe chortled. 

Dominic Walsh 



of being taken private. 
Dawson International, which 
saw a potential bid for it fall 
apart earlier this year, and the 
woollen and worsted side of 
Allied Textiles, the manage¬ 
ment of which tried to put to¬ 
gether a buyout earlier this 
year. That deal also fell apart. 

The feeling in Yorkshire is 
that in the future there may be 
only one company spinning 
woo! and no more than two in¬ 
volved in weaving worsted fab¬ 
ric. This compares with. say. 
no more than 20 years ago. 
when there were more than a 
dozen successful companies in 
both of those sectors. 


A ccording to Mr Han¬ 
son. both sectors may 
have to cut capacity 
by up to half, with 
much basic production sourced 
abroad, in Asia or the former 
Eastern bloc, and with UK fac¬ 
tories specialising, using high 
technology and stepping up de¬ 
sign input and innovation. “It* 
Darwin* evolution," he said. 
“We can have a great industry 
again, but not of the size and 
shape it is now. It has to be 
modern and aggressive and can 
no longer live off its heritage. It 
is no good sitting here being 
slaughtered on price and hop¬ 
ing the market will improve." 

Unfortunately for the work¬ 
ers at many of these factories, 
this future does not involve jobs 
for them. Workers in Guang¬ 
dong will take over from those 
in Guiseley. It does not matter 
whether the T&G persuades 
the Government to help, or 
whether M&S is wflling to keep 
subsidising parts of the UK 
textile industry. This economic 
evolution will continue. 

“Giant mills like Salts are 
uneconomic for textiles these 
days." said one senior industry 
figure. “It* sad, but it* life.” 


From Mr RS. Piggoit 
Sir, When will we learn? For 
many years British industrial 
management blamed the trade 
unions. Mrs Thatcher removed 
that excuse. We then moved on 
for a brief period to blame the 
standard of our graduates, rela¬ 
tive to some mythical previous 
halcyon days when all gradu¬ 
ates are now deemed to have 
bordered on the genius. If that 
is the case, how is it that so 
many of these “failures” enjoy 
successful, fulfilling and well- 
paid careers with foreign em¬ 
ployers? More recently we hold 
interest rates responsible for 
our industrial woes. To my cer¬ 
tain knowledge interest rales 
have been going up and down 
since time immemorial. Now 
we hear the CBI arguing 
against legislation that will re¬ 
quire more information for em¬ 
ployees about their employer. 
The argument is that this will 
create unnecessary bureaucra¬ 
cy resulting in a slowdown of 
market responsiveness. Appar¬ 
ently the legislation is aimed at 
increasing workers' rights. 
Now here* a novel idea. Why 
not tell the workers what your 
strategies, plans and competi¬ 
tive problems are, not as an in¬ 
crease in the employees’ rights, 
but because it might just help 
the overall business if all em¬ 
ployees. professional and non- 
professtonal alike, have some 
idea of what the company is try¬ 
ing to achieve? As for the bu¬ 


reaucratic argument, it is pre¬ 
cisely because our industry is 
run on bureaucratic lines that 
we are non-competitive. 

The fact that vast sums of 
public money, in various guis¬ 
es. have been thrown at the 
problem, to little avail, should 
tell us something. Perhaps we 
could stan by examining the 
deadly embrace of the board- 
room with the City, to the ex¬ 
clusion of the productive staff. 
A response, by the company, 
to the marketplace rather than 
to the share price might just 
benefit both company and 
share price. Finally, we might 
show more faith in our young 
graduates by freeing up their 
creativity before the climb up 
the usual British corporate lad¬ 
der has exhausted them to the 
point where there is no longer 
any motivation to be creative. 
It is an appalling waste. 

To summarise the root 
cause of our industrial prob¬ 
lems and demise, we could do 
worse than paraphase the cur¬ 
rent President of the US: “It* 
the management, stupid!” 

1 write as someone who. 
without tiie benefit of a univer¬ 
sity education, has made the 
journey from factory floor to 
boardroom, with both UK and 
US major companies. 

Yours faithfully, 

R, S. PIGGOIT. 

Thameswalk Apartments, 

2 Hester Road. 

London. SW11 3BG. 


Eurotunnel’s capacity to disappoint 


From Mr Martin Anscombe 
Sir. When 1 arrived at the 
Folkestone Eurotunnel termi¬ 
nal at 11.00 on Friday Novem¬ 
ber 20 a departure of 12L51 was 
allocated. The call to the ramp 
came at 13.15 for what tran¬ 
spired to be a 14.12 departure. 
While f was on the ramp, Euro¬ 
tunnel News (I07.6FM) was 
heard to inform travellers on 
the M20 not to bother if they 
had not pre-booked. 


It was intriguing, therefore, 
to read on the from page of 
The Times Business section of 
the same day that Eurotunnel 
did not expect to reach capaci¬ 
ty until 2025. Not much out by 
time but wildly out by year, it 
seems. 

Yours faithfully. 

MARTIN ANSCOMBE. 

2 Harvey Street, 

Watton, 

Norfolk IP256EP, 


Direct Line’s 
New Savings 
Rates. 


Revised interest rates for the Direct Line Instant Access Account 
effective from 1st December 1998. 


BALANCE 

NEW INTEREST RATES 


WD> ANNUALLY 

(GROSS %) 

PMD MONTHLY 

(GROSS %) 

£l-£4.999 

5.50 

5.37 

£5,000-£9,999 

5.85 

5.70 

jCia.000-vC24.999 

6.70 

6.50 

jr25.000-jC49.999 

6.75 

6.55 

jC50.000-jC99.999 

6.85 

6.64 

£1 00,000 + 

7.00 

6.79 



0181 667 1121 


LONDON 




0161 833 1121 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 1121 


GLASGOW 


Tony Greener: anxious lo 
recruit the Prime Minister 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. 

uvv.4irKiline.tm/smrigr Plane quote nf TTPN128 

Direct line Kaanc^I Swocn l i mitrit . 250 Sc. Vincent Sam*. Gtugn^ G2 55H. Gdb recorded and 
fudooaly monitored. Rita inlgMl la vuialioa. Depadts and withdrawals via yonr bank icmbh — allow 3 
working dlyL Direct Line and the rod pbona an tndamufca oTDircct Line Innnnce pic, mad with in [w iM — 
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BBA survey debunks borrowing myths 



By Richard Miles 
banking correspondent 


A FASCINATING snapshot of 
people's borrowing habits emerged 
yesterday when the British Bankers' 
Association (BBA) produced its first de¬ 
tailed breakdown of the monthly mort¬ 
gage and consumer credit figures. 

The findings of the BBA. the mem¬ 
bership of which accounts for about 
two-thirds of UK. lending after die 
conversion of several building soae- 
ties last year, appear to kilt off some 
of the more widely propagated myths 
about people and their money. 

Reliance on overdrafts, for example, 
has waned steadily in recent years, 
suggesting that the public has woken 


up to the often exorbitant cost of this 
form of borrowing. Four years ago, 
overdrafts represented 20 per cent of 
personal lending by banks. Today, 
that figure is below 13 per cent, as bor¬ 
rowers switch to personal loans. 

Perhaps more suprisingly, the BBA 
figures indicate that most people do 
not use credit cards fo borrow money, 
another expensive way of obtaining a 
loan. Instead, they use plastic as an al¬ 
ternative way to pay. settling their 
bills regularly each month. This past 
October, for instance, repayments al¬ 
most entirely offset new credit 

Nor is there any evidence of "dis¬ 
tress borrowing'’ which one might 
expect against a backdrop of gather¬ 
ing economic gloom, said David 


Dooks, the BRA'S director of statistics. 

“Business surveys may show less 
confidence about the economy, but 
people do not feel any less confident 
about their own economic well¬ 
being," Mr Dooks said. 

The BBA has carried out a similar 
exercise on its monthly mortgage 
figures, distinguishing between buy¬ 
ers of new homes and existing bor¬ 
rowers seeking to remortgage their 
houses. It also identifies those borrow¬ 
ers who want to raise additional mon¬ 
ey on their property, either to finance 
home improvements or to tap into the 
equity locked up in their homes. 

Remortgages now account for 
roughly a third off all new lending in 
the hairing market — 34 per cent by 


volume and 31 per cent by value in 
October - as borrowers seek a better 
deal in a more competitive market A 
year ago remortgage business account¬ 
ed for less than 16 per cent of the num¬ 
ber of home loans granted by banks. 

The rapid growth of the remort¬ 
gage market has taken some lenders 
by surprise, in particular Halifax, the 
country’s biggest mortgage provider. 
At the half year, Halifax disclosed 
that redemptions by borrowers seek¬ 
ing to remortgage elsewhere on more 
competitive terms, outstripped new 
loans, leaving the bank with a zero 
share of net new lending. Halifax has 
subsequently re-entered the remort¬ 
gage market with vigour. 

Loans for home improvement or 


equity release, which have gained in 
popularity with elderly customers 
whose sole asset is typically their 
home, have remained fairly stable as 
a proportion of total mortgage busi¬ 
ness. running at about 7 per cent 
However, demand for such loans 
seems highest when the housing mar¬ 
ket stalls. “It tends to be counter-cycli¬ 
cal to house prices.'* Mr Dooks said- 
□ The Credit Card Research Group 
said yesterday that monthly credit and 
debit card spending topped £10 billion 
in October for the first time since last 
Christmas. The group attributed the 
increase to an unprecedented level or 
competition in the market, which has 
helped to push up the number of cards 
in issue to almost 40 million. 


Northern Electric 
suffers charges 


European 

Commission 

raids BPB 





NORTHERN ELECTRIC, the regional elecmaty cmv 
that is owned by America's Cal Energy, suffered 
tax profits io £40.7 million from a restated milhmiii 
Sx months to September 30. The results were ariwrsdy 
SfeSd£ ™ts of £15 million lirtod to 
competition in the gas and electnaty markets 
wring charge of £3million, interest charges \wreal^htg>- _ 
eras a revolt of the £ 118 mmionpaymentin DecOTbff 1997, 
the first instalment of the windfall rax levied ^ 
final instalment is due in the second half of thisyear. 

Northern’s turnover in the first half rase to 
from a restated £427.1 million; Gregory Abel• . 

and chief operating officer, said that although one-off costs 
had been incurred to strengthen the company’s market 
position, the underlying trading performance had improved 
“significantly” over the previous year. 
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LONDON MERCHANT SECURITIES, the property.and vem 
ture capital investor, announced an 11.9 per cent risein operat¬ 
ing profits to £16.7 million for the six months to September 30. 
Pre-tax profit was £35.1 million, boosted by the £185 million sale 
of an investment in Six Flags Entertainment Corporatio n. Inte r- 
im pre-tax profits of E69 million last time also benefited from a 
large exceptional sale. Earnings were 5.t6p a share before capi¬ 
tal items, against 5.1p. and 1054p in total (28-29p). The dividend 
stays at 0.9p. LMS investments suffered because of falls in the 
share prices of First Leisure and Weatherford International 
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CPL disappoints 


By Chris Ayres 


SHARES in BPB felt 42p to 
2f7pyesterday after the plaster¬ 
board manufacturer admitted 
that several of its offices had 
been raided by European 
Commission officials. 

The investigation is thought 
to be info pricing and anti¬ 
competitive behaviour in the 
European plasterboard in¬ 
dustry. which is controlled by 
three large companies: Knauf, 
of Germany; Lafarge, of 
France; and BPB, of Britain. 

The investigation, which 
also involves several technical 
issues, coukl take up fo a year 
to complete. Jean-Pierre Cuny, 
BPB's chief executive, said 
yesterday: “BPB is cooperat¬ 
ing fully with these inquiries. 
Until the Commission's investi¬ 
gation is completed, no further 
statement can be made on this 
matter.” 

The Commission investiga¬ 
tion almost entirely eclipsed 
BPB's results, which showed a 
small rise in pre-tax profits for 
the six months to September 



30 to £89.6 million from £89 
million. However, including 
the cost of dosing its Raddiffe 
mill in Manchester, and its 
bond-buying exercise, pre-tax 
profits were £ 68.6 million. 

M Cuny said: “Unlike last 
year, when the second half saw 
much faster growth in plaster¬ 
board volumes than the first, 
the overall trend of trading 
now suggests slower growth 
for the remainder of the year. 

“However, the contribution 
from additional sales volume 
and greater cost-saving initia¬ 
tives should broadly offset the 
effects of continued cost and 
selling price pressures, and 
new business development 
expenditure." 

He added that he thought 
the price of plasterboard 
would improve, after a period 
of Intense pressure created by 
the industry's biggest players 
fighting over market share. 
"We do not think we have lost 
market share.” he said. 

Sales at the company fell 
nearly 2 per cent from £658 
million to £647 million, while 
earnings per share rose slight¬ 
ly from lL5p to !1.6p. An inter¬ 
im dividend of 4p will be paid 
in April. 

M Cuny said BPB was look¬ 
ing to expand into Asia, and 
that ii had up to £200 million 
to spend on acquisitions, with 
the aim of developing comple¬ 
mentary products. 

BPB said it still planned to 
go ahead with its share buy¬ 
back programme, but added 
that it did not know what 
percentage of stock it would 
purchase. It has permission 
from shareholders to buy' bade 
up to 10 per cent of its shares. 


SHARES of CPL Aromas, the fragrance and flavours com¬ 
pany. dropped lSwp to 93p yesterday on the announcement of 
interim results that the chairman admitted were disappoint¬ 
ing. David Hankinson said the fragrance division had experi¬ 
enced difficulties, and that “trading conditions are likely to re¬ 
main unsettled for the remainder of the year". CPL made a 
pre-tax profit of £900,000 in the six months to September 30, 
down from £1.4 million last time, on turnover that was un¬ 
changed at £17.9 million. Earnings fell to 4.8p a share from 
7.4p. The interim dividend is maintained at 1.9p a share. 
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DBS to consolidate 
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DBS MANAGEMENT, the business services group that in¬ 
cludes the UK 5 largest network of independent fi nanrial advis¬ 
ers, yesterday said it was going to be a year of consolidation as 
it reported that pre-tax profit before exceptionals, had fallen to 
£4.2 million (£4.9 million) for the six months to September 30. : 
The company said: “Trading conditions have been somewhat 
more difficult than anticipated." Turnover increased 7 per cent 
to £775 million. Earnings per share were 6 Jp (0.6p) and the, 
company declared an interim dividend of l.65p (L4p). 




Latchways advances 
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Geoff Gibson, finance director, left, and Martin Buckley regard exceptional costs as the short-term price for being growth-led 


Underlying fall at Waddington 


LATCHWAYS. the supplier of safety equipment, raised inter¬ 
im pre-tax profits to £1.1 million from £400.000 in the six 
months to September 30. Turnover increased fo £32 million 
from £2.1 million. The company has installed safety equip¬ 
ment at the Millennium Dome in London and on the Sydney 
Harbour bridge. Earnings were 7.23p a share, compared 
with 3.17p. and there is a maiden interim dividend of 25p a 
share. The shares, which floated on the stock market last 
year, rose 5p to 295p yesterday. 


Symonds warning 


By Matthew Barbour 


WADDINGTON. the pack¬ 
aging and printing company, 
suffered a fall in underlying 
profits and turnover in the 
first half but said that it 
remained confident about its 
ability to withstand difficult 
trading conditions: 

In the six months to Oct¬ 


ober 3 profits before exceptio 
al charges fell to £163 mfllic 


Cuny: prices will improve 
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from £17.1 million on turnover 
of £165.1 million, down from 
£169.8 million. 


Martin Buckley, chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “We are never going 
to be a totally risk-free 
business. We are anxious to 
grow and exceptional costs 
are the short-term price for 
being forward-looking and 
growth-led.'' 

The sale of businesses over 
the past six months, including 
last month's sale of European 
Cartons for £675 million, 
gave rise to a gross profit of 
£203 million. The consequent 


writeback of goodwill of £283 
million resulted in an excep¬ 
tional loss of £7.4 million, 
reducing pre-tax profits to 
E8.9 million from £17.1 million 
in the first half of the previous 
year. 

Net borrowings have been 
reduced from E715 million to 
£4 million and gearing has 
fallen from 70 per cent to 3 per 
cent 

Sales in the pharmaceutical 
packaging division rose to 


£28.1 million (£20.4 million) as 
a result of organic growth and 
the impact of recent acquisi¬ 
tions in the US. Sales in the 
specialist printing division 
fell to £49 million (£52.4 
million) with operating profits 
broadly maintained at £6 
million (£5.9 million). 

Adjusted earnings were 
ll.7Sp a share (H.74p). The 
interim dividend is lifted to 5p 
a share from 4.7p. The shares 
fell lip to !81p. 


SYMON DS. the electronics manufacturer, announced yester¬ 
day that it had so far overcome "a number of commercial chal¬ 
lenges" this year, but said that difficulties would continue. 
Pre-tax profits for the six months to September 30 were £22 
million, compared with a loss of £84.000 caused by exception¬ 
al charges last time, on turnover of £23.8 million (£205 mil¬ 
lion). Earnings were 22p a share (loss of 05p) and an un¬ 
changed dividend of 0.6p was declared. Rod Aekrill, the chair¬ 
man. said market conditions were likely to remain difficult 
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Dawson rises by 12% 


Drop in vj 
compani< 


SAVE 20% AT 
ABITAT THIS 
CHRISTMAS 


First-half loss results in 


DAWSON HOLDINGS, the newspaper and magazine whole¬ 
saler that moved to a foil listing on the stock exchange last June, 
reported pre-tax profit up 12 per cental ELIS million, beforeex- 
ceptionuis. for the year to September 30. The company said it 
had successfully integrated the UK wholesale interests of John¬ 
sons News Group, which it bought in January for £32 million. 
The acquisition lifted turnover by 24 per cent to £738 million. 
Eamings per share were 13 Jp (10.9p) and a final dividend of 
3- ! P makes the total for the year 10 Jp, up 10.4 per cent 


dividend cut by Regalian Sy itone ahead 36 % 


By Matthew Barbour 


REGALIAN PROPERTIES, 
the upmarket property de¬ 
veloper. has cut its interim 
dividend after incurring a 
£279.000 loss in the first naif, 
compared with a pre-tax profii 
of £22 million in the first half 
of ihc previous year. 

The interim dividend is re¬ 
duced to OJ5p a share from 
0.475p. The company said it 
expected to make a profit in 
the second half, but restated a 
previous warning that full- 
year profits would nos match 
the £6.7 million earned in the 
previous 12 months. 

David GoklMnnc. the chair¬ 
man. said: "As wc warned at 
the company’s ACM earlier 
this vear, the const ruction of 






Goldstonc: still confident 


our two main pri^eets has not 
yet reached the stage where 
we cun complete contract 
purchases.- 

He said that the group antic¬ 
ipated returns from Ihc P«iint 


West and Chelsea Gate 
projects in the second half. 

In the last recession Regal¬ 
ian suffered when it was left 
holding hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of imunds’ worth of 
expensive property that could 
not he sold. Worries that Regal¬ 
ian could suffer from the fall¬ 
out of the Far East economic 
crisis have resurfaced recent¬ 
ly. But Mr Goldstonc said he 
was confident that domestic 
demttnd for London property 
is strong enough to com|x.*n- 
sute for any downturn in 
Asian demand. 

The Point West develop¬ 
ment in Kensington has 
attracted substantial interest, 
with 202 of the 267 apartments 
now either completed, ex¬ 
changed or reserved. 


SYLTONE, the transport engineering group, said it expected 
steady growth over the second half as it reported pre-tax prof¬ 
its up 36 per cent at £2.72 million for the six months to Septem¬ 
ber 30. However, the company said there were signs in the UK 
that forward order books were being affected by the overall 
business climate. Turnover was up 15 per cent at £45.26 mil¬ 
lion. Ljmings per share were o.61p (5.13p) and the interim divi¬ 
dend is 2.25p (2.Ip). The results included a first full contribu¬ 
tion from IVrolti. the tank truck equipment maker. 


Comino boosts profits 


COMINO. a supplier of software-based business solutions, 
yesterday reported profit up from £830.000 to £127 million 
for the six months to September 30. Turnover was £8.72 
million, up from £5.03 million. Earnings per share were 724p 
(5-3p> and the company’s maiden interim dividend is 1.25a. 
Comino said that in addition to "solid organic growth”, the 
results reflected acquisitions made during the course of last 
year. It added thai growth was "not dependent on any aspect 
of millennium business". 
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S imply attach six differently numbered tokens from 
77ie Times and two tokens from The Sundav Times 


Caledonia boosted by 
disposal figure of £61m 


kJ77ie Times and two tokens from The Sunday Times 
to your shopping card. Six tokens were published in 
The Times last week and another six will be printed 
this week. A further two tokens r — -“ -j-—— ;— ( 
have appeared in The Sunday j EtfBfcrtTMESJ 
Times and another will be 
printed on Sunday. Your 
shopping card entitles you to 
buy as many items as you 
wish on a single shopping trip 
and to receive a 20 % discount* 
off your total bill. 


By Richard Mills 
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A PROFIT from disposals of 
£61 million helped Caledonia 
Investments, the diversified 
trading and investment com¬ 
pany. to boost half-year pre¬ 
tax profits by more ‘than 360 
perceni to £812 million 
However, the one-off gains 
masked a slight decline in Cal¬ 
edonia’s underivinc business. 
Operating profits for the six 
months iu September 30 fell 
by 13 per cent to £ 20.1 million, 
largely reflecting a drop in eq¬ 
uity values during the period. 

fttcr Buckley, chairman, 
said Caledonia had amassed 
ash of £106 million from dis¬ 
posals. which included the 


sale of Abacus, the self-storage 
business, and a reduction 
from 25 to 211 per cent of its 
holding in Close Brothers, tlv 
investment bank. 

The disposals. h>’ a group 
that in the past has been reluc- 
tant to sell its investments, has 
left Caledonia with 31 percent 
nr its assets in cash. Mr Buck¬ 
le}- said the strong cash posi¬ 
tion left the company wdl- 
pluad against a “wnrki eco¬ 
nomic ouilouk which remains 
vet} uncertain". 

Caledonia attributed the fall 
in operating profits to the per¬ 
formance uf subsidiaries such 
as. Exco. the finance liouse. 


which has merged with ihe 
broking operation of Inier- 
cupiiul. and London Forfait¬ 
ing. the trade finance firm. 

Caledonia has sinre raised 
ils stake in Close Brothers to 21 
per cent. Abacus, huilt up envr 
ten years, realised u capital 
profit nf £30 million. Caledo¬ 
nia also sold its warrants in 
the English & Scottish Inves¬ 
tors mist for £9 million. 

tamings per share, after 
adiuslntent for the disposals, 
slipped to 155p from !7.9p in 
the same period last year. Cale¬ 
donia will still pay an in¬ 
creased interim dividend nf 
7.Up (b.5p) on January 14. 
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set to 

achieve 

record 

profits 

From a Correspondent 
in FRaNKTYHT 

ALLIANZ, Europe's larg¬ 
est insurance group, said it 
was on track to reach 
record profits and sales 
this year despite turbulent 
GnandaJ markets and spec¬ 
tacular natural disasters 
that raised claims costs. 

The German company 
expects double-digit prof¬ 
its growth this year, with 
worldwide premium in¬ 
come reaching DM106 bil- 
iion (£37.5 million), a 24 
percent increase over 1997. 

In 1997 Allianz earned a 
net profit of DM2.7 billion 
on premium income of 
DM85.6 billion. 

In the first nine months 
of 1998 premium income 
rose by 18.7 per cent to 
DM76 billion, largely due 
to the consolidation of 
AGF. the French insurer 
taken over earlier this 
year. 

AGF contributed DM12 
billion marks of premium 
income to the nine-month 
results and is expected to 
boost full 1998 premium 
income by DM18 billion. 

Property and casualty 
insurance accounted for 
DM44.9 billion of the 
nine-month figure, while 
life and health insurance 
generated the rest 
The results were in line 
with expectations and the 
market showed little reac¬ 
tion to the announcement, 
with Allianz shares up 2.18 
per cent to DM606.45. mir¬ 
roring a 21 percent rise in 
the blue-chip Dax index. 

Analysts, who had been 
expecting Allianz to meet 
its own earnings and pre¬ 
mium income goals, said 
the group now faced little 
risk of missing the target | 
after financial markets 
recovered from their early 
October lows. 

“Overall claims experi¬ 
enced a slight upward 
trend caused by extraordi¬ 
nary natural events such 
as the ice storm in Canada 
and Hurricane Georges." 
ATfianx said, adding that in¬ 
dustrial insurance claims 
in Germany contributed to 
the increase. 
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Cartel-busters 
given greater 
powers by 
change in law 


By Carl Mortished 
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Yorkshire fears water price 
cuts will reduce payouts 


By Adam Jones 

YORKSHIRE WATER yester¬ 
day gave warning that its divi¬ 
dend growth will be held back 
by price cuts proposed by its 
regulator. OfwaL 
Although Yorkshire is confi¬ 
dent that it can increase the 
annual payment to sharehold¬ 
ers by 6 to 8 per cent above 
inflation until 2000. it admits 
that dividend growth will slow 


after that whatever form the 
pricing review finally takes. 

Ofwat has suggested a 15 to 
20 per cent cut in average 
household bills for Yorkshire's 
customers in 2000- Like other 
water supply companies. York¬ 
shire is arguing that the regu¬ 
lator has underestimated what 
it will have to pay to finance its 
investment programme. 

Kevin Bond, chief executive, 
said Yorkshire would continue 


to negotiate quietly with Of¬ 
waL “The way to tackle this is 
not through megaphone diplo¬ 
macy." he said. M We think that 
what the regulator has put for¬ 
ward is extremely challeng¬ 
ing. We would want clarifica¬ 
tion on a number of issues." 

Customers did not want a 
big cut in bills followed by big 
rises in later years, he said. 

Faced with OfwaVs tough 
stance, Yorkshire said yester¬ 


day that it wants to draw 50 
per cent of revenue and about 
15 per cent of profits from n un¬ 
regulated businesses, such as 
recycling and rubbish collec¬ 
tion. by 2005. 

The group was reporting 
pre-tax profits of £118 million 
for the first six months of the 
year, up from interim profits 
of £115.7 million last year. 
Turnover rose from £3225 mil¬ 
lion to £340.4 million; 141 per 


Pennon sets sights on expansion 


PENNON, the water supply 
and waste management group 
formerly known as South 
West Water, is hungry for 
acquisitions to reduce its vul¬ 
nerability to tough regulatory 
reviews (Adam Jones writes). 

Ken Hill, finance director, 
refused to say how much was 
earmarked for deals but said 
Pennon was prepared to see 
gearing rise to 100 percent At 
die end of this year, it is likely 
to be about 75 percent. 


Pennon wants non-regulat¬ 
ed businesses to account for 
50 per cent of turnover within 
the next two or three years. 
Through its Haul Waste sub¬ 
sidiary. Pennon is already the 
biggest operator of landfill 
sites in the UK. 

In the interim results pub¬ 
lished yesterday. 38 per cent of 
fiw £2202 million group turno¬ 
ver came from unregulated 
sources, despite the Asian fin¬ 
ancial crisis affecting its instru- 


bv 12% 


Drop in value of small 
companies knocks 3i 


By Robert Cole, city correspondent 
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THE falling value of small 
companies has affected 3i. Brit¬ 
ain’s leading venture and devel¬ 
opment capital firm. The com¬ 
pany's net asset value fell 9 per 
cent to 525p a share in the six 
months to September 30. 

However. Sir George Rus¬ 
sell. chairman, said the down- 

jward movemenr had knocked 
froth off the average worth of 
small unquoted companies 
and presented 3i with im¬ 
proved investment opportuni¬ 
ties. He also said that 3i had 
recognised the previous high 
valuations by crystallising in¬ 
vestments and holding bade 
from making new ones. 

Shares in 3i were the best 
performing of the top 100 com¬ 
panies yesterday, rising more 
than 10 per cent to 590p. 

The railing market value of 
small company shares had an 
adverse impact on 3i"s net 

asset value because the compa¬ 
ny values its portfolio, which 
comprises 3.000 different 
companies, with reference to 
the price/eamings multiple of 
publicly listed small company 
shares. 

v The multiple used atthe end 
of September, the dose of Si's 
interim accounting period, 
was eight tiroes. In March it 
was 30 per cent higher at 113 
rimes. 

However. 3i said_ that the 
negative return on its invest¬ 


ments of 9 per cent compared 
favourably with the 15 per cent 
fall in the FTSE All-share in¬ 
dex and a 24 per cent dedine 
in the FTSE Small Cap index. 
The Small Cap index meas¬ 
ures the share price perform¬ 
ance of most companies out¬ 
side the top 350. 

The profits before tax — 
made up of interest and divi¬ 
dend income, and fund man¬ 
agement fees — rose 19 per 
cent to £84.6 million. 

The company also pub¬ 


lished results of a quarterly 
survey which showed busi¬ 
ness confience continuing at a 
low ebb. It surveys managers 
of companies in which it in¬ 
vests on a quarterly basis. In 
June the poll showed a sharp 
slump and the latest figure 
showed it to have worsened 
But the rate of decline was 
slower, prompting 3i to sug¬ 
gest that the fall-off was bot¬ 
toming out. 
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Sir George Russell said 3i had crystallised investments 


mentation business, whose 
products include testing equip¬ 
ment for soil and concrete. 

Pre-tax profits for die first 
half of the year were £713 
million, up from £68 million. 
However, were it not for a £5 
million exceptional credit 
resulting from settlement erf a 
waste - management legal 
daixn. the year-on-year 
comparison would have 
shown afalL 

Profits from the core South 


Devrohit 
by fresh 
warning 

By Our City Staff 

SHARES of Devro fell sharply 
yesterday after the sausage 
casings company issued anoth¬ 
er profits warning. 

The company said underly¬ 
ing pre-tax profits were now 
likely to be about £40 million 
in the current year, down from 
£58 million in the previous 12 
months. Analysts' forecasts, 
downgraded in the summer 
after the first warning, had 
expected profits of abmit E53 
million. The shares, which 
traded at 545p in May. fell 36p 
to 199p yesterday. 

Devro blamed economic 
difficulties in Eastern Europe, 
particularly Russia, although 
the impact was now spreading 
to other markets. It is cutting 
back production of cellulose 
casings at Danville in the US 
and Lommel in Belgium. 

US profits are now expected 
to be £5 million below the 
September estimates, with 
European profits affected to a 
similar degree. The company 
also expects to increase inven¬ 
tory and bad debt provisions 
by about £2 million. 

Devro has already begun to 
cut costs and will make a £4 
million charge against redun¬ 
dancies. Restructuring is ex¬ 
pected to yield annual savings 
of up to E7 million from 2000. 
The group expects to maintain 
the total dividend at 93p. 


West Water business fell near¬ 
ly £5 million after it absorbed 
an increased interest charge. 
South West has been threat¬ 
ened with a price cut of 15-20 
per cent in 2000 by Ofwat the 
regulator, which issued its 
Prospects for Prices consulta¬ 
tion document recently. 

Interim earnings per share 
fell from 64p to 61-3p before 
exceptionals. An interim divi¬ 
dend of 147p (U2p) per share 
wfl] be paid on April 6,1999. 


cent of this came from unregu¬ 
lated actvivites, down from 
146 per cent in the 1997 first 
half, but organic and acquisi¬ 
tive growth is still filtering in. 

Yorkshire merged its dry 
and liquid waste management 
operations with those of Waste 
Recycling Group in August. 
The integration of the two busi¬ 
nesses will continue in the seen 
and hall Yorkshire has also 
bought 3C Waste, a Cheshire 
waste disposal company. 

Mr Bond said that, despite 
the desire of most water 
utilities to buy environmental 
management companies, com¬ 
petition for new acquisitions is 
not too restrictive. “1ft a huge 
marketplace," he said. 

He said that Yorkshire some¬ 
times came up against one or 
two other water companies 
when it was looking to buy a 
waste management company 
or a similar enterprise. 

Earnings per share were 
30 ^p, up from a loss of 83p 
last year, when the windfall 
tax was paid. An interim divi¬ 
dend of 6.75p (6.15p) has been 
declared. 


A NEW government hit squad 
with extraordinary powers of 
search and seizure will soon 
be let loose on British business¬ 
es. The Office of Fair Trading 
is doubling the size of its 
Cartels Task Force which will 
acquire new powers under the 
Competition Act to break into 
premises, seize documents 
and impose huge fines. 

The OFT is launching a cam¬ 
paign to warn businesses of 
the dangers that they face if 
they engage in price-fixing, 
squeezing out competitors and 
rigging markets. 

John Bridgeman, Director- 
General of Fair Trading, said 
yesterday that in the past the 
OFT was unable to obtain evi¬ 
dence to stop cartels. The new 
Act, which comes into force in 
March2000, gives the OFT sim¬ 
ilar powers to the European 
Commission. The Commis¬ 
sion’s investigators can already 
drop in uninvited at the UK off¬ 
ices of multinationals in search 
of incriminating documents. 

Mr Bridgeman said: “It took 
13 years for us to bring a 
cement cartel to book. All it 
will rake now is one whistle¬ 
blower and we will be able to 
acL We expect to be able to 
destroy cartels in weeks or 
months rather than years.” 

The OFT has produced a 
mini-drama on video about a 
fictional investigation. Actors 


portraying grim-faced OFT 
investigators arrive uninvited 
at an office, slam their briefcas¬ 
es on the receptionist's desk 
and demand to see the chair¬ 
man. They eventually unearth 
evidence in diaries of a price¬ 
fixing meeting held at a golf 
toumamenL 

Lawyers are leaping at the 
opportunity to educate clients 
to the dangers. Cameron Mc¬ 
Kenna has produced a “Dawn 
Raid Response Pack". Richard 
Taylor, a partner, reckons the 
UK Act gives the OFT even 
greater powers than the Euro¬ 
pean Commission. “It has not 
been possible for the OFT to 
use force to gain access." 

Big UK companies already 
train their staff, including re¬ 
ceptionists, how to respond to 
raids by the Commission in 
order to avoid investigators 
prowling through the building 
like unguided missiles. 

Mr Bridgeman said there 
would be a big incentive for 
people to rat on cartels. The leg¬ 
islation treats whistle-blowing 
as a mitigating circumstance. 

Based on EU competition 
law, the new Act prohibits 
agreements that distort compe¬ 
tition and activity that abuses 
a company's position, which is 
broadly defined as a market 
share of 40 per cent or more. 
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Ransom slides 
to 5-year low 


Bv Matthew Barbour 


SHARES in William Ransom, 
the toiletries and cosmetics 
company, yesterday slumped 
to a five-year low after it report¬ 
ed a fell in first-half profits 
caused by turbulent Far East 
markets and the strong pound. 

William Ransom, chair¬ 
man, also gave warning that 
third-quarter trading suggests 
second-half results would also 
be affected by weak exports. 

Ransom shares, which 
readied a high of 83p earlier 
this year, fell 5p at 39^p. 


Before exceptional^ pre-tax 
profits fell to £330.000 in the 
six months to the end of Sep¬ 
tember from £427,000 on turn¬ 
over down 83 per cent at £4.4 
million. Adjusted earnings fell 
to l.45p a share from U36p. 
The interim dividend is main¬ 
tained at 0.89p. 

William Ransom supplies 
natural extracts supplied to 
customers such as Body Shop, 
herbal ingredients for health 
drinks and bitiers used in the 
making of a]copops. 
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Omnicom set to acquire AMY 


D uring the summer of 1997, The Times 

magazine published John Woodcock’s ® 

personal sdecti on of the hundred greatest '■ ^ 

cricketers in the histoiy of the game, all of whom J - 
he had placed in ranking order. Now reproduced j 
as a book. The Times One Hundred Greatest f 
Cricketers expands upon the initial selection / 

• a foreword by Mike Breaxley the former J 
England captain f r I jfr m-r , 

• an introduction explaining the thinking J 
behind the choices { 1 * 

• career facts and figures on each m. i 

• illustrations of each of the featured hh.- - - • '-%j£ ffi&VCg 

cridceters JgHfr- 

Over the last fifty years. John Woodcock has ' •• • T ' 

seen and written about all the great cricketers 

and forged many firm friendships among TIM E 

them. He has covered more than 400 test 

matches for The Times . His animated and |J A 

wonderfully illuminating profiles extend across "■■/ sl JrLii? 

more than two centuries, beginning with John 

Small, the maker of bat and ball who ‘found fjj 

out cricket' on Broad-Halfpenny Down in the 

1760s and 1770s, and incorporating several of BKeari£Y 

the finest players of today. 

An ideal personal reference or gift. To order your copy call our 24-hour credit card 
today or fill in the coupon and send it with your remittance to the address below. 


THE TIMES ONE HUNDRED GREATEST CRICKETERS ORDER FORM 


Free postage and packing on all UK orctera. Complete coupon and send, with credit canl details or chequ^/postal orders made 
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By Jason Nissfc 

OMNICOM, the US marketing seryi^ 
company, yesterday said it is m talks to 
buy Abbott Mead Vickers. Londons 
most successful advertising 
which Omnicom already has a z/ per 

CC T1iedeai is likely to value AMY’ shares 
at between 425p and compart 
A with a price that rose ^ ^-P 
yesterday. This would place a pace teg 
Sup to £340 million on AMV and gw a 
tonus of at least £ 100.000 each for up to 

^AM^s^ctors. led byPeterMea^ 
the chairman, are also likely to P ,ck JJjJ 
about £12 million from the fekj»verA7n 
ton of this there are outstanding earn 
out payments of nearly £50 million o 


ing on a series of acquisitions made by 
AMV in the past couple of years, largely 
of design and public relations firms. 

The move is seen as further strength¬ 
ening Omrticom’s dominance of the UK 
marketing services market Earlier this 
year it paid £150 million for GGT 
Group, a deal which left it with two 
advertising networks in the UK — 
TWBA Simmons Palmer and BMP 
Needham. After the deal AMV will be 
known as 8BDO Abbott Mead Vickers, 
formalising a link which was firat 
forged in 1992 when Omnicom bought 

its stake in AMV. 

Omnicom has said it has no problems 
nmning parallel advertising networks 
without dients worrying about conflicts 
of interest among the different advertis¬ 
ing agencies- 


The deal comes at an interesting time 
for AMV, which is known in the indus¬ 
try for its success with BTs "It’s good to 
talk" campaign. 

Two years ago it became the largest 
agency in London, overtaking J Walter 
Thompson, where Mr Mead started his 
career, and Saatchi & SaatehL 

However, in the summer David 
Abbott one of the founders of die compa¬ 
ny. announced his retirement and tire 
group's shares were affected by worries 
about future earnings from advertising 
and fell to a low of 248p. 

Despite this, the agency is still seen by 
rivals as one of the most creative houses 
in London, 

Its client list includes Volvo, the 
RSPCA, J Sainsbury. Mars and 
Guinness. 
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ENLIGHTENMENT 

PA Interim Managers. The most effective way to create a 
performance boost that wiN surge yoo past your competitors. 

They are highly experienced individuals. Between them covering 
every senior management need. Often available within days to 
assume full executive responsibility. 

Cell for brochure on 0171730 9000 or write to PA Consisting Group, 
Interim Management, 123 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1WSSR. Or fax 0171333 6198. 
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Is comedy 
really the new 




Guide to arts and entertainment complied by Martt Hargle 


LONDON 


AMERICAN CONTRASTS: Two Lon¬ 
don premlet bg are on the programme 
as CMvw Knusson conducts the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra in a celebration 
{tomorrow, 730pm) oUtw He and 
genius at the Amarican composer 
Bfiott Carter, whose 90#h birthday it is 
next month. On Sunday (seme unw) 
Nand Griffith. offers a heady biend of 
Mr, gospel. mi and MMy tunes. 
BaiUcan (0171-638 8891). © 

LONDON PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA; Principal conductor 
elect. Kurt Masur. seals his new ro- 
iatwrshJp with the IPO mtti a second 
cancan here offering Shostakovich's 
Rrst Symphony and Strauss's sym- 
phonic poem Don Qutnxo. 

Festival Had (0171-860 4242). 
Tonight. 730pm. B 
VIENNA AND THE ROMANTIC 
CENTURY: The Canadtan soprano 
Nancy Aigenta joins Bw Nash En- 
sembie in the second concert erf the 
series to sing Schubert's The 
Stwphari on the Rods and Afean 
Barg's Seven Early Songs, works by 
Wsber and Brahms also feature. 
Wigmora Hafl (0171-935 2141). 
Tomorrow, 730pm. £ 



Singing lesson from a soprano 



Soprano Nancy Argenta 
sings at the Wigmore 


I t is probably a good 
thing that Jonathan Mill¬ 
er couldn’t come to re¬ 
vive his 11-year-old Bar¬ 
ber production, as he might 
have found himself in another 
“di va-versus-directo r~ situa¬ 
tion. For those living on anoth¬ 
er operatic planet, the poor 
man was recently finessed by 
New York intriguants into a 
non-row with Cecilia Bartoli 
about Mozart’s alternative ari¬ 
as in Figaro (the diva won 
hands down). On Wednesday 
Lesley Garrett sang Bel raggio 
from Semiramide in the Les¬ 
son Scene, and sang it very 
prettily; it was only a pity that 



ELSEWHERE 


BELFAST: Two ttwatncaJ treats tor 
the teettvaTs dosing weekend. At the 
Lyric Theatre Romeo Castelud's 
JuflurCaanr is given Ks British 
premiere. wh8e at the W at ertro m 
Studio the junk opera Shodth eo dad 
Petor begins a maiMun. 

Festival Box Office: (01232 685577). 
BIRMINGHAM: Having clocked up 
more (fan three decades in (fw 
business the Welsh pop phenomen¬ 


on Tom Jones Is stffl going strong. 
The show hits Wembtoy tomorrow. 
NEC (0121 -780 4133). Tonight, 8pm. 

LEEDS: Cameron Macfdrrtaah tries 
again wltn a revised version of the 
BaubH/Srftonberg Martin Guerre. 
West Yorkshire Ptoyhoun (0113-213 
7700). Previews from tonfgtn. 730pm. 



LIVERPOOL Rita Cults. Jean Rigby, 
Graeme Broadbenl and Paul Charles 
Clarke Join the Royal Liverpool 
Phflhannonta Orchestra end Choir as 
soloists in a performance of Rossini's 
Staua Mata. Petr Mrichter conducts. 
PhUiarmonle HaS (0151-7093789). 
Tomorrow, 730pm. 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jeremy Kingston's choice of theatre showing to London 
■ House fun. returns only E Some seats amiable □ Seats at all prices 


C THE BEST OF TIMES: The 
Bridewell Theatre's p rog ra mme of 
Jeny Hannan songs tram La Cage 
aux Fades, Marne. Mack & Mabel and 
Hofcj. Dotty 1 transtere to tho Wost 
End. Cast rndudes Kathryn Evans. 
VaudevBe (0171-836 9987). 


■ U1TLE MALCOLM AND KS 
8TRUOOLE AGAINST THE 
EUNUCHS: Denis Lawson tfirects his 
nephew Ewan McGregor in David 
HaHwaTs celebrated student fascist 
p*ay- „ 

Hampstead (0171-722 9301). B 



□ SUPPLIANTS: Jamas Kbit (Bracts 
his new version of Aesdiytos’s drama 
of the ckauffitBts d Danaos fieesrg 
kom 9ie threat of kxcsd marriage. 
Gate (0171329 0706). 


■ IVTO THE WOODS: Sondheim's 
nightmarish take on tavorsits laky 

tales. John Crowley (firocts the winter 

mustcaL 

Donmar (0171-389 1732J.B 


□ KAFKA'S DICK: Alan BonratTs 
anti-biography, with Jida McKenzie, 
John Gndan-Sindalr and Eric Sykes. 
Secfytfie Iasi production by the Pater 
Hal Co in its present lorm. 

Piocadily (0171-388 1734). 

□ LOVE UPON THE TffiONE: The 
National Theatre oi Brent takas in 
through the courtship of Chas and Di. 
Hensety corneal and UucNbg. 
Comedy (0171-3GB1731). 

B THE INVENTION OF LOVE John 
Wood plays the aged A£. Housman 
tariffing hie eeriy soli m Tom 
Stoppard's gMtetto g play. West End 
transfer lor RUntd Eyre's National 
Theffire production. 

Theatre Royal, Hsymrint (0171-930 
8800). B 

■ THE MAN WHO THIMCS HPS IT; 
Asa study In embarrassment Steve 
Coogan has no equaL A dizzytogty 
inventive show that's ndher heavy on 
the lota humour. 

Lyceum (D171-G561800). 


a serious aria was near seni- 
up by the comic business that 
has to be part of the scene. 

Garrett was reviving an 
age-old tradition: a previous 
Coliseum Rosin a sang the 
whole finale of La donna del 
logo in this spot, and Melba 
used to warble Home. Sweet 
Home “to her own pianoforte 
accompaniment" as the saying 
went heaven knows what the 
rest of the cast did — probably 
went down the pub for a snif¬ 
ter. Garrett revived another 
good old prima donna tradi¬ 
tion by demanding a new wig, 
an elegant auburn job to re¬ 
place the bleached and recent¬ 
ly defunct toy poodle that used 
to grace Rosinas in this stag¬ 
ing. Good for her! 

Garrett is. of course, a natu¬ 
ral communicator and just 
about the best ambassador for 
opera: no one could possibly 
accuse her being “elitist”. Her 
performance reminded us 
how sparing she has been 
with stage appearances recent¬ 
ly —just two this year — and 
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All together now at ENOs from left Christopher Maltman, Toby Spence, Mark Beesley. Claire Weston. Lesley Garrett and (front) Gordon Sandison 


to our loss. Beautifully pure 
tone, sound technique (lots of 
graceful decorations in re¬ 
peats), robust comic gifts and 
— wonder of wonders — every 
consonant slotted neatly into 
the vocal lines. Those who 
maintain that you can't hear 
words in opera, especially 
from sopranos, should be 
made to sit through every per¬ 
formance for the rest of the 
run. 


This was true of the whole 
cast ENO has twigged after 
too long an interval that the 
“E” is their most significant ini¬ 
tial. They not only enunciated 
the sprightly Holden transla¬ 
tion dearly, but delivered it in 
a way drat really earned 
laughs. Mark. Beesley (Basilio) 
wrapped his teeth round "innu¬ 
endo" to hilarious effect, and 
somehow managed to turn 
“slander" into a lascivious. 


four-syllable noun. Gordon 
Sandison (Bartolo). a great 
comic, was equally resourceful 
in a revival that, taken as a 
whole, was notable for really 
creative singing-acting. 

Still, it would have been nice 
if MiUer had been around. 
The production is efficiently re¬ 
vived. but not exactly homoge¬ 
neous stylistically, and this, to¬ 
gether with Mark Shanahan's 
vety ordinary, moderato con¬ 


ducting (the cast kept trying to 
nudge him on), compromised 
two important debuts by new 
company prindpals. Christo¬ 
pher Mailman (Figaro), Car¬ 
diff Singer of the World Lieder 
Prize winner, has a fine voice 
but was plainly nervous — for¬ 
ever pointing at the audience 
is a sure giveaway. He sang 
full out too much, with little ex¬ 
pressive nuance. Toby Spence 
(Ahnaviva) negotiated his 


treacherous opening aria with, 
impressive neatness; his tenor 
is nor huge, but he is naturally 
musical and a lively stage ani¬ 
mal. Both could give a finer 
showing with firmer musical 
guidance and the attentions of 
a director. 

But this is a lively revival: he 
who is tired or the Barber is. 
truly tired of life, and I’m noL 


Rodney Milnes 



FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


NEW YORK MUSICALS: A 1960s favourite revived, the French Revolution revisited and a Grease for the 1990s 


Geoff Brawn's choice of the latest movies 


NEW RELEASES 


IF ONLY (15): Wayward but endear¬ 
ing comedy fartasy about an actor 
granted another chance to succeed 
with Iris girlfriend. W8h Douglas Hen- 
ahaS and Lena Headey. 


Jenkins directs an appealing cast 
Nffiasha Lyonne, Alan Alton, Marisa 
TomeL 


THE NEGOTIATOR (15): Polka 
hostage negotiator takes hostages 
himself to prove his Innocence. Over- 
Mown suspense thriter, wHi Samuel 
L Jackson and Kevin Spacey. 
Director. F. Gary Gray. 


THE WISDOM OF CROCODILES 
(IQ: Vampire Jude Law searches 
London tor the perfect partner. Fancy 
images, but not loo edHykig. With 
Elina LowenaOhn and Timothy SpeL 
Director. Po CMi Leong. 


CURRENT 


OUT OF SIGHT (15): Escaped 
convict George Clooney «nds himself 
laling tor the federal marshal 
(Jennifer Lopez) on he taiL Dazzling, 
kwertove version of Bmare Leonard's 
novel. Director. Steven Soderbergh. 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY (U): 
Revival of MGkTs defictous comedy 
about a aodalue weddtog that comes 
unstuA. With Kathame Hepbum, 
Cary Grant and James Stewan. 
SLUMS OF BEVERLY HILLS (15): 
Uncouth, disappointing comedy 
aboirt a dtMnwardly mobie Jewish 
famOy to Los Angeles. Tamara 


DEAD MAN’S CURVE (15): 

Derivative horror comedy-ihriBer. with 
some smart dalogue. Dan Rosen 
dkects Mattoew LOard and Mnhael 

Vartan. 


THE EEL (18): Shohei fmamura's 
idto a yneratic and taanane drama 
about a man paroled after serving 
time for murdering his wife. With Koji 
Yakuaho and Misa Shimizu. 


THE FOUNTAINHEAD (PG): Ayn 
Rand's beared novel about a 
vrsonary archoecL famed in 1948 
vrilh Gary Cooperand PatricaRleaL 
Grandiose, srity. and compeBng. 
Director. King Victor. 


T he energy unleashed by Mar¬ 
tin Short in the Roundabout 
Theatre Company* produc¬ 
tion of little Me ought to convince 
die people who name hurricanes to 
avoid a Martin for everyone* good. 
Playing virtually all the men in the 
life of Faith Prince’s buxom Belle Poi- 
trine. Short whizzes on and off stage 
so much that at times there are two of 
him. 

Primarily, though, he is Noble Egg¬ 
leston, the ridiculous snob for whom 
the low-born Belle falls. To win him, 
she pursues wealth, culture and so¬ 
cial position. As Noble tells her in one 
of author Neil Simon's priceless 
lines: "i'll wair for you forever, be¬ 
cause that's how long I think itll take 
you." 

Grounded in burlesque, this 1962 
musical needs a great down, and 
Short pulls off every schrick in the 
book. Yet he does more. When his be- 


Clown who steals the show 


fuddled Fred Foitrine. a near-blind 
doughbqy, kisses Belle and then 
sings Real Live Girl, one of the stan¬ 
dards in Cy Coleman and Carolyn 
Leigh's fine score, he switches the 
tone effortlessly. Suddenly director 
Rob Marshall’s finely choreographed 
silliness gives way to aching poignan¬ 
cy. It is no fault of the talenied sup¬ 
porting cast that their multiple roles 
pale next to those of Short. Only 
Michael Park's charming Lucky, 
who seduces Belle with a lonid strip¬ 
tease to I’ve Got Your \umber. 
makes a large-scale impression. 

Class also separates tile lovers in 
the new musical Footloose at the Ri¬ 
chard Rodgers Theatre. Jeremy Kush- 
nier's Ren. a transplanted Chica¬ 


goan. faces sma/f-town insularity as 
he objects to a ban on dancing institut¬ 
ed by a powerful minister, whose 
daughter Ren falls for. The plot about 
high-school students battling genera¬ 
tional prejudice has nothing new to 
say, apart from the paranoid hint 
that a society that bans dancing tee¬ 
ters on the brink of fascism. 

In spite of its more serious inten¬ 
tions and director Walter Bobbie's 
lively staging. Footloose feels like a 
Grease for the 1990s. Dean Pitchford 
and Tom Snow’s score draws on 
everything from country and western 
to disco, with a nod to classic Broad¬ 
way. As Ren’s mop-haired, redneck 
buddy Willard, the scene-stealing 
Tom Plotkin has an old-fashioned 


novelty song called Mamma Says — 
the kind of number Stubby Kaye 
might have sung in the 1950s. 

Rebellion also features in The Scar¬ 
let Pimpernel (Minskoff Theatre), 
but this time it's the French Revolu¬ 
tion. After opening last season to neg¬ 
ative reviews. Pimpernel has been re¬ 
tooled to sharpen the love triangle be¬ 
tween Douglas Sills's dashing maca¬ 
roni Percy, his wife Marguerite, and 
the villainous Frenchman Chauvclin. 
Two cast improvements are major. 
Rachel York makes a winning, frus¬ 
trated Marguerite, loved and mis¬ 
trusted by Percy's Pimpernel and by 
Rex Smith's bitter Chauvelin. Smith 
is an exciting presence, but his consid¬ 
erable charisma cannot disguise that 


the part is one note. Even his seduc¬ 
tion of Marguerite comes off as a 
ploy. 

Early on, the Pimpernel rouses his 
mates with a speech about liberty 
and the importance of fighting injus¬ 
tice that might be a call to action in 
the Balkans. All semblance of serious¬ 
ness quickly dissolves, though, as di¬ 
rector Robert Longbonom focuses on 
romance and laughs. 

Jane Greenwood's new fops’ cos¬ 
tumes make the men look like cobalt 
giraffes and magenta leopards, and 
Sills and his mates strut and burble 
to such excess that even Jerry Falwdl 
might complain of an anti-gay bias. 
By the time Marguerite picks up a 
sword and takes on Chauvelin to 
save Percy, the antics will have be¬ 
come tiresome to anyone without a 
family in low. 


Edward Karam 
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with the sound of voucher schemes 
and outreach initiatives and mar¬ 
keting wheezes. 

I don’t warn to knock this sud¬ 
den missionary enthusiasm. One 
only wishes that it had happened a 
utile earlier in the 00 -year history 
of taxpayer-funded arts in Britain. 

But — and this is the “stating the 
obvious” bit — if you want to moke 
fine wine, you need fine grapes. 
And if you want to create a cul¬ 
tured nation, you first create cul¬ 
tured children. You grasp my drift. 
The ans will never find those “new 
audiences" while this Govern¬ 
ment. like its predecessor, persists 
in encouraging state schools to side¬ 
line the arts into invisibility. 

More evidence of that sorry 
state, if more were needed, comes 
this week in The Disappearing 
Ans?. a survey by Rick Rogers for 
the .Royal Society of Am. Its obser¬ 
vations are horrifying. The recruit¬ 
ment of music teachers for second¬ 


ary schools is predicted 10 fail 23 
per cent below target this year. 
Many teacher-training institutions 
are actually abandoning specialist 
training in music and an. 

The changes in the mandatory 
primary school curriculum, rele¬ 
gating music, dance, drama and 
art in favour of yet more slogging 
on spelling and arithmetic, has per¬ 
suaded some schools to drop music 
altogether and many more to cut 
back on the time allocated to such 
“luxuries". Not surprisingly, de¬ 
mand among teachers for in-serv¬ 
ice training in the ans has dropped 
by 85 per cent Many of these cours¬ 
es have consequently been 
dropped in the past year. 

And so it goes on. Too narrow a 
focus in the teaching of primary 
school children is squeezing the 
arts out of the curriculum." says 
the RSA. and suggests many excel¬ 
lent remedies — none of which will 
be taken up. if I know anything 



RICHARD MORRISON 


about the British way of life. Add 
all this to the damage inflicted by 
the widespread withdrawal of peri¬ 
patetic instrumental teaching and 
you have a dismal picture. 

Yes, many of Britain's galleries 
and performing companies are do¬ 
ing fantastic educational work. But 
that can only be an tang cm the 


cake, and then only for a small per¬ 
centage of children. It can’t replace 
proper dassroom teaching. 

If this cultural disaster was hap¬ 
pening uniformly across Britain it 
would still be ghastly, but at least it 
would be fair dinkums all round. 
But it isn't. What makes this state 
of affairs rather obscene is the cul¬ 
tural apartheid it perpetuates- On 
the one hand are the private 
schools and those nice, affluent 
state schools to which Prime Minis¬ 
ters and influential journalists 
send their kids. They, of course, 
have purpose-built theatres and 
well-staffed music departments 
and all the other trappings of a civi¬ 
lised. well-rounded education. 

On the other hand, what? Thou¬ 
sands of state schools with no cash, 
no culture and no teaching incen¬ 
tive except to grind the three Rs 
into their little charges so that the 
school can climb a few places up 
some accursed league table. What 


son of education is that? Children 
probably got more nourishment 
for the soul and food for the imagi¬ 
nation in Stalin's Soviet Union. 

Do we really expea that, having 
denied children a taste of the arts 
in their formative years, we can 
lure them into the theatre, concert 
hall and opera house when they 
have to pay serious money? if we 
da we are mad. You reap what 
you sow in education, as in life. 
Tony Blair sees a pressing need to 
put an Internet terminal in every 
school, but not a music teacher. 
When his Government boasts 
about supporting the serious arts, 
would somebody remind him of 
that small but fetal misjudgmeni? 


R isible spectacle of the 
week? That accolade must 
go to all those supposedly 
wild and free-thinking playwrights 
publidy wrestling with their con¬ 
sciences at the prospect of their be¬ 


loved Royal Court Theatre being re¬ 
named the Royal Court Jerwood 
Theatre in order to receive yet an¬ 
other seven-figure handout.' 

It seems that the words “royal 
court”, which the rest of us consid¬ 
er a little redolent of Marie Antoi¬ 
nette and powdered footmen, in 
fa a have a strangely radical ring 
in Luvvieiand —- a quality that 
would be entirely dissipated by 
adding the word' Jerwood. So a 
charitable foundation proffering 
£3 million (to get the pampered 
Royal Court out of a hole entirely 
of its own making) may be told to 
get stuffed. Good grief. Sometimes 
luwies deserve every scrap of con¬ 
tempt that the tabloids can fling. 

I suggest that the Jerwood Foun¬ 
dation presents its £3 million to the 
beleaguered Sir Peter Hall instead 
— or Sir Jerwood Hall, as he will 
subsequently be known. Without a 
penny of state subsidy his compa¬ 
ny has done wonders for London's 
theatre life. It actually deserves the 
dosh. As for the Royal Court, wdl. 
it has long been home to rebels 
without a cause. Now it seems 10 
be run by rebels without a clue. 


M aster of sinew 


and muscle 


T o see Luca Signorelli 
at his impassioned ze¬ 
nith. a visit to Orvieto 
is essential. There, in 
one of Italy's most dramatic 
hilltop rides, he painted an as¬ 
tounding fresco cycle for the ca¬ 
thedral. The commission took 
five years, from 1499 to 1504. 
covering the walls of the Cap- 
pella Nova where Fra Angeli¬ 
co had painted the ceiling 50 
years before. But by the time 
-^Signorelli had completed it, 
Angelico’s gentle, statuesque 
piety had given way to an in¬ 
vigorating alternative. For Si¬ 
gnorelli marked the advent of 
a new century with a radical, 
fiercely inventive vision, 
whose dynamism would pro¬ 
foundly influence Michelange¬ 
lo's Sistine Chapel decorations 
for decades to come. 

Many of the sinewy figures 
galvanising the Cappella 
Nova have been seized by an 
apocalyptic frenzy. They are 
the despairing victims of The 
End of the World, and their el¬ 
oquence testifies to Signorelli's 
command of the energetic 
- male nude in extremis. By 
™ bringing together his work in 
British collections alone, the 
National Gallery’s exhibition 
cannot hope to convey the full 
exhilaration of a pilgrimage to 
Orvieto. But an accompanying 
film gives a notion of the fres¬ 
coes’ visceral impact, and sev¬ 
eral of his drawings reveal the 
same command of writhing, 
muscular form. One cele¬ 
brated black chalk study, sup¬ 
posedly showing the struggle 
between Hercules and Antae¬ 
us. may even have originated 
in preparations for the Cappel¬ 
la Nova’s The Torments of the 
Damned. The drawing's air of 
ferocious spontaneity is under¬ 
pinned by steely calculation, 
contrasting the anguish of one 
figure with the lethal resolve 
of his conqueror. 

The only painting in the Na¬ 
tional Gallery survey to make 
. S a male nude its central focus is 
” an early work. Part of an altar- 
piece commissioned by the 
wealthy Bichi family in Siena, 
it shows a lamentation over 
the dead Christ The martyred 


VISUAL ART: Richard Cork revels 
in the vigorous work of the 
Italian painter Luca Signorelli 


corpse slumped on the earth is 
conspicuously sensual. He re¬ 
calls the languorous, detumes- 
cent man in Botticelli’s sly 
painting of Mars and Venus, 
but His limp body is surround¬ 
ed by the forms of grief-mad¬ 
dened women. Although this 
predella panel is modest in 
size, the figures seem to burst 
from its confines. Their ex¬ 
clamatory emotion belongs to 
a far larger image, and Signo¬ 
relli demonstrated his com¬ 
mand of a monumental sur¬ 
face in a grand aitarpiece two 
years later. 

Painted for the or¬ 
atory of a lay con- 6 H 
fraternity in Volter- 
ra. it depicts The , 7 
Circumcision. Si- VST 

gnorelli had been a 
pupil of Piero della pnp c 

Francesca, from 
whom he must oirm 

have gained his so- olgll 

phisticaied grasp 
of pictorial space. | 

And he leads our 
eyes deep into the _u e ~, 

scene along a star- ODSCl 

tiingly multicd- —— ___ 

oured marble floor. 

The sense of recession is 
heightened by the robed wom¬ 
an on the right, arrested in the 
act of walking barefoot to¬ 
wards the Christ child. Her 
raised left heel seems to re¬ 
spond to the tension enliven¬ 
ing the group beyond. En¬ 
hanced by the almost metallic 
definition of draperies, this 
suspenseful mood impels most 
of the figures to stare down at 
the naked inf an t- 

He is handled in a softer 
style by the Sienese artist “II 
Sodoma" who was asked to re¬ 
paint the child in the late 
1530s. Nobody knows why. 
but technical examination by 
the National Gallery has dis¬ 
closed that Signorelli original¬ 
ly intended the infant 10 adopt 
a different pose. He was 


6 The 
Vatican 
consigned 
Signorelli 
to 

obscurity 5 


meant to lean away from the 
man administering the circum¬ 
cision. Then the pose was 
changed to a more relaxed and 
welcoming alternative. Sodo- 
ma's subsequent reworking 
gives him a sweetness smooth¬ 
er than anything the tough- 
minded Signorelli would have 
approved. 

He was the ideal artist to 
portray Niccolo Vitefli, the bru¬ 
tal mercenary commander 
who bullied his way to become 
the Pope’s representative in 
Citta di CasteDa Signorelli 

_ painted him post¬ 
humously in the 
rip 1490s, as a white- 

haired yet menac¬ 
ing presence. He 
Z3Ti looks cruel enough 

to eliminate any op- 
yripH position to his rutb- 

less ascendancy. 

11 . Around the same 

reill time, though. Si¬ 

gnorelli showed 
, the more tender 

side of his imagina- 
» tian in a largeAdo- 

my ration of the Shep- 

herds, painted for a 
Citia di Castello 
church. Recent cleaning has re¬ 
vealed an extra angel, who 
now joins the adoring group 
gathered so tightly around Vir¬ 
gin and offspring. Covered up 
by a 19th-century restorer, the 
angel certainly makes the com¬ 
position look more congested. 

Signorelli must have want¬ 
ed to convey fervency, but his 
design lades the clarity that dis¬ 
tinguishes The Circumcision. 
He reserves his most inventive 
powers for the rocks surging 
fantastically above the group, 
and for the plants observed 
with a limpid delicacy in¬ 
spired. perhaps, by Hugo van 
tier Goes's great Portmari ai¬ 
tarpiece in Florence. 

Extensive damage has 
made Signorelli’s frescoes in 
the so-called camera bella at 


Siena impossible to assess. 
Two of them now belong to the 
National Gallery, and their ini¬ 
tial feme suggests that they 
were once consummate 
enough to gratify the ruler 
who commissioned them: Pan- 
do] fo Fetrucri. Now. however, 
their faded figures lack the vi¬ 
tality of Signorelli’s finest 
work. He travelled to Rome in 
1513. hoping for patronage 
from the new Pope. But Leo X 
was too enamoured of 
Michelangelo and Raphael. 
He even ordered the destruc¬ 
tion of an earlier Signorelli 
fresco, so that Raphael could 
paint on the same wall. 

Such was the audacity with 
which the High Renaissance 
was now developing that sen¬ 
ior artists often found them¬ 
selves dismissed as irredeema¬ 
bly old-fashioned. Now in his 
sixties, Signorelli was con¬ 
signed to oblivion by the Vati¬ 
can. Michelangelo had to lend 
him money, and he then 
turned back to his provina'aT 
home town of Cortona. 


H e obtained com¬ 
missions to sup-' 
port his old age, 
but a late altar- 
piece shows just how dull the 
elderly Signorelli had become. 
Painted in 1515 for a French 
doctor, m return for “good and 
free [medical] services that he 
had received and would re¬ 
ceive in the future”, it is a duti¬ 
ful exercise. Everyone assem¬ 
bled on its surface looks bored 
— even the semi-naked Saint 
Sebastian, whose athletic ar¬ 
row-pierced body would once 
have given Signorelli plenty of 
stimulus. Over-reliant now on 
assistants, he seems most alive 
in depicting the fertile land¬ 
scape stretching towards a 
lake fringed by castellated 
buildings and misty hills. 

Otherwise, though, this 
dogged painting remains a 
sad affair. Unlike Michelange¬ 
lo. the ageing Signorelli was 
unable to renew himself with 
the violent, aspiring boldness 
he commanded in his prime. 
• Signorelli at the National Gal¬ 
lery (0171-8393321) until Jan 31 




Luca Signorelli’s The Grcumdsorv the artist probably gained his grasp of pictorial space from Piero della Francesca 


Timeless take on perversion 

A _ ftlAMLVH KUuraMTl 


S ince 1 have found it a good 
rule always to mistrust a pro¬ 
duction that begins with a 
man in a string vest on a plain-look¬ 
ing ladder, especially if the ladder 
is isolated on a big, bncK-lmed 
stage and the man and his vest are 
perched below a single spotlight, 
my spirits slumped a bit at the even¬ 
ing of Mick Gordon's revival of Os¬ 
car Wilde’s tragedy. Wasn’t the 
very simplicity ostentatious, the 



ss pretentious, given the op- 
jf the words and the wilful 
ice of the plot, not to men- 
pe directions that demand 
big black clouds and slaves 





nesr . „ 

Limed out, no. not at all. 
ess need not, after aU. conr 
>tic decor and a cast list rca- 
tnumerable Nubians and 

s. Enough to pans down 

red Douglas’s translation 
s original Ftench. present 

LfewgootLmtmseaaore 

v eccentric modern dress 
; our imaginations to fill in 
. That is Gordon's way, 
he whole, it works, 
ks especially well when 
S uSEs Jokanaan. or 

Baptist, is raging up and 
te [hat makes the theatre 

h his anguish, or when 
Lrs Salon* summons 

1 his ladder, a pale figure 

■ rfnrk-nmmed 


Emily Woof and Greg Hicks in a stylised revival of Wilde’s tragedy 

might have come from Waco or Sometimes it all goes too far. 
Jonestown. It works when Greg When Woof was spiralling about m 
Hirirc’s Herod is padding about in her white trouser suit. 1 felt thar the 
his tone black coat, blending au- Dance of the Seven Veils was in 
[honty With insecurity, or palpitat- danger of becoming an attempt by 
Sr with sensuality, or lurching, a rather fey tomis profesnon^ k> 
sickened dismay as Salome re- timber up for the next day’s match. 
S habitant dance-fee. Her SaW lacks fierceness; and 

The a do roach is stylised and yet yet one believes in this slim, mock- 
often surprisingly immediate. Sev- ing girl’s selfishness and her emo- 
tiras 1 noted almost comic ba- oonal dilettantism and her morbid 
er T i r”"; f errerh that had surely fascination with the strange and drf- 

SXcl --K2 rertnL Add Veronica Quilligari as a 
Sw. be reasonable. I’ve never podgy, sneering Heredias, and you 
10 YOU’’ - only to find on have a production that justifies Gor- 
^ khip that they were Bosie’S don’s decision to export examples of 
^f£ 8 a result Salome emerges, his work from l^onw theatre, the 
nntassome musky epic from there- Gate, to ^warehouse of Riverside 
jSSMbScal jungles, but as an odd- Studios. It deserves the larger audi- 
kr^ntimaie tale of perverse drives ence he wants. 

Und irresistible desires widun 1 a BENEDICT 

family which ™d<xji has NIGHTINGALE 

logues m our own era. 


SOHO Theatre Company's four- 
week stay here (up London's Cale¬ 
donian Road and turn left) ends 
with an exceptionally good play, 90 
minutes of increasingly enthralling 
display of feelings between a 
46-year-old spinster of Irish de¬ 
scent and an exile from Falkirk, of 
about the same age. 

Terms of Abuse, Jessica 
Townsend’s first play, received 
mixed reviews for its attempt to 
probe the psychology of a couple re¬ 
sembling Fred and Rosemary 
West a task requiring the skills of 
Shakespeare or Sophocles. Here 
we have Noreen (Gabrielle Reidy), 
patiently looking after her crotch¬ 
ety granny (Bridget Turner) while 
longing for something she knows 
not what, and Fulton (John Stahl), 
mooching through the cemetery on 
his daily journeys between the 
Cross Keys and the Pig & Feasant. 

Jonathan FensonTs design is no 
more than a bath, washbasin and 


Middle-aged 
chemistry thrills 





toilet, dumped together m the mid¬ 
dle of the stage, ringed with a scat¬ 
tering of autumn leaves, and when 
Noreen rushes on at die start of the 
play, ups her skirt, downs her 
tights and sits on the loo — cue for 
the sound of falling water — I 
feared the worst for the play that 
would follow. 

What Immediately follows is 


Granny, tottering along to discover 
what keeps her away from the 
house for hours at a time. It is a 
longing for silence, we discover, 
and this need, far more insistent 
than a wish to have a bit of time to 
herself, arches over the play and re¬ 
turns at the end, when her life has 
been changed by a man who can¬ 
not disguise his astonishment that 
such a plain, religous. peculiar 
woman has similarly changed his. 

Reidy’s pink, round face, a 
stranger to make-up, looks as if 
tears (of grief? wonder?) are never 
far away. It is lovely to watch the 
way her hands move, and Stahl's 


too; revealing hesitation, desire, 
and all the conflicts between ought 
not and maybe might. An hilarious 
yet entirely serious scene in a con¬ 
fessional with Father O’Ryan 
(Gary Ulbum) points her dilemma: 
might fornication in a cemetery be 
granted God’s approval? FalheT 
doesn't think so at alL not at alL but 
surely Noreen (the saint) is on the 
side of the angels? 

Townsend's ear is attuned to the 
tricky tenderness existing between 
Noreen and her piping Granny, 
but even more remarkable is her 
understanding of the ways in 
which the good-hearted Scottish 
boozer finds himself so unexpected¬ 
ly affected. Directed by Polly Teale 
with zealous care for the' signifi¬ 
cance of glance and gesture, Angels 
and Saints and its players fuse to¬ 
gether in a thrilling artistic che¬ 
mistry. 

Jeremy Kingston 


Set on a collision course to nowhere 


INSTEAD of programme notes, 
you are given a postcard that reads 
simply: “A head-on collision be¬ 
tween two women who can’t see 
that they are exactly the same.” 

The two women in question are 
Claire Dowie and Peta Lily, who 
occupy what look like two restau¬ 
rant rabies about ten yards apart 
on the Drill Hall stage. The idea of 
them ramming into each other has 
a certain preposterous entertain¬ 
ment value, but this proves as mis¬ 
leading as the claim that they are 
alike. Which they're not. Lily is a 
fragrant, power-dressing yuppie; 
Dowie is a shifty, manly-tooking 
39-year-old in jeans and a brown 
leather jacket that is far too big. 

"Why did you come?” asks Lfly, 


gllng on a black skirt and match¬ 
ing jacket 

“Curiosity,” says Dowie. jiggling 
her knee. “Curiosity killed the cat” 
says Lily. "Better a cat than a 
bitch.” says Dowie. And so it goes. 
A needling match rather than a 

boxing match in which the two 
women— former lovers, we discov¬ 
er — try to harpoon each other's 
feminist credentials and end up 
missing by miles. 

With no context to speak of, this 
competition (to call it a power 
straggle would be far too dramatic) 
about who has the upper hand 
feels half-baked at best It seems to 
be years since they last met, such is 
their awkwardness and aggies- 





sion. Relying entirely on whisking 
past sexual misdemeanours out of 
a hat, and cynically debunking 
each others inflated ideas of post- 
feminism. the two go at each otho- 
like a couple of fiftihformers be¬ 
hind the bike sheds. Perhaps the 
most theatrical aspect of Golin 
Watkeys’s production is that the au¬ 
dience isn’t sure whether they’re 
meant to be eavesdroppers or ju¬ 
rors. or just plain unlucky. 

Stumbling over their lines and 
heating up like dodgy pressure 


cookers, they gradually make it 
dear that their adolescent affair 
was partly responsible for launch¬ 
ing their lives and careers on wild¬ 
ly differing trajectories, and that 
their personal revolutions stem 
from teenage jealousies. Oh. and 
that they listened to records rather 
than each other. 

Boyish, scraggy and churlish to 
the aid, Dowie’s rebel without a 
plot wears her chips all too heavily 
on her slumped shoulders. Uly 
wears her jaded Thaicherite glam¬ 
our like armour. If they didrollide. 
it would presumably be Camden 
council which would have to pick 
up the mess. 

James Christopher 
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Travels with Holland 
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Rootin’ round 


from the delta 


to the estuary 


Jools Holland tells Nigel Williamson why South London is as 


good as Mississippi if you need a shot of rhythm and blues 
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T elevision presenter, broad¬ 
caster. author and media 
celebrity Jools Holland's 
passport describes him 
simply as a musician, and that re¬ 
mains his own preferred descrip¬ 
tion. “Television programmes 
come and go." he says. “Touring 
with a band is what I've done since 
I was 15. It's my real living and it is 
what I know best You see people 
dancing and you know you have 
communicated exactly what you 
wanted to. I still find that exciting" 
Holland, who had a string of hit 
singles in his early days with 
Squeeze, is currently on a 30-date 
trek around Britain's concert halls 
with his 16-piece Rhythm and Blues 
Orchestra. There is also a new 
“best of album, collecting both his 
big-band and solo work. He is in 
the middle of the twelfth season of 
Later with Jools Holland on BBC2 
and last night he began a new 
BBC2 series called Beat Route. 

Over the course of six pro¬ 
grammes of this pan travelogue 
and part musical documentary. 
Holland gets to play with the veter¬ 
an Cuban pianist Ruben Gonzalez 
in Havana and with the great con¬ 
cert pianist Zoltan Kocsis in Buda¬ 
pest. In Beirut he finds the Leba¬ 
nese Spice Girls, and in Chicago he 
searches out the graves of such jazz 
greats as Jimmy Yancey and Albert 
Ammons. He has also just pub- 
fished a book of his musical travels 
to de in with the series. 

"Doing the series was fascinat¬ 
ing because it took me to all these 
musical places and it made me 
think about where I come from." he 
says. "I wondered what the unique 
sound of London is and it has to be 
British rhythm and blues. I would 
say the Thames Basin is as good as 
the Mississippi Delta for R&B." 
The idea that New Cross rivals 


New Orleans.as a musical mecca is 
not a widely held view, and I won¬ 
der if Holland is pulling my leg. 
But no. he has an entire theory. 
“You can draw a line on the map 
where the German bombs dropped 
and I think that South London herit¬ 
age from the war is the beginnings 
of British R&B. Keith Richards 
comes from Dartford and a V2 
bomb dropped just after he was 
bom and hit the house next door. 
He slept right through it. When 1 
was growing up in Deptford. 1 
spent a lot of time with my grand¬ 
mother. Her street was bombed 
and a lot of people were killed. Her 
windows were blown in and the pi¬ 
ano which I leamt on in her front 
room was still blackened front the 
blast. Something about that experi¬ 
ence had a profound effect." 


B ut isn't British R&B a 
pale imitation of an Amer¬ 
ican form? “But that's the 
whole point,” he says. 
“Keith Richards says he tries to 
play like Chuck Berry but he can't. 
It comes out different, which is 
what makes it great, because in¬ 
stead of being a straight copy, it 
comes out sounding totally original 
and British. It's the same with my 
band. We might try and edge in the 
direction of Count Basie but we can 
never sound like him. It oomes out 
as our own sound." 

The trouble and expense of main¬ 
taining a big orchestra is considera¬ 
ble. so why doesn't Holland make 
life simpler by touring as a trio or 
quartet? “It started as two people 
bur it kept on growing." he says. 
“Having an orchestra is hard work, 
it needs watering and feeding, but 
it nurtures you. too. 1 can see why 
people such as Count Basie had big 
bands. Nothing else quite has that 
sound. And the age ranges from 24 


to 65. so you've got a tremendous di¬ 
versity of influences and exper¬ 
iences within the band." 

Does he get frustrated that many 
people know him as a television per¬ 
sonality rather than a working mu¬ 
sician? “I understand it. When we 
started, we used to go into a pub in 
Deptford or Greenwich, take a cou¬ 
ple of guitars and start playing. If 
the publican liked us. he would say. 
‘Come back Saturday’. We would 
take our mates along and he'd pay 
us £15. Now we can play to 30,000 
people on this tour. But 1 can reach 
two million people on television." 

Indeed, Holland seems to have 
cornered the market. Why. despite 
the rise of MTV, does mainstream 
television make so few decent mu¬ 
sic programmes? 'They don't get a 
huge audience, they are expensive 
and not easy to get right,” he says. 
“1 think Later does a great job but it 
wouldn't do any harm to have a 
competitor. The BBC has become 
the natural home of good music on 
tlie box. Commercial television is 
doing it less and less." 

Over the six years that he has 
been fronting Later, Holland has 
accompanied everyone from B.B. 
King to Bjork. It is his show, so 
none of his illustrious guests can re¬ 
ally refuse. But is there anyone he 
still harbours an unfulfilled ambi¬ 
tion to play with? “Gladys Knight." 
he says without hesitation. “She’S 
just got the greatest voice. Ray 
Charles is up there, too. but 1 think 
lYn content just to watch him. I 
know I've got the best job in the 
world. 1 get to meet the greatest mu¬ 
sicians of the century and play with 
them and learn from them. I hope 
some of it sinks in.” 
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• Jools Holland — The Best Of is on Co¬ 
alition Records. The Jools Holland 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra is on tour 
until Dec JO 




Have piano, will travel: Jools Holland hitches a lift around the musical globe during the making of his new television series Beat Route 
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Dazzled 


T he seventh concise edition of The Times I 

Atlas of the World is offered to j * 

readers for only £45. a saving of E10 j 
on the cover price. J 

There is no comparative atlas with the I 

range of computer-generated reference maps I / 

included in this title, which is why it is I J / 

consistently featured in the J /. 

Bookwatch/Sunday Times bestsellers I 

reference listing. I , 

Reference maps: I7S pages of detailed I 

maps of major world regions. I 

Geographical reference section: I fit 

64 pages of maps, graphs and charts on I 

states and territories, physical maps of the j r 4? 
continents and oceans, the planets, climate. I 
vegetation, earthquakes, volcanoes and I 

population. I 

City plans: large-scale plans of I ^ 

46 major dries. I • 

index : 112 pages listing more than 95.000 I ^ ^ 
place names. I 

The atlas measures 360 x 265mm, has a J 1 . 

stylish, bronze-coloured slipcase and comes I 
in a dark blue hardback cover. It is ideal ‘ ^ 

for personal use g> as a gift. To order your 

copy call our 24-hour credit card orderline today or fill in 

the coupon and send it with your remittance lo the address below. 
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BURTON/COREA/ 

METHENY/ 

HAYNES/HOLLAND 

Like Minds 
(Concord Jazz 
CCD-WC13-2) 

RECORDED in December 
|PP7. this all-siar session is 
dearly sparked by Chick Co¬ 
rea’s and Gao’ BuminN ex- 
iraordinury musical rappon. 
bui sustains tis fire cnunesy of 
the basic compatibility that ex¬ 
ists betutvn flu* nf jazz’s must 
accomplished musicians. 
Thus, while Burton's umi- 
blingly inventive vilvs and Co¬ 
rea’s sparkling Yamaha CF3 
pnxluiv i he fkvi. foyitus music 
U *r w hicli ilicy ha\ e heo »nie la- 
mous. I|ai Nlelhem - whose 
idea Ibis recording was - 
proses yet again ih.H Ik- i.\ one 
of the most versatile euilarisls 
in jn/z. and an exemplary 
rhythm seeiimt — htissjM 


Modem music ignores our humble household 
appliances. In Mongolia, of course, they know better 


A s worries aboul minori¬ 
ties go. it’s not llte no- 
Wes 1 . I could be devot¬ 
ing good Worry Time lo ihe ag¬ 
onies genuine political refu¬ 
gees go through gening asy¬ 
lum in this country. Bui in¬ 
stead. I worry ahnji the music 
researclKTs un IVaiclulin;. 

You see. while fiikline mil- 
sic lo soundtrack a fiieix* on 
lurs nr pension plans is just a 
question ill gelling mu I Vir/ng 
in My Cur by Madiu-ss or 
Money Money Muncy by 
Abba, the agonies they go 
through when there's a j»n.«h- 
leni with a frklge-fnvA.’r that 
mysteriously defrosts on the 
first of every month has me in 
a lease, tangled knot. Willi all 
the billions nf songs in the 
world, there isn’t one thal 
deals with fridges. WatdulnR 
cobbled something together in 
the end. of course • Ice lev 
Baity by Vanilla la? hut it 
still points in something 
wrong in English-language 
musie. We only seem m cover 
three suhjeeis: love, guoil or 
bad; life heiny drearx: or Ivmg 
off your face on a I riday niehi. 

It's not like iltat in nilwr 
onintries. I've got. an album. 
Slltt-dv. by a collective ol Mon¬ 
golian Ihroat-smgers. and 
they seem lo have a linnlless 
suppK of tojiics: their horses; 
the mouniaiiLs: the journey 
from luvan to China; their 

horses; a shaman's conveisa- 
tnin with i\tc (rivs anti I unis. 


JAZZ ALBUMS 



Dave I lot land and dnimmer 
Roy Haynes - fairly bristle 
with controlled but puwerfully 
propulsive energv. 
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JOHN SI'UMAX 
John Sumunr, llow 
Many Clouds < an You 
See': laics of the 
.4/p >n( t ‘uin 

(Derain M4 SSt-2. S44 

SXj-i K44 SS.V21 
TAK l *if the vame sera's as the 
Tvcent early Mike ^c*-!brook 
recordings, these htiU-TI ,il- 
hums- by Jnhn Sumian feature 
many nf the sanw ivrsnntvl - - 
savophutlislv Mike rishnrtie. 
Alan Skidmore, immljonisi 
MulaOm Griffiths; drummer 
Alan Jackson, etc - artd also 
organic much of ihnr n«nr- 
nusly imentive music into 
suites. Sum tan's small-group 
work on Clouds, however, 
dcmonslniles just him txwer- 
ful he was, even at the start nf 
his career, cm his trademark 
baritrme. %\ ills 7 aies nf the Al¬ 
gonquin given over to Joint 
Warren's atnipot-iliuns for a 
Furman-led It*-piece, these re¬ 
issue!: demonstrate just h»m 
lively the British ian scene 
was in ihc earb P/7iK 



CAITLIN 

MORAN 


Well OK. ifs not a limitless 
supply: ihcyVc really gut a 
thing about horses. But you 
gel Ihe idea. Even in Britain. 
Ivforc pop ’n' rock, we used tit 
cover more of the life cycle 
than the small, tawdry seg¬ 
ment where one gets wry- 
drunk in a nightclub, lakes a 
young lady inin the car park, 
gets kicked in the trousers bv 
her boyfriend and spends the 
next day feeling rather glum. 
Ihc mighty Topic Records box 
set. The Vttice of the People, is 
u collection of old English folk 
song, and the subjects covered 
there are vast: where to poach: 
the ltest days to harvest: the 
beauty of a well-laid fire: the 
glen-clearances in the High 
lauds: inking a young muid-i-o 
inlo ihe fields and rolling her 
round in Ihe hav-diddle-cby. 

Dfcuur.se. in these areas mu¬ 
sic wasn't just for dancing, lov¬ 
ing or weeping to: it was a 





m t r * 



CHRIS PARKER | Catalonia should direct their muse at the Argos catalogue 


means of passing on informa¬ 
tion. rumour, history and 
myth. In die First World, in 
the late 20th century, we have 
television, books, film and the 
. media, and song isn’t the only 
information superhighway 
available to us. 

But then, it is when you’re 
14. My entire teenage life was 
conducted between the Boo Ra¬ 
dley's peppy “If you want it, 
take it now” and Ride'S admon¬ 
ishing “Sometimes you must 
accept dial you cant gel what 
you vyant", and my nascent 
shoplifting career became very 
confused as a result. Conse¬ 
quently. anyone who can pen 
a song that's dearly and simr 
ply afout something stands to 
make puts of money. Part of 
Catatonia's immense success 
this year is down to their keen 
eye for popular culture: 
Mulder and Scully. Road 
Rage — only B-sides called 
Windows vs and (Alleged) 
Westminster Gay Mafia could 
have ensured them more vital 
airplay on Watchdog. be 

You can get too specific^ 
though. On Gloria Esiefan’s 
Hold Me. Thrill Me. Kiss Me 
album, the might}' Glo tells 
the epic story of her litde sis* 
kt;s unfortunate medical con¬ 
dition. Estcfan minor, you see. 
once began burping uncontrol' 
luhly while slow-dancing with 
the man of her dreams, and ro- 
mantic disappointment swiftly 
followed. Now, that's too spe- 
afic Watchdog Healthcheek 
will never do an item aboul un¬ 
controllable burping. 

In the meantime. 9 !^ like to 
help the poor, frazzled music 
researcher on Watchdog. Next 
time you have a report on a 
dndp Hoover, may I suggest, 
in the absence of any tfedicat- 
cd vacuuming songs. You 
Suck by the Yeastie Girls? It'S 
ahnut something very, very 
rude; but until Catalonia getjjp 
on the case by writing an al* ■ - 
bum based around the con¬ 
tents of the Argos catalogue, 
you canl look a gift horse in 
the mouth. Unless you're a 
Mongolian throat-singer; in 
tthich case you probably do 
that sort of thing just for fun. 
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POP ALBUMS 

Cartoon capers 


ARTS 
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■ POP GIG 

Happy Family 


NEW POP albums: America’s South Park cartoon may be cult TV viewing, but the joke wears terribly thin in rock’n’roll, says David Sinclair 


Killing 
, Kenny 
and the 
rest of us 


m 



$ 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Chef Aid: The South 
Park Album 
(American /Coium bia 
491700 £14.49) 

COMEDY may not be the 
new rock’n’roll, but the two 
have become increasingly cosy 
bedfellows in the years since 
Beavis and Butt-Head began 
lampooning the values and 
videos of the MTV generation. 
An audience has grown up 
(physically, anyway) for 
whom musical Year Zero was 
marked by the first Beasde 
Boys album, and itjs this ado¬ 
lescent constituency, with its 
taste for heavy rode and rap 
music liberally laced with a 
brattish sense of humour, that 
has been successfully wooed 
by the crudely drawn charac¬ 
ters and puerile in-jokes of the 
cult TV cartoon series South 
Part Now comes Chef Aid: 
The South Park Album. 

Loosely structured as a “ben¬ 
efit concert" on behalf of the 
Chef character (played with la¬ 
conic wit by Isaac Hayes), the 
album accommodates a di¬ 
verse cast of performers rang¬ 
ing from superannuate! 
heavy rocker Ozzy Osbourne 
to rap star du jour Wydef 
Jean, along with a raft of de¬ 
pendably eccentric American 
groups including Primus, 
Ween and Devo. 

Executive producer Rick 
Rubin has a finely tuned ear 
for this kind of thing, and man¬ 
ages to coax some surprisingly 
substantial performances 
from Elton John on Wake Up 
Wendy, and an unholy alli¬ 
ance of Mase. Puff Daddy. Lil* 
Kim and System of a Down on 
a thundering rap-rock 


number called WillTheyDie4 
You. 

Bui the trouble with comedy 
albums is that they rarely 
stand up to repeated exposure, 
and this one is no exception. 
The silly-voice versions erf Bad 
Company's Feel Like Makin’ 
Love and Styx’s Come Sail 
Away , performed by diame¬ 
ters from the show, are imme¬ 
diately irritating, while other 
jokey set pieces, such as Ken¬ 
ny’s Dead (a retooled version 
of Curtis Mayfield’s Freddie's 
Dead) and a duet between 
Chef and Meat Loaf on To¬ 
night Js Right For Love, do not 
take much longer to pall. 

Chefs detailed recipe for 
Chocolate Salty Balls does 
have a rude vigour which is 
typical of the album. But frank¬ 
ly. it might make sense to stick 
them in your ears. 

THE LANCE 
GAM BIT TRIO 
Cocktail 2000 
(Music For Leisure 
MFLCDQ3 £11.99) 

WHILE outright comedy can 
be difficult to pul! off in a pop 
environment, irony is not a 
problem. Operating in much 
the same vein as the Mike 
Flowers Pops, though sadly 
without the rug. the Lance 
Gambit Trio offers a selection 
of instrumental lounge-bar ar¬ 
rangements of 1990s hits by 
artists such as Blur. Robbie 
Williams, the Verve, the Spice 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the limes Music 
Shop on 0345 023498. 



Coming to the aid of the chef. South Park’s Caitman. Stan and Kenny (who gets killed in most episodes) are joined on the album by the likes of Elton John. Puff Daddy and Meat Loaf 


Girls. Aqua and Oasis. Gam¬ 
bit’s piano playing is stiff and 
colourless, and if there is such 
a drummer as Tommy Monk, 
he sounds more like a drum 
machine than most drum ma¬ 
chines do. But you could imag¬ 
ine any of these recordings 
happily being piped through 
the corridors of Ikea. 

The real joke is how such 
treatments expose the paucity 
of melodic and harmonic inter¬ 
est in some songs —Return Of 
The Mack. D'You Know What 
1 Mean, Parklife and others — 
while highlighting the solid, es¬ 
sentially traditional founda¬ 
tions of others — notably Say 
You’ll Be There and The 
Drugs Don't Work. 


THETAMPERER 
FEATURING MAYA 
Fabulous 

(ftpper/Jive 053016 £13.49) 
TAKE away an additional 
Klubbheads Khibb Mix of 
their No 1 hit Feel It, tacked on 


at the end, and the debut al¬ 
bum by Italian DJ duo the 
Tamperer docks in at just 32 
minutes; a slender offering, al¬ 
though it seems longer- 
like so much European dis¬ 
co music. Fabulous is a clever¬ 


ly tweaked, of-the-moment 
product which relies heavily 
on old ideas. Feel It is based 
on a sample of the Jacksons’ 
Can You Feellt. while Get Up 
Get It Or borrows the horn 
riff from the Four Tops’ Reach 
Out (Til Be There). The duo’s 
own compositions are scarcely 
more original. 

Topically, the music is set to 
a rigid disco beat so unyield¬ 
ing that it sounds more like a 
square-bashing drill than the 
sound track to a night on the 
tiles. 

The comely Maya then sup¬ 
plies a suitably thought-pro¬ 
voking slogan — “What’s she 
going to look like with a chim¬ 
ney on her?” is her most suc¬ 


cessful so far — and wild, an¬ 
other hit is in the bag. 

Hastily assembled and 
rushed into the shops in time 
for the party season. Fabulous 
is a blatant smash and grab 
raid an the yule funds. They 
should have called themselves 
the Plunderer. 

ROBYN HITCHCOCK 

Storefront Hitchcock — 

Music from the 
Jonathan Demme Picture 
(Warner Bros 9362-46846 
£15.99) 

ALTHOUGH doomed forever 
to roam the cult hinterlands 
aJong_with fellow English folk- 
rock eccentrics such as Roy 
Harper, Robyn Hitchcock still 


has the clout to play the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall next Monday 
and to get film director Jonath¬ 
an Demme fjsilence of the 
Lambi) to make a documenta¬ 
ry about him. 

’ Recorded live in a New York 
shop window, and punctuated 
by rambling, surreal mono¬ 
logues, Storefront Hitchcock 
is the soundtrack to Demme’s 
movie, and captures the 
former Soft Boy in full idiosyn¬ 
cratic flight Fbom the “jittery*’ 
histrionics of Freeze to a sur¬ 
prisingly tender version of 
Jimi Hendrix's The Wind 
Cries Mary, Hitchcock main¬ 
tains a fitful momentum with¬ 
out ever disclosing what exact¬ 
ly he is on about 
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(1) UmBos ft GmMmm — Itm Bostof. 

(2) rmBMaBqwdtagltai- 

(3) UkMOMMn- 

(5) Tfce Boat of 1880-1990_ 

(IB) MapO—.— . ... .. 

(7) taMtfHOriy- 

(14) Vote* of am Antfot. 

(4 TTm Boat of_ 

(tt>) HHo. 


.George Michael (Epic) 


. Robbie WBJmms (CtvysaOs) 

_Cons (Atlantic) 

_U2 (Wand) 

.Steps (Awe) 


-Bee Gees (Poljdoi) 


.Charlotte Church (Sony OassicaD 

-M People <M People) 

-PhB Cot!ins (Virgin) 

Marini Carey (Columbia) 
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• Figure in brackets indicates last weeks position 


Dazzled by the twin beams 


O nly the Spice Girls 
have put more bums 
on seals m the UK 
this year than Tunde Baiyewu 
and Paul Tucker. After tomor¬ 
row’s homecoming show in 
Newcastle, the Lighthouse 
Ffcmily will have played to 
225.000 people in 1998. not to 
mention the three million cop¬ 
ies of their two albums that 
have slipped into the CD trays 
of a nation in the past two and 
a half years. 

Their airy MOR style, set in 
train after a couple of false 
starts with the 1996 success of 
Lifted, has laid the duo bare to 
accusations of self-satisfied 
musical conservatism. As if 
they need worry. The public 
appetite for their product is in¬ 
satiable, but the Family and 
friends work extremely hard 
at feeding it This was their sec¬ 
ond Wembley engagement of 
the year and the seventh UK 
arena dare on a schedule that 
also stretched across seven oth¬ 
er European countries. 

Eariy-comers had the bonus 
of a support slot by Karen 
Ramirez, one of the year’s 
most refreshing pop discover¬ 
ies. who showcased her charm¬ 
ing Distant Dreams album in 
the Arena’s unenviable wide 
\\ open spaces. Her lack of live 
■ experience was occasionally ev¬ 
ident, but songs such as the fo- 
turistic New Reality and the 
Latin-inflected Troubled Girl 
bode well for her future, and a 
stripped-back version of her 





hit Looking For Love with 
Tony Remy on acoustic guitar 
was particularly sucressfuL 

The Family opened with in¬ 
dustrial scenes of moving 
trains and factory chimneys, 
but the group’s music sits high¬ 
er in the social strata, and a 
swatch of tasteful pastels from 
their albums was soon on dis¬ 
play. They are justifiably more 
confident now in their powers 
as live entertainers, and their 
roles are well defined: Baiyewu 
with the honeyed voice and 
slightly coy demeanour. Tuck¬ 
er the laddish cheerleader urg¬ 
ing the crowd to make this 
their “best show ever”. 

Both parties gave it a go, 
with Lifted living up to its title. 
The formulaic feel of some of 
their subsequent hits did some- 
times’ prompt a haven *t-we- 
had-this-one feeling, and the 
Lighthouse beam would hard¬ 
ly be dimmed if they were to 
stir a few unexpected spices 
into the concert stew. But then 
High was a veritable roof-rais¬ 
er. This may be lacquered and 
veneered pop for the Ikea gen¬ 
eration. but have you seen the 
queues outside their stores? 



F aced with a choice be¬ 
tween Cole Porter and 
the Celine Dion song- 
book, vocalists can hardly be 
blamed for preferring to live in 
the past Good songs are still 
being written, however, even if 
they rarely get much airplay, 
and Nidd Leighton-Thomas 
delivers a basketful of surpris¬ 
es from that eternal swinger, 
Fran Landesman. 

The American expat who 
gave us Spring Can Really 



PAUL SEXTON Tunde Baiyewu and Paul Tucker of the lighthouse Family 


Hang You Up The Most was 
honoured with an appearance 
on Desert Island Discs not too 
long ago — proof that even bo¬ 
hemians mellow in the end. To 
judge by her contribution to 
Lrighton-Thomas's endearing 
album Damned If I Do. 
Landesman'5 eye for humour 
and life’s dark corners is as 
sharp as ever. 

Leighton-Thomas does not 
possess the most naturally im¬ 
posing voice — the tone is of¬ 
ten thui and girlish beyond the 
middle register, and her sense 
of rhythm sometimes rudimen¬ 
tary. On the other hand it 
makes a change to hear a sing¬ 
er who is not always veering to¬ 
wards the middle of the Atlan¬ 
tic 

More to the point, she is de¬ 
veloping a fruitful partnership 
with the pianist Simon Wal- 


- - 

mcw miisic: Gerald Lamer listens to works by two Estonian composers in Huddersfield 


iscovered.” Arvo Part has ob- 
at it is enough when a single 
ilayed beautifully " Many 
t of them by Part, have been 
sung and played by the IEs- 
lharmonic Chamber Choir 
UimTChamber Orchestra at 
rsfield Contemporary Mu- 

i_ .a* kaan pnru 1PH. 


Noted ritual abuse 



to the concerts to indulge 
in Part's asceticism and. to 
eir reactions, found some 

tual refreshment in his pa¬ 
pally elaborated, selton- 

1 J IPYlS 
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n the real world. Bur for 

y do that depends entirely 

sramentofthemdividi^ 

ie congregation. For these 

Ufficult to believe m 

to the Huddersfield Festi¬ 


val for contemporary music, the whole 
part celebration has been a perplexing 
experience. . 

What is the point, the sceptics might 
have asked themselves at the first Brit¬ 
ish performance of the Canon of Re¬ 
pentance. of this simulation of Russian 
Orthodox church music and this holy 
observation of so many of the textural 
and colour restrictions that implies? 
The vocal lines and harmonies do flow 
naturally from the rhythms and inflec¬ 
tions of the Slavonic church text and 
they do immediately create then_own 
atmosphere. The mum of the EPCC 
under the dedicate! direction of Tonu 
Valiuste remained remarkably fresh 
and admirably secure throughout an 


unsparingly long succession of unac¬ 
companied odes and prayers. While ap¬ 
preciating all that, as time went on and 
— through sheer force of self-denial — 
the event became less of a musical per¬ 
formance and more a church ritual, 
any member of the audience who had 
come to St Paul’s Hall for aesthetic in¬ 
terest can only have become increasing¬ 
ly frustrated. 

Much the same observations apply 
to the concert in the Town Hall where 
the EPCC was joined by the Hilliard 
Ensemble and the TCO, again under 
the direction of Kaljuste. The basic pro¬ 
cedure of Part's Litany, which most 
prominently includes a prayer setting 
for an ensemble of four solo voices, is at¬ 


tractive in its ethereal colouring and its 
precise setting of its English text. But. 
subtitled “prayers of St John of Chrys¬ 
ostom for each hour of the night and 
day". Litany goes through its basic pro¬ 
cedure 24 times, which again repre¬ 
sents a submission of music to the ritu¬ 
al of mortification in spite of the overall 
structural strategy of die piece. The 
same composer's Trisagion. which is 
scored for string ensemble but articulat¬ 
ed according to die inflections of old 
Slavonic prayers, did little to reverse 
the balance: 

So. in circumstances dominated by 
the ethos and influence of Part, it was 
brave of Erkki-Sven Tuur. a representa¬ 
tive of a younger generation of Estoni¬ 
an composers, to compose a requiem in 
which he has not only shortened the li¬ 
turgical text, instead of stretching it to 
infinity, but has set it and coloured it in 
his own resourceful way. 


Songs that 
spring surprises 


lace, who acts as composer 
and arranger chi her album. 
Whenever Landesman '5 inspi¬ 
ration flags — In A New York 
Minute, for instance, is not 
much more than a tourist bus 
tour of the mean streets—Wal¬ 
lace is always on hand with a 
crisp phrase or an unexpected 


twist of melody. They make an 
imposing team. I would be sur¬ 
prised not to hear more cover 
versions of Only Why No 
More . a ballad raid to have 
been inspired by Beckett Its ac¬ 
cumulation of enigmatic 
phrases leaves the impression 
of one long, yearning sigh. 


Leighton-Thomas played to 
her strengths, conveying the 
lyric with die genuine authori¬ 
ty of an actress. She sounded 
just as persuasive on the study 
in melancholy that was Down, 
as well as on the mischievous 
Nieto's Dilemma. Love For 
Sale supplied a rare look back¬ 
wards, but the arrangement 
moved from a conventional 
verse into a funkier chorus pro¬ 
pelled by Alec Dankworth’s in¬ 
sistent bass line and Paul Rob¬ 
inson’S adroit backbeat POrtpr 
goes contemporary. 

Clive Davis 


SEX? 

Tkeres no read quite like it Fbmnd*iTm 



the Erotic Review 

is the fastest-growing magazine in Britain, and the most talked-about. In the bumper 
Christmas issue (out now), you will find: Simon Ravens scandalous new story, an exclu¬ 
sive excerpt from Arnold Vfcsker’s new erotic novel; Fiona Pht-Kethley goes into broth¬ 
els and Michael Bywater runs one; Naim Alallah writes on knickers; Stephen Bayley puts 
Peter Mandelson behind him and discusses the new taboos; Christina Odone is stranded 
on the Island of Seduction. 

Wittier than the Spectator, more erudite than The Economist, richer in country matters than 
Country Lift. It goes beyond the top shelf. And now it’s monthly. Subscribe now and 
receive the next ten issues for £20. For yourself, or a gift for a friend, lover, husband or wife. 
That’s 20% off the cover price. 20% less than you'd pay at WHSmitb. If they’d sell it. 


YES I WISH TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE Erotic REVIEW FOR ONE YEAR FROM THE CURRENT (NOWOBC) ISSUE. 
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Piers v the black-top bullies 


N 


ewspaper pundits 
were described ear¬ 
lier this autumn as 
"undertakers-, per¬ 
haps because we are often 
called upon to discuss bad 
news from Fleet Street such as 
the funeral processions of edi¬ 
tors who have “resigned" or 
whose sales are falling. One re¬ 
cent victim has been Piers 
Morgan, savagely criticised 
by his peers for publishing 
three stories which violated 
the privacy of Prince Harry at 
Eton. 

“Mr Morgan's disingenu- 
ousness is not just puerile; it is 
unprofessional," said The Dai¬ 
ly Telegraph last Saturday. 
His dash with the 
Palace was de¬ 
scribed in The 
Guardian as 
“wholly fatuous", 
and it quoted an 
unnamed tabloid 
editor describing 
Morgan as "a twit 
of the first order” 
who demeaned 
the trade. 

Unabashed. 

Morgan turned 
on bos tormentors 
this week and initi¬ 
ated the first tab¬ 



loid media column, allegedly 
written by Lisa O’Carroll but 
in which all the oommentators 
and analysts sounded uncanni¬ 
ly like Morgan himself. It at¬ 
tacked the “black-tops" — The 
Guardian, Telegraph and 
Times—and said that their ed¬ 
itors were “quaking in thdr 
boots" over felling sales. 

Morgan describes the new 
column as his “rapid-response 
unit”. It will be published as 
and when be thinks fit. “It will 
depend on how much I am tor¬ 
mented by the black-tops." he 
says. As he suggests, newspa¬ 
per sales are certainly falling 
in the run-up to Christmas, as 
they always do. Yet his col¬ 
umn. since we can all be selec¬ 
tive, foiled to point out that 
Mirror sales fell in October by 
41,000, against 10,000 for The 
Times and 20,800 for The Dai¬ 
ly Telegraph. 

Yet three newspapers are cel¬ 


ebrating small triumphs. One 
belongs to The Independent. 
which has achieved sales in¬ 
creases in five of die six 
months since Simon Kelner be¬ 
came Editor in May. It sold 
223,000 copies a day last 
month, against 215,000 in 
April. That still leaves The In¬ 
dependent at the bottom of the 
league, but at least moving in 
the right direction. 

Given the debasing of the In¬ 
dependent brand, moreover, 
since the departure of found¬ 
ing Editor Andreas Whittam 
Smith — and the three meth¬ 
ods of editing the paper tried 
this year before Kelner's ap¬ 
pointment — his is a notable 
achievement, as 
well as a small vic¬ 
tory for the old- 
fashioned journal¬ 
ism he has rein tro- 
duoed. ■ Tony 
O’Reilly's Inde¬ 
pendent Newspa¬ 
pers has so far in¬ 
vested £5 million 
in The Independ¬ 
ent and is looking 
for sustainable 
long-term growth. 

Two other tiny 
triumphs were re¬ 
corded by the Au- 
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Co-op chiefs quizzed on £2.4ni payment 
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Blair sharpens hi 
‘feudal domination 
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dit Bureau of Circulations last 
month, when two new nation¬ 
al newspapers made their de¬ 
but. One was Sunday Busi¬ 
ness. launched in February, 
which recorded a circulation 
of 50,151. The other was Brit¬ 
ain's first national sports news¬ 
paper, Sport First, launched 
in March, which declared a 
sale of 67,000. 

Under Editor Jeff Randall, a 
former City editor of The Sun¬ 
day Times business section, 
Sunday Business, selling at 
SOp. set itself a modest three- 
year target, a sale of 
80.000-100,000. mainly in Lon¬ 
don and the South East U I 
may sound cocky.” says Ran¬ 
dall. “but I genuinely believe 
that we will achieve that circu¬ 
lation within three years". 

With two 40-page broad¬ 
sheet sections, produced by 
only 40 journalists. Randall is 
turning out a substantial news- 


On the up: The Independent finally has cause for cautious optimism, as do newcomers Sunday Business and Sport First 

d 

staffc 


paper which is high on text, 
doesn't dumb down, doesn’t re¬ 
port sport and commands the 
respect of his rivals. 

His claim that Sunday Busi¬ 
ness has started penetrating 
the boardroom is supported 
by MORI’S most recent Cap¬ 
tains of Industry poll which in¬ 
dicated that it considered Sun¬ 
day Business more useful than 
all its rival Sundays apart 
from The Sunday Times and 
The Sunday Telegraph. Al¬ 
though 30 per cent read The 
Mail on Sunday, only 8 per 
cent found it useful. 


S 


tnoe it is printed in 
Portsmouth, Sunday 
Business foils to get 
north of York and 
Blackpool but it will be on 
sale in Newcastle this Sunday 
and there are plans to get the 
paperto Scotland next year, es¬ 


pecially to Edin¬ 
burgh, the second 
largest financial 
services centre in 
Europe. 

Sport First, sell¬ 
ing for SOp, is a 
64-page tabloid 
with a heavy em¬ 
phasis on football 
but also with de¬ 
cent coverage last 
week of rugby, rac¬ 
ing, cricket and ten¬ 
nis. There are 28 
pages on football 
and another 14 
with 10.000 results 


Three 


papers 


are 


enjoying 

small 

triumphs 


duced by a full- 
time staffof 15, sup¬ 
plemented on Sat¬ 
urdays by 50 subs. 
Columnists include 
Bobby Robson. 
David Pleat and 
Steve Cram. 

Sport First, edit¬ 
ed by-the former 
Expressman Dav¬ 
id Emery, is the 
brainchild of Keith 
Young, a veteran 
printing contractor 
who made his for¬ 
tune on the Inter- 


and fix¬ 
tures (compared with 21 sports 
pages in the News of the 
World). It reports or previews 
every weekend match in the 
Premiership and in die first, 
second and third divisions, 
adds two more pages on non¬ 
league football and is pro- 


net with Easynet and who is 
also a big shareholder in Ever- 
ton. He has spent £3 million 
on Sport First and- is hoping 
that it will be selling 100,000 
copies a week by the new year, 
so that the paper stops “haem¬ 
orrhaging'' money. 

Young's experience demon¬ 


strates the conflict, at any 
launch, between ambition and 
caution. Since spending 
£150,000 on twenty 30-second 
advertising slots on LWT on 
one Saturday night and gain¬ 
ing 35,000 new readers, most 
of whom stayed loyal, he 
thinks he may have been too 
cautious and should have 
spent more on TV promotion. 

Nobody is watching the 
progress of Sport First more 
closely than David Mont¬ 
gomery, the chief executive of 
Mirror Group. MGN plans to 
relaunch Sporting Life as a 
seven-day tabloid next year 
with a target sale of 150.000 a 
day. Dummies are now being 
tested on potential readers and 
Jeremy Reed, the managing di¬ 
rector of the Mirror sport divi¬ 
sion. is encouraged by what 
Sport First has achieved with 
its limited distribution. 


Plugging in 
to Ambridge 


PR Week has an intriguing 
case study of how a pres¬ 
sure group managed to get 
airtime for its cause on the 
Radio 4 soap opera The 
Archers. 

The British Horse Soaeiy 
this year organised a “Root 
Out Ragwort Week", to 
make people aware that the 
weed can poison horses. 
Nichola Gregory, the socie¬ 
ty's press officer, sent infor¬ 
mation on it to the pro¬ 
gramme’s producers — and 
the issue was duly men¬ 
tioned in an August instal¬ 
ment. 

Gregory' says this tri¬ 
umph marked the highlight 
of her career. “If you've got 
a good story and know how 
to tell it, you can get it any¬ 
where," she 
crows. 


revealing plans to raarket- 
Radio 3, using a new set of 
TV trailers on BBC2. 

The document says these 
trailers should be used to 
target Classic FM and em¬ 
phasise Radio 3s distinctive¬ 
ness. Classic FM has al¬ 
ready complained to the 
Broadcasting Standards 
Commission about an 
earlier set of ads for Radio 3 
on BBC2, in which it claims 
to have been unfairly 
attacked. 


■ ALL lads 
throughout 
the world will 
soon be able 
to taste the 
raunchy de¬ 
lights of the monthly Load¬ 
ed, says Press Gazette. 

The publishers. IPC. plan 
to launch separate editions 
in the United Stares, Russia, 
Australia and South Africa. 
The magazine’s up-front 
approach to sex. drugs and 
youth culture earns it a cir¬ 
culation of more than 
450,000, but it is likely to be 
toned down for some mar¬ 
kets, especially the US. 

Loaded was launched in 
1994 by Tim Southwell and 
James Brown. Southwell 
who subsequently left the 
magazine, was appointed 
editor this week to replace 
Derek Harbinson. 



■ A MARGARINE war is 
forecast by Marketing in its 
report of the launch next 
year by Johnson Sc Johnson 
of a new low-cholesterol 
brand. Benecol which is 
said to cut cholesterol levels 
by 10 per 
cent, 

Saatchi 
& Saatchi 
has been 
appointed 
to handle 
die launch, 
which is: 
expected to come just before 
the introduction of a rival 
product by Unilever — 
marketed either as part of 
its established Flora range, 
or under its American 
brand name. Take ControL 


■ SKULDUGGERY in the 
placid world of classical 
music radio is reported by 
Marketing Week. Classic 
FM has obtained a leaked 
BBC strategy document 


■ J. WALTER THOMP¬ 
SON has come top of Mar¬ 
keting Week’s Agency Rep¬ 
utations Survey for the 
fourth successive year. 
Abbott . Mead Vickers 
BBDO came second and 
McCann-Erickson third. 

In the award’s ten-year 
history, JWT has won eight 
times. The magazine says 
its strengths lie in its per¬ 
ceived ability to act in its cli¬ 
ents’ long-term interests, its 
marketing and strategy 
analysis and its strong man¬ 
agement. 


Michael Leapman 
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MARKETING DIRECTOR 


North West 


Growing success by creative direct marketing 

c£55,000 + bonus + benefits 


Our diem, a respected pic, is the market leader in 
its specific sector. Core business is the sale aid 
distribution by mail order of high volume consumer 
goods, through an extensive network of UK based 
agents. The business is highly cash generative, which 
has funded investment and diversification into areas 
which include financial services, but there remain 
significant further opportunities for substantial growth. 


Your budget will be significant, enabling a full range 
of direct marketing, including direct response TV, 
promotional activity, and appropriate market research. 


Your role will be to maintain a clear focus on 
maximising existing capacity and resources, whilst 
shaping the strategic direction of the business. Co¬ 
ordinating a dedicated team, you will be responsible for 
improving customer loyalty across the brand, and 
initiating the development and creation of new products, 
in addition, you win put new vigour into the cost 
effective recruitment and retention of agents, and the 
development of profitable business through 
relationships with third panes. 


Ideally, you will be of graduate calibre, with a 
background of achievement in mail order, direct 
marketing, or marketing of financial services, and a first 
hand appredation of the operational issues of customer 
services and fulfilment. Key to success will be your 
interpersonal skills and strong ability to influence others 
and manage change. Confident m approach, you will be 
commercially aware and driven to achieve results. 


This business has undoubted growth potential and 
personal success could lead to significant career 
progression. 


Please write with fbO detags of your career and 
current salary, quoting Ref: 2725/F, to Cfive lister, at 
Regent ConsUtbig. Regent House. 59 Castle Street, 
RaacSng. Berkshire RGEL 7SN. Teh 01X8 956 0522. 


Regent Consulting ® 


EGStft.: 5£«2i KS SESTEH BV9W 


I F M R 


EUROPEAN SPONSORSHIP DIVISION 

^ c arc x rapidly expanding business services group with offices in marc then 30 Gountrin. and an noul turnover 
in excess of £100,000.000. The Group has over SDOO clients in 41 commie* indadi n g 870 of the vtorltfv compa n ies. 
Two positions nc bow available within ihc highly successful European spons o rship dhisioo based in the London office. 

to be a highly motivated individual with the strength «ttd ability IQ negotiate M Director level over the 
telephone with our imeinational corporate clients. Early opportunities exist for progression to management and/or 

transfer to overseas offices. 

Previous sales experience is essential. 

OTE of£35K 

Send jour CV now quoting reference AW-SPO.V5 to: 

1FMR 

^ . 4 CAVENDISH SQUARE 

e-mail: aKsonp@tiignkxoTO_ LONDON WLM OBX fox : 0171580 2075 
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‘You’ve got 
to follow the 
money — a 
joint venture 
in Europe 
is the 

way forward’ 

Rupert Murdoch is seeking media deals 
with partners on the Continent. It is, he 
tells Raymond Snoddy, the place to be 





T his weekend Rupert Murdoch 
was planning to spend Thanks¬ 
giving at his farm at Carmel in 
California. It was going to be a 
rare four-day holiday for die chairman 
and chief executive of The News Corpora¬ 
tion, parent company of The Times. 

“I was really looking forward to it I 
needed it to recharge my batteries.’' says 
Murdoch. Instead he will be flying the 
Atlantic back to London for expected 
talks with Franco Bemabe, the newly 
appointed chief executive of Telecom Ita¬ 
lia. A planned joint venture with the Ital¬ 
ian group to launch digital satellite tele¬ 
vision in Italy is the first and most signifi¬ 
cant part of a new attack on the continen¬ 
tal European market through a new 
Milan-based subsidi¬ 
ary. News Corp Europe. 

Instead of the holiday, 

Murdoch says that he 
will probably be “walk¬ 
ing around Sky. It won't 
be heavy duty." 

On Monday he was in 
London for the News- 
Corp Europe launch. 

Then it was off to the US 
for a speaking engagement at the Har¬ 
vard Business School on Tuesday. 

“I would like to attract business gradu¬ 
ate students in the US and the UK into 
the media and let them know that life 
doesn't have to lead to an investment 
bank or McKinsey lthe management con¬ 
sultants).’' 

Rupert Murdoch is talking over coffee 
in the lounge of the Savoy Hotel soon 
after introducing the executive chairman 
of News Corp Europe. Lerizia Moratti 
(the former chairwoman of RAI, the I tal¬ 
ian state broadcaster) to the internation¬ 
al press. 

In addition to the partnership with Tel¬ 
ecom Italia. News Corp Europe plans a 
joint venture with TF1. the French broad¬ 
caster, to launch a cable and satellite 
channel targeted at 15 to 35-year-olds. 
More partnerships and deals are dearly 
under way, although Murdoch says he 
much prefers the operational side of 
newspapers and TV to the hours spent in¬ 
side merchant banks finalising deals. 

He says he is enjoying life very much 
and has lost none of his appetite for 
expanding News Corporation — even 
though it is “a little too frantic". Earlier 
ihis month there were the "road shows” 
for the public offering of shares in the 
Fox film and TV businesses, which 
involved two trips to the UK in two 
weeks and up to ei^ht presentations a 
day in 15 American dties. 

At the end of it he had to fly to Austral¬ 
ia for the weekend to attend the funeral 
of his firsn wife Patricia: their marriage 
was dissolved 30 years ago. 

Talking about his schedule, Murdoch, 
who will be 68 in March, says: "1 keep fit. 

I work out at the gym every day 1 .get tne 
chance, which means when I am in New 
York or Los Angeles. I feel 1 am fitter 
than I have ever been. 1 hope 1 am men¬ 
tally fit as well." 

The move into Europe is one of News 
Corporation’s most significant for some 
time and comes after possible h^ks with 
Canal Plus in France, with the Kircn 
organisation in Germany, and win su- 
vio Berlusconi — “at his invitation 



came to nothing. A newspaper joint ven¬ 
ture in Germany with the publishers 
Bunia was a failure. Until now, despite 
the aspirations, there has been little in 
continental Europe apart from a 49 per 
cent stake in the German television chan¬ 
nel VOX and a Dutch radio station. All 
that is going to change. 

“1 think it has become essential for an 
international company to follow this glo¬ 
balisation thing," says Murdoch. “You 
have got to follow the money and, apart 
from the emotions, Europe is 40 per cent 
of the media market, the US is 40 per 
cent and die rest is 20 per cent” 

Worse, much worse, than the cultural 
and linguistic barriers were the politics 
and the different media rules in virtually 
every country. “A Euro¬ 
pean venture with a Eu¬ 
ropean face and Europe¬ 
an partners. I think, is 
the only way forward," 
says Murdoch, who is 
seeking partners to take 
5 per cent or 10 per cent 
stakes in the holding 
company. On a country- 
by-country basis, part¬ 
ners would take much larger stakes, 
such as Telecom Italia’s planned 51 per 
cent in the digital satellite venture to 
News Corp Europe* 39 per cent 

Murdoch declines to name potential 
partners, although it is likely that they 
will include major European publishing 
houses anxious to extend their presence 
in the electronic madia. The Axel Spring¬ 
er group of Germany, publishers of Bild 
newspaper, and Rizzoli. owners of the 
Cornere della Sera newspaper, are dear¬ 
ly the sort of companies he has in mind. 

As he opens up a new front in the inter¬ 
national media battle. Murdoch is very 
content at the current state of his existing 
businesses and believes that Britain “is 
quite the star performer”. 

'The SkyDigitaJ launch has been terrif¬ 
ic. It has succeeded in fixing in the public 
mind that digital and Sky are almost syn¬ 
onymous.” He says that the 
next stage of the marketing 
campaign will be to promote 
specifics — channels such as 
Discovery and National Geo¬ 
graphic. and the coverage of 
live events. 

His mood is hardening 
against ONdigital, the digital 
terrestrial service, which also 
carries BSkyB chmuiels such 
as sports and movies. Mur¬ 
doch says he finds it hard 
that BSkyB should have to 
provide its best programmes 
to ONdigital while ONdigitiil 
is nor required to "supply its 
programmes to us. Insomuch 
as it has any”. 

“We had to fight them to get the money 
we were owed and had to fight the Inde¬ 
pendent Television Commission at every 
stage to get a level playing field.” 

He says of ONdigital: “1 think we are 
real rivals now and in some ways we 
would love to be able to keep all the sport 
to ourselves, because we pioneered iL" 

He adds with a grin: “We are going 
out to win”. 

Rupert Murdoch says that his UK 
newspapers — The Sun. News of the 
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Rupert Murdoch, chairman and chief executive of The News Corporation: ready to do business on the Continent 


‘I feel 
that I am 
fitter 
than I 
have 

ever been 1 


World. The Times and The Sunday 
Times — are “holding their positions in 
the marketplace extremely well” and a 
period of stability is likely with no intensi¬ 
fication of the price war. There is a slight 
downturn in classified advertising at The 
Times and The Sunday Times, although 
this has been more than,made up for by 
better-than-expected national advertis¬ 
ing. Although there has been 
an occasional raised eyebrow 
over some of The Sun's head¬ 
lines — asking if Tony Blair 
was the most dangerous man 
in Britain over the euro, and 
wondering whether Britain 
was run by “a gay mafia”, are 
the main examples — Mur¬ 
doch says he is a “100 per cent 
supporter” of David Tol¬ 
land'S editorship. 

“There have been moments 
of overstatement but David is 
a very intelligent young man, 
and it is inevitable when a 
_____ new editor comes into a 
paper, which was in danger 
of losing its self-confidence, and forces 
the pace that there will be a few mis¬ 
takes." he says. “But David is the sort of 
person who learns from his mistakes 
without a word from me or anyone else.” 

Murdoch is watching the uncertainty 
over the future of Polygram Filmed En¬ 
tertainment production carefully and 
would be very interested in working with 
some of its independent producers if they 
became available. 

If the price was right. News Corpora¬ 
tion might still be interested in EMI. the 


music publishing and record group, 
despite Murdoch's worries about the 
music market 

In the UK, Murdoch believes he could 
now be “a natural ally" of the BBC and 
would like to work more closely with the 
corporation. In the past he says, people 
have exaggerated nis opposition to the- 
BBC simply because certain editors of 
The Sun have taken against 
the corporation, as have edi¬ 
tors of The Times, mainly 
over the licence fee. 

”1 have always had, I think, 
good relations with the gover¬ 
nors of the BBC." he says. “I 
think we could work with 
them and I would like to. Our 
problem is that in the ranks 
of the BBC there is an elitism 
which doesn’t like me or our 
newspapers, or Sky in partic¬ 
ular. Their strategy depart¬ 
ment seems obsessed with 
how to fight Sky and Mur¬ 
doch rather than what's best 
for the BBC" 

He is delighted that, for the past three 
weeks. Fox Broadcasting has been the 
number one US network in its 15 hours 
of prime-time programming — though 
mainly by holding on to its audience as 
others fell away. 

But even as he notes with pleasure 
such unexpected successes. Murdoch 
still worries about one subject — what to 
do about tiie Internet. 

‘The huge trend in the media is the In¬ 
ternet It is immense and we have a con¬ 
stant discussion.” he says. Yet apart 


‘I think 
we could 
work with 
the BBC 
and Pd 
like to’ 


from using the Internet for brand exten¬ 
sion, News Corporation has not taken a 
major plunge. Murdoch could, he says, 
have bought a large stake in Amazon, 
com., the Internet book-selling service, 
and made a $1 billion capital gain by sell¬ 
ing the stake. But Amazon, he adds, has 
yet to make a penny profit and is already 
facing intensified competition. 

Murdoch points out that 
140 companies raised capital 
in the US in the early days of 
the automobile and none is 
around today. “There will cer¬ 
tainly be a time. We will find 
a way into it (the Internet) but 
if you are going to make mon¬ 
ey out'of it. you have to pro¬ 
vide a unique service that will 
be hard for anyone to imitate, 
or some form of branded mer¬ 
chandise." 

As he spends the Thanks¬ 
giving weekend trying to 
cement the big move into Ita- 
Jy on the back of exclusive 
football rights, the goal is 
dear in his mind. “All types of informa¬ 
tion are going to become ubiquitous in 
every home. You get it off satellite, off an 
ISDN telephone line or your cable. The 
transactions will be tremendous. The 
working wife will do her supermarket 
shopping when she gets home on Friday 
night — the same order as last week, 
plus strawberries, and for a £3 or £4 sur¬ 
charge it will be on your doorstep at 
9am." Murdoch forecasts. 

The only tricky bit will be actually get¬ 
ting there. 


My PR 
strategy for 
Boycott 

ON THE face of it, defending the reputation of 
self-confessed male chauvinist and professional 
Yarkshireman Geoffrey Boycott against allega¬ 
tions of battering his girlfriend at a luxury' hotel 
on the Cote d'Azur was going to be an uphill 
struggle. So many public preconceptions and 
misconceptions, there was precious little point 
in trying to reinvent my diem. 

Ironically, 1 was approached first by his 
former girlfriend. Margaret Moore — she was 
drinking champagne with a friend at the time 
and demanding £1 million for details of an 
attack at the hands of one of the “world's big¬ 
gest stars". The dock struck 13 and I knew this 
woman was not for Max Clifford. 

Subsequently. Geoffrey's people were in con¬ 
tact and I had realised in the interim that if. as 
claimed. he had hit her 20 times then Ms 
Moore’s face would be a bloody pulp. Of 
course, it would be a challenge to save his repu¬ 
tation but she was living in doud-cuckoo-land. 

The verdict of the French judge, who refused 
to admit evidence which might have proved Ms 
Moore had fallen and hit her head on a table, in . 
conjunction with The Sun's stand against Boy¬ 
cott, looked grim. But, like or despise the man, 
he has no previous form for battering anyone, 
male or female. 

The strategy was simple’— England’s great¬ 
est ever defensive batsman must open himself 
up to scrutiny from television, press, and radio 
journalists in an attempt to salvage his career 
as a cricket commentator from trie ashes. He 
was on a good wicket, anyway — his trial in 
Grasse was widely acknowledged as a sham¬ 
bles and. three weeks on, the controversy rum¬ 
bles still. 

The PR plan adopted has been to challenge 
journalists to look at all the evidence revealed at 
the trial and then to make up their own minds 
as to who is telling the truth. Fortunately for 
Boycott, it is a message that has been working 
effectively for him and resulted in interviews 
and news features in the Daily Mail, The Daily 
Telegraph, The Mirror and the Express. 

TV appearances on BBC and GMTV have 
shown increasing public support for Boycott. 
Interviews on Radio 5 Live and Talk Radio with 



the associated phone-ins revealed 70 per cent in 
his favour. Additional support came from Erin 
Rzzey. founder of the Women’s Refuge, who on 
TV and radio declared that she believed and 
supported the former cricketer. 

It wasn’t a walkover, though. Newspaper col¬ 
umnist and TV presenter Nina Myskow de¬ 
clared that she did not believe Boycott's version 
of events and was pleased with the verdict. But 
with detractors like her who needs supporters? 

Of all the national and local newspapers that 
carried Boycott features and interviews, only 
Die Express came out for Margaret Moore — 
not surprising, maybe, when you consider that 
the Daily Mail’s Lynda Lee-Potter. Angela Lev¬ 
in and lan Wooldridge had all written extrem-. 
ely supportive articles. In addition to gaining in¬ 
creasing support from the public, the media PR 
assault by Boycott has meant that discussions 
are now taking place with people who in the 
changing climate feel comfortable employing 
him as a commentator/analyst Talk Radio has 
already signed him to cover the Ashes tour, and 
other contracts will be announced soon. 

■ HOW delicious that our hereditary peers 
might be saved from extinction with the help of 
a Hollywood film star. Who would have 
thought that a potential saviour could come in 
the shape of Jamie Lee Curtis? In a desperate at¬ 
tempt to blunt Tony Blair’s axe, Jamie was 
wheeled in on the arm of her husband. Lord 
Haden-Guest, to the delight of the assembled 
company. Her appearance captured a vast 
amount of media attention, almost overshadow¬ 
ing the arrival of tie Queen. 

The message was loud and dean “We are 
not old. powdered and out of touch. How can 
we possibly be when Lady Haden-Guest, better 
known as Ms Lee Curtis, is one of us." 

Such is the passion stirred up among these 
noble peers that cries of “shame" were heard as 
the Queen announced plans for their abolition, 
the first time in living memory that the Sover¬ 
eign's address had been interrupted. 

With a Hollywood queen triumphing their 
cause and William Hague, the Conservative 
leader, pledging his support, this drama looks ■ 
set to create a media feast for years to come. 

My personal worry would be that if so many 
of them are thrown out of the Lords, where else : 
rould they go? They might find themselves 
involved with everyday life and start to cause a 
bloody nuisance to the rest of us. 

9 Max Clifford is managing director of Max 
Clifford Associa tes Ltd 


IS THE Kirsty Young bubble 

about to burst? when 1J 1TV l 
fumed Trevor McDonald and uer- 
mot Mumaghan as 
the new 6.30pm and Upm news 
this week there was no TTientionoi 
Channel 5's golden giri- An I™ 
executive explained gleefully tna 
thev had no plans to buy her out ot 
her contract with C5. whjch nm- 
to the end of 1999. Kelvin Mat Ken 
zie scathingly dubbed her 'the ire 
visible woman" wheni he boug 
Talk Radio: she had not hosted is 
breakfast show since July despite 

"Cid 

for Mumaghan wbmhestamls in 
nel 5's new bead jJ-wS 

Simas'- 


Is no one thirsty for Kirsty, any more? 


show. (Channel 5 never approved 
of her Talk Radio deal.) 

One final thought those at the 
sharp end of the news business 
point out that Young's agent is 
Mike Hollingsworth, estranged 
husband of Anne Diamond. 

■ HUGE relief at loss-making 
GMTV after the offer of a E30 mil¬ 
lion a year cut in its franchise pay¬ 
ments. Eamonn Holmes, its 
ESOO.OOO-a-year anchorman, may 
apply for a rise, but 1V» told that 
r.MTV’s programme budget wall 
£ the beneficiary. At E25.CWQ an 

hour. GMTV spends half the 
amount of BBC Breakfast News 
and ITV's daytime shows, and is 
even cheaper to make than the 
£30.000 an hour that 1TV allocates 
for regional programmes. There 


will be more live 
news reports, such 
as today’s item 
about switching on 
the Christmas lights 
at Omagh, which 
GMTV sees as its 
key selling point Its 
top programme exec¬ 
utives are off on a 
two-day conference next week to 
work out their game plan. Inevita¬ 
bly, it is braced for a bidding war 
with ITVs new tabloid current 
affairs programme, the unofficial¬ 
ly-named 60 Minutes. 

■ THE Granada team devising 
60 Minutes is also holding a big 
pow-wow next week, attended by 
presenter Trevor McDonald, to 
flesh out the concept. Jeff Ander- 





son, the editor, has received 
around 5,000 applications for the 
30-plus jobs on offer, with the 
cream of BBC journalists forming 
part of the stampede to join the oth¬ 
er star presenter, Martin Bashir. 

But Anderson is anxious to hire 
tabloid newspaper talent they are 
the ones, he says, who know how 
to dig — although Granada's in- 
house World in Action team has a 
pretty good record at the more seri¬ 


ous stuff. With a 
£200,000-an-hour 
budget 60 Minutes 
is going to bid for 
exclusives with big 
names in the news, 
such as Geoff Boy¬ 
cott. How would it 
cover the Ron Dav¬ 
ies affair? im told 
the programme might try to inter¬ 
view his wife, or former wife, or 
run a knockabout piece about Clap- 
ham house prices and their resi¬ 
dents, The rest of us could then 
laugh at the City types who com¬ 
pete to pay upwards of £300,000 
For a cramped Victorian terrace. 

■ “ITS the biggest media story of 
the year...sales of broadsheet 
newspapers are plummeting.” 


With this battle cry. Piers Morgan, 
the Editor of The Mirror, ordered 
a new media column this week to 
attack the "black-top" media pun¬ 
dits such as The Guardian’s Roy 
“Green Wiv Envy" Greenslade, 
who keep writing about how the 
“red tops” are in decline. 

Morgan huffs: “It's a rapid 
response column to be utilised to 
take revenge against the cant and 
hypocrisy from the unpopular 
press. Every broadsheet journalist 
should feel apprehensive.” Alan 
Rusbridger, the Editor of The 
Guardian, sent a spoof legal letter. 
Simon Kelner, the Editor of The 
Independent, wrote to advise that 
his name was spelt with one *T. 

■The Daily Mail on Monday ran 
a banner headline across Page I: 


“Why we should ail turn off our 
TV sets tonight" 

Holding Nanny Mail by the 
hand. I half took the paper's advice 
at 9pm, watching Vice: The Sex 
Trade from behind the sofa, I 
caught sight of a fat man being 
wrapped up in a nappy and being 
offered a breast to nuzzle. 

Since some ten million viewers 
are lapping up this stuff, is the 
Mail out of touch with Middle 
England? Well, a very senior ITV 
executive tells me that he's unhap¬ 
py with toe series too, that it's 
tacky, satellite TV fodder, not the 
sort of mainstream programme 
you would expect on Britain’s most 
popular network. 

Another executive says it has 
not been “very revelatory" — 
though perhaps we should be 
thankful for that But he added 

that it’s the sort of series which can 

be played more suitably at 10pm, 
once News at Ten is dropped next 
March. 
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Small is beautiful again 


Film shorts 
are enjoying 
a revival, 
says Imogen 
O’Rorke 


T he short film, the 
long-lost second cou¬ 
sin of widescreen cine¬ 
ma, is making a com¬ 
mercial comeback. Audiences 
who pay to see the new British 
romantic comedy. if Only, in 
London and at multiplexes 
around the country whe n it 
opens today, will be getting an¬ 
other love tangle thrown in for 
free: Blink, an fl-minute film, 
written and directed by Amy 
Jenkins, the creator of This 

Life. 

Cinemagoers who have 
been turning up to see Divorc¬ 
ing Jack, may already have 
caught Ewan McGregor in 
Desserts, a three-minute short 
in which he stars as a human 
fish, made by Geoff Stark, a 
commercial director. 

The last short to have such 
wide distribution in the UK 
went out with Tootsie in 1983. 
In the Seventies, the grainy 
wildlife film, dusted down 
from the BBC film archive, or 
the edifying travelogue about 
ballooning, was a common 
blight in front of the main fea¬ 
ture But the rise in the Eight¬ 
ies of the one-minute ad rang 
their death knell. At the time, 
they hardly seemed worth sav¬ 
ing. 

The shorts that are screened 
today are as sophisticated as 
the main feature. Blink's sto¬ 
ryline is based around a baby 
elephant which sits on a kitch¬ 
en table crying — a great, fat 
metaphor for the problems in 
a young couple’s relationship. 
Desserts shows Ewan McGre¬ 
gor discovering a chocolate 
eclair on a beach, which he 
bites into — at his peril. 

Everyone in die industry 
knows that shorts do not make 
money — not. for the exhibi¬ 
tors, the distributors, the 



BUnk, above, scripted by Amy Jenkins; and Desserts, with Ewan McGregor, below, have made it to the big screen 



producers, least of all for the 
actors. So why are so many be¬ 
ing made and why are some at 
last getting distributed? 

“Shorts are like an appren¬ 
ticeship.'' says Alex Johnson, 
the 27-year-old producer of 
Blink “Most directors cut 
their teeth on shorts, from 
Guy Richie (Lock, Stock and 
Two Smoking Barrel s) to 
Scoroese. But it is still more dif¬ 
ficult to get a short film shown 


than it is to raise the money to 
makeiL" 

Johnson managed to get 
Film Four funding under toe 
Short and Curlies scheme, 
which functions as a hothouse 
for young film-makers and 
guarantees screening on BBC2 
and Channel 4. The commis¬ 
sion was a statutory £80.000 
for which hundreds applied. It 
was good timing — This Life 
fever was at its height 

From the point of view of the 
distributor. Pathfe. taking up 
Blink was a gamble. “We are 
interested in encouraging new 
taient and this is a good way to 
ensure their work gets seen." 
says Nick Hill, the managing 
director of Pathfc. “but finan¬ 
cially, shorts are not worth our 
white.” (Notwithstanding the 
benefit of founding a good rela¬ 
tionship with a new writer 
Jenkins has been chosen, with 
Steve Coogan and John Hodg- 
et [Train-spotting, a s one of 16 
scriptwriters to gain from a lot¬ 
tery grant of £29 million.) 

Blink had good fortune. The 


sobering truth is that, at pre¬ 
sent, fewer than one in a hun¬ 
dred shorts ever gets shown. 

Michael Wrenn, from Fire- 
sign. the short film collective 
backed by Levi Strauss,-which 
helped to distribute Desserts, 
thinks part of the problem is 
that the makers of short films 
still have a lot to team. “Most 
shorts are terrible. Either not 
properly funded or, as is often 
the case with film school grad¬ 
uates, too crowded.” 

Firesign has received a 
grant, jointly with the London 
Film and Video Development 
Agency, from the Arts 4 Every¬ 
one lottery scheme, to ensure 
that more short films get 
shown. Jill Robertson, the pro¬ 
ducer of Deserts, who is like¬ 
ly to be a beneficiary of the 
A4E fund, believes things are 
looking up: “Last year it was 
different I had a huge strug¬ 
gle to get my short film. Magic 
Moments (starring Dougray 
Scott), shown.” (It finally went 
out with Ma Vie en Rose.) 

"From the outset with Des- 
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serts,” she says, “we thought 
lets get distributed', not ‘let's 
make it and then see if we can 
get a distributor’. Film-makers 
cant sit in dreamland, they 
must make films that have 
something to offer.” 

The Short Film Bureau, 
which was set up a year ago 
“to get short films shown", is 
convinced that the medium 
has commercial potential Last 
week the SFB had a meeting 
with major distributors and ex¬ 
hibitors, who agreed to start 
distributing short films. 


W ith more shorts 
going out in 1999 
— including Fire- 
sign’s Still Buzz¬ 
ing, described as the first si¬ 
lent techno movie, to go with 
Linklaters Suburbia, and 
Kathy Burke’S writing-directo¬ 
rial debut. The End, which has 
been matched with a French 
farce. Sitcom — there is evi¬ 
dence that distributors are real¬ 
ising that short films are 
worth making space for. 


Carlton and the 
loose connection 


S omething strange happened at the In¬ 
dependent Television Commission’s 
press conference on Wednesday, held 
to announce how it would value the licence 
fees of UITV franchises for the next ten years. 

The result was great for GMTV, the loss- 
making commercial breakfast channel not 
so good for Lord Hollick’s United News and 
Media, and produced modest savings for 
Michael Green’s Carlton Television in Lon¬ 
don. As journalists worried away at 1TC pre¬ 
dictions on the growth of digital television — 
50 per cent penetration by 2008, including 
some, but not all digital satellite homes—an 
unfamiliar figure at media press conferences 
asked a startling question. Was it not the re¬ 
porter asked, a case of putting the cart before 
the horse to offer Carlton a new licence when 
the ITC might have to remove its licence be¬ 
cause of The Connection drug- 
trafficking programme and the 
Castro fiasco? 

The journalist was Michael 
Gillard and the programmes he 
was talking about were two Carl¬ 
ton documentaries that Gillard 
and a colleague; Laurie Flynn, 
berth working for The Guardian, 
have denounced in front-page ar¬ 
ticles as fates. Hie award-win¬ 
ning Connection, purporting to 
sboiw the opening-up of a new 
drugs route from Colombia to 
London, is now the subject of a 

Carlton investigation under the _ 

supervision of independent law¬ 
yers. The ITC is indeed waiting for a final ver¬ 
sion of the report, expected within two weeks, 
before deciding what action to take. 

The press conference question was, howev¬ 
er, naive. There is no chance that Carlton 
will lose its licence because there-is no evi¬ 
dence that anybody at Carlton headquarters 
was knowingly involved in faking anything. 
Against a background of growing controver¬ 
sy over what documentary film-makers get 
up to and where the lines of acceptable be¬ 
haviour lie. the Carlton investigation report 
will be an important document. 

The investigation is expected to find that 
there was a serious failure of compliance — 
the process that ensures that the rules of tele¬ 
vision are properly observed and that with 
factual programmes the viewer can rely on 
the fact that what they see is true—at Carl¬ 
ton. There is no doubt that in several cases 
viewers were misled by The Connection. In 
just one example a drug “mule” is seen swal¬ 
lowing what are alleged to be drugs. The 


commenary says "Within 24 houn hewffl 
be in London.” He is then shown ahghtmg 
at Heathrow the next morning. In t»X the 
flight took place months later 
were not told this. There are also allegations 
that the drag earners were acta* 5 - 
As usual, the truth is complex. At its bran 
is the researcher on the progranune^dn- 
ana Quintana, who was The Guardians 
main source for its allegations. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, there is evidence that Ms Quintana has 
said inconsistent and contrad ictory things 
and there seems to be no argument that she 
was in dispute with Carlton over money. She 
arrived at the company with a document 
shortly before transmission but the conversa¬ 
tion. it is believed, was mainly about money. 

When that dispute was resolved the docu¬ 
ment was not read in detail. Had it been , 
there is little doubt that Canton 
would have taken a long, hard 
look at The Connection before 
airing it Greater editorial scepti¬ 
cism might also have been in or¬ 
der was it really likely that the 
No 3 in the Cali cartel would ex¬ 
plain on camera how they 
planned to set up a drugs route 
into the UK? 

The nature of the information 
in the report and in a Hard 
News special on the issue— to be 
broadcast by Channel 4 tomor¬ 
row at 8pm — suggests that the 
ITC is likely to fine Carlton and 
advise it to tighten its proce¬ 
dures. The programme looks not just at the 
journalism in The Connection, but also how 
The Guardian went about its investigation. 

Although the programme will confirm 
many of The Guardian's main points, it 
finds that things are not as simple as the 
newspaper thinks , and that it didn't get eve¬ 
rything right itself. One complaint is that 
The Guardian did not initially mention that' 
there was some conflict of interests with one 
of tbe reporters involved. So I had better men¬ 
tion that my own connections indude pre¬ 
senting the Hard News special 
As so often in human affairs, cock-ups are 
far more frequent and likely than deliberate 
mendacity, and so it is here. The Guardian is 
to be congratulated on pointing out tbe defi- 
deodes in The Connection —much less so in 
denouncing a five-year-old documentary on 
Castro as a fake. It would have been even bet¬ 
ter. though, had it done its job with less hype 
and hyperbole, and without ascribing the 
worst-possible motives to all those involved. 
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And now for the serious news 



Early gravitas; Trevor McDonald, left who will be anchoring the News at 630 on ITV, Kirsty Young, of Channel 5, centre, and Anna Ford from BBC1. Research suggests that television journalism has smartened up over the past live years 


Early evening TV news is not dumbing down, say Ivor Gaber and Steven Barnett 


C overage-hungry politicians and 
serious-minded viewers alike 
have been carping thai the immi¬ 
nent disappearance of News at 
Ten from the schedules prefaces a termi¬ 
nal dumbing down of ITV. News at... er. 
6.30, has an ominous ring, they argue; a 
procession of trivial tabloid tales worthy 
of the Daily Sport. 

On the face of it. the pessimists have a 
point. Early evening news bulletins are 
very different from their later siblings, de¬ 
signed to pull in and keep viewers for the 
channel over the rest of the peak-time 
schedule. Traditionally they are lighter, 
with fewer foreign stories and less “hard" 
political coverage. And yet, on the basis of 
our research, there may be hope: ITV ap¬ 
pears to have lifted its game significantly. 

Five years ago. prompted by the Voice of 
the Listener and Viewer (IT 10. we carried 
out a “snapshot" analysis of one week's 
early evening news bulletins on BBCI. 
ITV, BBC Radio 4 and Sky News. 

Each item on each bulletin was timed 
and classified under one of 14 headings, 
from political and economic stories to 
crime, show business or sport. We also sep¬ 


arated foreign from domestic stories. We 
then calculated the proportion of bulletins 
that each broadcaster devoted to “serious” 
issues — politics, business, economics or 
foreign stories — and how much rime was 
used to cover “tabloid” stories — showbiz, 
sport, crime and royal affairs (in both 
senses). 

Our results fuelled fears that ITV was 
dumbing down. We found what seemed a 
dear divergence in news values between 
BBCI and ITV. The latter focused more on 
tabloid stories at the expense of serious is¬ 
sues. The primacy of news had been sacri¬ 
ficed on the altar of audience figures. 

Five years on. amid the furore over 
News at Ten, VLV asked us to repeat the ex¬ 
ercise- Again we logged early evening bul¬ 
letins for the equivalent period — the first 
week in November — and the results were 
a surprise. In 1993,60 per cent of IIVs ear¬ 
ly evening news items were tabloid, com-. 
pared with 41 per cent for the BBC. But in 
1998. both channels were devoting signifi¬ 
cantly less airtime to trivia. More impor¬ 


tant, the gap between ITV and the BBC 
had fallen from 19 per cent to 9 per cent. 

The same was true in reverse for serious 
news coverage. In 1993. the BBC's early 
bulletin was broadcasting almost twice as 
many such stories as ITV. By 1998. not 
only had both channels increased such cov¬ 


erage. but ITV had reduced the gap from 
19 per cent to 5 per cent 
To summarise these trends, we pro¬ 
duced a “tabloidisation” index. By giving 
all serious stories a plus score and all tab¬ 
loid items a minus, we can illustrate the 
changes across each channel. Our find¬ 


ings show that, for the first week of this 
month at least, every channel and station 
had become more serious, and the gap be¬ 
tween BBC and ITV had more than 
halved, to 14 per cent. 

It is also worth noting that Sky News 
doubled its serious content between the 
two analysis periods, and was only in defi¬ 
cit on our index because its early evening 
programme contains a substantial sports 
segment 

How should one explain these figures? 
Firstly, beware of any generalisations 
from analysis of just one week's coverage. 
Results will, of course, be influenced by ex¬ 
ceptional items; not even the most deter¬ 
mined practitioner of tabloid TV journal¬ 
ism could ignore pictures of the devasta¬ 
tion wreaked in Central America by Hurri¬ 
cane Mitch. Also, there was significant cov¬ 
erage of two other foreign stories, the 
American mid-term elections and the cri¬ 
sis in Iraq. It is worth noting that neither 
had a strong visual cot tent 

We should beware of the dangers of any 


statistical analysis that relies on subjec¬ 
tive classification of stories. Some — ani¬ 
mals. royal state visits — are not easily cat¬ 
egorised and attempts to quantify such 
news loses any distinction in the depth, 
quality or nature of coverage. Reports on 
the Queen's Speech, for example, could 
concentrate on the dramatised “war 
against the peers" or the implications of 
proposed legislation on the NHS. 

But even with all these caveats, this is 
still the only hard evidence of whal might 
really be happening to TV news, and 
would seem to torpedo the gloomy progno¬ 
sis offered fay so many commentators. 

It may be possible that this research has 
uncovered a real shift in broadcast jour¬ 
nalism: not just a convergence between 
the two main domestic news providers, 
but (me at a more serious level. We might 
be able to conclude that TV journalism 
has not dumbed down, but smartened up. 

• Steven Barnett is a senior lecturer in 
communications at the University of West¬ 
minster. Ivor Gaber is professor of broad¬ 
cast journalism at Goldsmiths College. 
University of London. 
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Ads won’t help our beef 


NO SOONER had the ban 
been lifted than the phone 
started ringing: what sort of 
advertising campaign should 
the meal industry* run to con¬ 
vince European consumers 
that British beef was safe and 
desirable? 

It brought back memories of 
when the crisis first broke. 
What ads should the Govern¬ 
ment run? How could ads per¬ 
suade us that beef was safe 
when the papers were full of 
such damaging stories and 
terrifying images of crazed 
cows dancing frenziedly in 
their pens? 

Then, as now. the answer is 
easy: no ads can. Dropping 
£10 notes from the skies over 
Berlin, Paris. Madrid and 
Rome (let alone London) 
might be a more oast-effective 
marketing device than adver¬ 
tising. There should be no 
advertising at all — not yet. 
anyway. 

Potential European consum¬ 
ers, fed on years of negative 
publicity from their own 
national media, are unlikely to 
suddenly change their minds 
about British beef just because 
of some slick ad campaign. If 
anything, conducted too soon, 
it may have a counter-pro¬ 
ductive effect. 

Advertising could so easily 
appear too cynical, too soon. 
Instead, an expensive, consis¬ 
tent. long-term consumer pub¬ 


lic relations campaign needs 
to be conducted across the Con¬ 
tinent, followed by a direct 
mail campaign to food retail¬ 
ers there. You can be sure that 
the national meat industries of 
our European partners will be 
searching hard to find any evi¬ 
dence whatsoever of new flaws 
in British beefs safety stand¬ 
ards. They will conduct deter¬ 
mined lobbying 
campaigns to pro¬ 
tect their own in¬ 
dustries. which 
have flourished as 
a result of the ban. 

One day of 
damaging front¬ 
page headlines 
and lead items on 
the evening news 
would negate the 
effects of a multi- 
million-pound ad 
campaign. 

Is it likely to 
happen? Just look 
at how the Germans tried to 
prevent the lifting of the ban 
this week. 

The political battle may 
have been won. but the market¬ 
ing war for consumers’ hearts 
and minds has just begun. If 
roles were reversed. Britain 
would do exactly the same. 

■ TONY KAYE, the maverick 
commercials director who cre¬ 
ated such gems as Volvo's 
“twister" and “photographer”. 


Dunlop’s “magician”, and the 
Intercity "relax” films, is seE 
dom out of the press on both 
sides of the Atlantia Either 
he’s taking out cryptic ads pro¬ 
moting his “genius", or he's 
promoting his idiosyncratic 
style of what he terms “hype 
an", or he's threatening to sue 
the American studio that gave 
him his Hollywood break and 
even sue the US 
Actors' Guild over 
his recently com¬ 
pleted feature film 
American History 
X — despite its 
good reviews. 

Now Kaye has 
stunned the Lon¬ 
don ad industry 
by issuing a writ 
for £1 million al¬ 
leging breach of 
contract and mis¬ 
appropriation of 
funds against 
three of the 
former top managers at his 
eponymous commercials pro¬ 
duction company. 

The writ against the trio — 
who all left the company this 
summer — claims unauthor¬ 
ised transfer of funds amount¬ 
ing to £241,174, misuse of 
credit cards to the tune of 
£430.000. and £400.000 in 
unexplained expenses. 

However, the three men — 
David Wardlaw, Graham Col- 
lis and Stephen Lepley — 


refute the allegations as “non¬ 
sense". They say they will 
issue a counter claim for 
breach of contract, alleging 
financial irregularities within 
Kaye's businesses. 

But aside from the astonish¬ 
ing sums allegedly unaccount¬ 
ed for in what is a relatively 
small turnover business 
(£4 million to £6 million a 
year), it is some of the more sa¬ 
lacious details of the dispute 
that have had minds boggling 
in Soho. Kaye’s solicitors. Bird 
& Bird, claim that included in 
the unaccounted-for expenses 
is approximately £10,000 
spent in a single night at a host¬ 
ess bar called the Blue AngeL 
Wardlaw. as reported in Cam¬ 
paign, rejected the allegation, 
claiming the money had been 
repaid. 

Well, that’s all right then! 
£10,000 in one night at a host¬ 
ess bar? Who said the good old 
bad old days of advertising 
excess were over? The mercur¬ 
ial Kaye, who once won more 
than E600.000 in a dispute 
with Saatchi & Saatchi over a 
British Airways commercial, 
is likely to stop at nothing to 
win the case. 

As ever, the lawyers will be 
the only real winners, and the 
image of the ad industry will 
take yet another pounding. 

• Stefano Hatfield is the Edi¬ 
tor of Campaign 



L radio revenue contin- 
momentum. with figures 
quarter of 1998 hitting 
p US per cent on 1997. 
bring the total for the 12 
I ember I99S to £400 mil- 
17.4 per cent year on year, 
ig revenue indicates that 


radio has matured as an advertising med¬ 
ium. Share and reach cannot be expected 
to post hefty gains any longer, but dearly 
they do not need to in order for revenues 
to increase. Commercial radio claimed a 
5.5per cent share of all display adverti¬ 
sing in Quarter 2 1998. according to 
Advertising Assodation figures. 
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Source: Rotfco AiMflung Bureau. J 


Share of listening, however, showed a 
0.1 per cent fall for ail commercial radio 
year-on-year. That figure was dragged 
down by national stations, which lost 
0.4 per cent of listening share, while local 
commercial, in fact gained 0.9 per cent 
Weekly read) for all commercial radio 
also showed a slight drop, falling to 
58.7 per cent in the third quarter of this 
year, compared with 60.1 per cent in the 
previous quarter. 

Year on year, though, that reach is a 
slight improvement over Q3 1997, which 
stood at 58 per cent 
Lastly, total adult listening hours for 
all commercial radio stations dropped a 
little this quarter, compared with Quarter 
2. to 421,704 hours. This represents, how¬ 
ever, an improvement on the same period 
last year of 3.6 per cent 

• MediaTel’s online media information 
and analysis service is a c cessed via the In¬ 
ternet at http://www.mediatel.co.uk 
( 0171-439 7575 ). 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL 

01716806800 


EDUCATION 


0171 


UNTOJKTTY 
H 

GLASGOW 

Help Postgraduate Scientists and Engineers become 
Entrepreneurs for the 21st Century 

PROJECT LEADER to 235,1 

The Universities of Straihcfyde and Glasgow are wotWng together to 
develop a new modular course for postgraduates. This new post 
(Ref92/98) presents a unique opportunity to take a leading rote In 
the development of thte programme, the first of its kind te the UK. 

We seek a market focused and Internationally oriented Individual who 
has hands-on* experience in an entrepreneurial environment and a 
strong interest in education. A business oriented engtaeer or scientist, 
perhaps with a higher degree or MBA, you wii have a sound 
understanding of new venture creation and growth processes. 

PROJECT ASSISTANT ( part-time, poss&ty firt-dme) 

c. £ 1 6k pro-rate 

This supporting position (Ref 93/98) would suit a graduate engineer or 
scientist with some relevant business experience, computer skills 
probably including web authoring, and an interest in education. 

For Informal discussion of these posts, contact Dr ftftfce YendeS, 
tel- 0141548 3482. email: rn.yandeh0straltLac.uk. 
website: www. strath ^c. uk/Departments/Entrepreneur/ 

For application form (quoting appropriate reference) and further 
particulars (available on request in alternative forms for applicants with 
a disability) contact the Personnel Office, University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow G1 1XQ, tel 0141 553 4133 (24 hour VoicemaJ Sendee). 
Applications Closing Date 14 December 199a 

These posts will be on a three year contract in the first instance, 
part funded by the European Regional Development Fund. 


comutteo to equal opportunities 


GRADUATE 

TRAINING 


MEDIA 8c 
DESIGN 


• UwfcipgMMliKinat etnnllilBtadiecMne 
sfcBbtfTcOTncdeiBBcd 

to Inandi year career AdmAJot FR & Medta 

• Prentatkoa software ODcdp/partake saftmn 

Spreadsheets, DaUdattes, 0 Lhe M aging prajtd 

WP, hmd A CD-ROM • ICM Media DIptaaM 
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Prospectus 

(0IBA5) 140953 


COURSES 



ST MARY’S SCHOOL 
CALNE, WILTSHIRE 
SNUODF 
Tel: (01249) 857200 
Fax: (01249) 857207 
Indrpendeni GSA Boarding & Day 
300 girls aged //-/& 


On the retirement of Mr Paul Norton tbc Governors 
invite applications for the post of 

BURSAR 

of St Mary's School and St Margaret* Preparatory 
School 

for 1st September 1999 

Applicants must have experience of. and a high 
degree of competence in, financial matters, 
accounting and administration. 

Further details may be obtained from the 
Headmistress's Office, St Mary’s School. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 
18th December 1998. 



CfflGWELL SCHOOL 

HMC/IAPS: Co-educational 
with 7W pupils aged 7 to 18 

A well-qualified and suitably experienced 

HEAD OF MATHEMATICS 

is required far September 1999 to lead this strong 
department Farther details may be obtained from: 

The Headmaster, Chigwefl School, 
Chigwdl, Essex, IG7 6QF. 

Closing Dare: Friday. 4th December 1998. 


Career Opportunities 
starting in Japan 


GEOS, with 375 schools worldwide, seeks dynamic Individuals with a 
Bachelor Degree in any subject to teach English conversat io n In Japan. 
Working visa, housing assistance, health insurance, and ongoing training 
are provided ail through your career at GEOS. 

Y250,000/mo minimum salary plus other incentives offered in a 1 year 
renewable contract. Teaching exp. preferred but not essential, must be 
available to start within 4 months. Career opportunities including publish¬ 
ing, Corporate teaching, teacher trainers and overseas schools. 

Please send C.V. including a contact tel. no. & proof of degree by Friday 
4th Dec quoting TT11. Interviews held in London. Only those selected 
for interview wifi be contacted. AH hiring decisions are made by GEOS 
Corporation in Japan. 


r.f. v.k 
* ' 






BUSINESS COURSES 


COURSES 



Promoting excellence 

Three posts for experienced 
managers and marketing 
professionals 
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London Business School is one of the world's leading i; ^SalatirteS 
international business schools. We offer an MBA Programme and i^neeDfial 


a Masters in Finance (both on a full-time and a part-time basis), a 
Sloan Fellowship Masters in Management, and a range of general v. ;' 


raanagemenr and specialist executive programmes. 

The School wishes to significantly enhance the quality of its 
placement sendee to full-time participants on our masters degree 
programmes, and to recruiters, and is seeking to make three new 
senior appointments in its Career Management Centre. The 
Centre’s objective is to maximise job opportunities and secure job 
offers for current participants by marketing them to potential 
recruiters, building and maintaining corporate relationships, and 
helping participants to develop effective career and job search 
strategics. 

Director, Career Management Centre 

The Director will be responsible for the administration of the 
Career Management Centre and the management of its staff, and 
for leading the Centre into this new phase of growth and 
development. The Centre's staff will comprise three teams, each 
with specific industry sector and programme responsibility, plus 
other support staff. 

Associate Director, Finance Sector 

Requires strong marketing, organisational and administrative 
skills. 45% of all jobs taken by LBS graduates are in finance and 
this post carries specific responsibility for Masters in Finance 
participants. Experience and knowledge of the finance sector is 
therefore essential. 

Associate Director, Other Industry Sectors 

(to not finance or consulting) 

Requires strong marketing skills and knowledge of a broad range 
of industries. This role carries specific responsibility for Sloan 
Masters in Management participants (average age 37) and 
therefore experience of advising and placing senior executives 
would be highly desirable. 


^dope»kflQB'!Dn the 
postandtfie ■; 
person 


London Business School exists to advance learning and research in business 
and management 


In tereste d c a ndi d ate* 

atwoM Mod* fuff Q.V. ; 
inrftha mines of two " 
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dtrit. GOOfMg 

Director Itorsonoaf 
London Stokwu School 
Sussex Macs 
London 
NW14SA 
Mm whom job 
description can be 
dbtabwd. 

Tab (0X71) 7064853 
Rue (Q1XDT2&2B61 

CfoetagdateftL 
Decambar (thos^i ClVLs 
by 14 December would 
tie appreciated). 


London 

Business 

School 


moreton hall 

INDEPENDENT GIRLS' BOARDING 
AND DAY SCHOOL (GSA) 

BURSAR 

The Governors of Moreton Hall invite 
applications for the post of Bursar for 
April/ September 1999- 

Applicants must have experience of, and 
a high degree of competence in, financial 
matters, accounting and administration. 

Further details may be obtained from the 

Principal's Office. 

Moreton Hall. 

Weston Rhyn, Oswestry. 
Shropshire, SY11 3EW. 

Tel. 01691 773671 
Fax. 01691 778552 

Closing date 21st December 1998. 

Moreton Hall a registered charity exists 
to provide high quality education for girts. 
Charily registration number 528409. 


A-LEVELS 
at CATS 

CATS (Cambridge Arts & Sciences) is an 
independent da)' and residential sixth form 
college offering: 

• 48 A-level subjects in any combination 
0 Unusual options like Film Studies 

• A staff/student ratio of t: 3 

• Managed independence between school 
and university. 

For farther m/ormorion plane cornua; 

01223 314431 ic A 

or visit our mb she: j 

v_ J www.CATScollege.co.uk 

CATS Round Church Street Cambridge CBS SAD 
E-mail: cats@dLd.pipcx.com 



A Level & GCSE 

Christmas 

Revision 


Duff Miller has over 40 years 
experience of building 
confidence in students for 
A level and GCSE 
examinations. Christmas 
revision offers a complete 
coverage of syllabus material 
tested by a full mock i 
examination. 

We are also currently 
interviewing for 

January Start 1999 


KENSINGTON. LONDON 
Tok'phune 0171 22' fif>77 

v. v. ;:loo r 3. o -J d ;:t? 
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Wellington College 

EASTER REVISION 
!999 

Sixth A Level Courses 
27th March — 1st April 
6th April — 11 th April 

Lower Sixth A Level Courses 

27th March — 30th March . 

GCSE Courses 

7th April — nth. April 

Residential or Nan-Residential 

Far farther deads contact: 

The Secretory, Easter Revision Coatses, 
Wellington College, Oawthome, BalaUre, RG 4 J 7 PU 

let 01344 - 771 x 47 0*41®*) ^ 0 I 344d77 I 7 1 5 

Mad: laste^we&^tai-coBegeJxifajchji 
world wide web: www.weffingtooTxflqje^^ 

BWfty CM# u * Ayunrf Ckd?. •S n 0 •****• "PT* t* «"»* . 


PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING COURSES 

1, 2 or 3 Term Eucativb Business 

nnd Secretarial Training 
Laden ft a i La g e e , niror led. exccBeni radn 

Short WP, IT and Touch Typing 

Start every Monday - High Speed SUhCow 
F rom 2 days * 6 weeks- 

Childcare Courses 

9 month Cerafkare in Child Care ind Educat i on (CACHE) 
12^eekAmnl in Nutsay Training 
Part-time Management in Ac Eariy Yen* 
Pan-time Advanced Baby Pnajdoocm 

Exceptional Career Oppotumhies 
■ A f | p | ? n T tT ¥ykriri n iva&ble 

01715810024 

Lutic Clayton College 
4 Cornwall Gaidem 
London 5W74AJ 
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Unlocking 

Potential 

Christmas 

Revision 

A Level 
(Modular & 
Non-Modular) 
GCSE & AS Level 


Ashbourne Independent 
Sixth Form College 

17 0W Court Race, London W8 4 PL 
Tel: 0171-937 3858 
Fax:0171-937 2207 
e-mafl: ashboumecoaficampusJX.com 


EASTER REVISION 


COURSES 


JANUARY START 


I GET PAID FOR READING BOOKS 


It 1 ! m*J You an «m op to £500 1 week as a Freetinct 
Proofreader and Copy Erihw. No experience rnrdwt 
Unique bome-mdy course reveals an ytxi need to know. For a 
FREE specU report and details of how to dabn your FREE 
trial lesson write bte Mjpfe PabfifWng, (Otjx PP.l A), FREEPOST 
HA4446, SouduD, MkUlescz, UBl 39R. OroO ft*e 


0800 - 542-9868 (Qntxe Hef: PR! j 


rnm for Mvnoonar 

fcFzzr 

LANGUAGE COURSES ABROAD 
French* German -Spanish •Italian • Russian 

✓ T la 5? week canes tfanwyewwyww?* 

✓ Gap Vox fiWiiicrt. 3 «%b>m5 and HoLday Cojrstrs 
%r Cctnm jicijCte !er as ages ana KveZ 

CaHnowtarabtoehurer. 

0171 8783550 



\< a**?** T** darinotw with oxpert, 

4 **P«iihnt adrin from Gabtntss. 

t ♦ UnmnitY and deoree chokes 

^ 4 CaRRtietino tbe UCAS form 

4 Cveeraanesmenc and guidance 
♦ Boonavintowwiedakues 
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((irvcr skills for 
\»itr GAP YEAR 



EASTER COURSES 
AT 

HERTFORD 

COLLEGE 

OXFORD 

Fnr a Prospectus call: 

01865 242670 

CberweU Tutors 
GrcySriars 
Oxford. OX I ILD 



This free Newslener liom 
the Morris College ol 
Journalism shows you 
exactly ha*. Obtain your 
tree copy now! Can Froe:l 

^0800371 500^^ 


HeneOemoiBr 

This free Information Kit 
From the Morris College 
of Joumafism shows 
you exactly how! Can 
0800 371 500 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPLIES SHOULD BE 

ADDRESSED TO: BOX No. 

do TIMES NEWSPAPERS P.O.BOX 3553. 
VIRGINIA ST. 

LONDON. El 9GA 


Network by Distance Learning 
Secure your Future NOW 


Developed in dose collaboration with industry and commerce, pu t 
state-of-the-art, innovative Masters degree courses are defivered utimg interactive 
distance learning technology, together with campus-based workshops. 

We are recruiting NOW for January 1999 

MSc Enterprise Network Management 

This is a unique course for professionals working in the H-ejgn ^ 

implementation of networking technology infrasmatures wishing to enhance 
both thek management and technical sMQs. 

The course offers three different routes to success - 

• you may study for MCSE or CNE certification programmes alongside 
this course 

• if you're already there you cart FAST TRACK 

• to catch up on current networking technologies then opt for the 
NETWORK BOOSTER route. 

MSc Networked Information Engineering 

Design the computer networks of the future. 

Exploit your Intranet or Extranet as a commercial tool 

This exciting, dynamic course is sponsored by die EPSRC Integrated Graduate 
Dewtapmcni Scheme and is designed for computer specialists, who are of 
graduate calibre, with specialist networking skins . and who are going places' 

The >worid is your oyster 

» e-commerce • Internet - Multimedia «Intranet • Systems Integration 

• Distributed Applications * 

Come and join us at our Executive Open Evening on 9 December ar 4 . 3 /w, 
followed by a public lecture at 7.00pm. Please telephone Domih« wl'Tr’ 

01I4 2 255l70rf^would like to attend. 

Rjr/urther details plcax cotuaa 

GraduattSdnri Computing and Managmait Sckmes 

Stoddan BtOJmg Sheffield HaBam Unhemry 

Cay Campus Hoaxed Street Sheffield Si 1WB 

Telephone +44(0)il4 22S S177 

Fix+44(0)114 22S SI 78 ^ 

http:lkBmttthiLae.ukl EtfiS I Sheffield 

xt****^ Hallam University 

E-nu2A.Ft.Keatslqislru.ae.uk Educa tion 'rtf tbt juyf— 
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Yale was in considerable financial disarray when l*rofessor Levin became President 

Yale’s key to 
world status 
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T he leaders of arguably the 
two best universities in 
the world were in Oxford 
this week to be feted bv 
their alma mater. Amid the pomp 
and nostalgia, they can only have 
been reassured that the balance of 
academic power has shifted deci¬ 
sively in their favour since they first 
saw the dreaming spires. 

Professor Richard Levin. Presi¬ 
dent of Yale Univcrsitv. and Profes- 
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^ sor Neil Rudenstine, his opposite 
—. number at Harvard, were students 

at Oxford more than 30 years ago. 
The unique ceremony that brought 
them both back to Britain to receive 
honorary degrees served as an occa¬ 
sion for polite ribbing about the ri¬ 
valry between America's most fa¬ 
mous universities. 

The more tempting comparison 
from a British point of view, howev¬ 
er. is with Oxford and Cambridge. 
Yak, in particular, has striking sim¬ 
ilarities with our ancient universi¬ 
ties: almost 300 years old, it is tiny 
by American standards with only 
5,300 undergraduates, divided into 
colleges on the Oxbridge model, a 
byword for academic excellence 
t and a breeding-ground for the 
«i great and the good. 

Running a world-class university 
is increasingly expensive, however, 
and here the transatlantic parallels 
stop. Oxford and Cambridge re¬ 
ceive about £6.000 a year per under¬ 
graduate in grants and fees; Yale 
charges £18.000 a year for tuition, 
bed and board, and even that does 
not cover the full cost 
Professor Levin is too much of a 
diplomat to run down his old uni¬ 
versity. Before returning to New 
Haven, he insisted that “it is still 
the case that the leading universi¬ 
ties in the United States regard Ox¬ 
ford and Cambridge as peer institu¬ 
tions". But he had to acknowledge 
that the funding gap made it in¬ 
creasingly difficult for the British 
universities to compete at the high¬ 
est level of research. 

Top academics, particularly in 
the sciences, demand high salaries 
and expensive facilities. Although 
Oxford and Cambridge have suc- 
; ceeded in luring some back from 
.America — their current Vice-Chan¬ 
cellors are prime examples — rhe 
flow is mainly in the opposite direc¬ 
tion. Yale has a number of promi¬ 
nent British academics on its staff, 
some recruited only this year. 

The financial advantages that 
make this possible were already be¬ 
coming established when Professor 
Levin was at Merton College at the 


The economist 
who rescued an 
Ivy League 
college says 
universities must 
bring in more 
money. Interview 
by John O’Leary 


end of the 1960s. “The US Govern¬ 
ment's generous funding for scien¬ 
tific enterprise in the years after the 
war gave us a veiy strong base on 
which to build," he says. “That infu¬ 
sion of resources has continued, 
with occasional bumps along the 
road, and we have been able to add 
to it ourselves." 

The scale of the academic busi¬ 
ness. which alt universities have be¬ 
come, is almost unimaginable on 
this side of the Atlantic. When Pro¬ 
fessor Levin took over the presiden¬ 
cy in 1993, Yale was running a defi¬ 
cit of almost £11 million a year — 
about a third of the annual income 
of smaller universities in Britain at 
the time. He has since overseen a 
fundraising campaign, which has 
produced more than El billion, in¬ 
vesting nearly £400 million in cam¬ 
pus facilities. 

Oxford raised £341 million in 
Britain's most successful academic 
appeal, which ended formally in 
1994. It has since enjoyed some spec¬ 
tacular benefactions such as Wafiq 
Said’S £30 million gift for the busi¬ 
ness school that will bear his name, 
but die most optimistic fundraiser 
could not aspire to Yale’s riches. 

Professor Levin says: “We are for¬ 
tunate even by American standards 
— only eight or ten institutions get 


The funding gap 
makes it 
increasingly 
difficult for British 
universities to 
compete 


such a large proportion of their rev¬ 
enue from gifts and endowments. 
But philanthropy is a much more 
powerful tradition in the United 
Stales. We never had this great de¬ 
pendence on the State that devel¬ 
oped in Britain." 

Half all Yale's graduates give 
money to the university each year, 
and almost three quarters did so 
during the five-year appeal. "Each 
generation of students feels an obli¬ 
gation to help the next, just as previ¬ 
ous generations helped them." Pro¬ 
fessor Levin says. 

Even so. the appeal was slow to 
get off the ground because Yale was 
in considerable disarray when Pro¬ 
fessor Levin became President The 
Dean of the college (Yale's under¬ 
graduate half) and Provost had re¬ 
signed the previous year, as weD as 
the President, and many graduates 
wondered if they would be pouring 
good money after bad. Many ele¬ 
gant campus buildings had fallen 
into disrepair and the university's 
place at the pinnacle of American 
higher education was under threat. 

P rofessor Levin, an econo¬ 
mist who had spent his en¬ 
tire working life at Yale, 
was chosen partly for the 
diplomatic skills he would need to 
drive through a programme of staff¬ 
ing cuts. But his financial strategy, 
implemented with the aid of one of 
America’s most successful corpo¬ 
rate investment managers, has left 
the university in a stronger position 
than reasonably could have been ex¬ 
pected. The total endowment is up 
to £3.5 billion, the campus has been 
repaired and the university is ready 
for a new phase of development 
As a distinguished academic. Pro¬ 
fessor Levin does not want to be re¬ 
membered merely as a “genial Mr 
Fix-lr\ as the university newspaper 
has dubbed him. His critics have ac¬ 
cused him of lacking vision, but a 
high-powered team is now mulling 
over Yale’s future direction. 

Soon after his appointment Pro¬ 
fessor Levin famously stood on a 
chair among his colleagues and 
shouted “I really love this place". 
When he held out successfully 
against expansion, there were those 
who feared that he loved it too 
much as it was. But growth is bade 
on the long-term agenda, and he 
has plans to strengthen parts of the 
university “where we can make a 
difference". 

These are likely to include the en¬ 
vironmental sciences, where he be¬ 
lieves that Yale could be a world 



Professor Richard Levin famously stood on a chair and shouted to his colleagues: “I really love this place" 


leader, with undergraduate pro¬ 
grammes ripe for further develop¬ 
ment and policy research already 
strong. Greater involvement in dis¬ 
tance education is also likely, main¬ 
ly for professional development 
rather than undergraduate cours¬ 
es, and international activity is also 
earmarked for further expansion. 

Nor that Yale is in academic de¬ 
cline. U tied with Harvard and Prin¬ 
ceton for top place In this year’s 
rankings for undergraduate educa¬ 
tion. the quality of applicants is 
higher than ever and research in¬ 
come is growing rapidly. But rhe 
university remains in Harvard's 
shadow in terms of public profile. 

“Harvard is much bigger, it has 


greater depth of faculty and it is 
more visible internationally as a re¬ 
sult," Professor Levin says. “That is 
one of the things we want to ad¬ 
dress." 

Domestically. Yale’s traditions 
and its high-profile graduates as¬ 
sure it of a place in the nation’s con¬ 
sciousness. Three of the last five 
Presidents, including Bill Clinton, 
were educated there, and celebrity 
graduates such as Meryl Streep 
and Paul Newman attract those 
who recoil from politicians. 

Yale does not suffer to anything 
like the same extent as Oxford and 
Cambridge do from an image of so- 
rial exclusivity. The size of its en¬ 
dowment ensures that any appli¬ 


cant who meets the stringent entry 
requirements can be supported fi- 
nandally. if necessary. More than 
90 per cent of students receive some 
support, and the average debt on 
graduation is about £10.000—a fig¬ 
ure likely to be exceeded in Britain 
before long. 

Professor levin, who met a 
group of Vice-Chancellors in Lon¬ 
don during his visit, is convinced 
that the leading British universities 
will have to take the same route if 
they are to continue to compete 
with the best. “The current fees will 
not produce the money a top univer¬ 
sity needs, and I imagine that this 
will be an interim stage to a system 
more like the American one.” 


Why children must learn to make it 










’ m m 




W e all know about the merits of ac¬ 
ademic success at school. Pupils 
are coaxed towards what is com¬ 
monly believed to he the pinnacle of their 
school careers - GCSEs and then A levels. 
But throughout Britain, the familiar an¬ 
guish of factory managers is “We are des¬ 
perate for bright, practical kids wny 
cant the schools deliver them any more: 
At the same time, careers teachers can be 
heard to tell their pupils: “I know you love 
making things hut if you want to be anengi- 
neer, it's got to be maths and physics A lev¬ 
el. not design and technology." 

This week the Crafts Council held a con¬ 
ference to present the findings of Learning 
Through Making", its two-year mvesnga- 
tion examining the benefits of crab-baa^ 
experience at every stage of edurauon. ITie 
controversial challenge was to emphasise 
to policymakers in education and industry 
just how vital it is to devise a national cur¬ 
riculum that timetables the development of 
creative and practical skills. .. , 

The academic anU-practical work ideolo¬ 
gy pervades our education systemi and 
much of society. Our economy pajsihe 
price as foreign cars dominate our roads 

and refits of St QG2*ri 
tracts go abroad. “In the next fntury.aea 
tiviry and knowledge will be Jht’key wok. 
Tonv Blair has acknowieged. and Briia 
has always been a world ieader m creantn 
tv and innovation." But resulb show that 
time given to these skills is 
The research was undertaken at Uugn 
borough. Middlesex and Sheffield Haft mi 
Universities. The conceprof craft was tar 


Pupils without a 
practical education 
are missing out. John 
Eggleston reports 

wider than even the Crafts Council had ex¬ 
pected. It ranged from sophisticated cook¬ 
ery. vintage train restorations through to 
major industrial activity on film sets. Like 
all good research, the results accord with 
common sense — the hope is that added le¬ 
gitimacy will guarantee improvement. 

Middlesex University^ results, based on 
interviews with more than a thousand em¬ 
ployees, teachers and pupils across the 
SouLh East of England, showed unani¬ 
mous enthusiasm for intelligent and practi¬ 
cal education. They showed enhanced em¬ 
ployability and commitment to personal re¬ 
lationships. Those involved with crafts and 
practical skills were definitely not found lo 
be problem children or problem workers. 

O ne of the key findings was that 
there is a desperate shortage of 
workers with basic practical com¬ 
petence. and now many young people face 
unemployment because they lack any prac¬ 
tical skills. Children enjoy making things 
at school and are keen to do more until, sad¬ 
ly they arc seduced by the academic values 
of the education system. Many pupils are 
unable to respond to these values and so 
are destined to lie considered as low achiev¬ 


ers. The research also confirms what many 
teachers already know — that a pro¬ 
gramme of practical activities enhances the 
capabilities of most children in the basic 
subjects: English, maths and science. The 
Government has abandoned obligatory de¬ 
sign, technology and art in primary schools 
and is reducing it in the 13-plus age group. 

Further on, the students who do perse¬ 
vere and graduate in practical design- relat¬ 
ed studies find themselves well-placed in 
key economic activities, ranging from mod¬ 
elling prostheses and car prototypes to de¬ 
signing sets for Titanic. But even they may 
experience a spell of unemployment or 
part-time working before senior manage¬ 
ment is willing to recognise and engage 
their talent. The Crafts Council research 
also painted a wider picture, demonstrat¬ 
ing the huge public enthusiasm for practi¬ 
cal creativity involving adult leisure activi¬ 
ty, ranging from basic D1Y to highly 
. skilled craft activities. Much of the enjoy¬ 
ment was seen to spring from beginnings 
achieved in school although often regarded 
as frustratingly insufficient. 

The results of the Crafts Council initia¬ 
tive are being circulated and hopefully read 
widely, especially at senior management 
and policy level. It is vital that they are, be¬ 
cause sadly, this may be the Crafts Coun¬ 
cil's swansong as an independent body. It 
faces absorption and possible dispersion 
within the Arts Council under a govern¬ 
ment reorganisation. 

• The author is Professor of Education 
at the University of Warwick 



Competence building: technology studies at Lyndhurst School in Borehamwood 


Muddle 
over 
modular 
A levels 

Coursework is 
overwhelming, 
says Susan Elkin 

M odular courses are all 
the educational rage 
and next week’s school 
league tables will underline again 
the advantages enjoyed by stu¬ 
dents taking modular A levels. Re¬ 
search has shown grades to be con¬ 
sistently higher than on traditional 
courses. 

David BlunketL the Education 
Secretary, has decreed that he 
wants all A-level courses to become 
modular, with bite-sized chunks ex¬ 
amined periodically during the 
course, culminating in a final 
grade: But has he thought about 
the practicalities? 

1 have just completed my first 
full cyde of teaching modular A- 
level English. The final grades 
were pleasingly high, but the con¬ 
tinuous anxiety during the course 
led one student to remark; ‘The 
whole thing's been a nightmare." 

Most pupils arrive in A-level 
classes at age 16. “just three years 
out of GCSE nappies” as a student 
once described it. and unless Lord 
Dealing's proposals for A-level re¬ 
form are implemented, a change to 
this is unlikely. A-level examina¬ 
tions are set at the uniform stand¬ 
ard designed for the end of the 
time-honoured two-year course. If 
you by to cram m a chunk of A-lev¬ 
el work in the first term or two of 
year 12 and then enter students for 
the examination, a substantial 
number do badly. Has Mr Blun- 
kett considered how demoralising 
this can be? 

This is not the pupils’ fault; most 
students would have sailed 
through, given another year. Of 
course, they can retake, but their in¬ 
itial failure leads to enormous dis¬ 
tress. 

Meanwhile, some students have 
excelled and are ready to move on. 
How does Mr Blunkett expect 
such mixed classes to be taught? 
Half are now working for two mod¬ 
ules, and are having to do twice as 
much work as their peers — while 
the other half are forging ahead on 
a single new module. 

The only way to make this work 
effectively would be almost to nego¬ 
tiate an individual learning pro¬ 
gramme with every student But 
current A-Jevels syllabuses are, 
mainly, theory-based and students 
need an abundance of the sort of in¬ 
formation that comes largely from 
fairly traditional teaching. It 
would be impossible for me to en¬ 
sure that enough knowledge is 
gained by students about say. 
Measure for Measure without a 
great deal of whole-group, teacher- 
led discussion. 

The same goes for my colleagues 
in the history department trying to 
teach, for instance, dictators of the 
20 th century, and for modem lan¬ 
guages teachers working on vocab¬ 
ulary and grammar, not to men¬ 
tion the scientists and mathemati¬ 
cians. 

Timetabling these modules is 
complex. Most schools have just 
continued as they have done for 
decades, allotting eight periods per 
week for each A-level subject In 
practice, whal happens is that a stu¬ 
dent might be taking several modu¬ 
lar examinations from various A- 
level subjects during any one of the 
four exam sessions which fell in 
the two years. Naturally, this stu¬ 
dent’s attention will be focused en¬ 
tirely on those examinations. The 
student will put all other work 
aside for quite long stretches and 
will be given — or simply take — 
study leave. Frequently in the past 
two years, my students have not 
produced homework or have 
missed my lessons because of work 
for another subject's module. The 
rime “lost” adds up to many weeks. 
Result? Some fell seriously behind. 

I n fact, the pattern of the school 
year doesn’t fit modular ar¬ 
rangements. Exams are cur¬ 
rently set biannually in January 
and June, so they don't even frtil at 
the end of unbroken blocks of 
teaching time. If moduIes-for-aU 
are to become a reality, we must 
move to a four or five-term year. 

What price must students then 
pay for a rounded education? If 
you condemn them to two years of 
frenzied, near-continuous cram¬ 
ming. and the repeated resitting of 
examinations, when are they sup¬ 
pose to play in sports teams and to 
take part in plays? Such extra¬ 
curricular activities are falling off, 
although they are prized by future 
employers and by universities. 

We need dramatically different 
kinds of syllabuses which can be 
learnt in a much more ad hoc way. 
The concept of school education be¬ 
ing a group of young people shut 
in a room with a teacher for a fixed 
time — at least at post-16 age group 
— will probably have to go. So will 
the traditional three-terra year and 
long, unevenly spaced holidays. At 
present we are trying to ram a 
square peg into a round hole, and 
the cracks are beginning to show. 
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Court of Appeal _ Law Report November 271998 _ 

Disquiet over work safety fines ITC power over pay channels 


Regina v F. Howe and Son 
(Engineers) Ltd 
Before Lord Justice Rose. Mr Jus¬ 
tice Scott Baker and Mr Justice 
Hughes 

[Judgment November 6J 
In recent years there had been in¬ 
creasing recognition of die serious¬ 
ness of health and safety offences, 
and disquiet had been expressed 
thaithe level of fine for such offenc¬ 
es was too low. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division so staled when giving rea¬ 
sons for allowing, on October 26. 
1998, appeals by F. Howe and Son 
(Engineers) Ltd against fines total¬ 
ling^ £48.000 and an order for costs 
of £7300. imposed on November 
10.1997 tty Judge Fanner at Bristol 
Crown Cburt following pleas of 
guilty to four offences under the 
Health and Safety at Work etc Act 
1974 and related regulations. The 
fine was reduced to £15.000. 

Mr lan Dixey for the appellant; 
Mr Hugh Carlisle. QC and Mr 
Oba Nsugbe for the Crown. 

MR JUSTICE SCOTT BAKER, 
giving the reserved reasons of (he 
court, said that the appellant com¬ 
pany was a small precision engi¬ 
neering company. The prosecution 
came about as a result of a fatal ac¬ 
cident which occurred on August 
13.1996 when an employee aged 20 
was electrocuted while cleaning 
the appellant's factory. 

The general duties of employers 
under the 1974 Act were qualified 
by raking saps so far as were rea¬ 
sonably practicable. Failure ro ful¬ 
fil the general duties was particu¬ 
larly serious as those duties were 
the’ foundations for protecting 
' health and safety. 

fn the early 1990s Parliament in¬ 
troduced the exemplary maximum 
fine of L20.000 for breach of the 
genera) duties under sections 2 u>6 
of the Act where the offence was 
dealt with summarily. 

Following that, the average fine 


in the magistrates courts, per of¬ 
fence prosecuted, had risen but ii 
was still less than one third of the 
maxim urn. In the trown court, 
where the level of fine was unlimit¬ 
ed, the 1997198 average fine per of¬ 
fence was £17,768. 

Disquiet had been expressed in 
'several quarters dial the lewl or 
fine for such offences was coo low. 
The circumstances or individual 
cases of course varied almost infi¬ 
nitely and very few cases reached 
the Court of AppeaL 

Accordingly it was difficult for 
judges and magistrates, who only 
rarely dealt with those cases, to 
have an instinctive feel for the ap¬ 
propriate level of penalty. 

Their Lordships would endeav¬ 
our to outline some of die relevant 
factors that should be taken into ac¬ 
count. emphasising that it was im¬ 
possible io by down any tariff or to 
say that the fine should bear any 
specific relationship to the turno¬ 
ver or net profit of the defendant 
Bach case must be dealt with ac¬ 
cording to its own peculiar dreum- 
stanoes. 

In assessing the gravity of the 
breach it was often helpful to look 
at how far short of the appropriate 
standard the defendant fell m fail¬ 
ing to meet the “reasonably practi¬ 
cable''test 

Next it was often a matter of 
chance whether death or serious in¬ 
jury resulted from even a serious 
breadt Generally where death 
was the consequence of a criminal 
aa it was regarded as an aggravat¬ 
ing feature of the offence. The pen¬ 
alty should reflea public disquiet 
at the unnecessary loss of life. 

Cost cutting was a crucial tool in 
achieving a competitive edge. A de¬ 
liberate breach of the health and 
safety legislation with a view to 
profit seriously aggravated the of¬ 
fence. 

There was some evidence that 
safety standards in small organisa¬ 
tions might generally be lower 
than in larger ones. It should be 


emphasised that the standard of 
care imposed by the legislation 
was the same; the she of a compa¬ 
ny and its financial strength or 
weakness could not affect the de¬ 
gree of care that was required in 

mauers of safety- 

Other matters that might be rele¬ 
vant to sentence were the degree of 
risk and extent of the danger treat¬ 
ed by the offence: the extent of the 
brearfi or breaches, for example 
whether it was an isolated incident 
or continued over a period; and, im- 
portamty, the defendant* resourc¬ 
es and the effect of the fine on its 
business. 

Particular aggravating features 
would include 0 a failure to heed 
warnings and pi) where the defend¬ 
ant had deliberately profited finan¬ 
cially from a failure to take neces¬ 
sary health and safety steps or spe¬ 
cifically run a risk to save money. 

Particular mitigating features 
would indude (i) prompt admis¬ 
sion of responsibility and a timely 
plea of guilty, (ii) steps to remedy 
deficiencies after they were drawn 
to the defendant* attention and 
(iii) a good safety record. 

Any fine should reflect not only 
the gravity of the offence but also 
the means of the offender. That ap¬ 
plied just as much to corporate de¬ 
fendants as to any other see sec¬ 
tion 18(3) of the Criminal Justice 
Act 1991. 

Difficulty was sometime found 
in obtaining timely and accurate in¬ 
formation about a corporate de¬ 
fendant* means. The starting 
point was its annual accounts. Usu¬ 
ally accounts needed to be consid¬ 
ered with some care to avoid reach¬ 
ing a superficial and perhaps erro- 
neous conclusion. 

Where accounts or other finan¬ 
cial information acre deliberately 
not supplied, the court would be en¬ 
titled m conclude that the company 
was in a position to pay any finan¬ 
cial penalty it was minded to im¬ 
pose. 

The objective of prosecutions for 


health and safety offences in the 
work place was to achieve a safe en¬ 
vironment for those who worked 

there and for other members of the 
public who might be affcoed. 

Where the defendant was a corn- 
party. a fine needed to be large 
enough to bring that message 
home, not only to those who man¬ 
aged it but also to hs shareholder. 

In the present case, in thrir Lord- 
ships' judgment there appeared to 
have been a flagrant disregard for 
the safety of the company* employ¬ 
ees- Comas were cut and no real 
attention was paid to electrical safe¬ 
ty- 

Hie case had come before the 
crown court because the magis¬ 
trates. following submissions by 
the prosecution, had declined juris¬ 
diction. They were right to do so. 
This was a bad case involving a fa¬ 
tality. 

In their Lordships* judgment 
magistrates should ateays think 
carefully before accepting jurisdic¬ 
tion in health and safety at work 
cases, where it was arguable that 
the fine might exceed the limit of 
their jurisdiction or where death or 
serious injury had resulted bom 
the offence. 

However, in their Lordships' 
judgment the judge in the present 
case gave inadequate weight to the 
financial position of tte appellant. 
It might well be that he did so be¬ 
cause such information as he had 
was not supplied until the veiy last 
moment 

- But this was a small company 
with limited resources. Neither the 
fine nor the costs were deductible 
against tax. and therefore the full 
burden feii upon the company. 

In the circumstances the appro¬ 
priate fine was one totalling 
E15,000; thus the total financial bur¬ 
den upon the appellant would be re¬ 
duced from £55300 to £22300. 

Solid tors: Cartwrights. Bristol; 
Solid tor. Health and Safety Execu¬ 
tive. 


Libel can be sued in many jurisdictions 


Berezovsky and Another v 
Forbes lac and Another 

Before Lord Justice Hirst. Lord Jus¬ 
tice May and Sir John Knox 
pudgment November 19f 
An alleged libel published in more 
than one country could give rise to 
a cause of action in each country in 
which the victim was known and 
in which he d aimed to have suf¬ 
fered injury. It could not be treated 
as giving rise lo a single cause of ac¬ 
tion the trial of which the court 
could deride the most appropriate 
forum having regard to where (he 
global cause of action arose. 

The plaintiffs, Russian nationals 
suing a magazine published in the 
United States with an English cir¬ 
culation of 2,000, had established 
dose connections with England 
and were entitled to sue here. 

The Court of Appeal so held al¬ 
lowing an appeal by Boris Bere¬ 
zovsky and Nikolai Glouchkov 
against a decision of Mr Justice 


PopptewelJ (The Times January 19. 
1998) granting an application un¬ 
der Order 11 of the Rules of the Su¬ 
preme Court for a stay of their libel 
action against the defendants. 
Forbes Inc and James W. 
Michaels. 

Mr James Price. QC for the 
piaintiffe; Mr Geoffrey Robertson. 
QC and Miss Heather Rogers for 
the defendants. 


LORD JUSTICE HIRST said 
the plaintiffs' evidence before the 
judge of their connections with 
England had been very significant¬ 
ly amplified in further evidence 
which placed the strength of Mr Be¬ 
rezovsky* connections beyond 
doubt and showed that those of Mr 
Glouchkov were more than merely 
lenuous os the judge had held. 

In SheviU v Presse Alliance 
(Case C-68/93) QI995) 2 AC 18). the 
European Cburt of Justice had de¬ 
termined that in the case of an in¬ 
ternational libel through the press. 


(he injury caused by a defamatory 
publication to the good name of a 
person occurred in the places 
where the publication was distrib¬ 
uted, when the victim was known 
in those places. 

Mr Price had relied on TheAlba- 
forth ((I984j 2 Lloyd* LR 91) and 
Sdiapim vAhronson (unreported. 
March 21.1997) in which the Court 
of Appeal had refused to stay an ac¬ 
tion based on English publication 
of an article in a Hebrew newspa¬ 
per printed in Israel, treating the 
English publication as a separate 

segment. 

Mr Robertson had submitted 
that the correct approach was to 
treat multi-jurisdiction cases as giv¬ 
ing rise to a single cause of action, 
and then to ascertain where the glo¬ 
bal cause of action arose. 

Mr Robertson* underlying but 
unspoken assumption was that in 
defamation cases a plaintiff who 
had been defamed in a number of 
separate jurisdictions was con¬ 


fined to a single action in only one 
of those jurisdictions. 

Thai approach was inconsistent 
with the basic principle that each 
publication was a separate con and 
with the approach of the Court of 
Appeal in Schapira vAhronson. It 
woitid disable the plaintiff from 
seeking in appropriate cases an in¬ 
junction in all but the one country 
where he would be obliged to sue. 

Both plaintiffs had established 
that England was the natural fo¬ 
rum where the actions had thrir 
most real and substantial connec¬ 
tion and where the case oould most 
suitably be tried for the interests of 
all the parties and for the ends of 
justice, thus satisfying the Sptiia- 
da Maritime Corporation v Con¬ 
sulates 51987] AC 460) in an Or¬ 
der II case. 

Lord Justice May and Sir John 
Knox agreed. 

Solicitors; Peter Carter-Ruck & 
Partners; Biddle & Co. 
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Keene on chess 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Begin Bridge with The Times'. 

Lesson 33 - Potting it into Practice 
There have been several lessons now where 1 have concentrat¬ 
ed on the bidding and before that in MiniBridge, there was 
play but no bidding. Now it is time for a full hand. 

You pick up as South: 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 


Youngest champion 


♦ AQ VK432 OAJ105 +J73 


You count up your points, which come to 15 - too many for a 
12-14 One No-Trump. As 1 said last week, when you have a bal¬ 
anced hand too strong for One No-Trump you choose a four- 
card major if possible, so here you open One Heart Your part¬ 
ner responds Two Gubs, showing at least four clubs and ai 
least 9 HCP (more on that in the next few weeks). So now you 
rebid Two No-Trumps, showing 15-16 HCP. and your partner 
raises you to Three No-Trumps. 

West leads the five of spades and your partner puts down tht 
dummv. 


* K9754 
T A 10 8 7 
O 64 
+ 62 


* J10 6 
T 65 
v K983 
4AKQ5 
N 

W E 

S 


* 632 
T QJ9 
v 072 
+ 10984 


4» AQ 
T K432 
: A J 10 5 
4^ J 7 3 


To launch The Times 
Kasparov Chess Challenge. I 
will be devoting this week to 
classic games by the champi¬ 
on. Today* game is possibly 
Kasparov’s best known. 

It was a tense and complicat¬ 
ed battle, ultimate victory in 
which made him, at 22. the 
youngest world champion. 
While; Anatoly Karpov' 

Nadu Garry Kasparov 
World championship 
Moscow 1985 

Sicilian Defence 

1 e4 c5 

2 Nf3 06 

3 04 chJ4 

4 NttW Nf6 

5 Nc3 a6 

6 Be2 e€ 

7 0-0 8e7 

8 (4 OO 

9 Khl Qc7 

10 34 Nc6 


38 Rxe6 RxttZ 

39 Qc4 Kh8 

40 e5 Qa7+ 

41 rail Bxg2+ 

42 Kxg2 Nd4+ 

White resifyis 

Diagram of final position 


*mw 





Contract: Throe No-Trumps by South. Load: five of spade*. 


Count your tricks. You have 
two spades, two diamonds 
and four clubs, eight in all. 

Where is vour ninth trick to 
come from? The answer to 
that is from diamonds. You 
may not have to lose a trick to 
the queen of diamonds but 
even if you do you will then 
have established an extra dia¬ 
mond trick for your contract. 

What can go wrong? If East 
pains the lead he may play a 
heart through your long and 
if the suit is distributed as 
above you will lose four tricks 
in the suit ami go one down. 

What can vou do about it? 


You can make sure you don't 
lose a trick to East 

Win the queen of spades. 
Play a diamond to dummy’s 
king and a diamond back tc 
your jack. If West wins there if 
no way the defenders can tak£ 
four more tricks immediately 
and as soon as you gain the 
lead you will take nine. 

Deal out the hand for your¬ 
self and make quite sure jut 
understand the play. 


□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


3 84 

4 NhW 

5 Nc3 

6 Be2 

7 043 

8 f4 

9 Khl 

10 34 

11 Bc3 

12 BT3 

13 Qd2 

14 Nb3 

15 g4 

16 g5 

17 Qt2 

18 Bg2 

19 Radi 

20 Bel 

21 RtG 

22 Rh3 

23 Be3 

24 Kgl 

25 Rdl 

26 geffi 

27 Rg3 
23 0*6 

29 Be3 

30 Rg4 

31 Rh4 

32 ftg5 

33 Qd2 

34 Qie3 

35 Q66 

36 RWJ6 

37 Q»6 


a b c d e f g h 

How to enter 

To compete in the displav 
against Kasparov, caJ) 0640 
67SS84. or 1550 122 152 from 
outside the UK. Calls cost 60p 
per minute in the UK and 5Sp 
per minute outside. The lines 
are now open until December 
5. The display will take place 
on December 16 at the Berke¬ 
ley Hotel, Mayfair, when 
Kasparov will face 25 tables of 
five people. Those who call the 
hotline will have to answer a 
question and the lucky ten will 
be drawn from those who an¬ 
swer successfully. 

The Times has two of the 25 
tables exclusively for our read¬ 
ers. Two conditions apply. No¬ 
body with an ELO rating of 
more than 2.000 can compete, 
and normal Times conditions 
apply. The Editor's derision is 
final. 

Keene online 

You can send me your queries, 
puzzles, problems and games 
direct by e-mail. The address 
is keenechess@'aol.com. The 
best contributions from Times 
readers will be published ei¬ 
ther here or in the Saturday 
Times Weekend column. 


WORD-WATCHING 


WINNING MOVE 


By Philip Howard 


HODAD 

a. A stepfather 

b. A surfing pest 

c. A dance 


MAZUMA 

a. Dosh 

b. A Peruvian semolina paste 

c. A small ziggurat 


HEOKTOLOGY 

a. Study of feasts 

b. Gardening 

c. Interpretation of dreams 
MOUSSEUX 

a. Mossy 

b. A cravat 

c. Sparkling wine 

Answers on page 54 


White to play. This position is Jp ^ t* jfc 

from the game Mah-Vcgh. * tn" L.Sj?:.. : 
Hampstead WS. How did : V 

White combine his pressure kv:; La: 

on the long diagonal with his .-6?"'"?<& 

active pieces io score a quick r.' r "-i. : - ■■ 


Solution on page 54 


ith his *T4 

qusex -- 1 <it; ft® 

mjagh 


Regina v Independent Televi¬ 
sion Commission, Ex parte 
Flextech pic and Others 

Before Mr Justice Maurice Kay 
[Judgment November 6j 
The Independent Television Com¬ 
mission, as a regulatory body con¬ 
cerned with the provision of pro¬ 
gramme services, had the power 
under section 2(2) of the Broadcast¬ 
ing An 1990 to prohibit clauses in 
carriage agreements which they 
considered to be inconsistent with 
fair and effective competition. 

Where, therefore, the provision 
of a particular service could only 
be purchased as part of a package 
of other services, some of which 
might be unwanted, at a price 
which reflected the whole package, 
that affected the availability of the 
service and accordingly the ITC* 
duty under section 2p}(a){i) of the 
1990 Act to act to ensure a wide 
range of services was available did 
extend to regulating the terms on 
which existing services were of¬ 
fered to viewers. 

Mr Justice Maurice Kay so held 
in the Queen's Bench Division 
when dismissing an application 
for judicial review of the decision of 
the ITC on June 26,1998. inter alia, 
prohibiting the licensee from enter¬ 
ing into or seeking to enforce or ob¬ 
serve any contract or contractual 
terra which had the effect, either di¬ 
rectly or indirectly, of preventing 
subscribers from buying on an a la 
carte basis from any package of ba¬ 
sic channels any premium channel 
available to the licensee. 

The decision provided that any 
premium channel offered by the li¬ 
censee to subscribers was to be 
made on an a la carte basis in com¬ 
bination with any package of basic 
channels. 

Flextech pic and Sci-Fi Channel 
Europe LLC were channel provid¬ 
ers. who entered into carriage 
agreements with British Sky 
Broadcasting Lid and with cable 
operatora in order to distribute 
thrir television services and obtain 
access to pay television subscrib¬ 
ers. 

Pay TV channels were delivered 
for home reception by satellite 
through BSkyB or by cable trans¬ 
mission through cable operators. 

Basic channels were sold to sub¬ 
scribers as part of a basic tier for 
which the retailer was charged a 
single retail price. Generally sub¬ 
scribers had to buy a tier or bundle 
of a substantial number of basic 
channels which were not available 
individually or 4 la cane. 

Premium channels were sold in¬ 
dividually on an a la carte basis at 
a price per channel, being a higher 
price than for basic channels, or as 
part of a small bundle of channels. 
“Buy through" arrangements exist¬ 
ed whereby subscribers were not 
able to purchase premium chan¬ 
nels without purchasing a number 
of basic channels. 

Minimum carriage require¬ 
ments were an arrangement where¬ 
by carriage agreements ..between 
channel providers selling basic 
channels and thrir carriers con¬ 
tained a clause under which the 
carrier agreed to distribute such 


channels to a predetermined pro¬ 
portion oF the carrier* total 
number of subsoiters- 

Flextech and Sci-Fi held licences 
issued by the ITC, as did BSkyB 
and the cable operators. 

By section 4{l){a) of the 1990 Act 
a licence granted by the ITC rould 
indude such conditions as ap¬ 
peared to the commission to be ap¬ 
propriate. Section 4{2)(a) stated 
that a licence could indude condi¬ 
tions requiring the licence holder 
to comply with any direction given 
by the commission as to matters re¬ 
garding the licence. 

Licences granted by the ITC in¬ 
cluded conditions 9 and 12 which, 
inter alia, required the licensees to 
comply with the directions, includ¬ 
ing directions issued for the pur¬ 
pose of ensuring fair and effective 
competition. 

The ITC defined minimum car¬ 
riage requirements as any contrac¬ 
tual term which by itself or in con¬ 
junction with other terms in the 
same or similar contracts, had the 
effect, either directly dr indirectly 
or preventing, restricting or distort¬ 
ing a distributor's ability to devel¬ 
op market and retail packages of 
basic channels offered to a group 
of subscribers in the U K. 

The ITC had statutory duties 
which included the duty under sec¬ 
tion 21 2) of the Broadcasting Act 
1990; “(a) to discharge their func¬ 
tions ... as respects the licensing of 
... services _. in the manner which 
they consider is best calculated - li) 
to ensure that a wide range of such 
services is available throughout 
the United Kingdom, and (ii) to en¬ 
sure fair and effective competition 
in the provision of such services 
and services connected with 
them..." 

Flextech and Sci-Fi sought judi¬ 
cial review of the June 26 decision 
on the grounds, inter alia, that the 
ITC did not have power under sec¬ 
tion 2(2) of the 1W0 Act to interfere 
with existing contractual rights, al¬ 
ternatively that they had abused 
that power, nor did’they have the 
power to prohibit minimum car¬ 
riage requirements, alternatively, 
that their definition of minimum 
carriage requirements was void for 
uncertainty. 

BSkyB. Cable and Wireless 


Communications pic and NTL Inc 
were interested parties. 

Ms Presiley Baxendaie. QC and 
Ms Monica Carss-Frisk for Flex- 
tech and Sri-Fi: Mr Duncan Ouse- 
fey. QC and Ms Dinah Rose for 
ITC; Mr Nicholas Green. QC and 
Mr Midtael Fbrdham for BSJtyft 
Mr Robert Anderson for Cable and 
Wireless and NTL 

MR JUSTICE MAURICE KAY 
said that FTC sought to resist every 
challenge on the merits. 

Interference with existing contrac¬ 
tual rights 

His Lordship agreed with Mr 
Ouseley* submissions that the pro¬ 
visions in the 1990 Ad were dear 
and unambiguous and were not ob¬ 
scure or productive of absurdity. 

The ITC had the function of regu¬ 
lating the provision of certain serv¬ 
ices: see section 2(1). In discharging 
that function they had a duty to en¬ 
sure that a wide range of services 
was available and to ensure fair 
and effective competition in the pro¬ 
vision of such services; section 
2|2)la). 

That function overlapped with 
those of other competition authori¬ 
ties: section 2)3). Regulation was 
carried out at least in part by a sys¬ 
tem of licensing: sections 2(2)(a) 
and 3. 

Licences could include condi¬ 
tions which appeared to the ITC to 
be appropriate, having regard to 
their duties, and could include con¬ 
ditions requiring the licence holder 
to comply with any direction given 
by the ITC as to such matters as 
were specified in the licence; and. 
pursuant to those provisions, the li¬ 
cences in the present case included 
conditions 9 and 12 

The statutory provisions were 
clear and unambiguous. The ITC* 
decision was not unlawful 
Scope of section 2(2)(a)(i) 

In his Lordship* judgment, a 
body charged with the duty of en¬ 
suring that a wide range of servic¬ 
es was available was hilly entitled 
to concern itself with the basis 
upon which those services were 
made available. 

If a particular service could only 
be purchased as part of a package 
with other services, a least some of 
which might be unwanted, and at 
a price which reflected the whole 


package, those were matters which 
went towards the availability of the. 


particular service. 

His Lordship was satisfied that 
regarding the extent to which the - 
ITC had relied upon section 
2l2J(a)(i} they wot acting rntra 
vires. The faa that some other regu¬ 
latory statutes in other sectors de¬ 
fined the functions, po wers, a nd cfa- 
ries of regulators differently or 
more extensively was not in point 

The ITC had a duty to act in tfe- 
manna- whidi they conskfcxwi 
was best calculated to ensure that a. 
wide range of services was availa¬ 
ble and they srere entitled to consid¬ 
er that the prohibition contained in 
the decision would improve the 
availability of services. 

Scope of section 20fa)(u)' 

His Lordship said that section 
2(2)(a)(u) conferred a wide power to 
ensure fair and effective competi¬ 
tion. It was not limited by the fact 
that the Director General far Flair 
Trading, the Secretary of Stale and 
the Monopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission bah concurrent competi¬ 
tion powers. 

Parliament had provided spe¬ 
cial. sectoral competition powers 
which coukl be used in a more spe¬ 
cific and less cumbersome way. 
They were not immune from judi¬ 
cial review but such review would 
generally be on Wednesbuiy 
grounds of unreasonableness 
QI948| l KB 223) rather than on the 
basis of an inappropriately narrow 
and artificial construction of. the 
Art. 


-J-'- 7 
i 




r •-.■ 
U— 4 


Certainty 

In his Lordship* judgment the. 
wide definition of minimum car¬ 
riage requirements was justified 
for anti-avoidance reasons. In com¬ 
mon with many cither regulatory 
provisions, particularly in the. 
sphere of competition, it was direct¬ 
ed at effects. 

Its application would require 
judgment at various levels but its ■ 
wording was not such as lo be faint¬ 
ed by legal uncertainty. Nor was- 
the adoption of the wording 
Wednesburv unreasonable. - 

For those and other reasons the 
application was refused. 

Solicitors: Denton Hall; Sim- jir 
mans & Simmons; Herbert Smith: 
Charles RusseQ. 




Trouble loom- 

runners :r> [;*” r si - 


Shades 


Resolving dispute over 
voluntaiy liquidator 


BH'HRf 


[n re Inside Sport Ltd 

Where a dispute arose as to die 
identity of a person appointed as 
voluntary liquidator, (he appropri¬ 
ate procedure was an application 
under section 171 or the Insolvency 
Act 1986 for the appointment erf a 
fresh voluntary liquidator and not 
by way of petition to the court for a 
compulsory liquidation. 

Mr Justice Lighunan so staled 
in the Companies Court of ihe 
Chancery Divirion on November 2 
when allowing, in the special cir¬ 
cumstances. a creditors petition 


for an order that Inside Sports Ltd 
be wound up by the court 

HIS LORDSHIPsaid that the is¬ 
sue was whether the court should 
order compulsory liquidation, so 
lhai the winding-up would be in 
the hands ofa liquidator appointed 
by the court or whether the volun¬ 
tary liquidator who was in place 
should continue. 

There was a close comparison 
between creditors supporting vol¬ 
untary and those supporting com¬ 
pulsory liquidation. The latter 
might have a genuine sense of in¬ 


justice should die voluntary liqui¬ 
dator continue. The appropriate 
course, which would save time and 
costs, would be for the petitioner to 
make a section 171 application for 
the appointment of a fresh volun¬ 
tary liquidator. 

Where the dispute concerned the 
identity of the voluntary liquidator, 
ir was inappropriate to proceed by 
way of a compulsory liquidation. 

However, the point had not been 
taken in a previous case and on the 
spatial farts of the present case, the 
petition would be allowed. 
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Probably tfae most defleteos Christmas present you could 
possibly give, or receive. Is a box of Special Edition chocolates 
from BiocExpress. Try champagne truffles, Christmas pudding 
traffics nr Assam leaf tea and biscuit truffles. Each box 

THE«flSerriM£s + ChocExpress 

20% discount voucher 

Mr/MfS/MVftfts___ 

contains 20 carefully selected chocolates and truffles, sent in 

Sumanw__ . 

beautiful handmade oval keepsake boxes, designed to fit 
throng most letterboxes. Prices start at £14.95 Indmflng a 
persoaalisal, printed menage card 
SVS/a and (IK matatend delivery. 

ChocExpress CaD017632S7744tarafreebracbiire. 
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By Chris McGrath 

WHOM the gods wish to destroy, 
they first make mad. Then they issue 
them with a licence to ride under 
National Hum rules. Rarely can the 
unflinching heroism of jump jockeys 
have been examined in such heart- 
stopping fashion as at Taunton yester¬ 
day, when a seven-horse pile-up 
prompted memories of Foinavon — 
and earnest gratitude that nobody 
was more seriously injured. 

Foinavon’S victory is treated as a 
tribute to the unique perils of the 
Grand National, but yesterday’s dra¬ 
ma emphasised that these men of iron 
(and women, too) face such dangers 
as a matter of daily routine. It came in 
the Maple Juvenile Selling Hurdle, as 
lowly a contrast to the glamour of 
Ajntree as can be imagined. 


As the II runners approached the 
third flight. Ivory Charm jinked 
wildly to the left — flinging Daragh 
O'Driscoll, her inexperienced part¬ 
ner. into the takeoff side of die tim¬ 
ber obstacle — and swung over it 
sideways-on. She landed in a sprawl 
that only the aptly-named Trouble In 
Store and three others could avoid. 

The rest flowed helplessly into the 
melCe. like the thrashing production 
line of some nightmarish factory. As 
horse after horse crashed into the 
ground, six jockeys were lost among 
the rolling bodies and flailing legs; as 
the horses rose, marvellously un¬ 
scathed. their riders lay winded and 
flattened in the grass. 

Nor was the danger over for those 
who had contrived to avoid the chaos. 
Ballyldssann and then Trouble Jn 
Store were almost carried out by 


loose horses; then, as Warren 
Marston, and The Robe led the survi¬ 
vors past the dolled-off obstacle sec¬ 
ond time round, into the home 
straight, panic gripped the stands. 
Four horses, enjoying their sudden 
liberty, were galloping playfully up 
the straight—in the wrong direction. 

Perhaps the most merciful stroke of 
luck to sustain this unfeasible series 
of escapes was the decision of these 
horses, halfway up the run-in. to turn 
round and join The Robe. Marston. 
who had steered to the right, was for- 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap; WELSH MARCH 
(250 Bangor) 

Ned best Colonel In Chief 
(2.00 Newbury) 


tunate not to be forced over the final 
fence on the chase course. 

As it was, the medical conse¬ 
quences were somehow restricted to 
“a few days’* on the sidelines for Jim 
CulJoty, who bruised a hip; wrist 
X-rays and a stitched lip for Jamie 
Magee; and the afternoon off for 
Rodney Farrant, who captured the 
indomitable spirit of his profession 
by saying: “l*m bruised all the way 
down my left side, but fingers crossed 
111 be okay for Bangor tomorrow.” 

It is hard to conceive of a greater 
contrast on the Turf than that 
between these dramas and Sunday’s 
Japan Cup. where Frankie Dettori 
and Faithful Son try to round off 
another remarkable year of interna¬ 
tional achievement for Godolphin. 

Faithful Son is expected to be 
suited by the return to a mile and a 


Sagamix in line for World Cup 


THUNDERER 

1.20 Prussia. 1.50 Shore Party. 2.20 Northern 
Maestro. 2.50 Welsh March. 3.20 Out By Night 
3.50 Powder Hound. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (SOFT IN PLACES) S 


1.20 EYTDN SELLING HURDLE 

(£2295:2m 11) (11 runners; 

1 T4S MESS MEMORY rip^flareetaWW-R Johnson 81 
; 4161 BARLEY MEADOW 15 pLS) R Ford Ml-S NWnocte® 86 

3 57 ALLEZ CYRANO 590 D Burdidl 7-10-12 .0 JPuTrteH - 

4 DANCMQLAWYER 3TFBEUBon 7-MM2 - lT«H*s(71 - 

fi ZOO- MA38JS MAXMJS 342 tts S Umrrnan 5-15-1J’ - R - 

? pS MONSreilfl PWK 304 A 6-10-12 ...J GtgfcranUi) - 

8 46F PALISANDER 98 R Fort 4-10-12 - - -■ .R McSratA 76 

9 2R08 PRUSSIA ofRW Ctiv 7-10-12 ---5 HjQ 

10 DP-P TWO LOTOS JO U TJfi 6-10-12 ™ 

11 3-55 ABSOLUTE PROOF 11 W G M Tima 5-10-7 _ J Pww f7) 57 

11-4 Pruaa. 7-2 Meg i Mamar. 4-1 Bale/ MeatWw. 7-1 ottwi. _ 


1.50 MAUSE NICOLSON NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.534: 3m 110yd) (6) 

1 *12U SHORE PARTY 14 ©5) N Twctoft-tates 6 - 11 -SC Marie gfig 

2 1-24 CHEROKEE BOY98^86-10-12 RTO 

3 &VF LAG® BRIDGE 13 5l G.Si D MdAMI VRO.V 0 ^ !S2£ 

4 06^ LOTHIAN WMMWUER 22 60 

5 P?5 LUNAR DANCm 8 fF)PW«HW ! **■" 0 7 

6 P-FO DONMUJAB (0.S| f Jndan 7-10-7-PI 

4-75imfat>. 7-2Qao>aE<w. 6-1 mtnftnliic.8-l Lu ffianCjmiTanoa.U- 1 

2.20 TOTE PLACEPOT 21 ST BIRTHDAY HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2,788: 2m If) (9) 

: ai.a 


3.20 LLANARM0N NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.599.2m 41110yd) (6) 

...-RGuest 86 

1-8 -w Mason - 

7 -11-4 _ J Cat agcn ® 

S-'id-'i i'.." S Wytne 93 

_ BFenon 83 

9-4 Out EyNl^M. 11-4 Falla* 0e Call 4-1 teay«, 9-2 TiataO. 11 -7 Ufiay's W- 
Iron. 33-1 Aka _ 

3.50 RIDGWAY NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.794:2m If) (12) 



SAGAMIX the Prix de J'Arc 
deTriomphe winner, may put 
his unbeaten record on the 
line in the Dubai World Cup 
(Chris McGrath writes). 

His four victories have all 
been in soft ground over a 
mQe and a half, whereas the 
Worid Cup is over ten fur¬ 
longs on dirt A similar gam¬ 
ble almost paid off in this 


year's race, however, when 
Swain forced a photofinish 
with Silver Charm. Sagamix’s 
trainer. Andit Fabre, saddled 
Loup Sauvage to finish third. 

The Worid Cup has lived up 
to its ambitious billing by pro¬ 
ducing three authentic champi¬ 
ons from three runnings is Ci¬ 
gar, Singspiel and Silver 
Charm. Bob Baffert has indi¬ 


cated that Silver Charm, run¬ 
ner-up in the Breeders' Cup 
Classic last time, may defend 
the prize on March 28. while 
Might And Power has been 
nominated from Australia. 

Godolphin has a number of 
possible candidates for a 
“home” win. including High- 
Rise. its newly recruited Der¬ 
by winner. 


2.10 WINTER WARMER CLUB NURSERY 
HANDICAP (2-Y-0: £2,939: 70 (15) 



THUNDERER 

12.10 Satwa Boulevard. 12.40 Pegasus Bay. 1.10 
Catioot Lane. 1.40 Cantgetyourbreath. 2.10 Sweet 
Compliance. 2.40 Rffifi. 3.10 Dancing Wolf. 3.40 
Ginzbourg. 


- GOING: STANDARD DRAW: 5F-1M. LOW BEST SIS 

M I __ 

12.10 CONFERENCE STAGING MAIDEN STAKES 

(Orv fc 3-Y-O; £2,749:1m) (9 runners) 



17 _ J P Sponca (3) 14 
9-2 -R HobIms 12 


SPORT 49 


THUNDERER 

1.00 Door To Door 2.30 Virtuoso 

1.30 Zander 3.00 SHADIANN (nap) 

2.00 Mr Strong Gale 3.30 Mothers Help 

Timekeeper's top rating: 2.30 SERENUS. 


GOING- GOOD 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


1 .00 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOTE PLACEPOT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£4.033- 3m 110yd) (9 iimnas) 
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1 .30 OXFORDSHIRE NOVICES CHASE 
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204 2320-2 ZANDER 9 iG) U IXiggan) N Tmaon-Dwei 6- n-5 . C Llewelyn 17 

BETTING- 4-5 viU.’-je »nj 5-? 2nta 9-? tn Boy O-t Fun 01 YnSci 

1997' SIR0NC CHAIRMAN 6-11-3 T J Uupny (11-10 buj P Vdsflj 3ijn 

vnuoa Kng Den Rw towi '.l m KHuoe nowce iunjicap dose ai 
Dotenion 1 2m 4111 D>tL good), parously deal kmatolU 3’ :l m 5-nn- 
iks novice B Newttn AUScd (2m S11 lOyd. qood to fam). Ivy 
Deal Beto Co»w >41 m 10-nona maden Oast X PhunpUn Cm SI goo d tn art) M 0> VbAa nougnt 
down oi imkoo rattle a Fatytause (3m. good to son). pHrauiy 20 6<a ol 28 to Ntmm Rou Uken m 
ia*lzn hwdte a FarySmse (2m H. goal to sofl) Zander 512nd M 8 ro Bumsttm wood n nonce erase >£ 
kempton 1 5m, good la soOj 

VILLAGE KH6 b aogresane mcety am mar cornu w, winmng sequence a me operee m Zandn 

2.00 JACKY UPTON HANDICAP CHASE 

(£7.225. 2m 40 (8 runners) 
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306 -46P40 

307 112-OU 

308 112-11 





Trouble looms at the third flight in the selling hurdle at Taunton yesterday when the leader. Ivory Charm, swerves violently, ungearing her rider and removing another six of the 11 
runners in the process. More mayhem followed as the riderless horses careered across the track, interfering with the survivors, but Tne Robe managed to steer a winning course 

Shades of Foinavon in Taunton melee 


half, having failed to stay in the Mel¬ 
bourne Cup. but Simon Crisford trav¬ 
els from Dubai in hope rather than 
expectation. “The horse has had a 
hard campaign and a tough travel 
schedule." Godolphin’s racing man¬ 
ager said yesterday. “Any weak links 
are going to be exposed pretty quickly 
in a race like this. To win it, he’ll have 
to be every bit as good as when he 
won at Royal Ascot and came second 
in the Eclipse. The ground is very 
firm, too. But he certainly deserves to 
take his chance, because his form is 
very good and he showed that the trip 
is okay for him in the Caulfield Cup.” 

Other overseas raiders for a race 
plundered last year by Pilsudski 
include Chief Beaihart, the Canadian 
colt who mounted such a gallant 
defence of the Breeders' Cup Turf 20 
days ago. and Luso. 


MMsS NOCk 9-12-0.. ..G Braky 155 

I Stawood 9-70-8 _J Osborne 1G5 

P HdWjs frlO-6 _A Thornton 150 

MTotfuto 8-10-3 .._ R Ouiwoody 154 

I k’. j potcb 9-10-3_ O Leahy 155 

Bowen 7-10-3 ... N WBamson Q2Z 

N Henderson 10-10 0. M A FtaoeraU T58 
PMrtofc7-1M(EM . TJMvphy (53 

Long hwfcap: tt S&ong Gale 9-12 

BETT»«: 114 Ift Snong Gata. 4-1 Coiand In Chel 5-1 Itte Tib . B-1 So» 11 Brauft 7-1 Caliisae Bay. 

St4E*v Horn. a-i Stani)> Passage. 3H ntfips Woody 

1997: CAUJS0E BAY 8-10-0 J A McCanhy |94) 0 StaMM 4 cm 

m macap dost- ffade 3 al CiMeidan (2m *\ 
mh PM^'5 Wbody (2ib Oeaei art) unsBJetl ride, 
la Saw Tadics w grade 2 tanAcap cte* J WW- 
I Of 4 k> Uacgrane m handicap chase al Nwfairy 
SuOB T«aKs h rartkoc chas^ lyade 3 r 
of) beaten a <Ss&nce LKi Stormy Passage 41 aw 
19yd. good U cull). aenoieJv beat Sn Lone SI In 
oodioliim)'wttiMiSti«vgGUei6bt«natti) Mi 
mdkap chase riAyii2m 41. good) AbbaThalffli- 
i UOaom (3m SI. Vtl SUUyHome27171t)o(9 
load) ShDng Gale teal Canal(» 41 nS-nim 

previdDCly bra Sands Lite Fun IW In 5-mnna 







STORMY PASSAGE took Mi to dating ba uason an) rantim open m Me nmovarani 

2.30 PLACEPOT GROWING WITH TOTE DIRECT HANDICAP HURDLE 
[SHOWCASE RACE AND TOTE TWFECTA RACE] 

(£5,586: 2m 110yd) (10 lunncrs) 

401 -31110 DAN^XD 12 P.F.G^) (Ckuda DUtbUK Ud) M Chamon 6-12-0 ... D Byrne 110 
Kta 131-05 SOUND APPEAL 17 (D.S) IB S J FWu) G McCari A-11 -9_AThonun 119 

403 115-2F VDTU0SG 12 ffl.G) (k£ U Omtat) C Mail 4-11-9 .. . _RDunwoody 126 

404 1-2225 POLAR PftOSPHJT 12 (0.S) (Ml SI4:Dlasl 4 8 >*sjP Hobbs 5-11-B .GTnm»y 116 

405 14304- 581EMUS 233 (OILS) IW.U8 >A»E (totel N Henderaen 5-11-7 ..MAftawrMdnW 

406 23711- TUTCHEV376 (D.G) IU*s Potar Panwhp) 0 Nioiotson 5-10-11 . _A Magure 

407 21810- U* OF CONQUEST 253 (D.%S) (Mbs C Jw*s) Mre jPdmm 8-10-11 BPOMB 111 


408 4000-1 BOLD GAIT 17 1 Plslkw) i FansftM 7-10-6-JOSbomo 10Z 

409 iPBO-4 DANC&1G PADuY 13 (CD.F.&S) K Cwnbighank-Brinm 10-10-5 . J R Kavacagh 94 

410 423703 SHOOFK13 (S) (S Devine) S Dwr 7-10-3_CUewtfyn 106 

BETT1N&'7-48nhlGal5-i5Bens. 7-1 Mai Hasped. unssalhudwr.S-i LmaOICmusLiS-IOanrgoU. 
15-1 3u* 20-1 Snund ApgeaL 25-1 Dancmg ftMdv. 

1997- STORMITARWEATm 5-10-9M ARtzgenkl (3-1 » far) N ttadnsoi 7 ran 

BBU SeaSir ig>Ba^'J>7 SourB rwea 30nasi ol 5 m in hide a Newtuy (2m nM. 

Dood to snbj War Prospeo 131 Mi o) 1b In Grey Shot m handicap In 
die at Chettnham On 110*d. good] wlh Qanegoid <i|b wiae m) 2 V 
8t and VttocsQ (itt mx oB> WL Soeras IDl 4fe ol 6 to Rubniutsh av hmdKap ludfe ti kxol (2m 
110yd. good to an) wtlh Dancfei0 Paddy f150i bedo oil) 5# HsLpmtauEi* 19113h oM5 to Bhwma WBd 
»i raBhap Ititle a 5*fxtaryi {an HDyC. TOfl) TIUChsvlMl Coun»y hhiskd 31 m ri iiynw nomcyfaidv 
cap luOe a ClieOBfaiii pn 1 ifttf. good): tranoudy hra # s WalbceiSln 11-n*na nwl« hrdle al E«- 
ta(2mil iiOyd.good) Lne01(Bn9]esi32ll71hol27h)BtoMngWindinhanilcapiudlegiade3alC7itf- 
Jsrtam (2m if. good). prsvMusly bra ttsbamn 41 fei 4-nmner handlap furflsai MAnack (3a (nod). Bold 
G*bra Store fc*e 7i n 7-nnru nnkatanaicag hudte at ItaAwy (2m 119(0. good u. jrtlswiDi 151 
3rd d 9 to Oragor ring in hanOoii twBe a iMmba (3a good to sort) nffli DmBg Paddy (M beila ofl) 
2514ft 

BOLD GAIT scored wnh any smart In hand on Ms leaooraana and pnime«K to ora 1w booing 



Long haraftap Laiehmg hrtnne 9-10. Ewytemony 9-4 Lure Sued Btuec B-H. Soraeiffi 6-6 
BETTMG:r-2Slafam 4-| Taranto. 5-1 Gone Fa ABram.13-2Bram(eniVIki>aL 7-1 FnstsLStayHmiv- 
ny. 12-1 Era*. Lau0»g hrtUna. 20-1 oten. 

1007: VKLSHSUC 5157 S««e kAw** [H-4J D GareWra 10 ran 



4 2334 DISTANT 

5 4-FO EB£N AL 

6 0041 M0RT1BW 


aL 


I.Si J Mackre 4-155 pe»J _ 

1 J GoUsah (5) 17TB 

j Hevihe 5-10-3 ... 

; Onen b*r IMO-O .... -- - T W 50 
D Buchrll 6-10-0 .. -D J Buiche* 65 


5i toti 71* n - 9-2 Totally Youc. Nanhen* MaeJio 51 Deart Swm. B 1 otters. 


2-1 Powder Hand. 9-4 PBCyParbeepa. H Sack fttieLftohesa Cool, 151 tev 
ay. i2-i Aioc (bound. 14-1 Bsmtfldil Gbdal Ifcste, 251 mhoc 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRABBIS: PR WebM. 6 amas torn 22/uiws. 27-3 V0 She nmqtL 5 
tom 22.22 7%. J m crtL 11 ban KJ17.TV M TaitiomOtrtS. 12 bom 
69 17.4V. O BunJioH. 3 tan 18.16.7V A 9nw. 3 • twv 21 . 143VK 
BaTey 4 tom 39.13 8V 8 trt. 4 tom 32. l_5V 6 M Utoae. 3 bom 26. 

12 oi. P BoMfi. 3 tom 38.10 7V 

JOCKEYS. R McCrattL 3 yrnnas tom l2iriK25 0%. if W* I J bom 
61175V D J BUd»ll 3 tom IB. 16.7V J McCatrv. 3 tan 23.130V 
1Uw Ilhnm93. llJVBiohnsai 9b«n77. il 71. REantiyJbon 
27 11IV R 6oKL 6 tan 58.1035. R Fa rant 4 kom 40,10.0% 


1 oooo 

2 0056 

3 4306 

4 0 

5 050 

6 5 

7 5040 

8 06(0 

9 0 

4-5 UiaL 4-1 StiM Bndrail 11-2 Lowed. 12-1 Rusted. 14-1 oOb; 


9-0_F Norton 5 

0-..._J Tate 4 

.... -.P Doe (5) 7 

_ RFks»2 

Idoer 59_S Mtoonfi 6 

r5w»59_ G Bardwsl 9 

ngatdge BS ..R Porter 1 

Soman 59_ .A Cdhane 3 

.... J Man 8 


results from yesterday s three meetings 



Uttoxeter 

Going: good lo s-A t»<em»ng s«i 

12.45 12 m MM TiSpWf*® ^ 

»W5; , i£S , as n “-s™“ 
PI s’Si'SAVSV 

C22610 CSF. £11955. 

1.15 l»n 41 raiJMM Gale ff1 

Thom on, 51). 2. ,u 13 T 

as? , {sr'a8%5r«'“ » 

E7 60 CSP C1360 

casi E2.56891 

2.15 (2m CM1. 

Cantif. 2 9 1®). 2. ‘KfcJS 

To» B«» DF-C4 10CSF 

i45 |2m hdte) 1. crater 

ciVoto DF 
CI?3o“ tela eft» CSF £29» t«- 
casl £124 09. 

S-^SSLliflBaSSSg 

aySLTS-ftSJy’- 


E2060. £4.60. £260. C28D DF E59S0 
CSF - £9029 Tncasi. £484 00 
placepot C248.30. Qradpt*: E2a30- 

Taunton 

Going: ooed 

138 ( 2 m 11 twin; 1 BM8JM 
.jini 3 -H 2. Davcclu (5-2 (avi. 3. FSjur ®- ll. 
13ran U4I G L Moore ToWC4 £1 M 
£1 40. £230 DF £2 90 CSF £9 75 
U55 Cm II hdle) I. Tlw Fteatae (WMwswn. 

p-l) Z BaByWEMmn Ofr'l 3. ** 

M6-1I CUnc»»g Al 94 (av. 11 ran. i2L 1'JA 

Carcil Tole £5 70 £1 W. £3 30. C2 «' DF 
£1980 «2SF £82 70 

2-2S Bn 31 ch) I. Crn-rtryBrau i« AF5 
R-4 imry, 2. CttiiuugW 
3 Nunrawafc (941 10 
Si Trft £2 80. Cl 60. Cl 10. £1 TO DF 
£330 CSF C523 

9 «r?m il hflle) 1. Alftosaam (R Johnson. 

SSSaiaSSsraw 

Kid (8-11 12 on ttfl Pnnre ol indu. Sw®1 

DF £960 CSF:C12M Tncasi C275 99 

-> 1,31 IiOyd hdien I. Hany IH Dw> 

Plj99 TnCJC* 

JaCXPOtC S^ a Qiiadpoc MJW. 

Ptecepot CTIJO. uuwpw 


Carlisle 


Gotagrlrtvy 

UO(2m Khdte) l.BanramfRSup^t. 7-2 
d-laul. Z My SaHareDo (7-2 d-fcwj. 3. Wfeg- 
mnCraeli&ll. 10r«i NH-Orwi Lad 31.9. 
L Longo W E3 60: £110. Cl 90. £1S0. 
DF £880 CSF-C1549 TncaU £6554 
135(2m41 110 yd eft) i.ScoHa Nortn (R 
McGrath. 4-S ted. 2. Merwhaar (4-1). 3. 
Bulls fty (8-1) 7 ran 1'«!. 301. J ONaJj 
Tole £200. £200. £1 70. OF- £200 CSF. 
£3 65 

2.05 (2m 41 IiOyd hdle) 1. Owiatoeatbn (B 
HarOng. 12-1): 2. GuS Berry M2-11. 3. 
Fbrrty Litadei (151) »siur SantSOvtCfi 
4-1 lav 15 ran NR Lanacat Lane. 71. SIR 
Woodnousd Tos. £1690: W9D. £570. 
£220 DF £16890 CSF. £134 47. 
2J5l3m2fch) 1. Blue Utah (LWyrt.458 
lav. Rehaid Evans's nap). 2. FMv P-U 
3. Than Thai «JM| 5 ran a. 2H MoS 
Bramall Tore £250. £> to E230 DF' 
062C' CSF C11.0B 


Hanmcnd. Tde £540. £2-70. £1« OF- 
£530 CSF. C1517. 

aas (2m 41 110yd nefle) 1 . Boston Man 
ft* i Gabnqton, 11-2). 2. Hags Way 
I2Q-IV. 3. Wk*iow Way (7-2). Huisl Ftyw 
( 4 ih) 3-1 lav 10 tan 271. 2’A R Woo^ 
hoLEfr Tole. C12 70. £420. £4 80 £1 70 
DF El 70 60 CSF £9745 TficaM. 
£41221 

Ptacspot C80-2O. 

Ouadpot E59JXL 


12.40 LMGHELD LOYALTY CARDS SEUJNG 
STAKES (Div F: £1.901:1m 2f) (14) 

I CAN'T REUBJBS) 34 (D^5) M Rpe4-59 GFo*nvg)7 
SHARBAUARD 10 (BX) S Dow 4-59 —,P Ooefi) 3 
EASTLEIGH 6 ICS) R Wlinsfiad 59-4 Usa Wactxi (71 13 

SCRAM BOY 6 A toMev 59-4-..J Bottarm. 8 

LANCASHRE LCG9011 K LMmoden 5-9-4 P BetoertS (3) 17 

MACAH 34 B Bonn 4-54 .. . A CUtBfl* Id 

MAQAlff OflWBn 22 (BJ3J C WsaJon 4-9-4 ... J Tati11 
F61ASUS BAY 11 (V.CB^JO CantUon 7 9-4 ...G Carter 10 

SAND CAY 10 H O^UHyan 4-9-4-SWMMalhf 

FAUC3B31G 66J B P»» 550-P Dpe fS) 5 

KOORDtHAITE 1SJ R Baka 4-8-13--VSanW»B 

H0WT 88 P Horlhg 3-8-9 .. - -J CUtn4 

LADY BL 63J B Smsl 359 -- RPBrtamTI 

MISMEMI1CW 41L A Dace 3-5-9 _ -S Sweeney 2 

44lCanRememta.r-2Pega acto.5i aottated. 7-1 aazw to 51 ottoi 

I .1 0 UNGFIELD LOYALTY CARDS SELLING 
STAKES (Div B: £1,901: 1m 2f) (13) 

1 1100 HARPOON L0UC 159 (BFS/S) A tt —dBMW (Ml 594 

MSemnOR 8 

7 0000 WAU0H BEACH 6 (B.CD.F.G) CL Man 7-59 Candy UonB If 

3 4000 OOKS 34 C DtwS (Bd) 4-54------A Cfert 6 

4 0000 MERCURY 7 8 Baub 554-P Hoberts (3) 4 

5 0000 NAUPUF10 fflfTSican 4-54. --GBantecIS 

6 0053 PRESENTSftuATONBLfld WUigaai7-9-4 DUeKeem13 

7 Q30 MSCATT013 ttM ttM 4-W .. _ .T SmriB 12 

8 7200 R0DBttKtM)SWa8(n jR.Pojlffln554 . Rtaohes 7 

9 0000 GATFOOT LANE 37 (F) w G M Tuna 3-50 .—MTe&rtlZ 

ID 6500 LASTKMGHT 17J D A&fttJl 3-9-0-- Rftk85 

11 -000 TAB. DF SLVO 3 |F,G) A ton 5513 _ .FNcnnil 

1? -004 CAMPARI 32 (BR J Paaree 359._..-G Badml 10 

13 0240 SAH1AR8C38PtMteg3-59 .. 

11-4 Piesert SABtoi 11-2 nara) Beach. 51 Rodaid tosn 7-i asm 

1.40 ANTIQUE FAIRS AT UNGFIELD NOVICE 
STAKES (2-Y-0: £2.775: 71) (7) 

-• 1 MCI BAUNTH315(BjyGLMwe9-4-..JdMtfan3 

2 1050 DH1IQND GEtZEH 34 (Si R Kanui 9 2_PDofiOs (7) 2 

3 01 TAPASE3(Cl»Wlto«)_--..R KudHB 4 

4 6231 CANTGETYOURBREATH 7 (B) fl Medan 512 —.11 TeSnO I 

5 2301 BjASTOttUHY 10 (IMP Writ* 8-12 .. .jorar? 

6 642 TTGER SHARK 13LadrairingdoR51? . ...DMcKeowiS 

7 WESTEmcauMAmuFreed8-12 __CtotarG 

II -4 Tjpaje. J2 TXjbs 4-1 CsssjffrwhE®'. '.Yedcm Oso^ano. 51 


_DMcKsovm 15 

nakesjrae 58 C Rnfiss 5 
•5 _ . .... ACUhaneS 

__PDnefSJ 10 

7-11 _ J Qunn7 

.-GBanhrti 11 

e 7-10_JUn»2 

7-10_F Honor 8 

_NCaittsleG 

..P FassayA 

dge 7-io-J Taa 3 

7-2AiMtesSHr. 52 Vtmge PrldB. 7-1 VteW. 51 Dram Or Me. 151 Boots Sn. 
Sran Cwtflaa*. i2-l Hboo. teat 14-1 cmer. 


2.40 S0OTHR1VER TOOLS & FIXINGS T5TH 

ANNIVERSARY HANDICAP (£3.583: 65) (14) 

.—T Sprite 8 

159-11-JTatal 

_Ate* Groves iO 

(Tog —ACuanne2 

_PRobans 0 )ii 

..A dak 7 

...L Carat 3 

_MWtfsmS 

t _P Doe (5) * 

_J Quinn 14 

soley 3-511 

DMcfeortil? 

12 3010 M5 riT 21 (G) Mrs G KeJIeway 3-58 . 5 WWworfi 13 

13 0126 HALFTONE 3 (BXJ.Ga R Fknya 556 - F Norton 9 

14 0000 D0MULLA 3B (DP^S) ID MteUBy 556 ..S Canon (7) 6 

51 So*ed. 11-2 AH. 51 SBaL 7-1 N tMinh, 51 fatite Tigifc Btraj Pine. 
l!-i Robo tfetfe. Bumnt). Us W. 151 ttiui 


_TSw*e13 

_A dark 1 TAUFAN BOY rai ad a deefave rtang a Asm a tel goaidh bnoed to defy a pemby 


3.30 FRESHMANS JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE 

(3-Y-0: £4,003:2m 110yd) (14 runners) 


601 5180 

602 2122 

603 COP-11 

604 


-T Peoples (71 40 

11-3_jTizzard m 

— . _TJ Murphy HT 

-—L Haney - 

-- M Ahem - 

A FfcgeftiO -- 

-JRKavoraph - 

1512 R Duneroody 73 

.— M ftchanfc - 

-GBraMy - 

_C Uewetyn - 

-JOstome B7 


BETTMG 52 Stagmar. 51 Tohade. 4-1 OdVAbOil 7-1 Matas Help. 151 King Flam. RedanWm 25! 
Bold U 15 tadogges. Tommy Caan 25i (tins. 

1B97- RAJNWATCH1512 A P McCoy (2-5 lav) U Pipe >4 ran 




SHB1GANZAR tarft a aar rare on Ms ba oung aid Inks up to tffc esk 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


3.10 CONFERENCE STAGING MAIDEN STAKES 

(Div U: 3-Y-0: £2.749:1m) (8) 


u-8 TunteKedHao. 2-1 Qam 
too. Pppas Pnde. Raaramn. 351 


... .A McSone B 
...GBanMI 
. SWHMMbS 
_. .F Natan B 

_E Carter 4 

D .Al Teuton 2 

_T Sprate 7 

P Spencer (3)3 
2 Rb)B. 51 tfertsfa. 151 Galtot W- 
Cartage. 


TRAINERS Wins Rnrs 
0 Shewed 1 ? 59 

DUiahoBon 25 107 

M Pipe 16 81 

KBakT TO 57 

NHenarsoi 16 98 

DUMOtl G 37 

PNKMIls 6 «? 

MisJPtenai 8 59 

NTrydai-Oavos 12 113 


% JOCKEYS 

288 J Osborn 

234 T J Murphy 

198 A Maguae 

I7j A Thorntan 

165 RDoranedy 

192 P Honey 

14 J G Tamer 

13.6 MFtegatid 

106 M WWeriBan 

103 CLhareOyn 


Wins Rnrs 

37 115 


19 111 

B 59 

3 22 

17 136 

10 84 

13 115 


3.40 BUY UN8REU) POUNDS FOR CHRISTMAS 

APPRENTICE HANDICAP (£1.946:1m 4f) (16) 

1 (B10 STATAJACK 38 (B.Ci^.Q.S) 0 ERwtrti 15150 

K Paeans (7} 3 

Z 504-SUPJC482fflF.C05|KBute-5512 _ .PGoodeB 

3 2340 MANfC0UMSBHHb5511--K Shed 16 

4 W FRASWWffiYIWJO-Shea557.FTjranig 12 

5 0240 WMHKG SWtT 33_W) M TomptaJS 3-9-7--.R Smdb 13 

6 4040 WLD CANARY 15 (c) D Mats 553-- P0o»5l0 

7 040 SCARLET CRESCBfT 6J U IBa 4 52 Hutttasoa (5) 14 

S 0003 GKZ3DVJRB24J(SifiOMMs4-WJ....SCasonT 

9 0262 WAASEF2 Ifcs GKeBw 5511 1 --—--Pftateriflo 11 
ID 3142 Manors MUSK U PC) M LtaJtaE* 6-8-6 ^.AEdc 

11 0001 KATE'S CRACKER 37 te)MQurti>53 .EintoJMO 

12 0003 FfBX HE CLEFWWT 7 ftfa) G l UOdrf 4-51 JBasfey( 

13 5036 WGH ON LH10 » JNiehia 4-51 .._.P FtoUmotB - 

14 0000 CARVER D00NE 2 (to LADS* 550 . -CCano2 

15 -050 ARGUAQ4TA11VE5BTD MKafty 57-13 _6Kaonon (3J 5 

16 0000 SAPPHRE SON 32 (F.GJ P darts 6-7-10 S (btfdon 8 

52MsneuB.5lS3QAKI52W«A<-lR»rsCqtar.5lMenHrf i iUii- 
nt, (h Ute. 151 to (to Onem. 12-1 «K 


BUNKERED RRST TIME: Lfngffield: 12.10 Lorenzo. 12.40 
Pegasus Bay, Madame Chlnnery. 1.10 Waikiki Beach, Naupfie. 3 .10 
Tumbleweed Hero. 3.40 Winning Saint. Newbury: 3.30 King Priam. 


SPECIALISTS 


UNGFIELD PARK: Trainers: M Pi as 
con. 24 wvnerc from 112 omners, 
21.4%, A Vandatiaeghen. 3 ton 14. 
21.4%; Lord Hmtinafcn. 47 from 236. 
19 9%. D Nichols. 13 from 66.19.7%: P 
Harts, 15 ton 88.17.0%; N uamoden. 
10 from 62,16.1%; M&3 G Kafeway, 40 
from 262. 153%. Jockeys M Setv- 
ranckx. 3 winners from 1 1 rides. 27.3% 

P Dobbs. 7 ton 27.25 9%; L Caittr, 3 
from 15. 200%. P Roberts, 9 from 47. 
191%. Alex GreawG. 8 from 42.19.0%; 
D UcKeown, 25 from 154,162% S WM- 
wonh. 52 from 372,14.0%; G Carter. 30 
from 226,133% 



I FULL RESULTS SERVIC£_16a 
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: 50 SPORT 




West Indies 


dig deep 
after initial 


struggle 


From Thrasy Pjetropoulos in Johannesburg 


THE WANDERERS (first day 
of five; West Indies won toss): 
West Indies have scored 249 
for seven wickets against 
South Africa 




WEST INDIES were indebted 
to an innings of typical grit 
and resolve from Shivnanne 
Chanderpaul to deflect atten¬ 
tion once again from matters 
off the field, after a rampant 
Shaun Pollock had threatened 
to make their first day of Test 
cricket in South Africa one 
that they would wish to forget. 

A day of immense historical 
importance at The Wanderers 
could scarcely have begun on 
a less auspicious note. First, 
Pat Rousseau, president of the 
West Indies Cricket Board, 
recounted the events of two 
days ago when, with his wife 
and a Jamaican journalist, he 
was robbed at gunpoint as he 
visited a cricket ground in 
Soweto. Shortly afterwards 
came a statement by Dr Ali 
Bacher, managing director of 
the United Cricket Board of 
South Africa, expressing his 
disappointment that “no play¬ 
ers of colour had been selected 
to represent South Africa**. 

The West Indies sprung a 
surprise by naming Rawl 
Lewis, the leg spinner, in their 
side. Lewis had arrived in 
Johannesburg as a replace- 


sj-V-V t 
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i HOCKEY 


Kerly back 
to haunt 
his former 
colleagues 


Doncaster 

prepare 

fortesting 

period 


By Sydney Friskin 


By Cathy Harris 


Chanderpaul: gritty 


mem for the injured Dinanath 
Ramnarine at 720 yesterday 
mo mine, somewhat less than 
fresh after an overnight flight 
from Bombay, where he he had 

been touring with the A team. 

By winning the toss, Brian 
Lara was able to elect to bat 
first allowing Lewis time to 
rest There is nothing restful, 
however, in an opening part¬ 
nership between Clayton Lam¬ 
bert and Philo Wallace. With¬ 
in eight overs and after a flur¬ 
ry of drives and pulls, both 
batsmen had been dismissed 
by Bollock. Lambert aimed a 
cavalier swipe and edged 
behind; Wallace lost his off 
stump prodding forward. 


Lara, the West Indies ca p tain, is comprehensively bowled by Pollock after winning the toss and electing to bat 

a briefly suggested the drive to the offside boundary. Dmfltavlir Iswm lnrf 

ion would be marked by A square-driven four off Allan DlUlllvllV lUVC lUiSl 

nings of majesty. Before Donald took, him to his •/ 

d time to settle, however, sixteenth Test half-century in • 

K bowled by fWkx± off 124 balls. _ . . HI JvCflXlSll lOWIlS 


SCOREBOARD FROM THE WANDERERS 


WESTffttHES: Fist Innings 
C B Lambatt c Boucher b Pollock. __ 8 

PA Wallace bPolock.16 

-BCLarabPWOCk.. 11 

S Chandspaui tow b ftjnafcf. 74 

C L Hooper c CuBnan b Donald.44 

SCWBsmscCronlebTertinigge.. 35 

tfl D Jacobs c Crone b Katts_14 

NAM McLean not out.—.23 

R N Lewis not out-..-.11 

Extras (to 6, w2, nb 5). 13 

Total (7 wltts)_249 

C E L Ambrose and C A Walsh to baL 


FALL OF WICKETS: 1-17, 2-24. 341. 
4-132.5-177,6-198, 7-236. 


BOWING: Donald 20-3832; PoSock 
20-4-51-3, Kalis 13037-1: Tataugga 
13332-1; Crarte 1-030: Synxaw 
184-37-0. 


SOUTH AFRICA: G Kisten. A M Bactv 
er. J H Kalis. D J CUBnan, *W J Cronfa. J 
N Rhodes. SM Potock, tMV Boucher. P 
L Symcooc. A A Donald. D J Tertorugge. 


L Symcooc. A A Donald. D J Tertarugg 

Umpires: CJMtcrtey (South Africa) 
and D R Shepherd (England). 


Lara briefly suggested the 
occasion would be marked by 
an innings of majesty. Before 
he had time to settle, however, 
he was bowled by foflock off 
an inside edge, tentatively 
pushing forward. 

Had Pollock, who boasted 
figures of three for 14 at this 
stage, soon afterwards been 
able to take a difficult caughf- 
and-bowted chance off Carl 
Hooper before he had scored, 
there is every chance that West 
Indies’ batting would have 
capitulated. 

The chance went to ground 
and. in the next 31 overs. Hoop¬ 
er, batting for most of the time 
with a runner after damaging 
a groin when he slipped 
playing forward defensively to 
Kallis. and Chanderpaul 
added 91 runs. 

The secret to Chanderpaul *5 
success is a simple one. He is 
West Indies' most adhesive 
batsman and plays strictly 
within his limitations. When 
the ball was drifting marginal¬ 
ly down the fog side, be would 
step across and help it on its 
way to fine leg. When the bowl¬ 
ers overpitched, he opted to 


drive to the offside boundary. 
A square-driven four off Allan 
Donald took him to his 
sixteenth Test half-century in 
124 balls. 

By that stage, though. Hoop¬ 
er had departed, well caught 
at slip by Cullinan off Donald, 
and Chanderpaul went into 
his shell His next 86 balls 
brought him oily 24 runs 
before, playing back, he was 
leg-before to Donald. 

Hooper's willingness to take 
on Donald was entertainment 
in itself and, four times in two 
overs, he dispatched him to 
the boundary. A lazy stroke, 
though, cost him his wicket. 

Stuart Williams, originally 
chosen in the West Indies 
squad as the third opener, bat¬ 
ted resourcefully in scoring 35 
at No 6 before becoming Dav¬ 
id Terbrugge's first Test vic¬ 
tim, and the new ball account¬ 
ed for Ridley Jacobs, caught at 
mid-wicket pulling at Kallis, 
but not before he and Nixon 
McLean had added 37. Lems 
kept McLean company to the 
dose as West Indies, who most¬ 
ly underperformed, began to 
struggle free. 


THE Band of Brothers, the 
wandering dub that has had 
a considerable influence over 
decision-making within Kent 
cricket has been dtcd by a 
long-serving former player as 
responsible for the dismissal 
of Steve Marsh from the cap¬ 
taincy last month (Jvo Ten¬ 
nant writes). Bob Wilson has 
resigned from the ended com¬ 
mittee in protest. 

The Band of Brothers was 
revived by Lord Harris in 
1880 as a nursery of the coun¬ 
ty’s amateur cricket. It elects 
prominent Men of Kent and 
Kentish Men on a social as 
well as a cricketing basis and 
is regarded with suspidon by 
some of the players. 

The Kent cricket committee 
includes prominent players 
such as Derek Underwood, 
who was abroad when the 
decision to dismiss Marsh 
was taken, and Mike Deft¬ 


ness, who is thought to have 
had his reservations over it 
The appointment of Matthew 
Fleming as captain for 1999 
was made by the general com¬ 
mittee after consultations 
with the cricket committee, 
chaired by Derek Ufton. 

Wilson, who played for 
Kent in the 1950s and 1960s. 
did not attend the meeting of 
the cricket committee on 
account of being Marsh's 
father-in-law. He has re¬ 
signed. criticising what he per¬ 
ceived to be outside pressure. 

David Kemp, the Chairman 
of Kent, said: “To suggest the 
Band of Brothers is behind 
this change and that there is a 
split is ludicxousLSteve has 
said he would be happy to 
play under Matthew Fleming. 
It is rare for county captains 
to serve for more than three 
years now. The job seems to 
be more pressurised.” 


■SEAN KERLY reflected yester¬ 
day on the period when he was 
a key figure in Southgate's suc¬ 
cesses. Flesh from his Olym¬ 
pic gold-medal triumph in 
Seoul in 1988, the high-scoring 
centre forward helped South- 
gate to win the National 
League title in their inaugural 
year. Earlier, with his assist¬ 
ance. they wot 1 the National 
Club Championship, now 
known as the EHA Cup, five 
times between 1982 and 1958. 

Now. as manager of Canter¬ 
bury, Kerly takes his unbeaten 
team and league leaders to his 
old dub on Sunday for a key 
match in the National League 
premier division. “This is an 
important game and, if we 
win. it will put a lot of space 
between ourselves and the 
other teams in the top four.” 
he said. 

Southgate, who are second 
and were beaten 2-0 by Can¬ 
nock last week, know that they 
must not concede possession 
easily through sloppy passing 
against a team that is strong in 
firepower. In seven matches, 
Canterbury have scored 32 
goals compared with 20 by 
Southgate. Each side has con¬ 
ceded 13. 

Cannock, the title-holders, 
visit East Grinstead. who had 
mixed fortunes in a double- 
header programme last week¬ 
end. A 6-4 victory over Ted- 
dington was followed by a 4-3 
defeat at Boumville. 

Reading, who picked up 
only one point from their two 
matches, are hoping to restore 
their fortunes in a home 
maid) against Old Loughtoni- 
ans, for whom Scott-Smith. a 
Canadian centre forward, is 
the season’s leading scorer 
with 14 goals. 

Guildford are attempting to 
pick up the pieces this week 
after their 9-1 trouncing by 
Teddmgton last Sunday. This 
weekend they are at home to 
Boumville and ian Jennings, 
their player-coach said: “We 
are bade in the war zone. 
Someone has got to pay for 
our embarrassment.” 


IT IS bad enough figh ting ai 
perennial struggle against 
relegation, but Doncaster 
approach their midwinter 
break with tough matches 
against High town, their north-. 
ern rivals, and a rescheduled 
match against Slough, the 
Women’s National League 
premier division champions, 
on Sunday. 

The good news is they are 
not propping up the table. 
Raye Allen, the manager, 
thinks that the Yorkshire 
tp ftp i is playing well. “We're 
given a good account of our¬ 
selves. only to concede goals 
at silly times.'’ she said. 

One point separates Don¬ 
caster from Sutton Coldfield 
at the bottom and the dub has 
no local source of promising 
young players. Allen said: 
“The nearest good hockey 
school is an hour away. We’d 
love to be able to draw on a 
wealth of local talent” 

Claire Ferguson, the cap¬ 
tain and striker, and Karen 
O’NeflL a defender, axe 
respected stalwarts, while. 
Janefle Lowe. - the midfield . 
player, is turning in much- 
improved displays. One 
useful acquisition is Sally 
Wright a Leeds University 
student and England 
Under -21 player. 

Allen confesses that team 
spirit and good old Yorkshire 
grit helps to keep-the side'in 
the top flight The thought of 
challenging the top four is a 
luxury, she says. Tt*5 exciting 
taking on the best but were - 
also under continual pressure 
to maintain our status.” 

Boosted by the sponsorship 
of Apollo Travel, die team can 
at least count on travel 
expenses being met After 
entertaining Hightown. they 
head down flte-Ml to South- 
gate, where they meet Slough. 
The champions are stiffsmart- 
ing after suffering their first 
defeat in 20 months when 
they lost to Ipswich last week. 
“It will be a matter of hard 
work and some luck." ADen 
said. 
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SEVEN NIGHTS FROM JUST £429 


FREE six-day ski-lift pass 
FREE ski and boot rental 
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oday The Times, with the Switzerland Travel Centre, offers readers an unbeatable value 


I ski holiday with a FREE six-day skHtft pass and FREE ski and boot rentaL Meiringen 

Hasiiberg. in the Bernese Oberiand region, Is a picturesque resort visited mainly by Swiss 
skiers. Located in the heart of the HasC valley, the top of the ski area rs 2,433m. The resort offers 
60km of groomed pistes with a variety of runs for all standards of skiers, an excellent cable car and 
lift-system, including a new fast gondola which opens this winter, extensive snowmaking facilities 


and a good selection of bars and restaurants. 


SM FACTS NumberofdownhflJsruns 25. Beginners33%; intermediateSS%; advanced 12%. 
RESORT ACnviraES Ski and snowboard schools, cross country (35km), winterwaleng trais (35km), 
icaskating, plus indoor Mrimming pod and fitness centre which Times readers wfl have a free pass for. 
ACCOMMODATION You wM spend seven rights at the cenDalHocatedlburgtarPar K ho W du 
Sauvage on a ha&boaid basis. This grand hotel, originafly dating tram 1880, is sat in its own grounds 
against a beautiful mountain backdrop. Recently refurbished, it & a Inandlyestablshmed with various 


welcoming public areas tor guests, and a pby area for children. It offers 


extensive buffet breakfast and four-course dinner every evening. 








Parkhotel du Sauvage: this cent/afly-tocated four-star hotel originally dates from 1880 


PRICES INCLUDE 


• Return scheduled Crossair flights from London Heathrow 
or London City Airport to Basel or return scheduled Swissair 
flights from London Heathrow to Zurich* • Return rail 
transfer from Basel or Zurich to Meiringen (approx three 
hours) • Seven nights half-board at the Parkhotel du Sauvage 

• FREE six-day skWift pass • FREE ski and boot rental 

• Welcome drink • Farewell party • UK departure taxes 

• Supplement from£27 per person for Zurich flights 




££!****« 
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SNOOKER 

Harold 
continues 
to rack 
up points 

By Prm Yvns 

REFRtSHUO after a muTith- 
lony honeymoon at ihe World 
Cup m France. Dave Harold 
has been ihe most consistent 
player foi> season. His haul of 
world-ranking pojnr> coniin- 

ued in build juMcrdav v .hen 
lie defeated Feryal O'Brien ft-i 
in ihe quarter-final*. of foe 
Liverpool \‘ietoria L'niled 
Kingdom championship at 
Btjumemouih. 

. Harold, a Stoke City season- 
ticket holder, has been unable 
to participate in hts teams pro¬ 
motion drive lately as he has 
reached the la Her stayes of 
three consecutive events. He 
also reached the semi-finals of 
the CIrand Pri\ and was 
runner-up to David Gray in 
the Benson and Hedues cham¬ 
pionship. 

In overcoming O'Brien, a 
stubborn Dubliner who elimi¬ 
nated Ken Doherty unexpect¬ 
edly in the last lei. Harold 
compiled breaks of 04. 53. 72 

and u7 but more crucially. Angelopoulos, pictured celebrat 
snatched three frames on the 
black, one after requiring a w w y 

^Harold won the 1993 Asian \\f f\tT1 
Open in Bangkok as a 500-1 T ▼ \/Xl. J.M 

outsider and figured in the 
Skoda Grand Prix final the fol¬ 
lowing year, but his career f ■ ^ hose who still be- O, 

was in decline until he I lieve that this is a _ 

employed Mike Smith, a long- I man's world could 
time friend and competent JL ' not have been listen- 

player himself, as his coach. ing attentively in Huntingdon 

“When you do everything on where 220 leaders of sport yes- A r 

your own. this can be a lonely terday continued the Central East 
game,” Harold said. “Mike Council of Physical Recrea- smoo 
and myself have tinkered lion (CCPR) conference on lands 
around with a few technical "Britain: A Player on the estim 
things, but he's more valuable World Stage?" tion t 

to me as a confidant." The question is rhetorical, he pt 

Harold will meet Matthew the decline of British influ- Britai 
Couch or Matthew Stevens in ence obvious. We gave away worn: 
the semi-finals, while John Ihe ball, and straggle to get it benef 
Higgins seems destined to back; we lost administrative Harvj 
play Paul Hunter, who led Ste- control, and are left begging comb! 
ve Davis 7-1 at the end of a star- for a turn to stage global helpii 
tlingly one-sided session in events. And within a single shipp: 
which the six-times world session at Huntingdon, as Bar 
champion performed poorly. Gianna AngeJopoulos fol- about 
Hunter, who recovered lowed Tony Banks onto the that I 
from a 2*0 deficit to trounce rostrum, the contrast in style 20061 
Jimmy White 9-2 in the third and substance was beguiling, ing to 
round, again showed no Banks, Minister for Sport to the 
respect for the reputation of was full of enthusiasm, his Weml 
Davis. The Yorkshireman. 20, words tumbling out Then wann; 
constructed breaks of 46.52,45 came Angelopoulos. a special wmne 
and 61 and cleared yellow to ambassador for Greece, a confer 
pink in the third frame after study in sophistication, the full flc 
Davis unforgivably missed an woman who won the 2004 mernb 
elementary blue. Olympic Gaines for Athens. domin 



Angelopoulos, pictured celebrating winning the 2004 Olympic Games for Athens, was typically persuasive when taking to the rostrum yesterday 

Woman’s touch wins the day 


T hose who still be¬ 
lieve that this is a 
man's world could 
not have been listen¬ 
ing attentively in Huntingdon 
where 220 leaders of sport yes¬ 
terday continued the Central 
Council of Physical Recrea¬ 
tion fCCPR) conference on 
"Britain: A Player on the 
World Stager 
The question is rhetorical, 
the decline of British influ¬ 
ence obvious. We gave away 
Ihe ball, and straggle to get it 
back; we lost administrative 
control, and are left begging 
for a turn to stage global 
events. And within a single 
session at Huntingdon, as 
Gianna AngeJopoulos fol¬ 
lowed Tony Banks onto the 
rostrum, the contrast in style 
and substance was beguiling. 

Banks, Minister for Sport 
was full of enthusiasm, his 
words tumbling out Then 
came Angelopoulos. a special 
ambassador for Greece, a 
study in sophistication, the 
woman who won the 2004 
Olympic Gaines for Athens. 


Rob Hughes reports on the contrast provided by two 
lofty individuals with similarly ambitious goals 


A rough diamond from the 
East End of London, a 
smooth lady from the Greek is¬ 
lands. A man not to be under¬ 
estimated in his determina¬ 
tion or his willingness to, as 
he put it. “kick arse" to get 
Britain into sporting shape; a 
woman who speaks with the 
benefit of legal training and 
Harvard grooming, and who 
combines motherhood with 
helping to run her husband^ 
shipping company. 

Banks makes no bones 
about ft. He is willing to bet 
that England wfli stage the 
2006 World Cup and is work¬ 
ing to bring the 2012 Olympics 
to the same, as yet not rebuilt, 
Wembley Stadium. He is a 
wannabe. Angelopoulos is a 
winner. As she entered the 
conference hall Banks was in 
full flow, hectoring the CCPR 
membership for being pre¬ 
dominantly white and male. 


“I’m not prepared to toler¬ 
ate the terrible imbalance, the 
waste of resources of ethnic 
minorities and women." he 
said, “things will change at 
the highest levels quicker 
than you can imagine." 

Banks begins to interview 
candidates for the chair of the 
English Sports Council next 
Tuesday. The smart money is 
on a woman. He has been giv¬ 
en approval to form a "sports 
Cabinet” to harness across the 
board political will behind a 
one-nation sporting approach. 

Banks spoke of dining this 
week with Juan Antonio 
Samaranch, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOQ 
president and meeting Julio 
Grondona. a Fifa vice-presi¬ 
dent. Samaranch apparently 
encouraged the thought that 
the Olympics need Britain 
and that 2012 might be a 
favourable time to stage them 


in London, and Grondona is 
among 24 men who will de¬ 
cide the destination of the 
2006 World Cup. Effectively. 
Banks said: “I'm pitching for 
Britain, get behind me and 
everything is possible." 

Angelopoulos was persua¬ 
sive. A year ago she visited 27 
countries to seek votes for Ath¬ 
ens. “Our bid for the cente¬ 
nary Games was devastated 
because it was based too 
much on emotion and herit¬ 
age,” she said. “We never 
proved that Athens was ready. 
But there was no resting on 
our laurels, we bid again with 
a four-part strategy." 

This strategy included tack¬ 
ling the problems of infra¬ 
structure: cultivating support 
within and outside Athens; 
leadership and teamwork; 
and a disciplined focus to the 
goal of winning the Games 
for Greece. 


One month before the vote 
in Lausanne, the Internation¬ 
al Amateur Athletic Federa¬ 
tion (IAAF) staged its world 
athletics championships in 
Athens. “That distinguished 
and charming IAAF president 
[Primo Nebiolo] came." 
Angelopoulos said. “People 
were trying to provoke us, hop¬ 
ing we would react to criti¬ 
cism in unsportsmanlike 
ways. They aimed their criti¬ 
cism at our pride to see what 
meant more to us — our ego 
or our aims. We tormented 
them with our good humour, 
our smile, our silence." 

The message is that the IOC 
responds to discretion. “You 
in the UK understand better 
than anyone else the value of 
combining traditional with 
modern achievement,” An- 
gdopoulos said. “I know, be¬ 
cause I choose to live in Lon¬ 
don." Indeed, one other thing 
that Angelopoulos has that 
Banks would cherish is a 
home off the King’s Road, a 
stone’s throw from his belov¬ 
ed Stamford Bridge. 


BOWLS 

Bryant can 
hold his 
head high 
in defeat 

By David Rhys Jones 

DAVID BRYANT met his 
match in the UK indoor 
singles championship yester¬ 
day. beaten in straight sets by 
Paul Foster, who is 42 years 
his junior. 

Bryant. 67, had been tempt¬ 
ed out of hibernation by the 
British Isles Indoor Bowling 
Council, who issued a wild- 
I card invitation to the man who 
won 26 English and 13 world 
' titles in a career that spanned 
six decades. 

"It was an offer 1 could not 
refuse.” Bryant said yesterday. 
"I feel Pm bowling as well as I 
was ten years ago, and it was 
good to be back playing ai 
international level." 

He certainly set about his 
task with relish. Bryant defied 
the odds ty reaching the semi¬ 
finals. with excellent victories 
over Sandy Syrne, the Scottish 
champion, and Jeremy Henry, 
the British champion. 

The semi-final yesterday, in 
which the elder statesman of 
the game challenged the youth¬ 
ful world champion, captured 
the imagination of everyone, 
and although the 7-4. 7-4. 7-6 
scoreline suggests that it was 
one-way traffic, it was truly a 1 
march to remember. 

Straight sets, maybe, but , 

fully two hours had eiapsed by 
the time Bryant held out his 
hand to congratulate the win¬ 
ner, and 24 engrossing ends 
had been played. i 

Bryant took a four-shot lead 
in the first set, but Foster 
caught him with a full house, i 
before winning the set with a 
double and a single. 

The young Scot led 5-4 after 
nine ends in the second set. 
then broke the sequence of 
singles with a double on the 
tenth end 

u i thought 1 should have 
won the third set," Bryant said 
afterwards. “I missed a great 
chance to draw the winning 
shot on the penultimate end, 
and was a bit unlucky to hit 
the jack without trailing ft on 
the very last end, when the 
scores were level at 6-6." 

David Corkill, another old 
favourite, surprised Mervyn 
King, who was playing in his 
home county of Norfolk, in the 
other semi-final, inflicting a 
7-0.7-4,7-5 defeat on the world , 
No 3. 
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Olympic 
oarsmen 
turn up 
the heat 


■ ROWING: Britain's leading 
Olympic oarsmen travel 10 
the Gold Coast. Australia, 
today for a warm-weather 
training camp as part of their 
preparation for the Sydney 
Olympics. Tomorrow, they 
will be the guests of honour 
at the opening of the Hina; 
Dam that will be the 
preOlympic base for the 
Great Britain team in 2000. 
The group indudes only three 
of Britain’s world champion 
four, as Tim Foster is still 
suffering from a back injury. 
Fred Scarlett, who substituted 
for Foster in the fours head, 
will be present. 

■ golf: Tiger Woods is two 
shots off the lead after the 
first round of the Casio 
World Open in Japan. The 
American shot four birdies in 
his three-under-par 69 to trail 
Naomichi OzakL of Japan, 
the leader, who had a 67. 
Woods hooked his first shot 
of the round into the the 
gallery and Ihe ball bounced 
off a tree into the face of a 
spectator, who required 
treatment for a nosebleed. 

■ SWING: Alberto Tomba, 
one of Italy's greatest postwar 
sporting heroes, is to go on 
trial for tax fraud. Leonardo 
Grassi, the investigating 
magistrate, said that the trial 
would begin on March 29, 
2000. Tomba is accused of 
failing to enter some 23 
billion lire (14 million dollars) 
on his tax returns from 1990 
to 1996. He faces up to five 
years in jail if convicted. 

■ BASKETBALL: The NBA 
has announced that there 
will be no bargaining session 
with the players tomorrow 
and that none is scheduled 
for the immediate future, 
erasing optimism that the 
five-month long lockout may 
soon be resolved. The 
cancellation of tomorrow's 
session has taken the sides 
one step closer to the possible 
cancellation of the entire 
NBA season and came one 
day after the league 
announced that a televised 
double-header scheduled for 
Christinas Day had been 
scratched. 


NETBALL 


ICE SKATING 


Late rally offers 
hope for future 


By Cathy Harris 


Judges applaud 
rule changes 

From Angela Court in zagreb 


THE England 2000 squad 
could wrap up the rhree-match 
series against South Africa 
Under-21 when they meet at 
Crystal Palace tomorrow after 
Karen Greig. the England 
goal shooter, scored three 
times in the final two minutes 
to steer the home side to an 
Mating 44-41 victory in Ihe 
first international match at 
Gateshead on Wednesday 
night- 

praised by Rachel Folley. 
the coach, for “making the 
right decisions when it 
mattered” as South Africa 
fought back in the third 
quarter. England's victory 
against the touring team is the 
first for the newly formed 
squad of under-21 players, 
who are preparing for the 
World Youth Cup in two 
years’ time. 

Sonia Mkoloma. the goal¬ 
keeper. who attended senior 
England trials last weekend. 


basketball 

EUROPEAN CHAMPtONSHB^SeiiiMWlI 
round: Group Cs EngWM & CWnart. 70 
(OI MUiOna Indoc# Anenal 

BOWLS __ 

HE®® SC* 


marked the dangerous Rusky 
Mtheihwa — although the 
South African still managed to 
convert 34 of her 41 attempts 
on goal for the Springboks. 
Lisa Femeyhough, playing 
alongside Mkoloma in 
defence, is another player who 
has been watched closely by 
the senior selectors. 

Greig was the leading goal- 
scorer for England with 27 
and Jess Garland, daughter of 
Chris, the former Chelsea and 
Bristol City footballer, scored 
17 for an impressive shooting 
percentage of S5 to sustain the 
En gl and'challen ge - 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL QUARTER 
SCORES (England list] 16-7. 24-20. 
33-32. 44-41 

ENGLAND 2000: K Grata (Greaisf 
Mancnesefj. L Femeyhcwgn iGffalet 
Manchesiefl. L Crolla (wealer Man¬ 
chester). L Moore (Cwham). J Garland 
(Avon). H Lincoln (NofloO-). C Eawtau 
(EsSSa Metropolitan). L Hudson [Es&w 
Metropolitan). A NewellIjLancMhM. V 
Percy (TynemOuWl. S Mkokxna (Mid- 
rtes&O 


THE judging of ice dance, 
recently described by an insid¬ 
er as being previously “a bit 
like art with every judge know¬ 
ing what they liked, but not 
having any clear guidelines on 
how to mark ir, seems to be 
making advances here this 
week ai the world junior figure 
skating championships. 

Allowing for the fact that 
people are bound to take time 
to adapt, the introduction of 
new rules to this discipline has 
been generally well received 
by the judges, who are claim¬ 
ing that the changes have sim¬ 
plified their lask. 

They say the requirements 
are now far easier to define, 
the deductions are laid down 
in black and white, and that it 
is much more desirable that 
the marks awarded are no 
longer so heavily weighted by 
personal taste. 

Yesterday, the ice dance 
competition reached its second 


FOR THE RECORD 


RYMAN LEAGUE: VandanSl Troptar: Sec¬ 
ond ro und: Tnrul 0 E|*om und Ewei £ 


fri 9 a,n 


t#* 


Henry 7-5 7-3. r rosier wwi Ml'"-r: 
n^|7-3. 7-5 SamNUwlKDCortglSWM M 
Kiru (Enfl) 7-0. 7-4.7-5. Rosier H Bryani 7-4. 
7-J.7-6 

_ CRICKET _ 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD: Rfsl <t&V of 

AjjyraM Hobart Queensland ^ 
ion 4-55). Tasmania 20-1 
:u 246-1 I'M T G Ebon '44 no! our. J L Arrv 
bef'jer MJ) i South Ausu ate 

FOOTBALL _ 

Wednesday's late results 

EUROPEAN CUP CHAMPIONS - LEAGUE 

Swic B4CO01 Group C: 
o SK Sot 0. 
d£l Group O: 

^3.Beffea2Ka^aiiiom1 . 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE; ThW dMston: CUn.- 
wnon 0 Mcrtroo? 2 

FA UMBRO TROPHY: Second row* «- 
day: GaritortJ i Faffloarough z 
IUHBOND l£AGU& Unfflttv IW dW*}® 11 

Fjrsfcv 0*te > 

ion .3 


SdislxuvZliairteyZ Rrsi round, flrttiev 

Ffl* t pflEWER ,, ACAD£MY LEAGUE: IM- 
Uer-19: Blackburn 4 Botron 1 

ATOn'iNSURANCE COMSrWATION: Rnsl 

Shriston: canbidge 1 o 

Tononhain O. Laron 2 Ipsinsrna <>ioroo 
Orel* PaiacpP WinttoW.'Owbea 1 Wv- 
UWM 0 Monvier'Z ___ 

PO WON'S LEAGUE: R 1 ***"? 

Bumtev 2 west Prom";* £j»cond*£ 

slon: Huddersfield 3 yockpwi 0 Leog* 
Cup. Group one: Oartn.Tipn 4 *■***»- 
i Scaitoeugr a Hinkjcoat 4. 
Group tvnx fwne£ i am j? Vort ' d Group 

SOUTHERN JUMOR R^X3DIJT CW*: 
FTrsl round: p.^srrxjuih jBowmen™ocnt>- 
COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier AvteioK SanctiurO 4 

NOirrHEHN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE; 

jS Cup:^ThW^round: ^Haiwn^2^Os 

Si«OTT ' INSURANCE NORTHERN 
£bSgU 6CUP: Wlrd round: tfMngtan 0 Br*- 

2S|0TT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE 
SSfdfoLion:sriWon 2 B*n0lwmTown-} 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE: 
£«2!erci Wston: Faettrd 2 Wmondribufy 0. 

LEAGUE 

MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
Premier dMeloK 0MEhe 

iSRTHWffireRN TRAINSLEAGUE: 
Flood#* Trophy: Brat round, second leg: 

assB’Wfflr ~ - 

aUjru RiihUai* & umavot* 1 


THE TINES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
rant Burgos. HP TnOMUwaJI 7. Ejteter 0 
Nous County z: Hus 5 Rochdale 4. Second 
round replays: EnMd 0 GHingham 3. Read- 

ng 2 Hindi*?* I 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Thlrdround 
draw: Buv * Newcastle umed. 'WeAna L*«- 
edorBamei v Hartlepool U««t MancJwsw* 
Umed v Evcnon. Manchestet CsyvSwHield 
Wednesday, Derby County v Chafflon Attifca- 
r. Huddershetd Town v Brad on) C*y. wa- 
lad v Beshop E. Swnlord or Romtard. Lincoln 
Civ or Scunthorpe Uneed v Portsmouth. 
Oueeni Park Rangers v Btrrmnghum Ohr. 
Sajthampion tr Liverpool. Grtnubv Town vAi- 
eenal. NantwruWXiTown or Stevenaga Bor- 
ouqh v Chetsw. Tottenham Hacpu v Walsall 
Ptymculh Argvfc:. Crow Afeatndra v South¬ 
ern Limed or acnitorflor WycotrteVttendaf- 
en Crystal PaW» <r Turuntm;. Part Vhts v 
Ptois C<x*»y. Srocipon County v Wasi Ham 
UMOd. GAngham v Leeeom Cny: Bolrti 
Wanderers v Bamsliv. aoiu Cey “ Oidh^n 
AlHetK v York City. i*a«esbir*Jtin w MtoMl- 
hampfon wareierwn. Nonwch City v BtocK- 
bwm Fkmers. Sheffceld Unfled v l^vtori Onent 
CXKrtt Uread v Wimbledon; &ig(hlon and 
htw Ataon v Couertry Ctfy Pi estqn N crth 
End i poiertxxouph Listed. Cambridge UTO- 
ad v Ipswich Town. West Bromwlrfitoron v 
NomnghamForog. Aston Wfav HjN C*y . jM- 
wall v Reading; Smaortwa « BreioJ C*y. 
SwrttanvLeedeLinOBd 
O Ties to be pUy*>d by January 9 
UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: Orel 
dMton; EaslboumoTowit2ftngmer T 
WELSH CUP: Yhbd round w gMyc BP 
LiaxJaiCY 3 BniEh AetospoceP: ChqBiow t 
Carnation 5. RW 1 Rrtyl 1 (FW win M on 
pensi. 

WOMENS UM3ER-1B BIROPEN CHAM¬ 
PIONS HIP: Qua Buying group nc Engiana 
5 Irtiand 0 lai Tellcro Wfft 


BRISBANE AutarMian PJjwbto ctaraptofr 


stage, the origina] dance, 
which this season is set to the 
waltz rhythm. 

Several of foe performances 
were excellent Jamie Silver- 
stein and Justin Fekarek, from 
the United States, won the sec¬ 
tion and are in the lead going 
into the free dance tonight 
Ftderica Faiella and Luciano 
Milo, from Italy, and Natalia 
Roman in ta and Danil Barant¬ 
sev from Russia, are second 
and third respectively. 

This result is a complete 
turnaround from the compul¬ 
sory dance section on Tues¬ 
day. and it is good to see some 
movement, finally, through¬ 
out an ice dance event Sharon 
Hill and Andrew Hallam. 
from Great Britain, skated 
well but the high standard, 
coupled with the International 
Skating Union (ISU) having 
raised the age for junior male 
ice dancers to 21. Has left them 
languishing in 17th place. 


ae. A Pampimg. M Lang (NCI 68: C Pawn 


HoweUGB) 

tBUSUKL Japan: Casio World Opun: 
Laodbig first-round acoros {Japan tries 
staled) 67: N Ce*L 6K H TnnaKa. M Osa- 
na. F SorCowski (US) « B Wane ft®. T 
tzarra. N Ytiiaia. Y KaneKo, Kan Jong DuK 
(Shoi).T Woods (US) T(fcMO:ata. BJoba 
(US). T HatnUon (US). V Imano. Yeh Cnang- 
tmg (Tawan). T Fifiacawa. H G o t ta 

_ IC£ HOCKEY _ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL)' Bufialo 4 Now 
Yoriv Rangets 2. Caotina 3 San Jose O 
Washington 5 PlBstiurgb 4. DeirollSAnahe- 
■nZ. Honda 0 Booon T. New Yorti blandera 
4 Pr*KVdpOJa S- Toronto 5 Vancouver 1 
Nasnvte 4 Cnlgaiy 3. Oalas 2 New Jersey S. 
Edmonton 3 Colorado a 

_ NETBALL _ 

WOMEN'S UNDER-SI INTER NATIONAL 
MATCH (at Gateshead) En^and 44 South 
AMCA41. 

_ SNOOKER _ 

BOURNEMOUTH Uwtpod Victoria Un& 


Get SkyDiffltai and be 

' installed free 

‘ for Christmas 


Subscribe to SkyDigitai today from as little as £6.99 per month 
and get FREE standard digital installation worth £99,99*! 

SkyDigitai has the widest choice of quality channels and the 
SkyGuide, the simple interactive on-screen listings guide, gives 
you complete control of what you watch. SkyDigitai offers: 

• 5 sports channels • Movie entertainment - 

• 10 documentary channels up to 5 movies every hour, 

• 44 audio music channels that's up to 25 movies a night 
to suit every taste 

Digital satellite is ready to carry interactive services from next 
year, like e-mail, home shopping and banking. 

Don't wait... 

• Call now so you can be watching SkyDigitai this Christmas*" 

• You can watch SkyDigitai on your existing television 

• Only SkyDigitai covers the whole of the UK, providing crystal 
clear pictures and digital quality sound 

Call NOW to subscribe to SkyDigitai 
or for a FREE video information pack 


08702 42 42 42 

quoting ME 19 ---- 

or visit your SkyDigitai retailer 


Ooucti (Eng) bade M Serens (Wateq 5-3; P 
HunW (Eng) leads S Davts {E»W 7-1 

TENNIS ~~ 

HANOVER. Germany: AT? Tow world 
championship: Rad groups Y Kafemfcov 
lRua>) bt K Kucara (Swota) 6-7. 6-3. 6-2 
White group: T Henman (66) bi A Conap 
(Sp)7-f 6-76-2. G RusotfeM (QBlbtACtfV- 
U (§)) 7-6.6-1. 


www.skydigital.eo.uk 
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; 5i Champions’ League: Ferguson awaits critical fixture while A r senal reflect on ill starred campa~gq 

i United regret overindu lgence resort 

to panic buys 
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United regret overindulgence 


By Oliver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

GUILT, perhaps, is too strong 
a word Tor it, but something 
akin to regret descended on 
Barcelona and Manchester 
United yesterday, like indiges¬ 
tion gripping a glutton. The 
fantasy was wonderful, intoxi¬ 
cating stuff while it lasted in 
the Nou Camp stadium on 
Wednesday night, but yester¬ 
day both teams were faring 
the reality that a 3-3 draw was 
not the result that either of 
them wanted 

It was worse for Barcelona, 
of course, whose chances of 
qualifying for the quarter¬ 
finals had been finally snuffed 
out “A centenary without 
Europe," the mournful head¬ 
line in El Periodica said. The 
chib’s 100th birthday celebra¬ 
tions will not seem the same 
without the chance to gild 
them with the European Cup. 


GROUP D 


P W D L F A Pts 

Bayern Mjrach. 5 3 1 1 8 5 10 

ManULd.5 2 3 0 19 10 9 

Barcelona. ... 513299 5 

Brondby.5 1 0 4 4 16 3 


United’s reaction was more 
equivocal- There was bound to 
be pleasure in a performance 
that was among their most 
thrilling in European competi¬ 
tion and so nearly turned into 
their best away victory for 
three decades. They were 
vibrant skilful and flowing 
and their forwards, Dwight 
Yorke and Andy Cole, tore the 
Barcelona defence to shreds. 

Nor should it be forgotten 
that they have already outlast¬ 
ed Barcelona in the toughest of 
all the groups in the Champi¬ 
ons’ League, that they have 
defied the doubters who said 
that they would be exposed by 
the might of the Spanish 
giants. They have proved that 
they can mix it with the elite of 
Europe. 

However, their inability to 
protect a lead has cost them 
dearly already this season and 
the same weakness afflicted 
them twice more on Wednes¬ 
day night, when other teams 
might have stifled the match 
and the magnificence of 
Rivaldo. Barcelona's Brazil 
midfield player, and secured 
the result 

If it seems graceless and 



By Matt Dickinson 


Yorke, who was in magnificent form, celebrates after scoring his second goal, with a header, against Barcelona. Photograph: Marc Aspland 


parsimonious to criticise Unit- 
ed for any part of their display, 
the fact remains that for all 
the unparalleled entertain¬ 
ment they have offered in 
Europe this season, every¬ 
thing rests on their sixth and 
last group match, against Bay- 
era Munich on December 9. 

If United win. they will go 
through to the last eight If 
they lose, they will not If they 
draw, it should just be enough 
to secure the second of the two 
best runners-up places. 

The first is likely to be 
daimed by either Real Madrid 
or Intemazionale, of group C. 
but there is also a danger that 
Galalasaray and Rosenborg, 
from group B. might both out¬ 
do Alex Ferguson’s side. If 
Juventus beat the Turks in 
Istanbul next Wednesday, a 
point against Bayern Munich 
will almost certainly see 
United through. 


It is still impossible to quell 
a feeling of unease about the 
game against the Germans, 
though. Memories of United’s 
failure to overtake Borussia 
Dortmund in die semi-final 
second leg two years ago are 
still raw and painful. Only a 
one-goal victory was needed to 
beat AS Monaco at Old Traf- 
ford in the quarter-finals last 
season, but United could not 
achieve it Then there is the 
small matter of the hold that 
German teams seem to have 
over English teams. 

“We do believe we can beat 
Bayern,” Jaap Siam, the Unit¬ 
ed defender, said. “But the Ger¬ 
man teams are always tough 
because they come back at 
you. Sometimes you play them 
and you think you are win¬ 
ning in the game, but then 
they come back at you. They 
are very strong that way. 

“We have seen it before with 


their national team in Europe¬ 
an championships and World 
Cups where h did not look like 
the Germans would make iL 
Sometimes you think they are 
not going to do well, but they 
nearly always seem to get 
there in the end. 

“Because of all that this 



Ferguson: light-hearted 


match will require 100 per cent 
concentration from us. A draw 
may be enough but I am not 
sure how the other groups are. 
It would be better for us to win 
and come first in the group 
rather than have to think 
about other teams and hope 
they might do us a favour. We 
have got to win to make sure.” 

It would be a surprise if Fer¬ 
guson repeats his bold experi¬ 
ment of playing Wes Brown 
instead of Phil Neville at right 
back. For all Brown's attack¬ 
ing flair, he was caught out of 
position too often and found it 
hard to cope with the running 
and skills of Zenden. Fergu¬ 
son’s willingness to attack 
Barcelona must be admired, 
but it is hard to escape the feel¬ 
ing that with the younger Nev¬ 
ille in the side, resistance to the 
Catalan fightback might have 
been stifier. 

Terry Venables, the former 


Barcelona manager, mused 
afterwards that Rivaldo might 
have found less space if David 
Beckham had not played in 
quite as wide a role, but 
against the Germans, when 
Ryan Giggs may have been 
restored to the side, it is likely 
United will go for their 
opponents' throats again. 

In Yorke and Cole, they 
have two strikers playing at 
the top of their game. Barcelo¬ 
na singularly failed to cope 
with their pace and guile and 
Ottmar Hitzfeld. the Bayern 
coach, will have to make their 
containment his priority. 

For Ferguson, their excel¬ 
lence is merely a cause of mer¬ 
riment “Would you pick Andy 
Cole if you were England man¬ 
ager,” someone asked him 
after the match. “If I was Eng¬ 
land manager.” Ferguson said 
in his broadest Scottish accent 
“they’d be relegated.” 


FOR all the relentless da¬ 
rn our for Aisene Wenger to 
spend his millions by tea- 
time. there is not a whole lot 
wrong with Arsenal that three 
weeks in the Bahamas could 
not put right It was not so 
iong ago, after all that High¬ 
bury's best XI made mugs erf 
Manchester United. 

Dennis Bergkamp could 
rest his tight calf on a sun 
lounger, while Emmanuel Pet¬ 
it. who is likely to be out until 
after Christmas with a stom¬ 
ach strain, could finally reflect 
on his World Cup triumph at 
the bar. 

Tony Adams could ease his 
bade strain under the wann¬ 
ing rays, while Patrick Viei¬ 
ra’s hamstring is eased to fit¬ 
ness in the ocean. Nicolas 
Anelka could do with the time 
to remind himself that texp¬ 
el ass strikers do not always 
have to score top-ciass goals. 
And then there is Man: Over¬ 
mars. for whom a holiday can¬ 
not come soon enough. 

All they need is a break, but 
instead Arsenal’s collection of 
wounded, aged and dejected 
were up at the training 
ground yesterday striving to 
be fit as soon as possible 
Knocked out of the Champi¬ 
ons’ League at a hopdessly 
premature stage by a 1-0 de¬ 
feat to Lens on Wednesday 
night, they can scarcely afford 
to lose ground in the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership, so the pres¬ 
sure is on for the players to re¬ 
turn. And quickly. 

There is little other option 
because the word from High¬ 
bury yesterday was mat 
while the team is creaking 
and groaning tinder the 
strain, the directors are stand¬ 
ing as stubborn as ever. They 
wili not' even in the wake erf 
the disappointment at Wem¬ 
bley. abandon their policy of 
sensible husbandry, however 
many international stars they 
have to reject 

At any other dub. such tight 
economics would almost cer¬ 
tainly have led to a rift be¬ 
tween board and manager, 
but not at Arsenal. Indeed, it 
was Wenger who insisted that 
there was no need for a knee- 


jerk reaction as the dust be¬ 
gan to settle on Ins team's tur¬ 
gid European Cup campaign 
— which still has to take in a 
trip to panathmaikos. “Now 
is a bad time to take deci¬ 
sions," he said. “We need to sit 
down and think.” 

The reaction from Arsenal 
supporters to that news will, 
of course, be one of horror. 
They will have wanted tobear 
that a bid for Alan Shearer 
had been faxed to Newcastle 
before tbe lights went off at 
Wembley on Wednesday 
night. Or that rumours of 
Nwankwo Kami's imminent 
arrival from Inttnuantak 


GROUP E 


PWD L F Ato 

Dynamo Kiev.... 5 2 2 1 8 8 8 

lens.5 2 Z 1 4 3 8 

PanatMinafcos- 5 2 0 3 5 6 6 

Arsenal.5 1 2 2 5 7 5 


were based on solid evidence: 
Indeed, they will have been 
desperate for . any upbeat 
news at ail. 

Even some of the Arsenal 
players appear to be calling: 
for back-up. with Martin Ke- 
own confronting the subject 
bead on yesterday. ‘The prob¬ 
lem is that the Arsenal first XI 
picks itself.” he said. “Man¬ 
chester United and Chelsea 
can spin their players around 
and still have good players in 
most positions. It is hard for 
our lads to just come in, step 
up to another level and per¬ 
form better than the players 
they have replaced.” 

Wenger, though, continues 
to frustrate hopes of reinforce¬ 
ments. and those of us who 
have marvelled'at his astute 
management since his unher¬ 
alded arrival from Japan can 
only assume that be knows ex¬ 
actly what he is doing as he 
waits for players be believes 
can match the desire of those 
he already has in the dress¬ 
ing-room. It is the policy of a 
brave man, who believes he 
can soldier through. He will 
not be rushed With his 
record, nor should he be. 


Murray calms the nerves 
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By George Caulkin 

WITHIN minutes of senior British foot¬ 
ball's last remaining unbeaten record 
i coming to an unexpected end last Satur- 
1 day. telephone lines were beginning to 
i hum to the tremulous tones of Worried 
j from Wearside and Frustrated from Ful- 
well. Sunderland lead the Nationwide 
League first division by five points, yet the 
radio was reverberating with the words of 
their nervous supporters. 

If the improbable plot-line awarded to 
the club over the past four seasons — 
near-relegation, promotion, relegation, 
agony in the play-offs — makes in-built 
fatalism a forgivable by-product, the 
main topic of conversation among the 
more vociferous of England's biggest 
crowd after the 3-2 defeat to Barnsley was 
a Jinle more tangible. 

U amounted to money. It is always mon¬ 
ey. On the airwaves and in the local letter 
pages, they ask when Sunderland will 
demonstrate a similar ambition in the 
transfer market as that which conceived 
and constructed the Stadium of light? 
When will Peter Reid's hunger for success 
translate itself into prominent signings? 

Linked with Duncan Ferguson on Mon¬ 
day. they signed Gavin McCann for 
E500.01X) from Evertnn yesterday. Any 
concern at this perceived parsimony is 
swatted away hy Bob Murray, the dub 
chairman. The question is a familiar one: 
he cels it as often as being told by well- 
wishers that Sunderland will definitely go 
up this time. Inquiries about new players 
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Murray: carefully plotting future 

are directed to Reid who. Murray says, 
“runs everything to do with the playing 
side — in totality”. 

Murray is far more disturbed by an 
injury list that he describes as “horren¬ 
dous”. Kevin Phillips, the leading gnal- 
senrer last season, has not played for 
more than two months. Michael Gray, 
the left back, has missed three matches 
and Ice Clark has only just returned to 
the team after breaking a fibia. 

That trio cost less than £3 million: if 
McCann has a similar impact, few will 
complain. Well, actually, they almost cer¬ 
tainly will. “We're a pic and we're very vis¬ 
ual." Murray said. "What we have, we 
have anil what we haven’t, we haven’t. lt\ 
there for everybody to sec. nur wealth and 


wellbeing. We’re a public company. Pfcter 
knows his parameters and he works with¬ 
in them. He knows we won’t let him 
down, so we’ve got to provide him with 
the resources he sees as appropriate.” 

Those requirements would rise substan¬ 
tially should Sunderland ascend to the FA 
Carling Premiership this season. Murray 
admits that “two of the three teams 
coming down consistently doesn't really 
augur well" and. even last year, senior 
players were talking in terms of heavy 
investment Aware of this, the dub will 
increase the capacity of its stadium by a 
further 6.000 should they win promotion, 
climbing to a possible 64,000 if England 
host the 2006 World Cup. 

“It's a three-phase development and 
would form a complete wraparound," 
Murray said. “It would depend on us 
getting to the Premiership, retaining our 
status, the demand being there for more 
scats and the World Cup. Those three 
things would determine the three phases, 
but we would like to extend the ground if 
we go up." 

Yesterday, the club unveiled revised 
plans lor a new football academy. After 
losing to Charlton on penalties in the 
play-off final in May — “it was like a 
bereavement" - there is little excuse for 
complacency. The chairman points to the 
record number of women season-ticket 
holders, to the fact that the Football Task 
Force referred to the dub as “a blueprint”. 
This, he says, “is the new Sunderland”. 
Ihose who remember its older incarna¬ 
tion may require still more convincing. 


Shearer pleased Everton handed 
about Ferguson awkward test 


By Stephen Wood 


By John Good body 
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ALAN SHEARER, of New- 

caxllc United, paw his approv¬ 
al yesterday to the club's £7 
million signing of Duncan 
Ferguson, the forward, from 
Everton. "ft is a fantastic sign¬ 
ing and if we can play togeth¬ 
er. which 1 am sure wc can. 
there should be one or two 
goals," the England captain, 
who hopes to have recovered 
from a hamstring injury in 
time for the visit of Wimble¬ 
don tomorrow, said. “Duncan 
is a big name and I hope we 
can now bring the dub the 
success that it deserves." 

Liverpool expect to com¬ 
plete the signing of Jcart- 
Micftcl Fern today, the first 
acquisition by Gerard t loulii- 
er as sole manager of the dub. 
If the defensive midfield play¬ 
er passes a medical, he will 
leave Istanhukpor. the Turk¬ 
ish dub. for £1.7 million. 


Fcrri. 29. has played for 
France five times and has said 
a transfer In Liverpool would 
be his "dream move”. 

Southampton are expected 
to sign Joey Beauchamp, the 
Oxford United winger, sub¬ 
ject lo a medical. The Nation¬ 
wide League find division 
club need to sell a player to 
stave off Ihc threat of closure. 

Howard Kendall, the 
former manager of Everton. is 
returning lo management 
with Jerez, the Spanish sec¬ 
ond division dub. Kendall 
has already had two success¬ 
ful years in Spain, in charge 
of Athletic Bilbao. 

The transfer of Carlton 
Palmer In Barnsley has col¬ 
lapsed because Darren Bar¬ 
nard. (he Barnsley winger 
who was the other half of the 
swap deal, has failed to agree 
terms with Southampton. 


EVERTON. the holders, were 
drawn away m Manchester 
United yesterday in the ihird 
round nf 77ic Times FA Youth 
Cup. The match will he the tic 
of the round in a competition 
that has Itcen a proving 
ground for players such as 
George Besi. Paul Gascoigne. 
Ryan Giggs anti David Beck¬ 
ham in the past 4? years. 

Gareih Barry. 17. the Aston 
Villa central defender, played 
in the tournament last season 
and has made a considerable 
impact in Ihe FA Carling 
Premiership this season. 

Barry made the draw for the 
third round of the competition, 
which has been restructured 
this season. It now has a simi¬ 
lar format to the FA Cup. with 
the larger dubs only taking 
part from the third round 

The 20 Premiership and 24 
Nationwide league first 
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Honest Henry helps to create nation’s new mood 


I n n ick-. iii.jn ini cn uni 
before hi- fir-i match a- 
cvvach >if \\j|c>. Graham 
Henry, white mu ”ivin«» 
much away apart imni the fact 
fnai he pn^i-v-fs a Jr. -vnse of 
humour. wa> a->!.v*d lonuilinc am 
weaknesses in ihc Soaih Africa 
team. He answered. 

siraislin'orwarJh.-- 

ihai he did not tJiink 
there were any. "I 
ihink thev're very 
lopeiher. The Ix-si 
learn in ihe world.” 
he said, this is 
rc^ealine in rhe 
Sense Thai few. if 
any. coaches would ________ 

care id ad mil That 

They were unable ro deicer any 

flaws in the opposition. To discos- 

er iispecis of vulnerability and so 
project iheir mvn Tactical perspicac¬ 
ity. whether bullish or merely fan¬ 
ciful. socs with the coach’s territ«»- 
ry. Henry, refreshingly, made no 
such claims. 

For their own credibility, cuadi- 


e.s Itvl the need in express a level uf 
wisdom lint given to others. Fur 
1 heir mvn sense of autluiriiv. cimch- 
es nec\l i«i undermine the optx»si- 
lion. JaJsely ur not, aiui in sodding 
hope to raise iheirown good mime. 
In addition, when faced with a 
powerful reputation such as that of 

_ South Africa, to give 

succour and com fun. 
however temj'Hirary 
or imaginary, form’s 
p:tn of the pastoral 
care he affords those 
who are next in the 
line of lire. There is a 
strong urge to justify 
themselves to them- 
selves and to the 
world beyond. Hav¬ 
ing admitled in delecting tlie sup¬ 
posed defects, there are coaches, 
upon being asked to reveal Iheir 
secri'ls. who would, vviih a wink 
and a nudge, admit no more. 

'l"his was. we would have all to 
understand, not fur the world to 
know: a mailer heller left helwcen 
hint aiul his players. Politicians 


c There is a 
strong urge 
to justify 
themselves 5 


are not the only ones to dissemble 
in this way. Span is largely about 
the .supremacy of ideas and skill; 
very rarely of waffle, though many 
have iried and fallen in the 
attempt to make it seem so. 

Henry says it as it is; New Zea¬ 
landers rarely bluff where rugliy is 
cona*rued. So for his purposes, if 
he cuuld not disemvr any weak¬ 
nesses. he would say so and so he 
did. This suggests a degree of confi¬ 
dence not always given Id coaches: 
a deeply insecure breed. New Zea¬ 
landers are rarely prune id public 
display of euphoria, either. So it 
may be that Ik* cannot quite under¬ 
stand. in the context of a loss and a 
win in two gomes, the sudden out¬ 
break of celebration in Wales. The 
past two Mondays, after the previ¬ 
ous Saturday’s spectacular events, 
have hien as they once were; fhere 
was a spring in the step of the 
nation as o/T lo work it went. 

What has given rise to this new 
lK»pe is noi so much the proud 
Iwart and stubborn will which 
very nearly put the Springboks to 


GERALD DAVIES 



Rugby Union 
Commentary 


flight and overcame Argentina, 
but rather of the manner of the 
play itself. To begin with, there 
was none of that sense of inhibi¬ 
tion that has so persistently knot¬ 


ted all Wales teams of the past dec¬ 
ade or the sense of play being deter¬ 
mined beforehand, of players 
restrained. 

'lllere has teen not a Jinle free¬ 
will in both the Wales performanc¬ 
es and a lot of belief that they can 
play the attacking game confident¬ 
ly with the ball in hand. The hall, 
in fact, was in play for 42 minutes 
against South Afria. when the nor¬ 
mal expectation is around the 
30-mmute mark. It is too early for 
any proper judgment — that will 
haw m wait until the Anal game erf 
the Five Nations Championship — 
but the evidence so far is of a 
Welsh game liberated of iLs strait- 
jacket. This, more than anything, 
has given rise in the recent sense of 
joy in rugby. 

Up until the game last Saturday, 
when Neil Jenkins had as fine "a 
game as he has’ had for his coun¬ 
try, there was some idle talk as to 
w liether his place might be taken 
bv Shane Hovvanh. who had previ¬ 
ously sltuwn an eye for the gap 
and the speed to take it; credentials 


of a kind expected, in certain dr- 
vumslances, of a fly half. In truth. 
Hovvanh is the player, from full 
back, who adds the extra dimen¬ 
sion that provides rhythm to the 
team with an attacking spirit. 

To take fuller advantage of his 
exciting interventions, however. 
Wales need wingers 
with the speed of the 
IDO metres sprinters, 
not those of the 400 
metres. Fine and 
important though 
their performances 
have been hitherto, 
both James and Tho¬ 
mas arc in the mould 
of the latter, neither 
having the 100-metre 
sprinter’s capacity to be swift 
enough off the mark and to be up 
to speed in the first ten metres; nor 
indeed to change pace quiddy 
enough. Because of this, precious 
chances created by Howanh may 
go astray. 

Yet such a pernickety point may 
hardly be w'orth bothering aboui. 


4 There has 
been none of 
that sense of 
inhibition 9 


For all this potential, die dilemma 
for Wales comes front ihe realisa¬ 
tion (hut ten players — it would 
have been M but for Scon Quin- 
nell’s recent change of clubs — 
belong to reams who are nut in the 
Welsh Rugby Union's league. 
Only Llanelli and Pbntypridd of 
the Welsh League 
clubs have any repre¬ 
sentation. Cardiff 
and Swansea, the so- 
called rebel clubs 
who play English 
Allied Dunbar Pre¬ 
miership teams, 
have eight. For Hen¬ 
ry to have any 
chance of building 
on the foundation 
that he has laid. Welsh rugby 
needs to have a coherent .structure. 
The establishment of lour super¬ 
clubs is proposed, hut this can only 
have a chance of succeeding if 
there is a British league in place. 
This, as yet. is far from being so. 
Henry must hope that he is' not 
building a foundation on sand. 


Baron puts 
change at 
top of 
agenda 

Bv David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

TH E game in England, which 
has meandered from crisis to 
crisis since the advent of pro¬ 
fessionalism. must pick up the 
pace of change in much the 
same way as the national side 
must do tomorrow against 
Australia at Twickenham. 
Francis Baron, the new chief 
executive of the Rugby Foot- 
bail Union (RFU). called 
yesterday for a resolution to 
the stand-off with leading 
clubs and a far more effective 
administration by the union 
itself. 

Baron will spell out his 
beliefs lo a meeting of the Eng¬ 
lish Rugby Partnership today. 
“We should now focus on a 
deadline by which we will 
have reached agreement for 
the future of the game." he 
said. "We need to resolve 
these issues well in advance of 
the World Cup." 

Baron, who also announced 
that England would not partic¬ 
ipate in the Hong Kong Sev¬ 
ens in M arch.emphasised the 
importance of putting resourc¬ 
es behind England m their 
preparations for the 1999 tour¬ 
nament. But he must report 


SRU under fire 
as Irvine and 
Jeffrey resign 



DalJaglio: challenge 


soon after Christmas on poten¬ 
tial cutbacks to the RFU 
administration, so that the 
organisation becomes more 
cost-effective and can also 
fund the game at grass-roots 
leveL 

The union. £10 million in 
debt over the past two years 
and writh a £34 million repay¬ 
ment on the West Stand to be 
made must find ways of rais¬ 
ing its income. “We have to 
change in just about every 
respect” Baron said. “Our 
administration is ineffective, 
over-hefty and our cost base is 
much too large." 

All of which has left the in¬ 
ternational tomorrow in the 
shade, even though the reams 
will be attempting to show the 
attractive side of the game. “I t 
was very dull against Italy, 
and we won't beat the likes of 
Australia without a bit of im¬ 
agination." Matt Perry, the 
England full back. said. 

A fluent England game will 
depend, tore on the cohesion 
of the back row. in which Rich¬ 
ard Hill, though wearing the 
number eight on his back, is 
likely to spend as much time 
on the side of the scrum with 
Lawrence Dallaglio. the cap¬ 
tain, at No 8. Dallaglio said: 
“We are well aware of me 
enormity of the challenge.’ 


ANDY IRVINE yesterday 
resigned as chairman of the 
Scottish Rugby liman's (SRU) 
international game board, 
launching a withering arrack 
on the governing body and. in 
particular. Duncan Paterson, 
its executive chairman. 

It was as dramatic an off- 
field occasion as any in the his¬ 
tory of Scottish rugby. Irvine, 
the former Scotland and Brit¬ 
ish Isles full back, had been 
brought into the Murrayfield 
administration to lend it credi¬ 
bility as part of a management 
reorganisation 21 months ago. 
Yesterday, his frustration over 
how the game has developed 
in that rime — and over the 
resistance to change from with¬ 
in Murrayfield — prompted 
him to step down. In doing so. 
he was damning in his criti¬ 
cism of the regime that he has 
left behind. 

The developments yesterday 
followed weeks of speculation 
over Paterson’s position, the 
rumours fuelled by an SRU 
debt that has recently grown 
to almost £17 million, dimin¬ 
ishing crowds at international 
matches and widespread dis¬ 
content over the strategy of 
concentrating Scotland’s best 
players into two underachiev¬ 
ing super-district sides. 

On Wednesday evening, 
despite opposition from Pater¬ 
son. Irvine addressed a special¬ 


ity Ajlasdair Reid 

ly convened meeting of the 
union's general committee 
when he proposed, among oth¬ 
er things, more openness, an 
independent review of rhe 
union's operations, a reduc¬ 
tion in committee fees and the 
removal or Paterson. 

Although the committee 
agreed to some of his 
demands. Irvine considered 
that it had not gone far 
enough. So. too. did John Jef- 


Rob Howky, die Wales cap- 
lain. will have surgery on 
damaged knee ligaments on 
Tuesday and wfll be out for 
three weeks. The problem 
flared up between the defeat 
by South Africa and the 43-30 
win over Argentina. The Car¬ 
diff scrum half wilt miss his 
side's Swalec Cup game 
against Seven Sisters. 


Irey. the former Scotland flank¬ 
er, who also stepped down 
from his positions as an inter¬ 
national selector, a member of 
the international game board 
and a board member of Euro¬ 
pean Rugby Cup Lid. Both, 
however, said that they would 
return to the fold if more sub¬ 
stantial changes were made. 

Initially, it appeared that the 
union had spiked Us critics' 
guns by announcing that ft 


would hold a two-day confer¬ 
ence involving all member 
clubs and an independently 
chaired review of structure 
and governance. It also agreed 
to a 35 per cent reduction in 
committee fees and an assur¬ 
ance from Paterson that he 
would “at an appropriate 
time" step down from his posi¬ 
tion as executive chairman, 
although he would remain as 
a committee member. The lim¬ 
ited response dearly infuriat¬ 
ed Irvine and Jeffrey. 

They conceded some 
points, but they weren’t pre¬ 
pared to back me to the full." 
Irvine said. “I felt 1 had no 
alternative but to resign. 1 do 
so with great regret and 1 am 
sony that, in doing so. 1 am let¬ 
ting one or two people down." 
Irvine said that he felt particu¬ 
lar regret with regard to Jim 
Telfer. the international coach, 
and his assistants. 

The resignations of two such 
high-profile and widely res¬ 
pected figures in Scottish rug¬ 
by will bring yet more pres¬ 
sure on Paterson, for whom 
Irvine reserved his strongest 
words. “In my opinion, Dun¬ 
can Paterson’s position is now 
untenable and he should have 
stepped down last night," 
Irvine, capped 52 times, said. 

Jeffrey said that his reasons 
for resigning owed more to the 
backdrop of recent matches 



Jeffrey, left, and Irvine explain the reasons behind their decisions to resign yesterday 


and tile derision, taken in 
March, to amalgamate four 
district sides into two. “It hurt 
me deeply that a lot of players 
lost their jobs and incomes 
when that was done," he said. 
“Over the past six months. 


things have gone from bad to 
worse. It has been embarrass¬ 
ing to watch.” 

Bill Watson, the SRU chief 
executive, defended the propos¬ 
als agreed at the meeting on 
Wednesday. The committee 


has agreed to hold an inde¬ 
pendently chaired study into 
Scottish rugby." he said. “That 
will be an opportunity for 
everyone in the game to put 
forward ideas on how ir 
should be run.” 


Walkinshaw has peace formula 


orn Walkinshaw did 
not know whether he 
__ should be congratulat¬ 
ed or commiserated with after 
his election as chairman of 
English First Division Rugby 
on Tuesday. It is the Job that 
no one really wanted, one that 
to date has proved something 
of a poisoned chalice. Succeed¬ 
ing Donald Kerr, he says, was 
the last thing on his mind; 
after all. his involvement in 
rugby, as the owner of 
Gloucester, was only meant to 
be a sideline to the high-pow¬ 
ered. hieh-finance world of 
Formula'One motor racing. 

So much for good inten¬ 
tions. Ttred of the hectoring 
and the recriminations, his fel¬ 
low owners turned to him in 
their hour of need- In him they 
saw a moderate voice, one 
who understands their needs 
and concerns, but someone 
also to whom the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union (RFUt would listen. 

Now that he has been 
charged with leading the dubs 
towards what they hope will 
be a brighter and more stable 
future. Walkinshaw intends to 
approach the job with his cus¬ 
tomary real. “The sport and 
the public demand a solution, 
he said. “It cannot be allowed 
to continue in the same direc¬ 
tionless manner. The game is 
suffering too much " 


Mark Souster on the man who is 
determined to heal rugby’s wounds 


Walkinshaw, a quiet but 
determined Scot, from Lan¬ 
ark. is adamant that the cli¬ 
mate is right and that enough 
goodwill exists on club and 
RFU sides to end the agony 
once and for all. “It would be 
crass stupidity if everyone did 
not grasp this opportunity," he 
said. “We have all seen what 
happens if you go the other 
way. A lot of damage has been 
done to the game and it has to 
stop for everybody’s sake. 

“I think that if we are all gen¬ 
uine in our stated desire to 



Walkinshaw: tough task 


move forward together then 
wc can sort everything out. 
The professional game has 
new problems, the question 
we have is how we deal with 
them and how we develop a 
vision for the game over the 
next decade. 

“We are working towards 
that There is a new feeling 
that we should sit down and 
discuss things calmly and 
objectively. We need to get rid 
of the trivia and concentrate 
on the main issues. The prob¬ 
lem has been that even the triv¬ 
ia became flashpoints 

The problems are many, the 
issues complex. Now that he is 
in place, he wants to be left to 
get on without interference, to 
build on the personal relation¬ 
ship that he has with Brian 
Baister, the RFU chairman. 

He is not setting any dead¬ 
lines. although he has a time¬ 
scale in his mind, and gives no 
clues as to what that ihe future 
structure of the game might 
look like. It may indude a Brit¬ 
ish league, or a strong Allied 
Dunbar Premiership, or, per¬ 
haps, some new competition. 
There is also the possibility of 
a franchise system being intro¬ 


duced. And what about 
Europe? 

“Nothing is black and 
white. We have to make sure 
we make the right call. The pri¬ 
ority is to establish next year’s 
domestic season which, with 
the World Cup. will not be 
easy." Walkinshaw said. 

“Once that is agreed, we 
have the European position to 
consider with the other coun¬ 
tries. Europe is high on the 
agenda. But. as everyone 
knows, we do not believe that 
the current structure is cor¬ 
rect We waiit a meaningful 
competition in which we have 
rights, as is the case in France. 

7 I i he RFU believes wc 
I should have that as 

JL well. There is no con¬ 
frontation between the clubs 
and the union, and we want to 
do things with the full blessing 
of the union." 

Will he stay the course, how¬ 
ever? “1 have agreed to help for 
a certain period," he said. “1 
am not saying now long. As 
far as rugby and Gloucester is 
concerned. 1 am in this for the 
long term, all the owners are. 
as long as they can see a road 
ahead. At the moment we are 
stuck an die roundabout 
getting nowhere. We have to 
have a dear road ahead, but 
we can get there." 


Discipline the 
key in Dublin 

From Mark Souster in dubun 


THERE is little doubt that die 
ill-tempered international 
between South Africa and 
Ireland in Pretoria this sum¬ 
mer left a sour taste in the 
mouth, one that neither coun¬ 
try would care to or intends to 
see repeated at Lansdowne 
Road tomorrow. 

At their respective press con¬ 
ferences here yesterday, 
Warren Gotland, the Ireland 
coach, and Nick Malien, his 
South Africa counterpart, 
went to considerable lengths 
to play down talk of a grudge 
match or of a lingering feud. 
Each stressed the raid for 
their players to maintain their 
discipline, 

“Both teams will be disap¬ 
pointed with some of die inci¬ 
dents that happened in the sec¬ 
ond Test" Gatland said. “We 
will be disappointed if this 
game ends up as anything oth¬ 
er than a hard, clean contest 
Our aim win be to be disci¬ 
plined." 

Mallett said he was uncon¬ 
cerned about the “grudge theo¬ 
ries”, but agreed that inci¬ 
dents during the Test, for 
which South Africa were 
equally culpable, did not 


serve rugby well Mallett 
described the game, won 33-0 
by South Africa to secure the 
series, as a "bit of an aberra¬ 
tion". for which he Mamed the 
referee, Joel Du me. of France 
for not taking firm control. “It 
turned into what looked like a 
first division match in France. 

“What happened was that 
in (he first Test in Bloemfon¬ 
tein. South Africa was not pre¬ 
pared for the physical confron¬ 
tation. We weren’t quite as 
respectful of Ireland as we 
should have been. 1 do not see 
what happened in the second 
Test happening at Lansdowne 
Road. I am convinced there 
will be a lovely atmosphere." 

The feeling persists within 
die South Africa team that 
Ireland, who will wear a pre¬ 
dominantly white change 
strip with green sleeves tomor¬ 
row to avoid a dash of col¬ 
ours. deliberately set out to 
provoke and intimidate. 

Gary Teichmann. the South 
Africa captain in Pretoria and 
again tomorrow, said: “We do 
not intend falling into that 
kind of trap again. We have 
always stressed that discipline 
is the key to a successful side.” 


Rushden 
in line to 
claim top 
billing 

Non-League Football 
bv Keith Pike 

IF Old Trafford is the TTieatre 
of Dreams at the pinnacle of 
English dub football. Ncne 
Park equates to a one-man 
show performing to a more 
select, if equally discerning, 
audience. But no tour of the 
non-league provinces is com¬ 
plete without An Evening 
With ... Rushden and Dia¬ 
monds. and the show should 
be caught soon. Its very suc¬ 
cess may force it off the stage 
by the end of the season. 

By winning the Football 
Conference. Rushden would 
not only claim a place in the 
Nationwide League but also 
complete an astonishing 
seven-year journey from obscu¬ 
rity. They can take a signifi¬ 
cant step towards their objec¬ 
tive by deposing Cheltenham 
Town, the leaders, tomorrow. 

Formed by the merger of 
Rushden Town and Irthling- 
borough Diamonds in 1992 
and sustained by the generosi¬ 
ty and desire of Max Griggs, 
one of the country's wealthiest 
men. the Diamonds boast a 
gem of a stadium in North¬ 
amptonshire. a small but per¬ 
fectly formed arena with facili¬ 
ties that some of the largest 
dubs in the land would die for. 

But Nene Park's splendour 
can also work against them, 
and the fact that they must 
meet Cheltenham at Whaddon 
Road in Gloucestershire does 
not worry Brian Talbot, the 


TOP SIX 


Sewrtage 
Kdienf>3 
Rustvjen. 
Kfigsianian 
tecNi 


P W D L F APtS 


2 33 17 X? 

3 23 M 32 
5 --3 IS 3G 
2 33 13 31 
A X 22 & 
A 24 21 27 


manager. “Everyone loves 
playing here and you certainly 
don’t need to motivate the 
opposition," he said. “The 
ground is magnificent, bul it 
can also be a hindrance." 

The figures support him. No 
team won more matches on 
their travels last season than 
Rushden. who finished fourth. 

Cheltenham are unbeaten at 
home this campaign and Rush¬ 
den unbeaten away. “We 
think we have a good chance 
of the title, but there are three 
or four others who can win it 
and Cheltenham are certainly 
among them.” Talbot said. 
’They have no real weakness¬ 
es — a good, hard-working 
side. Just like Macclesfield 
and Halifax Jihe past two Con¬ 
ference champions), they seem 
able to put long unbeaten runs 
together, getting points when 
not at their best-*’ 

Rushden may be without 
the two most prolific Confer¬ 
ence marksmen. Adrian Fos¬ 
ter is definitely out and Dar¬ 
ren Collins, one goal behind 
him. is rated only 50-50. Yet 
Talbot, who spent eight happy 
years at Ipswich Town, insists 
that management can be fun. 
injuries notwithstanding. “It is 
hugely enjoyable at Rushden," 
he said. “I think I can achieve 
all mv ambitions here.” 
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Don embraces Olympic spirit Ho pe for car crime capital 


with bit of neighbourly help 


David Powell, 


athletics 


correspondent. 


on a young 


triathlete not 


content with 


a top referee 


T im Don has sat m 
some of the finest 
directors’ banes in 
English football, but 
there is no place in sport tike 
the champion’s chair. Especial¬ 
ly the world champion's chair. 

Four years after his father 
went to USA 94 as England's 
only referee at the football 
World Cup finals. Tim reigns 
as Britain's first junior triath¬ 
lon world champion since 
1992. "He is like me—an indi¬ 
vidual and very well disci¬ 
plined," Philip Don. now the 
referees’ officer for the FA 
Premier League, said. 

Tim's individuality began to 
blossom five years ago when 
he started to long for the life of 
his neighbour in Twickenham 
rather than that of his father. 
He played football, for school 
and borough, and recalls sit¬ 
ting among the directors ax 
Old Trafford, Highbury and 
Elland Road. Yet the Robsons 
and Inces, the Winterbums 
and Wrights, were not his 
heroes. He wanted to be like 
Spencer Smith, from up the 
road. 

Smith was Britain’s last jun¬ 
ior world champion, which 
means that the Thames Turbo 
dub has spawned two, for it is 
Tun’s dub, too. Smith has won 
the senior world title twice 
since and Dave Bellingham, 
the Great Britain team manag¬ 
er, believes that Tim can 
bridge the divide between jun¬ 
iors and seniors. 

“Tim is very tough and deter¬ 
mined.’’ Bellingham said. "1 
believe he can make the transi¬ 
tion to senior level but we 
have to be aware that it takes 
two to three years. Certainly, 
by 2004. we would be looking 
at him as a contender for 
doing well at die Olympics.” 

That determination has 
taken Tim to Zimbabwe in the 
past two winters for low-budg¬ 
et. high-altitude training. It 
has been, in a sense, football- 
sponsored because die fund¬ 
ing has been provided by his 

Some is recovered through 
prize-money and Tim received 
grants towards travel and 
accommodation on die Euro¬ 
pean Cup circuit. “He is world 
champion on a shoestring,” 
his father said. Only now has 
he been put on the National 
Lottery sports funding pro¬ 
gramme. Lottery money will 
enable Tim. 20. to join the 








Dm Don has overcome a series of mishaps in leading events to emerge as the worid junior triathlon champion 


World Cup tour next year, the 
qualification route to die 2000 
Olympic Games in Sydney. 
However, he has ground to 
make up if he is to earn a 
place, as the process of accu¬ 
mulating points has begun 
already. 

Tun finished the season as 
leading junior in the Europe¬ 
an Cup. finishing sixth among 
the seniors, and his worid title 
has opened the door to the St 
George Formula 1 series along 
die Sydney coastline in 
January. 

Given that the 2000 Olym¬ 
pics are in Sydney, and that 
Australia is die most powerful 
triathlon nation, it will pro¬ 
vide invaluable experience for 
the young Englishman. 

The series field is restricted 
to 25 invited competitors, so it 
is a mark of the regard that the 
sport has for um that he 
should have been asked to 
take part. 

Like Smith, Tim comes from 
a swimming background. 
Through that, he met triaxh- 
letes who were friends of 



PfaSqi Don is glad that his son did not follow in his footsteps 


Smith and the great adventure 
began. “I saw Spencer turning 
into a successful triathlete, 
and gradually I started to doa 
bit of running," Tim said. 

It was during die run. in the 
image of Simon Lessing’s victo- 


ry in the senior race the day 
before, that Tim won his 
world title in Lausanne in 
August In the group at the 
end of the ride, he won by 40 
seconds, an extraordinary 
margin. And just when he was 
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CALIFORNIA 

CHARDONNAY 

Perfect with crispy 
chicken wontons and 
red pepper coulisA I 


Quay f7 JO) 

FA) NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Art- 
Axe Bchermare v SSgo [7 35). 
Stefccume « UCD (7.45) 

FA PflQWER ACADEMY LEAGUE 
Undor-TO: NoOrn Forest « Uaccsta 

ruoi. 

RUGBY UNION 

TOUR MATCH: Ednfaurgh Reners v Fy 
XV (ad MarataM Parte, Hawick. 7 0). 

CLUB MATCH: London Irish « Orion) 
Inway P30) 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Loncfcm 
and Soutfi West v South Africa under -21 
XV lal London Irish. 7.0) 
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Answers from page 48 

HODAD 

(b) Surfing slang for a groupie 
who hangs around annoying 
surfers. P er hap s an alteration 
of "hoodlum". 

MAZUMA 

(a) Money or cash. American 
slang from the Yiddish. “A 
sign tacked on a tart pole in¬ 
formed the public that “No 
Credit — You must produce 
the mamma. We are not in 
business for our health.” 
HEORTOLOGY 
(a) The science or study of the 
origin, meaning, growth and 
history of the religious feasts 
and seasons of die Christian 
year. 

MOUSSEUX 

(0 Sparkling, also a sparkling 
wine. 

SOLUTION TO 
WINNING MOVE 
1NB! forces the win of the ex¬ 
change (rook for minor pfece). 
asifl~.gxS2Rg3+Ng?3Qft 
forces mate. Also hopdess for 
Black is l_ ReeS2 Nh6+ and 3 
Qf6+. 


CALIFORNIA 

CHARDONNAY 

# 

When you're 
not grabbed by 
the coulis. I ] 


as 


Gardening Neighbours 
BBC2.830pm 


a Sre lawn. With neighbours fere is ahrayfjje 
potential for' friction and tonight 
out. The problem is what to do with the central 
reservation which has become wgraw and 
rutted with tyre maita. 

engineer from No 7, wants the ^Ofirmedsa 
that cars can manoeuvre more easily. He threatens 
to Quit the prefect unless his neighbours agree. 
They do not. Kay Harrap from No 3 *** 

want something aesthetic, not a S^cways car 
park. Meanwhile, Michelle Cooper, the forthright 
single mother, is also in combative moss, 
complaining about a general lade or progress. 

Dangerfidd 

BBCI. 930pm (102Qpm Ireland) 

The penultimate episode of the current senes ends 
with an explosive cliff-hanger designed to 
guarantee a tag audience for next week's finale. To 
tell you what it is would spoil things, so suffice to 
say that a police informant held at a sale house 
gets violent, bullets start to fly and one of the 
shows main characters ends up in hospital on a 
life-support machine. The informant is played by 
Miles Anderson, an actor who makes a speciality 
of playing characters whose surface charm can 
mask a dangerously perverted mind. But away 
from the police work all is not gloom. The surgery 
of Nigel Havers’s Dr Paige provides its usual 
quota of lightish relief iwitn such a staff tt could 
hardly fail to) while on the romantic front Paige's 
new girlfriend fLynsey Baxter) looks like taking a 
more prominent part in his life. 

Jim Davidson So Far 
BBCI. 1030pm 

Having been a game show host for so long, Jim 
Davidson evidently Teels it is time to get back to his 
original job of stand-up. He does so with a routine 
based loosely on his own career, not omitting gags 
about his former wives or the tabloid headlines (or, 
at least some of less scurrilous) which he 



Nisei Havers and Jane Gurnett starin the 
penultimate DangetSdd (BBCI) 

unfailingly attracts. One mild surprise is that it 
mkes him all of 15 minutes to get to the Viagra 
jokes. More surprising, perhaps, is mat a comic 
who makes so much of his South London accent 
should have had a Scottish father and an Irish 
mother. It seems that Davidson’s rise was due m 
part to dear old Arthur Askey. a comedian of an • 
older and more innocent tradition. When 
Davidson won the television talent snow New 
Faces. Askey was one of the judges. 

Stella Street 
BBC2.11.15pm 

The idea of peopling a suburban London street 
with celebrities such as Michael Caine. Jack 
Nicholson and Mick Jagger continues to provide 
jolly fun, though the show is never quite as funny 
as it promises to be. But the very sUfiness of the ven¬ 
ture is appealing and if John Sessions and Phil 
Cornwell, who between them play all the 
characters, sometimes miss the target, the level of 
mimicry is high. Tonight A1 Pacino is acting 
married to his nurse. It is the ok for a raft of jokes 
built around Pacino's Godfather persona, the 
introduction of Dustin Hoffman and a very 
bloated Marion Brando and further humiliation 
for Stella Streets resident fallguy, Junmy Hfll. lt is 
never dear what Hill is doing in such company, 
except that the entire show is about incongruity of 
one sort of another. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


beginning to earn the soubri¬ 
quet Calamity Tim. His cham¬ 
pionship record had become a 
catalogue of mishaps. 

Three years ago, he crashed 
in the European duathlon and 
ended up in hospital Last year 
he failed to finish the Europe¬ 
an and world championships 
after suffering a puncture and 
then dehydration. This year, 
at the European champion¬ 
ships. he had his bike stolen. 

He will take the physical 
abuse, though he is thankful 
that he did not follow his 
father onto the pitch of verbal 
abuse. Had refereeing never 
appealed? “Definitely not,” 
Tim said. “Not with foe stick 
my Dad got" 

Don Sr, a referee for 29 
years, is relieved, too. “I would 
not have encouraged him to 
become a referee," he said. “So¬ 
ciety has changed and there is 
very little respect for people in 
authority." 

Furthermore, why settle for 
being the man in the middle 
when, like Don Jr, you can be 
the man at die front? 


Strictly Conventional 
Radio 4.11.00am 

This new series is about those vast gatherings 
Where people are urged to improve their motiva¬ 
tion, so naturally it is all about America. Quentin 
Cooper went u the National Speakers Association 
convention in Philadelphia for us 25th anniversary 
gathering, held in an hotel with doors large 
enough to let the egos in. A few Brits are present, re¬ 
vealed by their sett-deprecation. Graham Davis is 
a British barrister: "Essentially it's very difficult to 
make yourself heard at any time of the day or 
night you need to walk around with your own 
microphone." Patrida Frith, originally from 
Dorset and one of the big draws on the American 
conference circuit, says: "We are in business 
showbusmess." 


RADIO 1 (BBC) 


BtoOani Zoe Bal 9-00 Simon Mayo 12.00 Kevin Greening. 
Includes 1230pm Nswsbeat 2JOO Mark Radcflfte StoO Chns 
Moytes 545 Newsbeat (LOO Pete Tong's Essential Selection 
9 j 00 Judge Jules 11.00 Westwood: Rado 1 Rap Show 
2to0am FaOio and Graovender 4*00 Emma B 


RADIO 2 (BBC) 


ELOOam Sarah Kennedy 7.30 wake Up to Wogan 9 JO Ken 
Bruce 12to0 John Inverdale 240pm Ed O tenra i t &0B Dee 
Lynam 7-00 Hubert Gregg 7JO Fnday MgW is Music 
NighiaiS Wuthamg Habits (3/7) 030 Listen to the Band 
10J» David Jacobs with Easy Does It 10J0 The Arte 
Programme 12 to 0 Lynn Parsons 4.00am Jackie Bid 



RADIO 5 LIVE (BBC) 


5.00am Morning Reports 6.00 Breakfast 9.00 Nicky Campbefl 
1200 The Mdday News with Allan Robb 1-00pm Ruscoe and 
Co 4to0 Drive wdh Peter Allen and Jane Garvey 7 too News 
Estra 7.30 Alan Green's SportsnighL Includes a look ahead to 
Australia v England in Ihe second cricket Test at Partn lOtoO 
Law Night Live with Brian Hayes 1.00am Up Al Night Richard 
Dalyn presents worldwide news coverage 


(L30am Chris Evans (L30 Russ Wflllams ItoOptn Nick Abbot 
4to0 Harriet Scott 7.00 Wheels ot Steel 11.00 Janey Lae Grace 
ZtoOam Richard West 


TALK RADIO 


5.00am Btf Overton a 00 The Breakfast Show 9to0 See* 
Chisholm 12j00pm Lorraine Kelly 2to0 Anna Raeburn 400 
Peter Dee ley’s Drivatbne 6-00 The Sports Zone StoO James 
Whales 10.00 Mu Alan ItoOun Ian Cotas 


6to0am On Air with Stephanie Hughes. Includes 
Borotfin (Symphony No 3 in A minor); Handal 
(Oboe Concerto in G minor. HWV2B7) 

9j 00 Masterwofta with Penny Gore. Includes Handel, 
orch Elgar (Overture in D minor); Biber (The 
Nlghtwatchman); Shostakovich (Suite Harriet); 
Bach (Preludes and Fugues Nos 21-24 46. Book 
1); Stravinsky (Jeu de cartes) 

1030 Artist of the week: Barbara Hendricks 
11.00 Sound Stories: Nicholas of Bari 
12.00 Composer of the week: Josquln 
1.00pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert Emma 
Johnson, clarinet. Martin Roscoe, pumo (r) 

2-00 The BBC Orchestras BBC Philharmonic under 
Mathias Bamort Van Pascal Tortelier and Charles 
Mackerras, vwh Janos Starker, cello 
4.00 Music Restored (r) 

4.45 Music Machine: Ondea martenot 
5.00 In Time Sean Ralferty's quests tonight rctudo the 
South American piarvsi (Sara Ftodrtgucz 
7 JO Perf o r man ce on 3 The first in a reason of 
concerts in wridi the BBC Prtfoarmontc perlorm 
Rachmaninov's three Symphonies from 
Manchester’s Bndgewaier Hat This concert was 
given last Saturday Conductor Vassily Sinarsky, 


5.30am Worid News Sto5 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 545 Prayer lor the Day 
5.47 Farming Today Rural reports, from Anna Hn 
6-00 Today with Suo MacGregor and John Humphrys 
8.35 (LW) Yesterday in Parfiament updaio from 
Westminster 

9.00 Desert Island Discs Bit Moms, goner al secretary 
ol ihe Transport and General Won. or s' Union (r) 
9.45 (FM) Serial: The t nte i e ating Narrative Cotin 
McFarianc concludes CXaudah Equuno's account 
ol Ws experiences as a davo 

9.45 (LW) An Act of Worship 

10- 00 Woman's Hour With Jcnm Murray and guests 

11- 00 Strictly Conventional Now senes. See Chaco 

11.30 Girites (2,'4) (r) 

12.00 (FM) News 12,04pm You end Yours IK Barclay 
and John W.ujo tacWc more consumer concerns 

12.00 (LW) News Headl i ne s ; Shipping Forecast 
1.00 Tha Worid at One Presented by Nek Clarke 
1-30 Screen Teat Brian Siblay chairs ths film quiz 
2.00 The Archers M 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Writing Home Jane Lapotaae 
stars in Manny Droycott Lai's drama about the 
isolation ten by a Tnmdadian widow whose 
dough)ere correspond with her from around Ihe 
worid With fndra Ovo. Elizabeth Conboy. TiUy 
Gaunt and Geoffrey Whrtohoad. Soc Choice 
3.00 Making History Roger Wilkes helps listeners 
research fhotr own historical mysteries 
StoO Up on the Manor Shcffiddore discuss the 

importance of Ihe Manor Castio. a decaying ruin 
whore Mary Queen ot Scots was im p risoned (0 

3.45 Feedback Chns Duridoy am morn listeners' 
tetters 

4.00 What Does Mr Swanzy Want? Philip Nam on 
recalls the man bohma too BBC World Sctvico's 
Caribbean Voces acnec If) 


Afternoon Play: Writing Home 

Radio 4,2.15pm' 

Manny Draycott Lai's play is inspired by diaries 
sent by her aunts to their mother, who narrates the ; 
play, in the 1920s. The play is broadly an eapjqra- 
tion of alienation. The mother, a white Trini¬ 
dadian, has been married to an English officer 
who decides to return to England to advance Ins 
career, but soon after their arrival in London the 
husband dies: “George always said he’d take me 
back, home to the mertheriana” the widow recalls. 
“You cross the world for the sake of the man you 
love, you leave the only place where you belong 
and then they leave you anyway." The mother's 
sadness and the joy in the postcards she receives 
from her daughters is very well convejed. Jane La¬ 
potaire is the mother. Peter Barnard 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


StoOam The Worid Today &30 The Way Wri Are 6.45 
Transplantations 7to0 News 7.15 Oft the Shelf: One ol Ours. 
7/12 7 too Musk: Review 8to0 News 8.10 Pause lor Thoughts 
8.15 Westway 8to0 John Peel 9.00 News; (648 only) News in 
German *L05 Worid Business Report 9.15 Waveguide 9toO 
Speaking ol Englsh 945 Sports. Round-Up 1000 Newsdesk 
lOtoO Asa gn mat 11.00 Newsdesk 11.30 Focus on Faith 
12.00pm News 1205 World Business Report 1215 Brtah 
Today 1230 Wood, Guts and Brass 1245 Sports Round-Up 
ItoO Newsfxxr 200 News 205 Outook 230 Muttitrack: 
Alternative 3.00 News: (648 only) News In German 3to5 
Footixfl Extra 3.15 To Be Continued 3to0 Science in Action 
AM News 4.15 On Your Behalf 4J0 The New Europe: (840 
arty) Nows in German 445 Britain Today StoO Euope Today 
StoO World Business Report 545 Sports RountHJp 6to0 
Newsdesk StoO Focus On Path; (648 onM News jn Goman 
7to0 News Summary 7to1 Outlook 725 Pares For Thought 
7to0 Muttitrack Alternative 8 j 00 Newshour StoO News 9.05 
World Business Report 9.15 Britain Today StoO People .and 
Politics 10.00 Newsdesk lOtoO The New Europe 1045 Sports 
Round-Up 11-00 Nows 11.05 Outlook IttoO Mutt&ack 
Atomadve 12to0am Newadesk 12to0 From the Weekfies 
1245 Britain Today ItoO Newsdesk ItoO To Be Continued 
145 Poems by Poet 2to0 Nowaday 2JU People and Potocs 
to 00 News aosWcrtd Business Report 215 Sports Rotraf-Up 
3to0 Science in Action 400 Newsdesk 4to0 toslght 


CLASSIC FM 


StoOam Nick Bale/s Easier Breakfast StoO Henry Kefy. The 
Hal of Fame Hour. Plus, lavcxxtte pieces voted for in the 
Classic FM Top 300 1200 Lunchtime Requests 200pm 
Concerto. TartW (Ceflo Concerto in D major) 3to0 Jam« Crick, 
indudes Continuous Classics IL30 NewsnghL Top stories and 
Interviews with guests from the arts worid 7to0 Smooth 
Classics al Seven. John Brunnng ntroduoas classic sounds 
9too Evening Concert. Wagner (A Faust Overture); Rossini 
(Sonala No 1 ft G tor Stnngs). Puccini [Capncao Smtanico); 
Mozart (Plano Quartai in G minor); Verd (The Four Seasons) 
11 too Mam at Night 2to0am Concerto (r) StoO Mark Grtffi&o 


Orttn Sitkovetsky, vioSn. Prokofiev (Russian 
Overture); Shostakovich (V5oiin Concerto No 1); 
Rachmaninov (Syrr^hony No 1 in D minor) 

9too Postscript Nicholas Ward Jackson explores the 
contemporary art world (5/5) 

945 Beethoven (Six songs to poems by Geftert) 
Performed by Dietnch Fischer- Dfeskau. baritone. 
Hwtha Klust. piano 

lOtoO Hear and Now (Sounding the Century): 
Huddersfield 98 Indudes Luis de Pablo 
(Segunda lecture, first UK performance), 
performed by Nuove Sincronre under Renato 
Rnrolta 

11toO Punk Jazz Charles Shaar Murray (efts the 
remarkable story or the bass player 
PastonusK^j 

1200 Composer of the Week: Brahms (r) 

1.00m Through the Night includes 1.00 Tchaikovsky 
(Piano Concerto No i in B flat rrwior. Symphony 
No 4 n F moot) 220 Messiaen (Le fcterte Ncxi 
2*5 Ljrxtoerg (Aura) 340 Strauss, an anon 
(Suite: Der Rosenkavafier): 4.05 Warner (Dw 

®«Cfpt) 4toS Beethoven (Viofin Sonala 
2) 5.0° Durone I Concerto No 6 in A) 

5.15 Bach (Concerto in D minor. BWV105P) 5^0 
Geminram (Concerto grosso in B minor) 


4to0 The Message Alex Brodie and hrs guests discuss 
current media trends «««» 

StoO PM with Clare English and Chris Lowe 

500 Six O’CIock News 

^ an d Bernard Ingham join Ihe 
comedy quel which aims to exposethe hidden 

dQCtDr - r,ncln 9 lhe lnjlh Smd 

HosIed Dav * Aaro^tavoch 
I JJ 9 ets a disappointing return 

Sb&Sr F,anC ‘ rie S,0d '- preCerU5lt ^ mghtiy 

a mb i ^? w r 3 Jcnathan Dimpfeby chavs 

Amutage. tackling t>3m?lessness n Saftarri uiui 
SjoWianRcdnxjnd and AiasairGribraithfo' 

10.00 The World Tonight wcraiin (r) 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Another World Robert 

11,00 ^Syd ) 

and gueafo discuss sports soo^rSL' J ' an,vd 

11J» (FM) Mote* hom the 

on gameananship m sport '^ eDp,ftms 

’ !l0 ° W™ A M-nio R* 

crplonng mens wSf «2Si?^, r !g£. 

1248 Shipping Forecast l.OOAawS J^^ 
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TELEVISION 55 


T he- title over the scraichv 
black and white surveil¬ 
lance film read: “CCCP / 
KGB — CAM". But who is this fur¬ 
tively approaching an ice-cream 
vendor and muttering something 
about "Red Oktober”? Why ifs our 
old friend Jools Holland, funky 
musical virtuoso and cheeky estu¬ 
ary' chappy. Beat Route (BBC-Jj. 
the first of Jools Holland’s new se¬ 
nes of musical travelogues, was go¬ 
ing to be wacky 1 . 

/yid some of it was. There was a 
split-screen effect when two rival 
Joolses bickered with each other 
while introducing the city. Later he 
told us about Elizabeth Baihory. 
the notorious 16th-century coun¬ 
tess who killed 650 virgins and 
bathed in their blood hoping that it 
would extend her life. “It didn’t, so 
don’t try it!" he quipped. We 
finished off with Joois's vampire 
gurney and ghost-train sound-ef¬ 
fects after the final credits. 

The trouble was that he kept 


apest, bonobos and baked sea-bass 


spouting what suunded like 
chunks from rather dull guide¬ 
books. The city is a "World Herit- 
age Site”; "Heroes’ Square, built in 
1“^; has a fluted column l IK feet 
tall". Jools tends to mumble some¬ 
what, sti ( didn't catch the name of 
the man who commissioned the 
ojd bridge, based on t>nc in Bristol 
Clifton suspension bridge, presum¬ 
ably). but he also introduced the 
steam train to 1 lungary. we learnt. 

"Whai is it about old Buda that 
makes il so enchanting?" he asked, 
m a bid for the Judith Chalmers 
Comfy Travelogue Award. Tire an¬ 
swer. surprisingly, turned out to 
be that the streets ore alive with 
the sound of strangled cals. 

Since the dawn of recorded time, 
the history of Easicm Europe has 
been one of massacres, tyranny, 
suffering and privation. From 
Macedonia to the Baltic the peas¬ 
ants have expressed the pain of 
rheir souls in song, in an attempt 
to in flier it on everybody else. 


Su Jools set up his piano in a me¬ 
dieval square in old Buda and 
jammed with Michael Dresch. a 
tenor saxophonist and erossover- 
jazz-blucs-Iransy I vanian-folk-sing¬ 
er. The vibe was ciwl. unu'J Dresch 
sinned to sing. Then it sounded as 
if he was having the blood sucked 
slowly out of his undercarriage by 
a gummy vampire. 

D own at the youth dance 
elub. where they went in 
for vigorous ankle-slap- 
ping, the traditional musicians 
seemed to be torturing strays. The 
gypsy choir on the Danube em¬ 
bankment were practising holding 
very high notes for a very lung 
lime. Then they went even higher 
and squeakier. Across the city 
wine-glasses shattered and hats 
dropped from belfries with Weed¬ 
ing ears. 

Jools’s inferesfs aa* refreshingly 
catholic, and ihe series provides a 
potentially wonderful formal. Last 


REVIEW 



Paul 

Hoggart 


night he laid on some real gems, 
amid the small furry mammal 
abuse, including the unaccompa¬ 
nied harmonies of a Serbian 
church choir and the pianist Zoi- 
lan Kockis. And it was very nice 
that he found a rare East German 
Wanburg sports car. Next ueek 
he's in Seville, a city famous for its 
barber, marmalade and Moorish- 
Gypsy-Flamenco-BluesrFunk. but 
suspiciously short of live pets. 


Mind you. you can take the love 
of animals a bit too far. "The trou¬ 
ble with kissing bonobos is that 
they have a habit of sticking their 
longue down your throat. They did 
French kissing long before the 
French did." explained Berry. Bono¬ 
bos are a rare species closely relat¬ 
ed in chimpanzees, but physically 
and mentally even closer to our¬ 
selves. and Betty is their elderly 
keeper at Twycross Zoo in War¬ 
wickshire. 

Molly’s Zoo IBBC1] was a pro¬ 
file of this remarkable establish¬ 
ment. founded by' Molly Bad ham. 
now in her eighties and' still going 
strong. It is. we were told, one iif 
the most respected primate zoos in 
the world, with more than 300 
apes and monkeys in 47 different 
varieties. 

Molly’s devotion seems total. 
She knows all her charges by 
name and makes- a point of trying 
to see each one daily, although the 
chimps have always been her 


favourites. She takes her work 
home with her. hand-rearing doz¬ 
ens over the years. CurrentlyTom- 
my. a four-year-old chimp neglect¬ 
ed by its mother, is commuting to 
work with her in her car. 

Molly's chimps provided the 
cast of those frightful PGTips com¬ 
mercials. Older and farter, ihe cast 
are now in her home for retired 
ihespians. and are still given tea. 
though it is served in a bucket and 
hrevvoJ for a full hour. 

C himps are “very polite eat¬ 
ers". apparently. They will 
often offer you a lick of 
their ice-cream. ”1 don’t mind eat¬ 
ing after a chimp." explained Mol¬ 
ly. “I wouldn’t like to after a per¬ 
son.” 

Bui the bonobos stole the show. 
They are “the Peter Pans of the ape 
world". Betty told us. “They live 
life to the full" and scream like 
Hungarian ballad singers. They 
pretend to be keepers, enjoy 


cleaning windows and arranging 
flowers. 

1 missed The Italian Kitchen, 
but The Italian Kitchen 2 {Chan¬ 
nel 4) has been a revelation. Rose 
Gray arid Ruth Rogers of the River 
Cafe send a blast o? fresh Mediter¬ 
ranean air through the fetid world 
of television cookery: unpreten¬ 
tious, enthusiastic and crystal 
clear. Their lack of celebrity show¬ 
manship is matched by their obvi¬ 
ous love of good produce and excit¬ 
ing recipes. 

So far we have had vegetables 
and last night’s fish programme, 
which included magnificent reci¬ 
pes for baked sea-bass and crab 
spaghetti. I have two minor reser¬ 
vations- I have no idea w here to get 
ingredients such as cavolo nero. 
and Rose Gray'S hope that a dor¬ 
mant crab will nor wake up when 
you boil it alive seems optimistic. A 
microphone in the water. I fear, 
would pick up something very like 
a Transylvanian folk choir. 


6.00am Business Breakfast (55244) 

7.00 Breakfast News (Tj (32/18) 

9.00 Kilroy (T) (82833311 

9.40 Style Challenge (9026282) 

10.05 City Hospital (7) (9160196) 

10- 55 News; Regional Hews; Weaiher (T; 

(9920379) 

11.00 Good Living with Jane Asher 

(9930756) 

11- 25 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook (T) (9933843) 

11.55 News; Reqional News. Weather (T) 

(9996918) 

12.00pm Pass the Buck (4561553) 

12.25 Going for a Song (4540060) 

12.50 The Weather Show (7) (91968832) 

1.00 One O’Clock News; Weather (T) 
(356051 

130 Regional News; Weather (73993114) 

1.40 Neighbours Toadie tries to win Karen 
back (T} (67505331) 

2.05 Ironside The chief helps a fnend endure 
a harrowing ordeal in a remote mountain 
cabin (r) (9765621) 

2.55 Wipeout; (r) Consuming Passions 
(2965114) 

3.25 Children's BBC: Piavdays (6621398) 
3A5 Benanaman (8116640) 3.50 The 
AJI-New Popeye Show (3270282) 3.55 
Dear Mr Barker (7874669) 4.10 Ace 
Ventura- Pet Detective (9827282) 4.35 
Linford's Record Breakers (7497911) 
5420 Newsround (4128621) 5.10 Btue 
Peter (5440718) 

54*5 Neighbours <r) (I) (918331) 

6.00 Six O'CfOck News; Weather (T) (379) 

6.30 Regional News Magazine (331) 

7.00 Weekend Watchdog with Anne 
Robinson Consumer investigations, (T) 
(1783) 

7.30 Top of the Pops The week's 
chart-toppers, featuring the UK’s number 
one single <T) (843) 

84)0 Shops, Robbers and Videotape (T) 
(9621) 

830 in Extreme Danger Fighter pitot Tim 
EHIsofl’s battle to tty again after breaking 
•his back in a Hamer Jump jet which 
plummeted to earth from 100 ft (2/6) (7) 
(8756) 

9.00 Nine O’clock News; Regional News; 
Weather (T) (1718) 

9 -3° Pangerftekl A supergrass 

tires of life in protective 
custody and causes a disturbance which 
requires the attention of Dr Paige and Dl 
Craner. The informant's so-catted "safe 
house" soon belies its name as a hail of 
buffets confirms hts worst fears. Drama, 
starring Nigel Havers and Jane Gumetf 
(T) (251718) 

t0 -20 f pgflu frl Jim Davidson: So Far 
»==2!S!=ia documentary profiling the 
comedian and television presentei who 
this year is celebrating 20 years in show 
business celebrating 20 years in show 
business (7) (951466) 

11.10 The Stand-Up Show With Peter Kay 
(955027) 

11AQ Darkman (1990) Offbeat horror about a 

H disfigured scientist bent on mayhem 
Starring bam Neeson and Frances 
McDomwid (T) (989824) 

1.05am Weather (4722848) 

1.10 BBC News 24 (86815935) 


VIDEO Ptus+ and VIDEO Plus-*- codes 

The lumber; after uadi programme are for VIDEO 
Ru** programmpg. hist enter Ihe VIDEO (Va+ 
Humberts) lor the retevam prwyomrwfo mo ytxir 
video recorder (or easy taping 
For more delads cad VIDEO PIlb+ on 0640 750710. 
Cafe dunged at 25p per mnute at alt nmes. 

VIDEO Ptuw«. 14 EUaddarKB Tre. London, SW3 7ST- 
VIDEO PfuS4« b a regstered trademark of Gemctar 
Oewtopment Corporation. C 1998 


7.00am Children's BBC Breakfast Show: 

Hairy Jeremy (5348992) 7.05 Telelubbies 
(2159534) 7.3o Tom and Jerry Kids 
(2951973) 7.55 Smart (5253263) 8-20 
Robinson Suoroe (9853008) 8.45 

Johnson and Friends (6568114) IL55 
Hairy Jeremy (5057J85) 9.00 Daytime On 
Two Sioryume (7158060) 9.10 See You, 
See Me 15543534) 9JO Watch (8100553) 
9.45 Come Outside (8105008) 10.00 
Children's BBC Teteiubbies (11737) 

10.30 Daytime On Two Megamaths 

(957&350) 10J50 Look and Read 

(95991141 il.io Landmarks (9421060) 

11.30 English File (3553) 12.00pm 
Testament. The Bible tn Animation 
(33814) 12.30 Working Lunch (29060) 
1.00 Johnson and Friends (98823669) 

1.10 The Arts and Crafts Hour The 
renovation ol a Birmingham terrace and 
the art of paper-making (r) (2313756) 

2.10 Snooker: UK Championship Live 
coverage from the opening eight frames 
of the first semi-final at the Bournemouth 
International Centre (71172195) 

6.00 The Simpsons Double-bJlI. Homer 
traces, his, half-brother and Bart becomes 
a model human befog (r) (T) (267176) 

6.45 Robot Wars Craig Charles presents 
motemsed mayhem as radio-con trotted 
robots vie for places in Ihe final battle 
arena (7) (471008) 

7.15 Electric Circus Pop idols Boyzone 
perform and actors Chns Tucker and 
Jackie Chan talk about their new Mm 
Rush Hour. Presented by Kale 
Sanderson (419331) 

7.30 Snooker: UK Championship More from 
Bournemouth as the first semi-final plays 
to a finish (21718) 

8 >30 inaninri Gardening Neighbours The 

1 — ** - 1 Sheffield neighbours clash 
over plans for a community garden, while 
Kay at Number 3 transforms a dull shed 
info a postcard-style beach hut (T) (6398) 

9.00 The Fast Show Another chance to see 
the comedy senes (r) (T) (2060) 

9 J0 Goodness Gracious Me Mr Everything 
Comes From India proves that Superman 
was Indian in the Asian sketch show 
featuring the talents of Sanjeev Bhaskar, 
Meera Syaf and Nina Wadia (T) (49824) 
104J0 Have l Got News for You The regulars 
are Joined by Linda Smith and Gavin 
Ester (83373) 

10.30 Newsnight With K/rsty Wark (1) (464640) 



John Sessions In one of Ms many 
suburban celebrity guises (11.15pm) 


11.15 Ipnnjprl Stefla Street A1 Pacino 
[unu i uL j geLS married John 

Sessions and Phtl Cornwell (T) (199534) 
11.30 Snooker: UK Championship Highlights 
ot this ■evening's crucial frames in 
Bournemouth (771737) 

12 . 10 am Club Ute ’98 (4560664) 

1.40 Cafe 21 Asian women (5049041) 

2.10 Weather (6277577) 2.15 Close 
3.00 BBC Learning Zone: GCSE Brtesize. 
English — Macbeth (43022) 5.00 Close 


5.30am fTN Morning News (922631 
6.00 GMTV (9630843) 

9.25 Trisha (T) (4672260) 

10.15 This Morning (T) (376535) 

12.15pm HTV News and Weather (7) 

(3362447) 

12.30 fTN Lunchtime News; Weather (T) 
(56114) 

12£9 HTV Crimestoppers (95874350) 

1.00 Shortland Street (20973) 

1^0 Home and Away Tiegan and Joey have 
a hea/t-lo-heart (T) (55485) 

2.00 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (8532529) 
2.40 WEST: Reiattve Knowledge (r) 
(2961398) 

2.40 WALES: Animal Country (2961398) 

3.10 rTN News Headflnes (1) (7479282) 

3.15 HTV News (T) (74785531 

3^0CrTV: Wizadora (7466718) 3.30 

Archibald the Koala (7S40602) 3.45 The 
Adventures of Captain Pugwash 
(2057824) 4.05 Bernard’s Watch 

(4360350) 4.20 Fun House (3285114) 
4J50 Top Ten ol Eveiyttfing 12987447) 

5.10 A Country Practice (4354824) 

5.40 (TN Early Evening News; Weather (T) 
(824553) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (1) (227992) 

6JS WALES: Wales Tonight; Weather (T) 
(448114) 

6JZ5 WEST: KTV Weather (868398) 

6J30The West Tortight (1) (517) 

7.00 Bruce's Price is Right (T) (5669) 

7.30Coronation Street Des is laid forest (T) 
(911) 



George Rossis stars as Hie new 
recruit, Duncan Lennox (8pm) 

8.00 The Bill An amateur opera singer asks 
Ouinnan to track down an ex-con who's 
been harassing her with bizarre phone 
calls. With Andrew Paul, Joy Brook and 
George Rossi (T) (5263) 

9.00 Britain's Most Wanted An appeal for 
help in finding the contract killer hired by 
a Lowestoft woman to murder her 
husband (3/6) (T) (5027) 

10.00 News at Ten; Weather (T) (83319) 

10.30 HTV News wd Weather (T) (587640) 
10.40 Friday Night's Alt Wright With guests 

Mick Hucknall and Another Levei (3/10) 
(568805) 

11.30 The Jerry Springer Show (768263) 
12.10am Soundbox (8913867) 

12J0 Pirate TV Fab discovers the delights of 
fo-fine skating (4/7) (13935) 

1.00 God’S Gift m (54303) 

2.00 Club@vision Dubs in Wolverhampton 
and Somerset (3914664) 

SL45 The Haunted Ftahtank (r) (31409) 

3.15 The Hijackers (1963) A woman helps a 

m haulage contractor expose a gang of 
crooks robbing long-distance lorries. 
Crime drama, starring Anthony Booth 
and Jacquekne Ellis (6824770) 

4J25 Heirloom Patchwork quilts (78501515) 
435ITV Nfghtscreen (15544683) 

5.00 Coronation Street (r) (T) (48848) 


As. HP/ West except 12J20pm-l2J0 Central 
News; Weather (Tj (9609008) 1.00 Echo Point 
120973) 1.30 The Jerry Springer Show (7) 
(9469602) 2.10 Home and Away fri 
(795402421 2.40-3.10 Heart of the Country 
(22/26) (i) fT) (2961398) 3.15-330 Central 
News (T) (7478553) 5.10-5.40 Shortland 
Street (4354824) 6^25-7.00 Central News; 
Weather (T) (448114) 10.30-10^40 Central 
News; Weather CD 1587640) 11.30 Nash 
Bridges (rj (350398) 12.35am God’s Gift CD 
(1252848) 1J5 Club@vtsfon (7804409) 2.15 
World Football (32138) 2A5 SeaQuest DSV 
(r) (1195062) 3^5 Centra Jobfbtder ’98 fT) 
(660246) 5.20-4L30 Asian Eye (3463848) 


r^-TOSTCCRINTBY; 


As HTV West except; 12.15pm-12L27 
Westcounby News; Weather CD (3362447) 
12J27-12.30 Illuminations (9617027) 1.00 A 
Step in Faith (2/6) (r) fD (20973) 1.30 The 
Jerry Springer Show (T) (9469602) 2.10 
Home and Away (D (79540242) 2AO3.10 
Westoountry Update (T> (2961398} 3.15-3J20 
West country News; Weather (7) (7478553) 
5.06 Birthday People (9977621) 5.10-5.40 
Home and Away 0) (4354824) 6.00-7.00 
Westcountry Live (T) (31805) 10.30-10.40 
Westoountry News; Weather (T) (587640) 
1130-1230 Party In the Park (r) (25640) 


As HTV west except: 12.15pm-12J0 Meridian 
News; Weather (3362447) 245-3.10 Summer 
Festivals (1/4) (r) (5603621) 5.10-5.40 Home 
and Away; (D 6.00-7.00 Meridian Tonight (T) 
(31805) 10.30-10.40 Meridian News; Weather 
(I) (587640) 5.00am Freeecreen (T) (48848) 


nfTaa 


As HTV West except: 12.19pm Anglia Air 
Watch (9611843) 12^O-1Z30 Anglia News 
and Weather (9609008) 1.00-1.30 Split 
Second (20973) 2JJ5-3.10 A Splash of 
Colour (3/13) (1) (5603621) 5.10-5.40 

Shortiand " arefet; 6^3 Angfla Weather 
(869027) 6L25-7 jOO AngHa News (Tj (448114) 
10.29 Angfia Air Watch (738244) 10^0-10.40 
AngHa News and Weather (T) (587640) 


Starts: 5^5am Sesame Street ( i) (62107027) 
7.00 The Big Breakfast (66338388) 9.00 
YsgoBon: Off Limns (44012756) 9-25 schools 
at Work (73141244) 9.30 Eureka (65277466) 
9.45 Stop, Look, Listen (65265621) 10.00 The 
Complete Cosmos (55777355) 10.10 TVM 
(37642602) 10.25 Un Dau, Tri — Siapwchl 
(37670485) 10A0 Topi (27tX)6263) 11.00 The 
Technology Programme (62462447) 11.15 
Pa Newydd? (62485398) 11 JO Here's One I 
Made Earlier (r) (T) (64861379) 12.00pm 
Judge Joe Brown (73318440) 12:30 Sesame 
Street (10956466) 1.00 Planed Plant 
(86331485) 1.00 Ty Rhys (7) (60833466) 1.15 
Tomos y Tanc (r> (T) (60021621) 1.30 FILM: 
Cage of Gold (T) (59753640) 3.00 The Italian 
Kitchen Two (2/6) (T) (65952602) 3JJ0 
Collectors’ Lot Special (T) (43924485) 4.00 
Frfteen-to-One (T) (43903992) 4JJ0 Monte! 
WHfiams fT) (43909176) 54)0 Planed Plant; 
Hotel Eddie (65964447) 5J30 Countdown (T) 
(43923756) 6J» Newydd)on 6 fT) (48656176) 
6.10 He no (T) 190874909) 7.00 Pobol y Cwm 
(7) (66133737) 725 Y Ctwti Rygbl; (T) 
Newyddion (74067379) 8.00 Cefn Gwlad (T) 
(65953331) BJ30 Newyddion (T) (65972466) 
9.00 Pawb A’i Fam (86434805) 10.00 
Brookside (T) (15651805) 10J35 Friends (7) 
(22563282) 11.05 Eurotrash (T) (90833992) 
1135 Harry HDI (T) (83246263) 12.05am TTI 
Friday (94523206) 1.10 FILM: Who’s the Man 
(55095954) 230 Berlin: That Single Feeling 
(40775515) 3.20 FILM: The Model and the 
Marriage Broker fT) (84876461) 5.10 Diwedd 


5J5am Sesame Street (373591 Tj 
7DO The Big Breaktesl (58756) 

9 00 Schools: Off Limits Talking About Race 
(2110331) 9.25 Schools at Work 
(5397485) 9.30 Eureka! (8195621) 9.45 
Stop. Look. Listen Music. Magic and 
Mystery (8190176) 10.00 The Complete 
Cosmos (4077089) 10.10 TVM 1 Number 
— Pan Two (3756756) 10.25 Caraidean 
2 (3744911) 10.40 Top' (9595398) 11.00 
The Technology Programme 1 Design and 
Make It! (4895331) 11.15 Stage One. 
Natural Inventions (4818282) 

1130 Here’s One I Made Earlier (r) (T) (8621) 
12.00 Sesame Street (98602) 

1230pm I Dream of Jeannis fT) (54756) 

1.00 Judge Joe Brown (39401485) 

1-25 The Ocean World of John Stoneman 
Marine life (39486176) 

1.55 Sailor of the King (1953) Wartime 

m adventure, with Jeffrey Hunter as a Navy 
officer who risks his tile m an attack on a 
wen-armed German raider (T) (94249379) 
3.30 Cot lectors’ Lot Special Bargain items 
reviewed (T) (805) 

4.00 Fttteeivto-Ofie (T> (640) 

4.30 Countdown (T) (7481350) 

4^5 Rickf Lake fT) (5017973) 

5^0 Pet Rescue Roadshow An off-cotour 
iguana (T) (176) 

6:00 TFI Friday Eddie tzzarti joins Chris 
Evans. Music comes from Manic Street 
Preachers and New Order (39447) 

7.00 Channel 4 News; Weather (T) (758398) 
7.55 The Political Slot (295973) 

8.00 Garden Doctors Paul Thompson 
transforms a Derby architect's garden 
(6/11) (0 (2331) 

8-30 Brookside (T) (i486) 

9-00 Friends As invitations go out lor Ross's 
wedding, he and Rachel separately 
reminisce about Ihe good times when 
they were dating (T) (7756) 

9.30 Streetmate Davina McCall visits Cardiff 
. and Cambridge (5/10) (34992) 



John Mahoney stars as Frasier’s 
father, Martin (10pm) 

10.00 Frasier An old friend betrays Frasier. 
With Kelsey Grammar and John 
Mahoney (r) (T) (99331) 

10JO Eurotrash Italian rollerskating diva 
Fanny Cadeo (T) (711060) 

11.05 Hairy HOI Offbeat humour (T) 1949466) 
11J5 TFI Fridtey Shown earlier (r) fT) (.340911) 
12.40am Who’s Ihe Man? (1993) MTV DJs Ed 

H Lover and Dr Dre make a bid for movie 
slarctom, playing inepj cops assigned to 
invesugale an evil real estate speculator. 
With Ice-T (T) (839393) 

2J20 Berfln — That Single FeeWng Six 
Berifoers visit singles bars (T) (1941598) 
230 The Model end the Marriage Broker 

M OSS!) The owner of a dating agency 
attempts to manipulate a couple into 
beginning a relationship. Starring Jeanne 
Crain and Scott Brady (295157) 

4.40 Home to Roost fT) (5535246) 


6.00am 5 News and Sport Headlines 
(2440008) 

7.00 WldeWorid (r) fT> (6106485) 

7.30 Milkshake! (9161517) 

7.35 Wimzfe’s House; (r) 5 News Update 
(1610621) 

8.00 Havakazoo (r) (2503263) 

8 JO Dappled own Farm; 5 News Update 
(2502534) 

9.00 Floyd Uncorked (3$) fr) (T) (7422602) 
9J15 Russell Grant's Postcards (n 
(4285398) 

9^0 The Oprah Winfrey Show (7707391) 
10420 Sunset Beach (Tj (2043027) 

11.10 Leeza fr) (9058992) 

12.00 5 News at Noon (T) (2506350) 

12.30pm Family Affairs (r) (T), 5 News Update 
(74447)8) 

1.00 The Bold and the Beautiful Brooke 
holds her own in jail (T> (6106756) 

130 Sons and Daughters; 5 News Update 
(7443089) 

2.00100 Per Cent Gold (5751602) 

230 Good Afternoon (6173485) 

3.30 tvana Trump's For Love Atone (TVM 

n l996) Glifcy drama about Ihe 
increasingly strained Ufe o( a Czech skier 
who delects to Austria where she 
embarks on an ill-tated relationship with a 
wealthy American businessman. Sarma 
Vraa stars 0) (9852783) 

5,20 The Roseanne Show (3643963) 

6.00100 Per Cent Quiz (5266466) 

6.30 Family Affairs Jack-denies involvement 
with Maria (T) (5257718) 

7.00 5 News; Weather (D (5762718) 

7.30 Frostrup on Friday Manella talks to Bill 
Wyman; 5 News Update (5246602) 

8.00 Fort Boyard Adventure game show, with 
Melinda Messenger (7/12) (T) 5 News 
Update (9011466) 

9.00 Overkill: the Alleen Wuoroos Story 

n fTVM 1992) Fad-based drama chatting 
foe search lor America’s first female 
serial killer, a prostitute who murdered 
her dienls. With Park Overall and Brion 
James; (T) 5 News Update (81930669) 
10.50.The People Vs Jerry Sadowitz 
Comedy rants from foe offbeat funnyman 
13/8) (7182534) 

11.20 Body Chemistry IV — Full Exposure 

n (l995) A sex therapist utilises her 
professional skills to seduce a married 
lawyer. With Shannon Tweed (7290714) 



Michel Serrautt stars in a continental 
comedy sequel (1.10am) 

I.IOem La Cage aux Fofles It (1981) The 

a camp duo find themselves on foe run 
from spies and gangsters in this sequel 
to foe original cult comedy. Michel 
Senault stars (1891664) 

2.55 Xros and OOO’s (TVM 1994) 

B Romantic drama about foe lives and 
loves ot four women dreaming ot 
stardom in Nashville (6521596) 

4^5 The Road (r) (20906393) 

4.40 Prisoner Cell Block H (2565409) 

5.30100 Per Cent (r) (1409190) 





• For further listings see 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7-OOam The SmpsffK (76176) 7.30 The 
Chns Evans Ereatdasi Show (17027) 030 
HoHywiod Sc^aret (54282) 9.00 Gu*y' 
(26244) 10.00 SaBy Jassy Raphael 1841051 
11.00 The Oprah Winfrey Show 054331) 
1000pm Jenny Jones (1970602) 1Z55 
The Spawn K Ccflecrion (38130621) 1-00 
Days ol Ow Uws {92324661 TJS The 
Ph Special K CoflecOon (65405485) ZOO Sally 
Jessy Raphael (8828027) Z55 The Special 
K Coded cn 14568 n 4) 3M Jenny Jones 
(7369337) 3.S5 The Speorf h Coteclion 
P5S4992) 4J» GtiWyl IST5068) SJ» Star 
Trefc Deep Space N«w (8282) «J» Mamed 

■ — VWh Children (3843) &30 Fne«fs (4195) 
7.00 The Simpsons (9911) 7.30 The 
Simpsons (3909) BOXJ The SmpBons 
15331) 8J0 The Svnpsons (4466) MO 
wortfo Scariest Police Chosas 2 (51260) 
10J» Cops 1660271 1030 Cog* (42447) 
114)0 Friends (475171 11 JO Slar Tre*. 
Deep Space r*ne (72669) l 2 J 0 am 

_ Rwwgade (33935) 1JO Long Ptey 

■ (4980645) 

SKY BOX OFFICE__ 


Sky’s pey-panvfw movlo channels. 

To wew aw Sm tetepnone 0690 000888 
SKY BOX OFFICE t (Transponder26) 
Speed H: Cruise Control (199T) 

SKY BOX OPRCE 2 (Transponder 60l 
■ Pre» ie w» 

Ol Jane (1967) 

SKY BOX OPRCE 3 fTiWSpCXTOa 69) 
Uy Best Friend’s Wadding hB&T) 
SKY BOX OFFICE 4 /Transponder 58) 

Allen Reeunectlon (1997) 


FILM FOUR 


« 


6.00pm Short Auanuan Span Cfrirnn 
(3233843) aoo WaSdng and Talking 
- ^fcshes (1807) 
i Private Idaho 
What’s Eating 
(9269954) 3415 
Arizona Dream (1993) (.160080411 6L00 
Close 

SKY PREMIER __ 

6-OQoni The Underworld (1997) 16^41 
Bogus (1996) 130060) 1000 ft* 
Kid (199Q) 0»82) TiOOpm The 
Undermrld (19B7) 2- 00 Totan 

Away (1996) (356691 4.00 BOfluS (T9B6) 


(1996) (3205060) 1000 
(7098669) 11 JO My 0» 
(1961) (3983092) l.lftpm 
aamrt Grape? (199*) 


>1 6A0 Fha Wd (1996) (15805) W» 
Ghosl and the Darkness (1996) 
Mi IOjOO Money Train (1995) 
•3D 1130 Klictrtal (1996) IB06TO61 
an The Permit of a Lady (1996) 
0008) 3J0 Virtuoslly (199S) 

B374J 

r MOV1EMAX _ 

m EMrah, Horror ot Ihe Deep 
SI (31466) 7J30 A HaM l» JuSW* 
3} IB3331) 9.00 Furnhy Blessings 
S) (S62B2) 11X» Behind the 
rfafl (1995) 169534) 1-OOpm Ehlrah. 
»r ol Ihe Peep (1966) (69398) 3.00 A 
fair Justice (1996) (7&4B5) 5.00 
ly Blessings (1996) (313(31) 7-00 
11379) 7.30 I*. 1 Top 10 15447) 
Femmes Faufes Oow Barrymoie 
16J90 MOwe Magr The Trans tormpt 
) 9.00 The Associate (1996) I£8379) 

I Out tar Justice (1991) (£02973) 
lam Dobra (1966) (HEZW) 5L10 
Perfect Weapon (1991) f7U03M) 
SutW 16 (1994) (63387312) 

'CINEMA_ _ 


n Tha Man Who Shot Ubarty 
» (1962) (83187737) 6.05 The 
unemen (1986) (1311598U 8JM 
Conversation H974) (M34P73) 
To Live and Dio In LA (1996) 
02 ) 11.55 Frensy (1972) |t-7'80Ce) 
, Quintet (1979) (6050*41/ 330 
U> Many a MBBonake (1953) 


l WCW MUro (70576344) IMS 
Th under IS827DEJ4) I.ISam 
I Graen (1973) (90312003) 3.00 
ot tha Ktags (TK4) (W288954) 


SKY SPORTS 2 


6^Sam Aerobics 7.15 Sports Cardre 7.45 
Raong News a00 Whai a Wetland BJO 
Uve CncKei aJOpn Trans Wend Soon 
4JS0H2O 5 jOO Pwnertioai Ghsnvoitsr^is 
530 World Sport Special 800 WUd Sorts 
6L30 H20 7JW Live Fbotbal 10AO Atttahcs 
11.00 WU Spvils 1130 H20 12POam 
Moi or span 12J0 Ftabel TV 1JJ0 Hold me 
Back Pag® 2-00 Lwo Crate! 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 


11.3Qein Futures h Sport 12 . 00 pm Trans 
World Sport TJX) Tighi Lres 2.00 FoObal 
3J30 American College Foothdl 
5JW Rebel TV gloo Motor cvc*ng a 00 
Cm*ei 1Q4» Wmstfing 12JWam Close 

EUROSPORT_ 


7Mum Snowboarding aOO BobsW^i 
9.00 Alpme SkMig 1000 FodPal 12J)0pra 
Mniasports 1AO Uve Tonna 4.30 ftelty 
5.00 Live Alptfie SkJng 660 Uvo Tenms 
8J0 Wvnan'K Atpino Slung 9JO Bating 
1060 UveBdtalaigh 1160 Extreme Spans 
11.30 Lnra BotwJcgh 1260am Ooee 

UK GOLD __ 

760ara Crossroads 760 Nerghtxxrs 765 
EasiEnders 860 The BO 960 The B« 960 
Bergerac 10JO Angels 1160 Dates 1165 
Netcrtxniro 12JLSpra EasiEnders 160 
Juttl Bravo 2.00 Dates 265 The Bit MS 
Bergeiac 465 Efltl&idas 560 Angris 
660 Due Soulh 760 May to December 
7.4® BAmT HaMHM, MumBJZO Dad's Army 
960 Moi Behaving 960 Pul 

Vtotetsahen. Pei 1065 wtuunrar 

Haocwned to ttie Utely Lads 7 1166 Tho BO 
1165 The Bill 1225am Doctor Who 
Omribus 360 Shopping i*nh Saoonshop 

GRANADA PLUS 


SKY SPORTS 1 __ 

& 30 am FUIU 06 in Sport 760Spoils Ceniro 
7.15 Wresting 8.15 Sfons Cent'e 860 
Raong IMS 9.00 Aerobes 960 Futod 
MiwW 1060 12-OOim Aerobes 
12.30 The PurjOy CMs 1 JO Fuibd Mbn-iu) 
260 AlHcUcs 3.00 GoB 560 Motonport 
Champion ol Ihe Future 560 Whai A 
Weetomo 660 Sports Cenne 760 Wnrid 
PownuDoa Cnamponshipo 760 World 
Sport Speoei 860 Goii 10.00 Sports 
Conro 1160 HoW Bx> Back Pago liOOam 
Sport? Conire 160 Wrmilng 360 Gc* 560 
Spoils Conns 


&60teB The Bo* 7.00 Dodd in tt» House 
766 The Fem Sirea Gaia 860 Surflical 
Sot* 860 A Ffcw Romance 9.00 Oassc 
Coronanon Stre« 9JO Emmadalo Farm 
1060 ihfiysometfiing 11.00 Hawaw Fim O 
1260pffl Classic Conmatori S»eei 1260 

Emrnerrto ic form 160 The RglrtiHes 160 

Waiting 260 ihrtysomKWng 360 
Shertx* Hulrrcs 460 The FVotessronat 
560 Kmm Five 0 660 Etnmeidale Fam 
fiJO Ctecac Coronation Sum 760 
Mfcsion ImpDssitile 860 The Professionals 
9.00 Oassc Coronation Streffl 9-30 S« 
Lre 1060 J&m W*J 10JO Hogan's 
Hnrcvr-. 1160 Mud and Mortw 



Courtney Walsh stands )ust one away from Malcolm Marshall's record 
of 376 wickets tor the Wes* Indies (Sky Sports 2, 030am, 2am) 


DISNEY CHANNEL 


86tam Bear m toe Bq Blue House 6-40 
Gummi Bears 7.00 Aladdin 765 lOT 
Dabratians 860 God Troop 660 Timon 
and Punoaa 045 Mew Adiraniures of 
Wdme too Pooh 960 The Adirersures ol 
SptX 96S Arena! Short 9.15 Pecfca 
Oraoura 960 Boar ri too Bag Blue House 
B 36 Tootobru&h Family 1060 Sie Size 

mis Ttxs tv 1060 Lei’s wogfe mas &a 

Garage 1060 PS end J Oner 11.00 
S«emo Sfreet 1260pm Th? Advarrures c4 
Spot 1166 ArtniBl Shell 18.15 Poctel 
Dragons 1130 Bear tolhe 9g Blue Mace 
126S Tootobrush F^n)*v 160 Bne Sira 

1.15 Tens TV 160 UX'S Wggfa 1J5 Big 
Garage 160 PB and J Otter 260 New 
AdwmtuiDfl of Winnefoo Pooh 260 Qua* 
Rack 360 utte Mermaid 360 Tmon and 
Punrtas 3.45 Aladdin 4.10101 Dalmanans 
4 M Art Aruci. 560 Smart Guy 560 
Mcrawap5AS Hecoss660Wonder ^Veare 
660 Boy Meets World 760 Pepper Am 

7.15 Brotherly Low 7.45 Mdowap 860 
FILM: Garbage Picking (1996) 940 
Mcrowap 1060 Ctoee 


FOX KIDS NETWORK _ 

660am Power Hangers Turt* 760 Mortal 
Kornaa 760 Donlwy Kong Coutiy 860 
Goocetxmpo 860 BeerteU*BS Meodfe 
960 Masted Rider 960 The [nciedfcie 
Hrih 1060 (ton Man 1060 X4Aen 1160 
Spiriemiart 1160 Ufe with Lou® 1260pm 
Aco Venfura 1260 Casper 1265 
Taortsyhrania 160 5am and 1,15 
Home to Berx 160 The Incredble ft* 260 
iron Man 260 x-Men 3.00 Spntoman 360 
Roy and Lea's Bg Hide 36S Mortal 
Kcmbal 4.00 &ieeu ol Aten Cteieciois 
560GooseOumpa 560 Eene. Indiana. TThj 
O ther DMMtaon B60 Donley Kong 
Couby 060 Memo* 760 doss 

NICKELODEON 


6JX»ra Fraggte Hodk B60 Micrei Bstoos 
760 Hey Arnold.' 760 Hugmrs 8.00 Doug 
860 Arthur 960 C8BC 1060 Mmz» s 
1060 Baba 1160 The Mage 
School Bus 1160 PB Bear dc 1260 pm 
Rugrals 1260 Blues Ckiss 1,00 Bananaa 
in Pyiomas 160 Lane Bear Stones 260 
Roc*? und toe Dodos etc 260 CB8C 360 


Angry Boaaere 460 CaKJog 460 Bugran. 
560 Seter Safer 560 Y£nan and Kci 6.00 
Sabrina 660 Moesha 7.00 Close 

TROUBLE_ 


7.00am CaBomfe Dreams. 760 Hang Tine 
8.00 Saved by toe BeJ TheNewCtesB60 
USA Hitjh 960 Pteentnaa* rtgh 1060 
Swaal 1060 Holtyoaiis 11.00 Swaei Vale? 

.wan 1160 usa wgh 12 . 00 pm r om/ » 

MM 1260 S*raai 160 Heanaeak 
260 HoByoakS 260 CODdrrita Dreams 360 
Ready or Noi 360 LBA Ugh 4.00 Fresh 
Pmce460 tn the House 560 Swet VaJtey 
Hgh 560 Hang Tune 660 Saved Of too 
Brit New Class 660 Moves, Games, and 
Wfecs 760 In toe House 760 Fresh prricc 

CHALLENGE TV_ 


560pm Crosswts 560 Free Time 5.45 
Famiy Fortunes 6.15 Prize Tune 860 
Catcrtphrass 7.00 Pro* T*ne 7.15 100 Per 
Cent 7-45 Pnze Tune 765 Crystal Maoo 
960 Prize Time 9.15 Strive it Lucky BAS 
Prize Tune 10.00 Endurance UK 1060 
Pros Tme 10A5 Corier 11.15 Proa Time 
1160 Camel Knowledge 1260am 
Treasure Hum 160 Second Guess 260 
Studs 2.30 FamV Fortunes 360 
Endurance UK 360 Blocteusicn 460 
Fifteen-to-One 460 Gwa Us a Oue 560 
Screenshop 

BRAVO_ 


860pm The Eidremers 860 Bushdo 960 
LA.PJ3 060 Cops 1060 Ertreme 
Champferiship Wreytng 1060 Scary Sex 
1160 FtiJU: Deadly Weapons {1974 
160am Sex Bytes 165 HLJUfc Nerds et a 
Fo a th ar (1990) 360 Taocab Confessions 
460 Sex Bytes 460 Itakan Stnppmg 
Houseanves 560 Freaky Stones 560 
Bustedo 6.00 Dose 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

76apm Clueless 760 Dewnond'i 860 
Rosoamo 860 Jus! Shoe* Me 960 Elton 
960 SenfcM 1060 Jacfc Dee Live ai [ha 
London PaJkxSum 11.15 Lancate Ltofc 
Secret Oilrnp 1160 The Lany Sandere 
Show 1260am Late Night with DeWl 
Leuerman 160 Stadgahamnw 160 The 
Otoe ZOO Dr KaC260 Soap360 Gris on 
Top 360 N«gttsanrl460 Ctoso 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

SATELLITE: BpnvMlDNtGHT ONLY 
760am Btoorotwtg tnsxmaDon Tefemston 


8-00 Srghhng& 960 Banfesia Griacuca 
1060 Ouarounri Leap 1160 Dark Shadows 
1160 The Ray Bradbuy ThaaJro IZOOpm 
The Twihghi Zart< 160 Tries at ttw 
Line^pocred 160 Tales ol toe Unexpected 
ZOO The ironebto Man ZOO Banteraai 
Gatadiica 460 Amazirtfl Slones 460 
Mysicne-s, Magic and Mraries ZOO 
&ght»igs ZOO Tha Ray Bradbury Theatre 
660 New Alfred Hitchcock 760 Quantum 
Leap ZOO Amazing Stones 860 
rtghiander The Raven 960 The Hunger 
1060 FILM: Xtro Dk Watch Ota Skies 
f1B&5) 1260am FILM: The Wind of 
Amnesia (1993) 165 SoFocus on 
Starship Troopers 260 Tanchi Muyo 260 
Talcs of toe Unexpected 360 The Twhphi 
Zcne 360 Dark Shadows 460 Close 

HOME & LEISURE_ 


B60am The Joy ol Pamttng 860 
Gardeners 1 Diary 760 Garden Doctors 
760 Our House 860 Rtft Hum Felmg 
Adventures. B60 Furniture on the Mend 
960 The .fey ol Parting 960 Gardeners 1 
Diary 1060 Garden Doctors 1060 Our 
House 11.00 Re* Hurt’s Fishing 
Adtrenrures 1160 Funirire on the Mend 
1260pm Home Again w*h Bob Vila 1260 
The House 160 Coctebcm With Greg and 
Max 168 to the Wcxtehop 260 The Log 
Cabin 260 The Dfceman 360 Two's 
Coutoy 360 These Four Wals 5 

DISCOVERY_ 


460pm Rex Hum Fiehing World 460 
Water's WOrld 5.00 Frsi Flights £60 
Andera Wfemors 660 Anmat Doraor 060 
WUd Discovery' Ocean Uflkfe 760 Wild 
Discovery. Ocean Wftds 760 Beyond 2000 
860 The Mosquw Story 960 CnxwJfle 
Hunter 1060Realbues TheFugawa lire 
Weapore n Wer. Scorched Earth t2.tX»m 
Real Lives Underwater Cops 160 Fret 
Bighte 160 Anoert Vtemors 260 Ciose 

ANIMAL PLANET 


1260pm WBd Sancuares IZOO Blue Reri 
Adugntues 1.00 Annul Doctor 160 Nanua 
Wach wah JiJan Pettifer 260 WBtMe 
Rescue260HurnarvTtelure360Zco Swry 
460Jet* Hama's Adventurer460WWte 
SOS 560 Hatty's Ptacbce 560 MaJura 
Watch wdh Juban Ffertder 8-00 KiaB's 
Craatures 660 Lasse 760 Anmal Hanoi 
Classics 860 Animal Doctor &6Q WUd ai 
Heart 960 Wfcftte Days 960 Emergency 
Vets 1060 ESPU 1060 Natures Bahfeo 
1160 Emetjency van 12.00am 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7.00pm Vietnam's Gr«u Ape 760 
Nusance Attgajore 860 Y-Orx T|y in Ihe 
Ughi ol Tree 960 unu Log Ongo 1060 
■The Humped Elephattls ol Nepal 1160 
WUd Horses ol Narrob 1160 »acx WkkM 
1200 am Legends ol lt>e Ehishmen 

HISTORY_ 


460pm War hade Sw«v 5.00 Mxfetn 
Manrefe 660 Anoent Mysteries 760 Brine 
Force. The Gum m Vietnam 760 Haunted 
History The 0«lie oi Verdun 

CARLTON FOOD fGAB LEI 
960am Food Nemorfc DaOy 960 Food tor 
Thoughi laoo Ftrci Taste 1060 Worrafl 
Thompson Cooks 1160 Whai s CooLmg? 
1160 Cokot' 3 Kitchen College 12.00pm 
FMid Newrori. Da*r 1260 Newman Meets 
160 Food tor Thoughi 160 An Umbrian 
Kitchen 260 Home Shopping 260 Food 
Network Daily 360 For Batter. Fa Worse 
360 Coxcn'e Kitchen College 460 
Antony's, Morocco460 Chat tar a Day 560 

LIVING_ 


660am Tiny Lrvmg 960 The Rosoama 
Show 960 The Jerry Springer Show 10.40 
Mchaol Cole 1160 The Hear s On 
12.00pm Liwng Issues 1260 Rescue 911 
1.00 Beyond Belief Fact or Ffewn 160 
Reedy, Seedy, Cook 2.05 Rotonda 2-S5 
Uwng e Up' 365 The Jeny Springer Show 
465 Tcmpertt S65 Can'f Cook, Won't 
Cook 6.10 The Jerry Springer Show 760 
Rescue 911 760 Beyond Belief Fact or 
Fiction 860 Ally kfc&esi 960 Ur The 
Elizabeth Taylor Story 1160 The Sex Files 
1260 am Close 

ZEE TV_ 


560am Sa Re Ga Na 660 Euro Ziiv*xt> 
660 Zee Health Show 760 Jacgpan 760 
News 860 Aap hr Adam 860 Margarita 

960 Adhtor 1060 Pfltta 11.00 Zate Ka 
Saur 1160 Parampara 1260pm FTLlt 
Hhirfl Movie; ChoWfedaar 3.00 Kaaetv 
Dhodp 360 F*Yu Baaleei 460 Campus 

460 Zae Zone 560 Jmanat 860 f«BS p( 

foe Fortroght 660 Zto and You. Showcaso 
760 Chsfome Baddocr 760 
Emertainmert Etprese 860 News 820 
Aashrwad960FILM; Mmk Movie: Taveii 

1260am News 1260 Ru Ba Ru 160 
Mvfnenesi ZOO FUJI: Hindi Him: Sabot* 
Mangta Hei Kenoon 
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FOOTBALL 52 

Manchester United 
look to task remaining 
after dazzling in Spain 


SPORT 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27 1998_ 


rugby UNION 53 

Paterson under fire 
from former greats 
of Scotland game 







England wait for Thorpe as doubts resurface 

C/ __„ uihnm Ppnh overblown duel with AthertOT 


From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, in perth 


RAPPING the Test pitch here 
with bare knuckles yesterday 
brought a sound like a knock 
on a concrete wall. It was audi¬ 
ble evidence that Perth is 
ready to reclaim its reputation 
as a venue apart and stage a 
Test match played at dizzying 
pace, with no concessions for 
the faint-hearted. 

The locals are rubbing their 
hands over a rock-hard sur¬ 
face bearing none of the cracks 
that, two yean ago. opened 
into craters during a Test 
match against West Indies. 
This one, they say, will be sim¬ 
ply quick, bouncy and intimi¬ 
dating. Whether this will suit 
England is debatable, but last 
night, as the selectors consid¬ 
ered their opdans for the game 
that starts here tomorrow, 
another back complaint dis¬ 
tracted them. This time it was 
Graham Thorpe, whose spi¬ 
nal disorder had recurred, 
and with England planning to 
employ all seven of their spe¬ 


cialist batsmen, it could not 
have been more inconvenient. 

The consequence was a 
delay in naming a squad, 
which was not so troublesome 
if it secured England tffcn the 
minor gain of keeping the 
opposition guessing. Australia 
have played their hand 
already and Jason Gillespie, 
their quickest bowler, will 
return to a four-man attack 
that includes Colin Miller, the 
bleached-blond Tasmanian. 

In 1991, Graham Gooch’s 
team was beaten by nine wick¬ 
ets, the signal for a cutting 
speech by Gooch about the 
shortcomings of the English 
game. Four years later, after a 
thrashing by 329 runs, Mich¬ 
ael Atherton emerged with a 
pageful of notes, equally damn¬ 
ing. Alec Stewart is unlikely to 
be driven to such an outpour¬ 
ing if England lose this time, 
largely because the series is 
still in its infancy, but also 
because he is not that kind of 


man. In his unfailingly polite 
statements, Stewart if any¬ 
thing, is becoming blander by 
the week. 

England, he said, would 
pick “the best team available 
to beat Australia in these condi¬ 
tions". They would talk, again, 
about what they did right and 
wrong in Brisbane. “I will 
state the obvious, as I always 
do." he added, with more than 
a hint of self-parody. 

To be fair — as Stewart is 
also fond of saying — the Eng¬ 
land captain is wise to refrain 
from any drum-banging 
ripostes to local disdain for his 
team. He will sense that they 
have a chance in this series if 
they can survive this next 
obstacle, but he will also sus¬ 
pect that it may prove the most 
daunting of their winter. 

The concern over Thorpe, 
initially, was played down. 
For a man approaching 34500 
Test runs and boasting a formi¬ 
dable record against Austral- 
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Miller keen to exploit pitch Headley: hoping for recall 


ia, Thorpe is one of those 
sportsmen who seldom seems 
at the peak of health and he 
has suffered various minor 
ailments on this tour. 

That said, it was a well-docu¬ 
mented risk to bring both him 
and Atherton here with ongo¬ 
ing back problems, when all 
seven batsmen were likely to 
be chosen for either or both of 


the first two Tests. If Thorpe, 
who made 123 in the corre¬ 
sponding Test on the previous 
tour, does not recover. Eng¬ 
land would have little option 
but to include Graeme Hick, 
who was summoned to cover 
for Atherton in Brisbane. 

Stewart did not think this 
would be necessary. 'Than* 
is only a little stiff and it's 


more a result of spending sev¬ 
en hours on a plane.!' he said. 
“I am convinced he will play, 
but we have to leave our selec¬ 
tion until tomorrow." 

Having been set against the 
seven-batsmen policy in Bris¬ 
bane and winning the point, 
Stewart is more conciliatory 
this time. “Australia speak of 
picking horses for courses and 
we will do the same.” he said. 
“It is definitely an option here 
and it would obviously mean 
that we would go in without a 
spin bowler.'* 

Tlie omission of Robert 
Croft, who bowled serviceably 
in Brisbane, would cause none 
of the angst that has followed 
Australia’s decision to leave 
out Stuart MacGill. In a short 
time as a Test player, he has 
proven himself an influential 
wicket-taken Croft cannot be 
considered as such. 

England's trickiest decision 
concerned the make-up of 
their seam attack. The likeliest 
outcome was a recall for Dean 
Headley at the expense of 


Angus Fraser, for whom Perth 
is anything but an ideal pitch. 
The theory that Dominic Cork 
might be at risk from the 
uncapped and — to Austral¬ 
ians - unknown Alex Tudor 
seemed just too ambitious. 

Two bowlers were automat¬ 
ic selections: Alan MuJJafiy. 
who had his best match for 
England in Brisbane, and Dar¬ 
ren Gough, who had one of his 
most chastening. Stewart had 
words of comfort for Gough, 

Chanderpaul to rescue..—50 
Kent in turmoil-- SO 


calling him “the quickest 
bowler in the series", and 
predicting that his returns 
would soon reflect it. 

Gillespie might dispute 
Stewart's assessment, as 
might Glenn McGrath. The 
Australia strike bowler, with 
seven wickets to his name 
already, spoke with menacing 
confidence yesterday. Of his 


overblown duel with Atherton 
McGrath said: “It gives people 
something to talk about Ust 
year it was Wame against 
Cullinan, here it’s me and 
Athers.” But Atherton’s adver¬ 
tised intention to continue, 
hooking him brought a smile. 

“I’m happy that he was having 

a go at it... I’d prefer that to- 
guys who get out of die way," 


Australia “took a lot out of 
the Brisbane game and we 
have the ascendancy at the mo¬ 
ment." McGrath said. “They 
tell me that this will be back to ; 
the old-style Waca wicket that 
we haven't seen for a few 
years. I don’t think Ive^vet* 
played on it when iFs been real¬ 
ly quick and bouncy. I’m look¬ 
ing forward to finding out" 

ENGLAND Ornmy A Stewart (rapgW- M 

Atfwrton. M ButaTwr. N HusKdri G Thape, 

M RamprataBh. J Cuwfey. Glrtc*.DiCoK 
D Gough A Fraser, D Haadtey, A Tudor, A . 
Multeity 

AUSTRALIA (framl: M Taytor (captankM 




Umpires: D Harpw (Aus> and S VenKatara-. 
ghavan (tedtel 


Henman and Rusedski meet 


Best of British 
ready to go 
head to head 


From Julian Muscat, tennis correspondent, in hanover 




TIM HENMAN raised expec¬ 
tations to fever pitch yesteiday 
with a patiently crafted victory 
over Alex Corretja to reach the 
last four of die ATP Tour 
finals. With Greg Rusedski 
later dismissing Albert Costa, 
an eleventh-hour replacement 
for Maroelo Rios, it was a 
momentous day for British 
tennis. 

■pie stage, thus, is set for the 
Britons to lock horns today, 
although the stakes are not as 
high as they might appear. 
The knowledge that Henman 
has already qualified at the 
top of the injury-tom white 


group may mildly dilute his 
desire. Rusedski has the great¬ 
er incentive, even if victory 
may not be enough for him to 
join Henman in the semi¬ 
finals. Henman's 7-6, 6-7, 6-2 
triumph once again amplified 
the gains that he has made 
since be reached the Wimble¬ 
don semi-finals. Corretja, 
world-ranked Nob. has 
become a feisty indoor compet¬ 
itor. This was evidenced by his 
tournament victory in Lyon six 
weeks ago. the first indoors by 
a Spaniard in 22 years. 

Corretja had also beaten a 
lacklustre Henman on their 
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No 1574 


ACROSS 
l Conceal: skin (4) 

3 Typical example (S) 

S Lateral part (4) 

9 Rules expressed in symbols 
(maths.) (8) 

I i Trickery-, conjuror's incanta¬ 
tion (5-5) 

14 Courage: ghost {0} 

15 Give satisfaction to (61 
17 Sea-plane (6.4) 

20 Put a name to (S) 

21 Reasonable: light-coloured 
(41 

22 (Inscription) on stone (S) 

23 Head growth (4) 


DOWN 

1 Not to be talked about (4-4) 

2 Imparting a lesson (8) 

4 Particle of light (6) 

5 Protective colouring, conceai- 
ment (10) 

6 A grinder (4) 

7 Scots, turnip HI 

10 Swung from side to side (10) 
!2Wideview(8) 

13 Untv. teacher (8) 

16 Not be the same (6) 

18 Satiate: wholly occupy (4) 

14 (Liquid) trickle thinly (4) 


only previous encounter, in 
Paris 13 months ago. His base¬ 
line accuracy and tenacity 
make a formidable combina¬ 
tion. as Henman discovered in 
a tense opening set with no 
break points offered by either. 
The tiefrreak was equally 
dose, Henman's aggression 
forcing Corretja into a rushed 
backhand pass that drifted 
wide of the sideline. 

Throughout that set Hen¬ 
man confronted the ultimate 
dilemma in attempting to 
break the Spaniard. He could 
not win from the baseline, yet 
Corretja’s passes were so laced 
with venom that Henman 
might easily have abandoned 
his forcing tactics. Instead, he 
increased the bombardment, 
attacking Corretja at every 
turn, pressing his opponent 
into errors. 

Set two was a different affair 
as the intensity reduced both 
players to basic errors. Hen¬ 
man appeared to suffer more. 
He wasted a promising posi¬ 
tion when Costa trailed 6-5 
and 30-0, surrendering the 
advantage with some poor 
returning. Indeed, when Cor¬ 
retja rifled another backhand 
pass down Henman's line at 
set point in the tie-break, he 
looked the more likely winner. 

Yet Henman has learnt how 
to regroup, which he did at the 
start of the third set. "I had to 
be stubborn." he stud. "I had 
w believe in my tactics." He 
set about the Spaniard with 
renewed rigour, seizing four 
games in succession to estab¬ 
lish a winning platform. With 
Henman maintaining excel¬ 
lent concentration, there could 
be no redemption for the toil¬ 
ing Corretja. 

Rusedski, for his part, only 

learnt of Rios's defection min¬ 
utes before Henman complet¬ 
ed his victory- The trouble was 
that, unlike Rios. Costa plays 
right-handed. That required 

some significant lasr-minure 
adjustments from the Briton, 
who said after his 7-6.6-1 tri¬ 
umph: “It was quite difficult. I 
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Henman plays a backhand volley during his victory over Corretja yesterday, which earned him a place in the semi-finals of the ATP Tour finals 


needed a totally different 
game-plan and was a -little 
tight out there for a whiter 

That doubtless accounted 
for Rusedski needing ten op¬ 
portunities before he captured 
the opening set in a tie-break. 
He found his range after that, 
running away with the contest 
to establish an outside chance 
at a semi-final place. 

Even if Rusedski triumphs 
over Henman today, he would 
still be reliant on the outcome 
of the march between Corretja 


and Costa tonight The Span¬ 
iards are friends. More rele¬ 
vantly. Cbsta. world-ranked 
No 14, has never won an 
indoor match. 

Costa's defeat by Rusedski 
marked his sixteenth consecu¬ 
tive rerersc. A seventeenth at 
Corretja's hands would see the 
latter safely through. The fact 
that Costa is involved in 
matches of such significance 
exposes the soft underhelly of 
this event. 

Under the convoluted rules 



Rusedski moves relentlessly to a convincing win over Costa 


involving reserves, what 
counts against Rusedski is the 
fact that he will have played 
one match fewer than Corret¬ 
ja, who qualified by right As 
Rusedski conceded, the ATP 
Tour's desire to inhibit the pas¬ 
sage of an alternate is under¬ 
standable. 

True to form. Rios pulled 
out without warning yester¬ 
day. An MRf scan on Wednes¬ 
day revealed no structural 
damage in his hack, which 
prompted the Chilean to speak 
emphatically about playing 
less than 24 hours before mak¬ 
ing way for Costa. 

Rios's withdrawal, follow¬ 
ing that of Andre Agassi late 
on Wednesday night, ensured 
that Pete Sampras would end 
190S world-ranked No I for a 
record-breaking sixth succes¬ 
sive year, eclipsing ihe mark 
that he shared with Jimmy 
Connors. 

Sampras celebrated the occa¬ 
sion before a raucous full 
house last night when he 
mauled Karol Kuccra 6-2. b-1 
in 46 minutes. 

TODAY: C Mwj ($p) v ’TK.ifrtntiov (Ruy;| 

T Hcrvn.pi <G0> VG Bum cfc*i (GB1. A Cor- 
mft (Spi » A Ccrta (Sp| TaltvM<m: 
tincr-port |ham Ipmi 


Everton in wilderness 


SOLUTION TO NO 1573 

ACROSS: I Victoria Falls S Round up 9 Comet 10 Cob 
II Cagliari 13 Treaty 14 Fitful 17 Spillage 19 Raw 
21 Among 22 Outrage 24 Argued the toss 
DOWN: I Voracity 2 Crumble 3 Odd 4 Impugn 
5 Facsimile 6 Lemur 7 Sett 11 Catalogue 12 Flawless 
IS Farrago 16 Cavort IS Prong 20 Gala 23 Tie 


THEJ-JSam.MES BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE 

TteTimiriTMCmrwr'nK :Bock TtfeThro Orawwit. (BooE JO Omoc^dVl Tbc 

TL-tcs JamlKi Crossnunt, ft*:* 3 ty jvaiJtric to Tmc remJcr? lx nm 4 (RRPts wfnfr syp- 
Njr% bd tWIbe Imre Bootartop 

The Tim*- CiraptK oritLsI. ran alw hr ad cr nl a ah fra dehroy ilcOf » flh an> 

rthrr Ixjoki Iran TV finr. Bofehofi 

loonierwnpty out WW.M SPr Ire crnfii orders of Sur linther (bn*& M luyir® h» xitaac! 
ftM nte*? male prat* fi« Konfc. Cwsoonf. and send tu U* firms Bcck-Vp. RJ 

Bon w.T uoxiLtRIiZW Drln-rv inMVladais andaibjcc:&iavabbtfaty 


CLIVE EVERTON. the BBC 
snooker commentator, has 
become well acquainted with 
his Bournemouth hotel room 
this week. When he is no; com¬ 
mentating on the United King¬ 
dom Championship at the 
Internationa] Centre, he is ban¬ 
ished from the arena arid its 
environs, including the restau¬ 
rant and swimming pool. 

Evcrton's options nave been 
limited by the World Profes¬ 
sional Billiards and Snooker 
Association (WPBSA;. which 
took the derision last month to 
bar him indefinitely from all 
of its tournament venues. 

At bl. Everton is widely 
recognised as the game’s fore¬ 
most evangelist. In the early 
Seventies, before the explosion 


By Phil Yatls 

in snooker's popularity, he 
ploughed a (one journalistic 
furrow but, because of his criti¬ 
cism of successive administra¬ 
tions, he has come to h? regard¬ 
ed as something of an ami- 
establishment figure. 

Like a number of the feud¬ 
ing players, including Stephen 
Hendry- and Sieve Davis. 
Evenon has become increas¬ 
ingly disenchanted with the 
WPBSA board of directors. 
Never a shrinking violet he 
has been heavily critical of 
what he perceives to be its 
inadequacy in running the 
game. These charges - includ¬ 
ing organisational deficiencies 
and a failure to attract new 


sponsors - have been particu¬ 
larly aimed at Rex Williams, 
the chairman. 

Earlier this year, the 
WPBSA even resorted to strip¬ 
ping Everton. an enthusiastic 
billiards player, of his honor¬ 
ary membership, without trial 
or charge. BBC Radio 5 live, 
one of the many media outlets 
for whom Everton works, has 
protested his ban by refusing 
to take their customary hourly 
reports on the event. 

The WPBSA stated: “No 
interviews or comments will 
be made by the Association re¬ 
garding any political manors 
in our sport while the champi¬ 
onship is taking place.*' 

Harold in a horn-, page 51 



David Beckham - £6.7 million 
Michael Owen - £94 million 

Gladys Holm - £11.25 million! 

And now you too can join Gladys. 

Discover how you could earn Premiership style 

money and still have your Saturdays free - with 
Stock Market shares that cost under £1 

It's j fact! With R?nny Shores you realty could moke a fortune on the 
Slock Market. In July lost year o Chicago secretary died at the age of S6 
leaving QU5 mflliffl- Never having earned more than £9,000 a year, this 
incredible sum was made purely on the Slock Market. Bock here in England, 
a railway man from East Sudfcsgft recently mode £S million through his 
dabbling m investing. 

And there’s ftp,thing stopping YOU from joining them. Just take a look 
j! lhcsc oiind-hfatoirig figures; If jwr'd bought £1.000 worth of Glaxo shares 
when they wen? soiling for a tiny 2p, you could have earned younelf a cool 
£950,000' A C. 00 O investment in Ptentland Industries would have made von 
an incredible 000,000. Just £5,000 in first National finance Corporation 
would already have made you a whopping fljwnnntu 

And these are just a few examples of the kind of ENORMOUS profits 
IVnny Shares can nuke you. Right now at the Fenny S/atr? Guide our team of 
professional Gty analysts hare a whole collection of juicy 'insider' share tips 
that could make bju a tidy fortune. So if rau £encv being the Michael Owen 

Marfe{ ^ ^ ^ c ^ wTI l« yoa in on 

• FREE BOOK WORTH £19.99 • 

"TWt w> the current fiennv Share 

5 ^ cU™ a FREE COPY of The Investor's 

Wwk5 ' J 5uWish « 1 bv FuwS 

JS!" 1 FREE on 0500 S23 873 iwie or simphr fffl 

m the coupon below end return it to: Penny Stare Guide 
FREEPOST NW 3521. Edinburgh EH4 0FX <no stamp required). 

PRFn w a "‘ ‘ cjr 31 * P “7 nitfrshi F cosh! Please rush me mv- 

ISJhSK2 hanf iT? el rcpDrt indUll,T * *1-* Of a ‘ 

spcvttl nail-price offer for one wear's subscription to the 

Sh^ cuo-d .L™ „ k , ^ of hmy , 

investment book worth £ 19 . 99 . ■ 
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Send lo: Penny Share Guide. FREEPOST NW3521, 
Edinburgh EH4 OFX (no stamp required). 

FREEPHONE: 0500 823 873 !U 
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